« THA'TT‘ COUNTRY IS THE MOST PROSPEROUS, WHERE LABOR COMMANDS THE GREATEST REWARD.”~-BUCHANAN.
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7 LT 3 . of farmers, lawyers, physicians, rnerchants, man-
ﬁﬂllfﬁﬁfﬂf Jlltelhgfﬂ[ﬂ, nfucturers, xﬁec{mnicls) u)ud laborers ; and this, uot
PURLISHED EVERY TURSTIAT MORNING. ouly among the officers, but the private soldiers
3 : in-the ranks. Our citizen soldiersiare unlike
BY E. W._HUTTER. . those of any other country in other [respects.—
Office in ¢« Union Court,” in the rear of the Market Ihey are armed, and Lave been uccuglmned from
House, adjoining Cenire Square. their yonth up to handle and use firg-arms: and
A - u lurge proportion of them, especially in the
TERMS: western aud more newly settled States arve ex-
SubscripTioN.—~Two dollars per annum, payable | Pett marks-men. Tley are men who'have a re-
inadvance; two twenty-five, if not paid within | putation to maintan at home Ly their good con-
six months; and two fifty, if not paid within the duct in the field. They are intelligent, and there
year. No subscription discontinued until all ar- | 13an individuality of character which is fouund in
rearages are paid, unless at the option of the the rauks of no other army  1lu battle, each pri-
Editor. . ©{ vate man, ay well as every officer, figlts not ouly
ADVERTISEMENTS.—Accompanied by the CASH,and | for his comntry, but for glory and; distinction
not exceeding one square, will be inserted three [ among his feliow-citizens when he shall return
‘times for one dollar, and twenty-tive cents foreach § to civil life. i
additional insertion. Those of a greater length | "Fhe war with Mexico has demonstrated not only
in proportion. the ability of the government to organize a numer-
JoB PrINTING.—Such as Hand Bills, Posting Bills, | ous army upon a sudden call, but also to provide
Pamphlets, Blanks, Labels, &c., &c., executed- it with “all the' munitions and necessary supplies
with accuracy and at the shortest notice. with despatch, convenience, and ease, and to direct
: its operations with efficiency. The strength of our
institutions has not only been displayed in the valor
and skill of our troops engaged in active service in
the field, but in the organization of those executive
branches which were charged with the general di-
rection and conduct of the war. While too great
praise cannot be bestowed upon the officers and
ren who fought our battles, it would be unjust to
withhold from those officers necessarily stationed at
home, who where charged with the duty of furn-
ishing the army, in proper time, and at proper
places, with all the munitions of war and other sup-
plies so necessary to make it efficient, the commen
dation to which they are entitled. ~The credit due
to this class of our officers is the greater, when it
is considered that no army in ancient or modern
times was_ever better appointed or provided than
our army in Mexico. Operating in an enemy's

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.

b Fellow-citizens of the Senate
and of the House of Representatives i

Under the benignant Providence of Almighty
God, the representatives of the States and of the
{)cople ave ugain brought together to deliberate
or the public good. The gratitnde of the nation
1o the sovereign Arbiter of all hnman events

. should be commensurate with the boundless
blessings which we enjoy. '

Peace, plenty, aud contentiment reign throngh-
out our borders, und our bheloved country pre-
sents a sublime moral spectacle to the world.

The troubled and unsettled condition of somé
of the principal Buropean powers has had anec
essary tendency to check and embarrass trade,

and to depress prices thronghout all commercial country, Femoved two thousand miles from the seat

nations; but notwithstanding these canses, the its di
P s A of the federal governmeunt, its different corps spread
United States, with their abuudaut products, have | (oo vast extent of territory, hundreds and even

felt their effects less severely thun any other
counwy, and all our great interests arc still prus-
perous and successful.

Tn reviewing the greut events ol the past yeur,
and contrasting théugitated und disturbed state
of other countries with vur own tranyuil and
happy condition, we may congratulate onrselves
that we ure the most favored people on the face
of the earth. While the people of other coun-
tries are struggling to establish free institutions,
uader which man may govern himself, we are in
the actunl enjoymentof them—a rich inheritance
from our fathers. While enlightened nations of
Enrope are convalsed and distracted by civil war

thousands of miles apart from each other, nothing
short of the untiring vigilence and extraordinary
energy of these officers could have enabled them
to provide the army at all points, and in proper
season, with all that was 'required lor the most
efficient service. v

The war with Mexieo has demonstrated not
ouly the ability 6f the government to organize a
numerons army upon a sudden call, but also to
provide it with all the mmnnitions and necrssary
supplies with despatch, onvenience, and ease,
and tu direct its operationis'with efficiency. The
strength of our institutions has not only been

the forty-ninth degree of north latitude, being ull
that was insisted on by any of my predecessors,
has been adjusted ; and New: Mexico and Upper
California have been acquired by treaty. The
area of these several Territories, according to a
report carefully prepared by the Commissioner of
the General Land Office from the most atthentic
information in his possession, andswhich is here-
with transmnitted, contains one million, oue hun-
dred and ninety-three thonsand and si

sqnace miles, or seven hundred and sixty-thres
willion five huudred and fifty-nine thoasand and
Aty acres; while the area of 1% remaiving
twenty-uine States, and the territory not yet or-
ganized into States east of the Rocky Monntalns,
conteins two million fi{ty-nine thonsand five hin-
dred and thirteen square wiles, or thirteen hun-
dred and eightecn million one handred und
twenty-six thousand and fifty-eight acres. These
estimates show thas the territories recently auc-
guized, and over which our exclusive jurisdiction
and domiuion have been extended, constitnte
a country more than lalf as large as ull that
which was held by jhie United States beture
heir acquisition.  1f Oregon be excluded from

the estimate, there will still remain within the

limits of Texns, New Mexico and California,

eight hundred and fifty-one thousand five hun-

dred and ninety-eight square miles, or five han-

dred and forty-five million, twelve thousand sev-

en hundred pnd twenty acres, being an addition

egual to move than one-third of all the territory

owned by the United States before their acqui-

sition, and, including Oregon, nearly as great an

exteut of territory as the shole of Europe, Rus-

siaonly excepted. The Mississippi,so lately the

frontice of our coantry, is now ouly its centre.—

With the addition of the late acquisitions, the

United States are now estimated to be nearly as

large s’ the whole of Europe. Itis estimated

by the superintendent of the coast survey, in the

accompanying report that the extent of the sea

coast of Texas on the Gulf of Mexico is upwards

of four huudred miles; of the coast of Upper

Culifornia, on the Pacific, of niue hundred und

seventy miles; and of Oregon, including the

Straits’of Fuca, of six hundred and fifty miles;

_malsing the whole extent of sea-coast on the ’a-

cific one thousand six hundred and twenty miles,
aud the whole extent 6u both the Pacific and the
Guif of Mexico two thousaud and twenty miles.
The length of the coast on the Atlantic from the
northeru limnits of the United States, around the
Capes of Florida to the Sgbine, on the eastern
houndary of Texas, is estimated to be three then-
gand one hundred miles; so that the addition of
seacoust, ifcinding Oregon, is an addition of one
thousund three lundred and seventy wiles; be-
ing nearly equal to one half of the extent of

kept in the public service without a large in-
crease of pay. ' Desertions in his commend have
become frequent, and he recommends that thuse
who shall withstand the strong temptation, and
remain faithful should be rewurded. .
This abundance of gold, and the all engros-
sing pursnit of it, have already caused in"Culi-
fornia an unprecedented rise in the price of the
necessaries of life.
That we may the more speedily and faily
avail ourselves of the undeveloped wealth of
these mines, it is deemed of vast importance
that a branch of the mint of the United States
be authorized to be establiskied, at your present
session, in California. Among other signal ad-
vantages which wonld result from such an es-
tablishment, would be that of raising the gbld to
its par value in that Territory. A .braneh mint
of the United States at the great commevreial de-
pot on the west coast, would convert into our
own coin not only the gold derived from our own
rich mines, but also the Lullion'and sgecie which
our commerce may bring from the whole west
coast of Central and South America. The west
coast of America and the adjacent interior em-
brace the richest and best mines of Mexico, New
Grenada, Central America, Chili, and Pern.—
Thé bullion and specie drawn'from these coun-
tries, and especially from those of Western Mex-
ico and Peru, to an amount in value of many
millions of doilarg, are now annually diverted
and carried by the shipe of Great Britain to her
own ports, to be recoined or used to sustain her
National Bank, and thus contribute to increase
het ability tn command o much of the commerce
of the world. If a branch mint be established
at the great commercial point upon that coast,
a vast amount of bullion and specie would flow
thither to be recoined, and pass thence to New
Orleans, New York, and other Atlantic cities.—
The amount-of our constitutional currency at
hormie would be greatly increased, while its cir-
culation abroad would be promoted. Itis well
known to our merchants trading to China and
the west coast of America, that great inconve-
nience and loss are experienced from the fact
that our coins are not current at their par value
in those countries. '
The powers of Europe, far removed from te
west coast of America by the Atlantic ocean
which intervenes, and by a tedious and danger-
ous navigation around the southern cape of the
continent of America, can never successfully
compete with the United States in the rich and
extensive commerce which is opened 1o us al so
much less cost by the acquisition of California.
The vast importance and commercial advan-
tages of California have heretofore remained un-

view it with exultation and delight, because in it
they will see the elemenis of faction, which they
hope must ultimately overturn our system. Oura
is the great example of a prosperous and freé seli-
governed republic, commanding the admiration and
the imitation of all the lovess of freedom through:
out the world. How solemn, theretore, is the duty,
Liow impressive the call upon us and upon all parts
of our country, to cultivate a patrintic spirit of har-
mony, of good fellowship, of compiomise and mn-
tual concession, in the administration of the incom-
parable system of government formed by our fath-
ers in the midst of almost insuperable difliculties,
and trangmitted to us, with the injunciion that we
should enjoy its blessings and hand it down unim-
paired to those who may come after us!

In view of the high and responsible duties which
we owe to ourselves and to mankind, I itrust you
may be able, a1 your present session, to approach
the adjustment of) the only domestic question which
seriously threatens, or probably can ever threaten,
to disturb the harmony and successful pperation of
our systeni.

The immensely valuable possessions of New
Mexico and Calitornia are already inhabited bv a
considerahle population. Atiracted by their great
fertiliy, their mineral wealth, their coinmercial ad-
vantages and the salubrity of the climate, emigrants
from the older States, in great numbers, are al-
ready preparing to seek new homes in these invit-
ing regions.

Shall the dissimilarity of the domestic institu-
tions in_the different States prevent us from pro-
viding for them suitable governments? These in-
stitutions existed at the adoptién of the constitu-
tion, buf the obstacles which they interposed were
overcome by the spirit of compromise which is
now invoked. In aconflict of opinions or of in-
terests, real or imaginary, between different seg-
tions of our country, neither can justly demand alt
which it might desire 10 obtain. Each, in the true
spirit of our 1nstitutions, shall concede something
to the other. ' )
Our gallant forces in the Mexican War, by
whose patriotism and unparalleled deeds of arms
we obtained these posessions as an indemuity for
our just demands against Mexico, were composed
of citizens who belonged 1o no one State or section
of the Union. They were men from slaveholding
and non-slavehoding States,from the North and the
South, from the Bast and the West. They were
all companions-in-arms and fellow-citizens of tife
same common cause. When prosecuiing that war
they were brethren and friends, and shared alike
with each other commen toils, dangers, and suffer-
ings. Now, when their work is ended, when peace
is restored, and rhey return again to their homes,
put off their habiliments ot war, take their places
in society, and resuine their pursuits in civil life,
surely a spirit of harmony and concession, and of
equal re¥ard for the rights of all and of all sections
of the Union ought to prevail in providing govern-
ments for the acquired territories—the fruits of

tion of the whole face af the coast will be emi-
nently unseful to Congress, when they come to
consider the propriety of making appropriations
for these great national objects. Proper defen-
ces on Jand will be necessary for the security and
protection ST our possessions : and the establish-
ment of navy yards, and a dock for the repair
and construction of vessels, witl- be important
to our navy and commercial marine. Withont
such vards, vessels, whether of the navy orin
the merchant service, requiring repair, must, at
great expense, come round Cape Horu to one of
our Atlantic yards for that purpose. With such
establishments vessels, it is believed, may be
built or repaired as cheaply in California as up-
on the Atlantie coast. They would give employ-
ment to many of our enterprising ship-builders
and mechanics, and greatly facilitate and. en-
large our commerce in the Pacific.

As it is ascertained that mines of gold, silver,
copper, and’ quicksilver exist in New Mexico
and California, and that nearly all the lands
where they are found belong to theUnited States,
itis deemed important to the public interests
that provision be made for a geological and min-
eralogical examination of those regions. Meas-
ures should be adopted to preserve the mineral
lands, especially such as contain . the precious
metals, for the use of the United States; or if
brought into warket, to separate them from the
farming lands, and dispose of them in such man-
ner as to secure a large return of money to the
treasury, and at the sanie .time lead to the de-
velopnient of their wealth by individual proprie-
tors and purchasers. To do this, it will be ne-
cessary to provide for an immediate survey and
location of.the lots. If Congress should deem
it proper to disposo of the mineral lands, they
should be =old in small quantities, and at a fix-
ed minimum price.

1 recommend that surveyor generals’ offices
be authorized to be established in New Mexico
and California, and provision made for survey-
ing and bringing the public lands into market-at
the earliest practicable period. In disposing of
these lands, I .recommend that the Tight of pre-
emption b€ secured, and liberal grants made to
the early emigrants who have settled or may
settle upon them.

It will be important to extend our revenue
laws over these Territories, and especially over
California, at an early period. 'There is already
a considerable commerce  with California; and
until ports of entry shall be established and eol-
lectors appointed, no revenne can be received.
If 1hese and other necessary and proper meas-

expected from a scientific and skilful examina-

 —r————

an increased and increasing revenue, the finances
are in a highly flonrishing condition.”” Agriculture,
commerce, and navigauon, are prosperous; the
prices-of manufactured fabiics, and ofother products
are much less injariously affected than was to have
been anticipated, from the unprecedented revul-
sions, which, during the last and the present year,
have overwhelmed the industry and paralyzed the
credit and commerce of so many great and enlight-
ened nations ot Europe. L

Severe commercial revulsions abroad have always
heretolore operated to depress,and often to affect

astrously, almost every branch of American in-
dustryz  ‘T'he temporary depression of a portion of
sur manuacturing interests is the effect of foreign
causes, aad is far less severe than has prevailed on
all formd¥ similar oceasio .

It is believed that, looking to the great aggre-
gate of all our interests, the whole country was

ad, and never more rapidly advancing in wealth
and populauon.  Neithe® the foreign war in
which we have been involved, nor the loans
which have absorbed so large a portion of our
capital, nor the commercial revalsion in Great
Britain in 1847, nor the paralysis of éfedit and
commerce throughout Europe in 15848, have  af-
fected injnriously to any considerable extent any
of the great interests of the conntry, or arrested
our onyard march to greatness, wealth and pow-
er. .

Had the disturbances in Europe not occurred,
our commerce would undoubtedly have been still:
more extended, and would have added still more
to the national wealth and public prosperity,—
But nétwithstanding these disturbances, the op-
erations of the revefine system established by the
tariff act of 1846 have been so generally benefi-
cial to the government and the business of the
country, that no change in its provisions is de-
manded by a wise public policy, and none is re-
commended.

The operations of the constitutional treasury
established by the act of the 6th of August, 1846,
in the receipt, custody, and disbursement of the
jublic money, have continued to be successful.
Under this system the public finances bave been
carried throigh n foreign war, involving the ne-
cessity of loang and extraordinary expenditures,
and requiring distant transfers & disbursements,
without embarrassment, and no loss has occurr-
ed of any of the public money deposited unde-
its provisions.  Whilst it has proved yto be safe
and useful to the government, its effects have
been: most heneficial upon the business of the
country. 1t has tended powerfully to secure an
exemption from that intlation and fluctuation of
the paper carrency, so injurions to domestic in-
dnstry, and rendering so nncertain the rewards
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uever more prosperons than at the present peri-

displayed in the valor mid skill of our troops en- B - s
9 A . L S B 2 soust which we pussessed befure these acquisi-
maged iu active service in the field, but in the cod ! I . ams

B ization of those executive branches whicl tions.  We have pow three great maratime
org Y e vineh b o tse—on the Atlantic, the Galt ofs Mexico, and

were charged with the general direction and |,
condnct of the war. While too great Srnisc cni-
not be bestowed upon the officers and men who

ures be adopted for the development of the
wealth and resonrces’ of New Mexico and Cali-
fornia, and regular Territorial governments be
established uver them, such will probably be the
rapid enlargement of our commerce and naviga-
tion, and such the addition to the national wealth,
that the present generation may live to witness
the controlling commercial and monetary power
of the world transferred from London and other
Furopean emporiums to the city of New York.

The apprehensions which were entertained by
some of our statesmen, in the earlier periods of the
government, that our syastein was incapable of ope-
rating with sufficient energy and success over large-
ly extended territorial limits, and that if this were
attempted, it would fall to pieces by its own weak-
ness, have been dissipated by our experience. By
the division of power between the States,and feder-
al government, the latter is found to operate with
as much energy in the extreme as in the centre. It
is as eflicient in the remotest of the thirty States
which now compose the Union, as it was in the
thirteen States which formed our constitution.  ITn-
deed, it may well be doubted, whether, if our pres-
ent population had been confined within the limits
ol the original thirteen States, the tendencies to
centralization and cousolidation would not have
hirell sUel a8 to have vuuvachied upen e esseinlil
reserved rights of the States, and thus 10 have
- made the tederal government a widely ditferentone
practically, from what it is in theory, and wasin
tended (0 be by its framers.  No far trom entertain-
ing apprelicnsions= ol the safety of our system Ly
the extension of our terntory, the beliet is conti-
dently entertained that each new State gives strength
and an additional guaranty for the preservation of

or intestine strife, we seitle all our political con-
troversies by the peaceful exercise of the rights
of freemen at the ballot-bux.  The great republi-
can maxim so deeply engraven on the hearts of
our people, that.the will of the majority, cousti-
tationally expressed, shall prevail, is our sure
information on the subject.  His report to the
safeguard against foree and violence. It is a
subject of just pride, that vnr fume und character
as a nation continue rapidly to advance in the es-
timation of the civilized world. Toourwise and
cee institutions it is to be attributed, that while
othier nations have achieved glory at'the price of
the suffering, distress, and hnpoverishmet of
their people, we have won our honorable posi-
tion in the midst of an unintervupted prosperity,
and of an increasing individual comfort and hap-
piness. 1 am happy to inform you that our rela-
tiofs with all nations are triendly and pacific.—
Advantageous treaties of commerce have been
concluded within the Iast four years with New
Grenada, Pern, the Two Sicilies, Belgium; Han-
over, Oldenburg, and Mecklenburg-Schwerin.—
Puarsuing our exmnple, the restrictivessystem of
Great Britain, our priuéipul'lbruigu customer, has
been rélaxed ; a more liberal commercial policy
has been adopted by other enlightened nations,
aud our trade has been greatly enlarged und ex-
tended. Our country stands” higher in the re-
spect-of the world than at any lormer period.—
To continue to occupy this proud position, it is
only necessary to preserve peace, and faithfully
adliere to the great and fundamental principle of
. our foreign p‘oficy, of non-interterence in the do-

their common service. The whole people of the
United States and of every State contributed to de-
fray the expenses of that war; and it would not be
just for any one section 10 exclude another from all
participation in the acquired territory. This'would
not be in consonance with the just system of gov-
ernment which the framers of the constitution
adopted.

‘I'he question is believed to be rather abstract
than practical, whether slavery can or would exist
in any portion of the acquired ‘territory, even if it
were left to the option of the slaveholding States
themselves. From the nature of the climate and
productions, in rmuch the larger portion of it, it is
cetiain it could never exist; and in the remainder
the probabilities are it would not.  But however
this may be, the question, involving as it does a
principle of equality ot righis of the several States
as equal co-partners in the confederacy, should not
be disregarded.

In organizing governments over these Territories
no duty imnposed on Congress by the constitution
requires that they shonld legislate on the subject of
slavery, while their power 1o do so ia not only seri-
ously questioned, butdenied by inany of the sound-
est expounders ol that instrument.  Whether Coa-
gress shall legislate or not, the people of the ac-
! quired tertitories. when assembled in convention 1o
form State canstitutions, will possess the sole amd
exclusive power to determine for themselves whe-
ther slavery shall or shall not exist within their lim-
its. I{ Congress shall abstain {rom interfering with

developed by the government of the country of
which it constituted a part. Now that this fine
province is a part of our countgy, all the States
of the Union, some more immediately and di-
rectly than others, are deeply interested in the
speedy development of its wealth and resources.
No section of the country is more interested; or
will be more benefited, than the commercial,
navigating, end manufacturirg interests of the
eastern States. Our planting and farming inter-
ests in every part of the Union will be greatly
Lenefited by it. As our commerce and naviga-
tion are “enlarged and extended, our exports of
agricultural products and of manufactures will
be increased; and in the new marklets thus open-
d, they cannot fail to comniand remunerating
and profitable prices.

+The acquisition of California and New Mexi-
co, the settlement of the Oregon boundary, and
the annexation of Texas extending to the Rio
Grande, are results which, combined, are of
greater consequence, and will add more to the
strength and wealth of the nation, than any
which have preceded them since the adoption of
the constitution.

Bat to effect these great results, not only Cali-
fornia, but New Mexico, must be brought under |
the control of regularly organized governments.
Th&existing condition of California, and of that
part of New Mexico lying west of the Rio Gran-1 ¢ question, the people of these Territories will be
de, and within the limits of Texas, imperiousty | Jof; free to adjust it as they may think proper when
demand that Congress should, at its present ses-| hey apply for admission ag States it the Unjon.
sion, organize territorial governments over them. . No'enaciment of Congress could restrain the peo-

of labor, and it.is-helieved has largely contribut-
ed to preserve the whole country from a serious
eommereial revnision, sich as often oceurred un.’
der the bank deposite system.

In the year 1847 there was a revulsion in the bu.

siness of Great Britain of great exfent and intens-

ity, which was followed by failures in that kingdom
unprecedented in number and amount of losses.—
This is believed to be the first instance when such
disastrous bankrpticies, occuring in a country with
which we have such extensive commerce, produc-

ed little or no injurious eflect upon our trade or
currency. We remained but little aftected in our
money marlet, and our business and industry were
still prosperous and progressive.

During the présent year, nearly the whole con-

tinent of Europe has heen convulsed by civil war
and revolutions, attended by numerous bankrupt

cies, by an unprecedented fall in their public sece-

ritiesand an almost universal paralysis of commerce

and industry ; and yet, although our trade and the

prices of vur products must have been somewhadt

unfavorably affected by these causes, we have es-

caped a revulsion, our money market is compara-

tively easy, and public and private credit have.ad-

vanced and improved.

ILis conhdenty believed that we have been

saved from their effect by the salutary operation
'axof the constitutioual treasury. It is certain, that

if the twenty-four millions of specie imported into

the country during the fiscal year cnding on the

30th of June, 1847, had gone into the banks, as

to u great extent it must have done,jit would, in

he Pacific—making in the whole nn extent’ of
seacoast exceeding tive thousand miles. This is
! X : : the extent of the seacoust of the United States
o W '3 N . . pd
::’S‘g)h:l:’u‘tlel",%ﬂ::; ll';e(‘;’l]sllﬂ_ill)e::g;z::é:l‘;:llhlmld not including bays, sounds, and small irreguluri-
wlul) were charged with tlleydut of fur .“l“.“e‘; ties of the main shore, andof the seaislands. 1f
the arnvy, in roper time, and ,ny N, )er":f 'f“b-‘ these be included, the length of the shore line of

e avaty, i prop » hd al Proper places, |, q41 ay estimated by the superintendent of the

witl all the muumuus‘ul war and other supplies woast survey, in his report, would be Lhirly-lhree
30 necessary to make it eflicient, the commendn- thousand and sixty-three miles
0 E 2.

tion to which they ure entitledl. The credit due 1t would be difficult tofealenlate the valne of
i s fhcer i the gt | S s 0 o Crirl
Lop thmes was ever better appointed or provi- sessions. Texas, lying contiguous to the western
'l‘ i N Y i Mexic ppotnted or p boandary of Louwsiana, embracing within its
ded 1lx;ym onr army in Mexico. U[lel‘}“"g IR it a part of the navlgable tibutary waters of
eneny’s conntry, remoy ed two t!m”bmld. miles | 4y Mississi ppi, and an extensive sew-coast.could
[rom the seat of the fedeval government, its (if- ) ) 4 |16 have remained in the hands of'a foreign
ferent corps spread over a vast extent of territn- | ) oy “without endangering the puace of our
ry, hundreds and even thousands of miles apart | o Gestern frontier. Dlh*rbprmlnvts in the vi-
il1‘:'l:;dT\u(L:l.1::315:('1::\(::1!:1‘::511;]lg:lter;\ lc])lletl:lel:(t-“|]):;ﬁ cinity of the-tribataries of the Mississippi mnst
vigid T have erabled them to arovid ll‘ e hu\-e'snnght a market through tl.xesu streains,
cers could have enabled them to rovide the ar- e into and through our territory 5 and the
lllllylm all points, f“t.‘d :1" prop(:r ?{f‘:ur}un{ with all (l:mgeiranf irritation und collision of hiterests |
it was reguired tor the most efficient service. | =0 pored ate "
1t is but gn act of justice to declure, that the “,e‘ “ [foh’ as o foreign N‘flg and onyse

! g " . would have been imminent, weile the embarrass
officers in charge of }hu sey ral exceative bo- ments in the commercial tercourse botween
reaus, all under the uumled‘yate eye and SUPCr- | P oy st have been constant and wnavoidable.
vision of the Secretary of War, performed their | 0 Texag fullen into the hands. or nunder the
respective duties with ability, energy, and eflie- | jifluence and control of n strong maritime ov
iency. They have reaped less of the glory of |\ iy fureign power, as she might have don,
the war, not having been petsonally exposed to lese Junacr: would have been still greater—
its perilsin battle, than their companions marms ; ”I; have been nvoided by her volantary - and
but without the forecast, efficient aid, aud co-up- Y : Y . ary

s be-

1
1

mestic concerns of other nations. We recognise
in a1l natious the rights which we enjoy ourselves,
to change and reform their. political mstitutions,
according to their ownwill nnd pleasure. Hence
we do not look behind exisiting gov
capable of maintaing their own authority.
recognise all such actual govermments, not only
from the dictates of true policy, but from 2 sacred
regard for the independence of nations.

~ While this is our settled policy, it does not fol-
low that we can ever be inditferent spectators of
thie progress of liberul principles. The govern-
mentand people of the United States hailed with
enthusiasm and delight the establishment of the
French republic, as we now hail- tha eﬁlrrts in,
progress 10 make the States of Germany in 4 con-
federation, similar in many respects to our vwn
federal Union. If the great and enlightened
Gernan States, occupying, as they do, a central
and comumanding position in Europe, shall suc-
ceed in establishing such u confederated govern-
went, securing at the sume time o the citizens of
each State, local govermments adapted to the pe-
culiar condition of each, with unrestricted trade
and intercourse with each other, it will'be un
importent era in the history of human events.—
Whilst it will consolidate aud strengthen the
power of Germany, it muat essentially promote
the cause .of peace, commerce, civilization. and
counstitutional liberty throughout the world.

With all the governments on this continent our
relatious, it is believed, are now on 2 imore
friendly and satisfactoxy footing than they have
ever been at any former peried. .

Since the exchange of ratifications of the treaty
of peace with Mexico, our intercourse with the
government of that republic has been of the
most friendly character. The Euvoy Extraordi-
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United
Statés to Mexico has been received and accred-
ited} and a diplomatic representative from Mex-
jco of similat rauk has been received and accred-
ited by this government. The amicable relations
between the two countries which had been sus-
pended have been ha pily restored, and are des-
tined, I trust, to be long preserved. The two
republics, both situated on this continent, and
with cotenninous territories, have every motive
of sympathy and of interest to bind them togeth-
er in perpetual amity. o

This gratifying condition of cur foreign rela-
tions renders it unnecessary for me to call your
uttention more specifically to them.

It has been my constant aim and desire to cul-
tivate peace and ‘commerce with all nations.—
Tranquility at home, and peaceful velations
abroad, constitute the true permanent policy of
our country. War, the scourge of nations, some-
times becomes inevitable, but is always to le
avoided when it can be done consistently with
the rights and honor of the nation.

One of the most important results of the war
into which we were recently forced 'with a
neighboring nation, is the demonstration it has
afforded of the military strength of our country.
Before the late war with Mexico, European aud
other foreign Powers entertained imperfect and
erroneous views of our physigul strength as a
uation, and of our ability to prosecute war, and
especially a war waged out of our own country.
They'saw that our standing army on the peace
establishment did not exceed ten thousand men.
Accustomed themselves to imaintain in peace
large standing armies fof the protection of thrones
against their own subjects, as well us against for-
eign_enemies, they had not conceived that it
waus possible for a nation without such an army,

well disciplined and of long service, to wage
war successfully.  They held in low repute onr
militia, nud were far from regneding them us an

eration, those in the field would not have been
provided with the ample means they possessed
of achieving for themsclves and their country
the uulading honors which they have won lor
both.

When ull these focts are considered, it may
cease to I)C u matter l)f B0 Hl“Cll amuzement a-
broad how 1t happened that our noble army in
Mexico, regulars and volanteers, were victori-
ous Gipou every battle-field, however fearful the
odds against then.

The war with Mexico has thus fally develop-
ed the eapacity of republicun governments to
prosecute successtully a just and necessary tor-
eign war with all the vigor usually attributed to
more arbitrary forms ot govermuent. [t has
been nsual for writers on public law to impute
to republivs a want of that unity, ¢oncentration
of purpuse, aud vigor of execulion, which are
generally admitted to belong to the mouarchial
and aristocratic forms; and this featare of popua-
lur government has been supposed to display it
sell more particularly iu alie conduct of a war
carried un in an enemy's territory. | The war
with Great Britain, in 1812, was to a great ex-
tent confined within onr own liniits, and shed
but little light on this subject. :But the war
which we have just closed by an honorable
peace, evinces beyond all doubt that a popular
representative government is equal to any em-
ergency which is likely to arise in the aftairs of
a nation. :

The war with Mexico has developed most
strikingly end conspicuousty another feature in
our institutions. It is, that without cost to-the
government or dunger to our liberties, we have
in the bosom of our society of freemen, avail-
able in a just and necessary war, virtoally a
standing army of two millions of armed citizen-
soldiers, such as fought the battles'of Mexico.
But our military strength does 1ot consist alone.
in our capacity for extended and successful ope-
rations on land. The navy is an important arm
of the national defence. If the services of the
navy were not so brilliant as thoge of the army
in the late war with Mexico, it was because
they had no euemy to meet ou their own ele
ment. While the army had opportunity of per-
forming more conspicuons service, the navy
largely participated in the conduct of the war.
Both branches of the service performed their
whole duty to the conntry. For the able and
gallant services of the officers and men of the
navy—acting independently as well as in co-op-
erafion with our troops—in the conquest of the
Californias, the capture of Vera Cruz, and the
seizare and occupation of other and important
positions ol Gulf and Pacific coasts, the highest
praise is due. Their vigilaice, energy, and skill
rendered the most effective service in excluding
munitions of war and other supplies from the
enemy, while they secured u sufe entrance fur
abundant supplies” for our own army. Our ex-
tended commerce was nowhereinterrupted ; and
for this immunity from the evils of war, the
country is indebted tu the navy. :

Higll praise is dne to the officers of the sever-
sl executive bureaus, navy yards, aud statious
connected with the service, all under the imme-
diate direction of the Secretary of the Navy, for
the industry, foresight and euergy with which
everything was directed und furnmshed 1o give
efficiency to that branch of the; service. The
same vigilance existed in directing the opern-
tions of the navy, as of the army. There was
concert of action and of purpuse between the
heads of the two arms of the eervice. By the
orders which were from time to time issued, our
vessels of war on the Pacific and the Gnlf of
effective force, unless it might be for temporary | Mexico were stationed in proper time and in
defensive operations when nvaded on our own | proper positions to co-operate efficiently with
soil. The events of the late war with Mexico | tho army. By this means their combined power
have not only undeceived them, but have re- | was brought to bear successiully lon the enemy.
moved erroncous impressions which prevailed | ‘The grent results which have been developed
to some extent even among o portion of aur own | and brought to light by this war) will be of im-
countrymen. Thut war has demonstrated, that mensurnble importance in the fiture progress of
upon the breaking out of hostilities not anticipn- |onr country,  They will tend; powerfully 1o
tad, und for which no previous prepurntion had | preserve us from foreign collisious, and to enn-
- been munde, a voluutesr urmy of citizen soldiers Lle us to pursne unjuterruptedly one cherished
equal to veternii truups, aud in numbers equal to | policy of * peace with all’ nati
auy emergency, cuti I a short poriod be brought | alliances with none.”
into the field. " Unlike what would have occur- | Occupying, us we do, a more ¢
red in un other'uonnt.r{, we were wder no no ¢ sition among nntions thau at any
ceasity of resorting to draughts or conscriptions, | our dnties and our responsibilities 1o ourselves
On the’contrary, such was the number of volun. | ned to posterity ave correspondingly incrensed.
teera who patriotically tendeved their wervices, | This will be the more ubvious when we cousid-
that the chigi‘ ﬁlﬂ\clllty was in mukiug selections | or the vast additions which have been recently
and determining wha should be disappointed | mude to our tervitarial passessions, .and ‘their
aud compelled to remain ut home.  Our citizen | grent importance and value.
soldiers are unlike those drawn from the populu- { ~ Within less than fuur years the annexation of
tion of any other country. They ‘are composed | Texus to the Union has been consummated; all-
indiscriminately of all professions and pursuits: | conflicting title ta-the Oregan Territory, south of

s, entapgling

amwmanding po-
former porind,

peaceful annexation to the United States.  Texas
from lier position, was a natural and ahinost in-
dispensable part of vur territories.  Fortunately
shie has been restored to our country, and now
constitutes one of the States of our confederacy,
¢ upon an equal footing with the original States.”
The salubrity of climate, the fertility of soil, pe-
culiarly adapted to the prodaction of some of
our most valnable staple commodities, and her
commercial advintages, must scon mnake her
one of ourqnost Poplﬁnus States.
New Mexsico, though situnted in the interior,
and  without “a séacoast, is known to contain
mueh fertile laud, to abound m rich mines of
the precious metals, and to be capable of sus-
taining a large population.  From its position, it
is the intermediate and connecting territory he-
tween our settlements und our possessious in
Texas, und those on the Pacific coast-
Upper California, irrespective of the vast min-
eral wealth recently developed there, holds at
this day, in point of value and hmportance 10 the
Union, the same relation that Lonisiana did, when
that fine territory was acquired from France for-
ty-five years ago. Extending nearly ten degrees
of latitude along the Pacific, and émbracing the
boly safe and commodious harbors on that coast
for mnany hundred miles, with a temperate cli-
mate, and an extensive interior of fertile lands,
it is scarcely possible to estimate its wealth nu-
til it shall be brought under the government ot
our laws, and its resources fully developed.—
From its position, it must commuand the rich com-
merce of Chipa, of Asia, of the iglands of the Ya-
cific, of Western Mexico, of Central America, the
South American States, and of the Enssian pos-
sessious bordering on that ccean. A great em-
orium will doubtless speedily arise on the Cal-
ifornia coast, which may be destined to riva lin
importance New Orleans itself. The depot of
the vast commerce which must exist o the Pa-
cific will probably be at some point on the bay
of San Francisco, and will occupy the same rela-
tion to the whole weatern coast of that ocean, as
New Orleans does to the valley of the Mississippi
and the gult of Mexico.  To this depot our nu-
merous whale ships will resort with their car-
goes, to trade, refit, and obtain supplies. This
of itself will largely contribute to buaild up a city,
which would soon become the centre of a great
aud rapidly increasing commerce. ; Situated on
a safe harbor, sufficiently capacious for all the na-
vies as well as the marine of the world, aud con-~
venient to excellent timber for ship-building,
owned by the United States, it must becofe our
great western naval depot.

1t was known that mines of the precious met-
als existed to a considerable extent in California
at the time of its acquisition. Recent discover-
ies render it probable that these mines are more
extensive and valuable than was anticipated.—
The accounts of the abundance of gold in that
territory are of such an extraordinary clharacter
as would scarcely commmand helief were they not
corroborated by the nuthentic reports of officers
in the public service, who have visited the min-
eral district, and derived the facts which they
detail from personsl observation. Reluctant to
credit the reports in general cirenlation a8 to the
guantity of guld, the officer commmanding our tur-
ces in California visited the mineral district in
July last, for the purpose of obtaining accurate
War Departnent of the result of his ‘examination
and the facta obtained on the spot, is herewith
laid beforeCongress. When he visited the conn-
try, there were about four thousand persons en-
gaged in collecting gold.  There is everyreason
to belive that'the nnmber ot persons so employ-
ed las sinee been augmented. The explorations
already made warrant the belief that the supply
is very large, and that gold is found at varions
places in an extensive district of conntry.

Information received from officers of the navy

confirm the accounts of the commander of our
military force in Culifornia. It nppeurs, also,
frum these veports, that mines of quicksilver nare
fuund in the vicinity of the gold region.  One of
them is now being worked, und is believed tohe
among the most productive in the world.

The eltects produced by the discovery of these
rich wineral deposites, and the success which has
attended the laburs of thoss who have resorted to
them, have produced a surprising change in the
atate of affairs i California..  Tabor commands
a most exhorbitant price, and all other pursuits
but that of searching for the rmcinun matals ure
abandoned. Nenrly the whole'of’the male pop-
ulation of the conntry have gone to the gold dis-
trict. Ships arriving on the. const ave deserted
by their crews, and their voyages suspended for
want of sailors. . Our counmandiag officer there
entertains apprehensions that soldiers cannot be

and other sources, though not so full and mimte; |

Upon the exchange of ratifications of the treaty
of peace with Mexico on the thirtieth of May
last, the temporary governments which had been |
established over New Mexico and California by
our military and naval commanders, Ly virtue

of the rights of war, ceased to denve any oblig-!
atory force from that source of authority; and }
having been ceded to the Uunited States, all goy-,
ernment and control over them under the

authority of Mexico had céased to exist. Im-
pressed with the necessity of establishing terri-
orial governments over them, I recommended

the subject to the favorable consideration of Con;
gress in my message communicating the ratified
treaty of peace, on the sixth of July last, and
invoked their action at that session. Congress
adjourned without making any provision for their
government. The inhabitants, by the transfer
of thieir ‘country, had become entitled to the
benefits of our laws and constitution, and yet
were left withont any vegularly organized gov-
ernment. Since that time, the.very limited
power possessed by the Executive has been ex-
ercised to preserve and protect them from the
inevitable consequences of a state of anarchy.
The only government which remained was that
established by the military authority during the 1
war. Regarding this to be a de facto govern- 1
ment, and that by the presumed consent of the |
inhabitants it might be continued temporarily, |
they were advised to conform and submit to it-

for the short intervening period before Congress

would again assemble and could legislate on the

subject. The views entertained by the Execu-

tive on this point are contained in a communi-

cation of the Secretary of State,dated the seventh

of October last,which was forwarded for publica-

tion to California and New Mexico,a copy of

which is herewith transmitied.

The small military force of the regular army,

which was serving within the limits of the ac-

quired territories at the close of the war, was re-

tained in them, and additional forces have been
ordered there for the protection of the inhabi-

tants, and to preserve and secure the rights and

interests of the United States. Q

No revenne has been called nor could ‘be col-

lected at the ports in California, becanse Con-

gress' failed to authorise the establishment of
Custom houses, or the appointment of offices for

that purpose.

The Secretary of the Treasury, by a circular

letter addressed to the collectors of cnstoms; on

the 7th of October last, a copy of which is here-

‘with transmitted, exercised all the power with

which he was vested by the law.

In pursuance of the act of the 14th of August

last, extending the benefit of our post oftice laws
to the people of California, the Postmaster Gen-
eral has appointed two agents, who have pro-

ceeded, the one to California, and the other to
Oregon, with authority to make the necessary
arrangements for carrying its provisions intu ef-
fect.

The monthiy line of steamers from Panama to
Astoria has been required to ““ stop and deliver
and take mails at San Diego, and San Franciseo.”
These mail steamers, connected by the isthmus
of Panama with the line of mail steamers onthe
Atlantic between New York aad Chagres, will
establish a regular communication with Califor-
nia. '

It is our solemn dnty to provide, with the least
practicable delay, for New Mexico and California,
regularly organized territorial governments. The
canses of the failure to do this at last session of
Congress are well known, and deeply to be regret-
ted. ~ With the opening prospects of increased pro-
sperity and national greatness which:the acquisition
which these rich and extensive territorial posses-
sions affords, how irrational it would be to forego
or 10 reject these advantages, by the agitation of o
domestic question which is coeval with the exist:
ence of our government itself, and 10 endanger by
internal strifes, geographical divisions, and heated
contests. for political power, or for any other cause,
the harmony of the glorious Union of oiir confede.-
ated Statea; that Union which binds us togetheras
one people, and which for sixty years has been onr
shietd and protecuon against every danger, In the
eyes of the world and of Yosterny. how. trivial and
isignificant  will bo all our imernal divisions
and struggles compared with the preservation of
this Union of the Statea in all its vigor and with all
ita countless blessings !  No patriot would foment
and excite gcogrupgicnl.uud sectional divisions,—
No lover of hia country would deliberately calen-
late the value of the Union. Future generationa
would look in amazement upon the folly of such a
coursge,

look ugon’ aato;
as desire lo maintain and

{ with aatonishment ; and such of them
etuate’ thronea

! the people of Vermont might so alier

QOther nations at the present.day would

ple of any of the sovereign States of the Union
from determining the character of their own domes-
tic institutions as they may deem.wise and proper.
Any and all the States possess this right, and Coun-
gress cannot deprive them of it. The people of
(ieorgia might, i they chose, so alter their censti-
tution as o abohsh slavery within its limits: and
their consti-
tution as to admit slavery within its limits.  Both

the Union itself.

In pursnance ol the provisions of the thirtecnth
article of the treaty of peace, trieudship, limus, and
settlement, with the republic of Mexico, and of the
act of July the twenty-ninth, 1848, claims ol our
citizens whicli had been *‘already liguidated and
decided sgainst the MeYican republic,”’ amounting,
with the interest thereon, to two million 1wenty-

Siates would possess the right : though asall know
it is not probable that either would exert it. i
Tt is lertunate for the peace and harmony ot the |
Union that this question is in its nature temporary, lt
and can only continue for the brief period which
will intervene before California and New Mexico
may be admtted as States into the Union. From
the tide of population now flowing into them, it is |
highly prubable that this will soon occur.
Considering the several States, and the eiti-
zens of the several States as equals, and enti- |
tled to equal rights under the constitntion, if this
were an original question, it might wellbe in-

three thousand eight hundred and thirtystwo dol-
lars and fifty-one cents, have been liguidated and
paid. There remain to be paid 1o these claims,
seventy-four thousand one hundred and ninety-two

the absence of this system, have been made the
basis of augmented bank paper issues, probably to
an amount not less than sixty or seventy millions
of dollars, producing asaun inevitable consequence of
an inflated currency, extravagant prices for a time,
and wild speculation, which must have been fol-
lowed, on the reflux to Europe, the succeeding
year, of so much of that specie, by the prostration
of the business of the country, the suspension of
the banks, and most extensive bankr'uplcies. Oc-
curring, as this would have done, at a.period
when the country was engaged in a foreign war;

dullars and twenty-six cents. .

Congiess atils lastsession having made no pro
vision lor executing the Bfteenth arncle ot the trea-
ty, by which the %‘mlf‘d States assume 1o muke
satislaction tor the “unliquidated claims’" of our
citizens against Mexico, 1o “an amount not exceed-
ing three and a quarter millions of dollars,”" the
subject is aguin recommended to your favorable
consideration.

The exchange of ratifications of the treaty

when cousiderable loans of specie was required for
disbursements, and when the banks, the fiscal
agents; of the government, and the depositories of
its money, were suspeniled, the public eredit must
have sunk, and many millions of dollars, as was
the case during the war of 1812, must have been
sacrificed in discounts upon loans, and upon the
depreciated paper currency which the government

sisted on that the prineiple of non-nterference | yjj1, Mexico took place on the thirtieth of May, | would hdve been compelled to use.

is the true doctrine, and that Congress could nut, |
in the absence of any express grant of powaer, in- |
terfere with their relative iights.  Upon a great .
emergency, however, and under menacing dan- !
gers to the Union, the Missouri compromise line :
n respect to slavery was adopted. The same ;
line was extended further westin tl
tion of Texas. After an acqyuiescence of nearly |
thirty years in the principle of compromise re-
cogunised and established by these acts, and to |
avoid the danger to the Union which might fol-
low if it were not disregarded, I have heretofore
expressed the opinion that that line of comprom-
ise should be extended on a parallel of thirty-six
degrees thirty minutes from the western boun-
dary of Texas, where it now terminates, to the
Pacific ocean. This is the middle ground of
compromise, upon which the different sections of
the Union may meet, as they have heretofore
met. If this be done, it is confidently believed
a large majority of the people of every section
of the country, however widely their abstract o-
pinions on the subject of slavery imay differ,
would cheerfully and patriotically acquiesce in
it, and peace and harmony would again fill our
borders. :

1848, Within one year from that time, the
commissioner and surveyor which each govern.
ment stipulates to appoint, are required o mee
¢ at the port of San Diego, and proceed to rin

and mark the said bonndary in its whole course l
to the mouth of the Rio Bravo del Norte.’ [t |
within which a ;commissioner and surveyor of
the respective governients are to meet at San
Diego, will expire on the thirtieth of May, 1819.

and marking the boundary line’’ between the
two countries, but did not fix the amount of sala-
ry which should be paid to the commissioner
and surveyor to be appointed on the part of the
United States. It is desirable that the amount
of compensation which they shall receive should
Le prescribed by law, and not left, as at present,
to Executive discretion.

Measures Jwere adopted at the earliest practi-
cable period 'to organized the *¢ Territorial gov-
ernment of Oregon,” ag anthorized by the actofl
the fourteenth of Augustlast. The governorand
marshal” of the Territory, accompanied by 2
small military escort, left the frontier of Missou-

The restriction north of the line wae only yiel
ded to in the case of Missouri and Texas upon
a principle of compromise, made necessary for |
the sake of preserving the harmony, and possi-
bly the existence of the Union.

It was upon these considerations that at the
close of your last session, 1 gave my sanction to
. the principle of the Missouri compromise line, by
approving and signing the Dbill to establish ““the
Territorial government of Oregon.” From a
sincere desire to preserve the harmony of the
Union, and in deference for the acts of my pre-
decessors, I felt constrained to yield my acqui-
escence to the extent to which they had ‘gone in
compromising this delicate and dangerous ques-
tion. Buat if Congress shall now reverse the de-
cision by which the Missouri compromise was
effected, and shall propuse to extend the restrie-
tion over the whole territory, south as well as
north of the parallet of thirty-six degrees.thirty
minutes, it will cease to be a compromise, and
must be regarded as an original question.

1f Congress, instead of observing the course
of non-interference, leaving the adoption of their
own domestic institutions to the people who in-
habit these Territories ; or if, insteall of extend-
ing the Missouri compromise line to the Pacific,
shall prefer to submit the legal and constitutional
questions which may arise to the decision of the
judicial tribunals, as was proposed in a bill that
passed the Senate at your last session, an adjust-
ment inay be effected in this made.

If the whole subject be referred to the judiciary,
all parts-of the Union should cheerfully aequi-
eace in the final decision of the tribunal created
by the constitution for the settlement of all ques-
‘tions which nmy arise under the constitution,
treaties, and Jaws of the United States.

Congress is earnestly invoked, for the sake of
the Union, its harmony, und our continued pros-
perity as anation, to ndjust this, the only danger-
ous question which lies in our path—if not in
some one of the modes suggested, in some other
which may be satisfactory.

In anticipation of the establishment of regnlar
governments over the ucquired territories, a
joint commission of officers of the nrmy and navy
lias been ordered to proceed to the const of Cal-
ifornia and Oregan, for the purpose of making re-

connoissances and a Peport as to the proper sites
for the erection of fortifications and othor defen-
sive works on land, and for suitable sitnations for

and _perpetuate ¢
and monarchical or anstocrauca‘] principles, will
. A 1 "

naval stations, The inlormation which may be

ri in September last,and took the southern route,

' by the way of Santa Fe and the river Gila, to

California, with the intention of proceeding
thence in one.of our vessels of war to their des-
tinotion.. The governor was fully advised of
the great impoftance of his early arrival in the
conntry, and it i= confidently believéd he may
reach Oregon in the latter- part of the present
month, or early in the next. The other officers
for the Territory hiave proceeded by sea.

The Secretary of the Treasury will present as
required by law, the estimate of the receipts and
, expenditares for the next fiscal year. The expen-

ditures as estimaicd for that year are thiry-three

miltions one hundred and fifty-two dollars and sev-
enty-three cents, including three million seven hun-
dred and ninety-nine thousand one hundred and
two dollars and eightesn cents_for the interest on
the public debt, and three millions five hundred
and torty thousand dollars for the principal and in-
terest due to Mexico on the thirtieth of May, 1350;
leaving the sum of twenty-five million eight hun-
dred and seventy-four thousand and fifty dollars
and thirty-five cents ; which it is believed, will be
ample for the ordinary peace expenditures.
The operations ol the tarifi act of 1846 have been
such during the past year as fully 1o meet the pub-
lic expectation, and to confirm the opinion hereto-
fore expressed of the wisdom of the change in our
revenue system which was effected by it. The re-
ceipts under it into the treasury for the first fiscal
year after its enactment exceeded by the sum of
five million forty-four thousand four hundred and
three dollars ‘and nine centa the amount collected
during the last fiscal year under the tariff act of
1842, ending the thirtieth of June. 1846. The to:
tal revenue realized from 1he of is
operation, on the 1st of December, 1846, until the
close of the last guarter, on the thirtieth of Sep-.
tember last, being twenty-two moniths, was fifty-
six million six hundred and fifty.four thousand five
hundred and sixty-three dollars and seventy.nine
cemv—beins a much larger sum than was ever be-
fore received irown duties during any equal period
under the the tariff ncts of 1824, 1828, 1832, and
1842, Whilst by the repenl of highly proteciive
and prohibitory duties the revenune has been in-
creased, the 1axes on the people have heen dimin-
ished. 'l‘hct; have been relieved from the heavy
aimouuta with which they were burdened under for-
wer laws in the form of increased prices or boun-
ties paid to favored classes and pursuits. )

The predictions which were made, that the tariff
act of 1846 would reduce the amount of revenue
below that -collected under the act of 1842, and
would prostrate the business and destroy the %qs-
perity of the country, have not been verified. ith

an appropriation for ¢ the expense of running {

Under the operations of the constitutional trea
sury, not a dolar has been lost by the depreciation
of the currency. Tlhie joans required to prosecute
the war with Mevico were negotiated by the Se-
cretary of the Treasury above par, realizing a
large premium o the government. The restrain-

1c acquisi- | j|] Le seen from this provision, that the peried } ing cfiect of the system upon the tendencies to ex-

cessive paper issues by banks has saved the gov-

! ernment from heavy losses, and thousands of our

. business from bankruptcy and ruin. The
Congress, at the close of its last session, made ' usiness men ir nRrupley :

isdom of the system has been tested, by the ex-
perience of the last two years; and itis the dictate
of sound policy that it should remain undisturbed.
The modifications in some of the details of this
| measure, involving none of its essential principles,
"heretofore recommended, arc again presented for
your favorable consideration. ’

Nothing can retard the onward progress of our
country, and prevent us from assuming and main-~
taining the first rank among nations, but a disre-
gard of the experience of the past, and a recur-

‘ rence to an.unwise public policy. We have just
!

HE~

closed a foreign war by an honorable peace—a war
rendered necessary and unavoidable in vindication
of: the national richts and: honor. The present
condition of the country is similar in some res-
pects to that which existed immediately after the
close of the war with Great Britainin 1815, and
the occasion is deemed to.be a proper one to take
a retrospeet of the measures of public policy which
followed that war. There was at-that period of
our history a departure from our earlier policy.—

government by construction, which obtained, was
not warranted by any just interpretation of the
constitution. A few years after the close of that
war, a series of Ineasures was adopted which,
united and corbined, constituted what was termed
by their authors and advocates the ¢ American
system.” .

The introduction ot the new policy was for a
time favored by the cendition of the country; by
the heavy deht which had been contracted du-
ring the war; by the depression of the public
credit; by the deranged state of the finances and
the currency.; and by the commercial and pecuni-
ary embarrasment which extensively prevailed.—
These were not the only causes which led to its
establishment. The events-of the war with Great
Britain, and the embarrasmepts which - had at-
tended its prosecution, had left on the minds of
many of our statesmen the impression that our
government was not strong enough, and that to
wield its resources suceessfully in great emergen
cies, and especially in war, more power should be
concentrated in its hands. This increpged power
they did not seek to obtain by the legitimate and
prescribed mode—an amendment of the constitu-
tion—but by construction. They saw govern-
ments in the old world based upon different or-
ders of society, and soconstituted as to throw the
whole power of nations into the hands of a few,
who taxed and controlled the many without res.
ponsibility. or restiaint. In that arrangement they
conceived the strength of nutions in war conaisted.

Juxury, und display of* the. higher orders, who
drew theiv wealth -from ‘the toil o# the laboring
millions. The anthors of the system drew their
ideas of political economy froni what they had

witnessed in Europe, and particularly in - Great

concentrated in few hands; and had seen the

There was also something fascinating in the ease, .

Britain. 'They had viewed the-enormous. wealth.

The enlargement of the powers of the federal -

.-

splendor of tho overgrown establishments of an -

“(Concluded on the fourth page:)




