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“ Jost at his hands.
nm; for it, for had I killed him and |

9

ié about twenty paces she halted,

&

& younot listen 1o my words?
mot always been true words, Macuma- |
& bt and he shrugged his shoulders |

her;
T s is Hendrika, the body serv-
the Btar.”
know her,” said Mr. Carson,

: ng tale much dmcripﬁ;oform

nd many gestures, finishing up by pro-

SBucing the great knife from which his
phfulness had saved me.

en 1 was called upon, and in a few

rlef words substantiated his story; in-

i my face did that in the sight of all

Then Mr. Carson turned to Hendrika,
n stood in sullen silence, her oyes
the ground, and asked her if
2 had anything to say.
~ Bhe looked up boldly and answered:
“Macumazubn has robbed we of the

of my mistress. I would have |

sbbed him of his life, which is a little
ing compared to that which I have
1 have failed, and 1

no trace the Star would have forgot-

. ten him and shone on me again.”

WNever,” murmured Stella in my ear;
But Mr. Carson turned white with
wrath,

8 “My people,” he said, “you hear the

nrds of this woman. You hear how
@ pays me back, me and my daughter
. m she IIHBI'; she loves, She sy
4 she could have murdered a man
ho done her no evil, the man who

husband of her mistress,. We |

d her from the babyans, we tamed

r, we fed her, we taught her, and this
how she pays us back. Say, my
what reward shall be given to

Death,” said the circle of indunas,
ng their thumbs downwards, and
the multitude Beyond echoed the

d **Death.”
*Death,” repeated the head induna,
dding: “If you save her, my father, wo
il slay her with our own hands, She

8 & babyan woman, s devil woman; ah, |

we have heard of such before; let
' be slain before she works more evil,”

Then it waa that Stella stepped for-
rd and

begged for Hendrika's life in |

terms, SBhe pleaded tho savagery

the woman's nature, her long service,
the affection that she had always

n toward herself, She said that I,

s life had been attempted, forgave
and she, my wife, who had nearly
Jeft a widow before shewas mnade n

g, forgave her; Iot them forgive her

80, let her be sent_away, not slain, let
her marriage day be stained with

Now her father listened readily enough,

for he had no intention of killing ilen-
flka—indeed, he had already promised
ttodo so. But the peopls wers inn
ferent  humor, they looked upon Hen-

i a8 a devil, and would have tarn her

o pleces there and then, could they have
iad their way, Nor were matters mended
Indaba-zimbi, who had alveady gained
reat reputation for wisdom and moagie

) the place. Suddenly the old man rose
nd wade gquite an impassioned speech,

 wrging them to kill Hendrika at once or

chief would come of it.
At lnst matters got very bad, for two

of the indunas came forward to drag her |

off to execution, and it was not until
“Btella fairly burst into tears that the
sight of her grief, backed by Mr. Car-
#on's orders and my own remonstrances,

‘carried the day.
~ All this while Hendrika had been
quite unioved, At lust the
tumult stopped, and the leading induna
palled to her to go, promising that if
ever she showed Ler fuce near the kraals
whe should be stabibed like a jackal,
Hendrika spoke to Stelln in 0 Jow

p in English:
~ “Better let them kill me, mistress, bot-
for all, Without you to love 1 shall
j0 mad and become a habyan aguin.”

& Biella did not answer, and they loosed

S her. Bhe stepped forward and Jooked
& ab the natives with o stare of bate. Then
@ turned and walked past me, and as
“she passed whispered a native phrase in
ay ear, that, being literally translated,

o

the same siguificance as the French

L “surevoir,”

It frightened me, for I knew she meant
i she had not done with we, snd saw
our mercy waus misplaced.  Seving
face change she ran swiftly from we,

‘and as she passed Induba-zimbi, with a |

dden wovement soateched hor great
knife from his band. When she had

ed long aund earnestly on Stella,

. gave one loud ory as of anguish, and
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dually grew weaker, but he did not

. Of course his condition quite pre-
cluded the idea of our leaving Babyan
Kraal till all was over,

also because the state of her health ren-
dered tt desirable that we should reach
a civilized raﬁi:n n4 8oon as possible.

At length the end came vory suddenly,
Wao were sitting ono evening by Mr.
Carson's bedeide in his hut, when to our
astonishment he sat up and ?:ka.

“1 hear you," ho sald, “Yes, yos, 1
forgive you. Poor woman! you too have
suffered,” and he fell back dead.

I have little doubt that he was address-
ing his lost wile, some vision of whom
had flashed across his dying sonses,
Stella, of course, was overwhelmed with
grief at her loss.  Till I came her father
had been her sole companion, and there-
fore, ns may be imngined, the tie be
tween thom was much closer than s
usual even In the cnse of father and
daughter. 8o deeply did she mourn that
I began to fear for the effect upon her
health, Nor were wo the only ones to
grieve; all the natives on the settlement
called Mr. Carson “‘father,” and as a
father they lamented him, The air re-
sounded with the wailing of women
and the men went about with lml‘mi
heads, saying that “the sun had set in

the heavens, now only the Star (Stella) |
Indaba-zimbi alone did not |

remained.”
mourn., He said that it was best that
the Inkoos should die, for what was life
worth whes one lay like & log?—more-
over, that it would have been well Tor all
AF b hind died sooner,

On the following day we byried him

in the little graveyard near the water- |

full, It was a sad business and Stella
eried very much, in spite of all 1eould
do to comfort her,

|
That night as 1 sat outside tho hut |

smoking —for the weather was hot and
Stelln waslying down inside —old Indaba-
zimbi came up, saluted and squatted at
my feet.

SWhat is it, Indaba-zimbi?® 1 said,

“This, Macumazahn, When are yon
going to trek towards the coast*”

“Tdon't know,” Lanswered, “The Star
is not fit to travel now; we must wait
awhile,"

“No, Macumapzahn, you must nob swaits
you must go, and the Star must take her
chanco. She is strong. It is nothing,
All will be well,™

“Why do you say sa?
gof”

“For this reason, Macumazahn,” and
he looked cantiously round and spoke
low. “The baboons have come hack in
thousands,  All the mountain is full of
them,"

1 did not know that they had gone,™
T said,

“Yes," he answered, “they wont after
the marvisge, all but one or two; now
they are back, all the baboons in the
world, T think, 1T saw a whole ¢liff
black with them,"

“Is that all?" T said, for T saw that he
had something behind. I nim not afreaid
of a pack of baboons,”

“No, Macumazahn, itis not all.  The
babyan-fraa, Hendrika, is with them,"

Now, nothing ol been heard or seen
of Hendvika since her expulsion, and
though at fivst sho and her thvents had
hounted me somewhat, by degrees she
had to a great extent passed out of my
mind, which was fully preocenpiod with
Stelln and my father-indaw's illness, 1
started violently, “How do you know
this?" 1 asked,

“1 know it because 1 saw her, Macu-
maznhn, She is disguised, she is dressed
up in baboon skins, and her facoe isstain-
wd dark. But though she was a long
way off 1 konew hed by her sizge, and 1
saw the white flesh of hor nrin when the
shing slipped aside.  She has come back,
Mucumazahn, with all the baboons in
the workd, nod she has come back to do
evil. Now do you understand why you
should trek?”

SYos," 1 enild, “though 1 don't see how
sho and the baboons can harm us, 1
think that it will be better to go. I nee-
PREAFY Wo 0An camp the wasgons some-
where fora while on the journey, Heark-
en, Indaba-zimbi: say nothing of this to

| the Star; 1T will not have her frightoned,

“Till another mwoon,” but which |

A few minutes later we saw hor |

i'ﬁl' away, bounding up the face of an al-
& most perpendicular clif—a chiff that no-
0 body except herself and the haboons

. could possibly climb,

“Look," said Indaba-zimbi in my ear,

- ook, Mucumazalin, there poes the
babyan frou.  But, Macumazahn, she
will come back again.  Al, why will

Have they

turned away,

a while I was much disturbed, but
any rate Hendrika was gone for the
went, and Stells, my dear and lovely

ife, was there at my side, and in her
iles I forgot my fears.

And hearken ngain.  Bpeak to the head
men, and see thiot watchers are set all
around the huts and gardens, and kopt
there night and day. To-morrow wo will
goet the wagons ready, and the next day
we will trek,”

He poddied his white lock and went to
do iy bidding, leaving moe not o little
disturbed —unreasonably so, indeed, It
was o strange story,  That this woman
had the power of conversing with ba-
boons I kpow. That was not so very
wonderful, sccing that the
claim to be abile to do the same thing, and
she had been purtured by them,  But
that she had been able o muster thew,
und by the strength of her human will
wod intelligence muster them in order to
forward her ends of revenge, seemed to
ms 80 inceredible that after refloction my
fears grew light,  Sull 1 determined to

' otrek.

" For the rest of that day, why should 1

of it*~-there are things too happs
i too sacred to bo written of,

d that rest, tuat perfect joy which
seek 50 continually and s furcly

CHAPTER XI.
WONDER if
many marvied
couples are quite
as happy as we
found ourselves,

Cynics, a grow- |

ing class, declare

that few illusions |

Chn suUrvive o
honeymoon.
Well, 1 do oot
kuoow about it, for
1 only married
once, und can but
speak from wy
Hmited experi-
ence. But cer-
mather the great
shadow, did sur-
it survives in my

| something gquite pitiable,

At last T had, if only for a litde while, |

So 1 went into Stella, and without suy-

Ing o word to ber of the buboon story,
told her T had been thinkiog matters
over, and had come o the conclusion

| rhat it was our duty to follow her futher’s

instructions to the letter, and leave Bal-
yan Kraals at once.  Into all our talk |
need not enter, but the end of it was that
she agrecd with e, and declared thas
she could quite well manage the journey,

Nothing happened to disturb us that

night, and on the following mworning 1 |
Thae |

was up carly making preparations,
despairof  the people when they learned
that wo were going to leave them was

console
but on a journey, and would return the
tullowing year,

“*They had lived in the shadow of hor
father, who was Al Iin-" declared :
they were little they
lived in his shadow e had received
them when the Vowere ouleasts mnd wan-
derers without a mat tolicon, or g blank

Sover since

et 1o cover them, and they had grown |

fut in his shidow, Then he had died,
and the Star, their futher'sduughter, had
married me, Macumuzahing, and they had
believed that T should take their father's
pluee, and let thew lise in my shadow,
What shiould they do when there was no
ane to protect them? The ribes wepw
kept from sttacking them by fear of the
white man, If he went, they would be
eaten up,” and so on,
but too wuch foundution for their fears.

I returned o the hiats ot mid-day to get
some dinner,  Stella sabd that she was
going to pack during the aflternoon, so §
did not think it necossary to eaution her
about going out ulo
o wllude o the soboeot of Hepdrika and

=

Why must wo |

Dushmen

I could only |
thetn by declaring that we were |

basd |

Alus! there was |

L oand the hured

as bl nor wish |

the baboons uniess | was gedto. 1
told her, howover, that 1 omne

hor as soon as 1 conld
Ket nway. I went down to the na-
tive kraals to sort out such cattle as had
belonged to Mr, Carson from those which

belonged to the Kaffir, for 1 1o
take them with us, Itmu%‘;
and the lusiness took an  inca

time, At length, & littla before sun-
down, I gave It up, knd leaving Indnba-
eimbi to finlsh the job, got on my horse
and rode homewards,

Arriving, 1 gave the horse to one of
the stable boys, and went into the cen-
tral hut.  There wns no sign of Btella,
though the things she had been packing
lay about the floor. 1 passed first into
our slecping hut, thence one by one into
all the others, but still saw no sign of her,
Then | wentout, and ealling to & Kaffir
in the garden asked him if he had seon
his mistross.

He answered “*yes.” He hail soen her
carrying flowers walking towards the
graveyard, holding the little white girl
—my danghter—as ha called ber, by the
hand, when the sun stood *“‘there.” and
he polnted to 8 spot in the horizon whers
it wonld have been about an hour and n
half before. *The two dogs were with
them,” he ndded. I turned and ran
towards the graveynrd, which was abont
o quarter of amile from the huts  Of
course there was no reason to be anxious
—~ovidently she hnd gone to lay the
flowers on her father's grave.  And yet
I was nnxious,

When I got near the graveyerd | met
one of the natives, who, by my orders,
hail been sot round the kraals 1o watch
the place, and notleed that he was rub-
bing his oyes and vawning. Clearly ho
had boen asloep. 1 asked him if b had
seon his mistress, and he answeored that
he had not, which under the eircum-
stances was not wonderful  Without

stopping to repronch him, 1 ordersd the |
man to follow me, and went on to the |
" Ll {
Carson's

gravevard,  There, on  Mr.
grave, lay the drooping flowers which
Stelln had been earrying, and there in

the fresh mold was the spoor of Tota's |

veldschoon, or hide slipper.  Bug where
wuro they?

I ran from the graveyard and ealled
alond at the top of my voice, but no an-

swor came, Meanwhile the native wns

more profitably engaged i tracing their |
He followed it for about a hun-

Kwior.
dreed yards till be came to a clump of
mimosn hush that was situsted  betwoeen
the stream and the ancient muarble quar-
ries just above the waterfall, and at the
moutlpof the ravine,
and 1 heard him give o startled ery, 1
rushed to the spot, passed through the
trees, and saw  this,
space in the center of the glade had been
the scene of a struggle, There, in the
soft carth, were the muarks of three hu-
man fect—two shod, ono naked-——Stella's,
Tota's and Hendrika's, Nor was this all.
There, close by, lay the fragments of the
two doga—they were nothing more—nand
one baboon, not yet ruite dead, which
had been bitten in the throat by the
dogs.  All round us was the spoor of
numberless baboons,  The full horror of
what had happenad Hashed intomy mind,

My wifo and Tota had been carried off
by the baboons,  As yet they had not
been Killed, for if so their remsing would
hiave been found with those of the dogs.
They had beon carried off,  The brutes,
acting under the direction of the woman-
monley, Hendrika, bad dragged them
away tosome secret den, there to keep
thean il they died—or kill them!

For a moment 1 literally staggered bo-
neath the torror of the shock, Then 1
roused miyself from my despair. 1 bado
the native run and aliem the people at

the kraals, telling them to come armaed, |
| and bring me gons aod ammuonition. e |

went like the wind, and 1 turned w fol-
low the spoor. For o few yards it wis
plain enough—8Stells had boen dragged
alomg, 1 eould sew where hor heels had
struele the groundy the ehibld had, 1 pre-
waied, boen carvied —at least there wore
no marks of her feet, At the water's
edge the spoor vanished, The water was
shallow, and they had gone along in i,
or ab least Heondeika and her victims
had, in order to obliterate the trail. 1
conld see where a moss grown stone had
bevm freshily turmed over in the water
bodd, T ran along the bank some way up

the ravine, in the vain hope of eatehing |

a sight of them.  Presently 1 heand o

bark in the chitfs above me; it was an- |

swored by another, and then | saw that
seores of baboons were  hidden abont
nmong the rocks on oither side, and were

| slowly swinging themselves down to bar
wos |

the path. To go on noormed as 1
would be usgeless, T should only be torn
Lo pieves as the dogs had been,

senger hud rovsed the settlement, for

natives with spears and kerries in their |
1

hands were running up towards the
kraals,
old Indaba-zuabi, who wore a very seri-
ons T,

“80 the evil has fallen, Macwoazaln,™
he said,

It has follen,” T answered.

CKeepa good heart, Macumazahn,™ he
suid agnin,
little waid, and before they die we shall
find them,  Bemember this, Hendrika
loves her. She will not harm her or al-
low tho babyans to harm ber.  She will
try to hide hey away from vou—that is
all.”

“Pray God that we may find her," 1
groancd,  “The light 1s going fast,”

“The woon rises in threo hours,” he
answersd.,  “We will search by moon-
Hght, It is nscless to start now; see, tho
sunsinks, Lot us get the men togethor,
cal and make things ready.  Hamba
gachle,  Hasten slowly, Macumazahin,®

As there was no help 1 took his advice,
I eould cut no food, but T packed some
up to take with us, and made ready
ropes amd a rough Kind of litter.  If we
found them they would soarcely bo ablo
teeowalk,  Ah! 0 we found thom!  How
slowly the time passed! Bt seemed honrs
before the moot rose,
s,

Then westarted, In all wo were about
a bundred men, but we only mustered
five guns between us, my clephant roer
and four that had belonged 1o Mr, Car-
s,

CHAPTER X11,

E gained

thi spot

by the

BLrouwm

where

Stellas

hiad bween

. taken,
The natives look-

;z_ _wed oat the torn
¢ Nragments of the
dogs, and at the
wurks of vio-

v lenee, and 1 heard
tham swenring te
cach other that
whether the Star

lived or died they |
would not rest till |

thoy hwl exterin-

fnated every biaboon on Dabyan's peak, |
1 echioed the onth, and, as a2l be secn, |

we kept il

We stardad on along the stream, fols |
| lowing the spoorv of the baboons as we

best could.  But the stream lofu no spoor,

raocky banks Tun ligla
Bl Wé wanaerea on, Al nigut we
wundered through the lonely moonlit val-
deys, startling the silenco into a thousand
echoes with our crigs, But no answer

Hoere ho stopped, |

The littls open |

Ho

|
turned and fled Lack toward the buts, |
As Ldrew near T eould seo that my mes- |

When Droached the hut 1 omet |

“She is not dead, nor is the

Bhug ot last it did

| have been an end of Indaba-gimbi.
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he may get some idea
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w was old Indaba-
staring straight beforo
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nota of what went on
struck me. This man
power, Soveral times
during our adventures he had prophe-

, and in every case his prophecies

proved true, He it was who, when
we eacaped from the Zulu Impl, had
told me to steer north, because there we
should find the place of a white man

£
:
3

who lived under the shadow of a great |

that was full of baboons.  Perhaps

he could help in this extremity—at any
rate it was worth trying,

“Indaba-zimbi,” 1 sald, “*you say that

you can send your spirit through the |
doors of space and see what we cannot |

see. At the least I know that you can
do strange things, Can you not help
me now? If you can, and will save her,
1 will give you half the cattle that we
hiive here.”

“I never eaid anything of the sort,
Macumuzahn,” he answered, “1 do

things, 1 do not talk about them, Neither |

do 1 seek reward for what 1 do like a
common wilch doctor, It is well that
you have asked me to use my wisdom,
Macumazahn, for 1 should not have used
it ngain without being asked—no, not
even for the sake of the Star and yourself,
whom 1 love, for if so my spirit would
have been angry, In the other motters |
had a part, for my life was concerned os
well as yours; but in this matter 1 have
no part, and therefore I might not use
my wisdom unless you thought well to
eall upon wy spirit.  However, it would
have been no good to ask me before, for
I have puly just found the berb T want,”
and he produced o handful of leaves of
n plant that was unfamiliar to me, It
bad prickly leaves, shaped very much
like those of the cqmmon English nettle,

“Now, Macumazahn,” he went on,
“bid the men leave usalone, and then
follow me presently to the little glade
down there by the water."

1 did so, When I reached the glade 1
found Indaba-zimbi kindling o small fire
under the shadow of u tree by the edge of
the water,

YSit there, Macumazahn,” he sald,
pointing to a stone near the fire, “amld de
not be surprised or frightened at any-
thing you see. I you move or, call out
we shall learn nothing,”

Isat down and watched. When the
fire was alight and burning brightly, the
ol fellow stripped himself stark naked,
and, going to the foot of the pool, dipped
himself in the water, Then he came
back shivering with the cold, and, lean-
ing over the little fire, thrust leaves
of the plant 1 have mentioned into his
mouth and began to chew them, mutter-
ing as he chewed.,  Most of the remaining
leaves ho throw onto the firee A denso
smoke rose from them, but he hald hLis
head in this smoke and drew it down inte
ks Tungs till T saw that he was exhibiting
overy sign of suffocation.
his throat and chest swelled, he gasped
loudly, and his eyes, from which tears
woere streaming, seemed as though thoy
were going to start from his head, Pres
ently he fell over on his side, and lay
senseless, T was terribly alarmed, and
my first impulse was to run to his assist.
ance, but fortunately I remembered his
caution and sat quiet,

Indaba-zimbi lay on the ground like »
person quite dead.  His limbs had all the
utter relaxation of death, Bub as )
wiatchod Tsaw them begin to stiffen, ex
actly as though rigor mortis had sqt in.
Then, to my astonishment, I perceivad
them onee more relax, and this time
there appeared upon his chest the stain
of decomposition. It spread and spread;
in three minntes the man, to all appear
ance, wui u livid corpse,

I sat amnzed watching this uncanny
sight, and wondering if any further nat-
urnl process was about to be enacted.
Perhaps Indaba-zimbi was going to fall
to dust before my eves, Ad 1 watched 1
observed that the discoloration was be.
ginning to fade.  First it vanished from
thy extromition, then from the larger
limbs, and lastly from the trunk. Then
in turn came the third stage of relaxa
tiom, the second stage of stitfness or rigor,
anid the first stage of after-death collapse,
When all these had rapidly succeeded
each other, Indaba-zimbi quietly woke
up.

ll was (oo astonished to speak; I simply
lovked at him with my mouth open,

“Well, Macumazahn,” he said, putting '

his head on one side like o bird and nod-
ding his white lock in a comical fashion,
M4t is ull right; 1 have seen her.”

HBeen whot" 1 said.

“The Star, your wife, and the little
maid. They are much frightened, but
unharmed.  The babyan-frau watches
them. She is mad, but the baboons obey
her and do not hurt them. The Star was
sleeping from weariness, 8o 1 whispered
in her ear and told her not to be fright
ened, for you would soon rescue her, and
that meanwhile she must seem to be
pleased to have Hendrika near her.”

“You whispered in her ear?™ I said,
“How could you whisper in her ear?

“Bal! Macumnzahn, How could ]
soem to die and go rotten before yow
eyes? You don’t know, do you? Well
1 will tell you one thing. I had to die te

the doors of space, ns you call them
P had to draw ali the healthy strength
and life from my body in order to gather
power to speak with the Star. It wasa
dangerous business, Macumazahn, for if
1 had let things go a little further they
must have stopped s, and there wottld
Ah,
you white men, you know so much that
you think you know everything., DBut
you don't! You are always staring at
the clouds and can't #ee the things that
lie st your feet.  You bardly believe me
now, do you, Macumaeahn? Well, 1 will
ehow you, Have you anything on you
that the Star has touched or worn:™

I thought for a woment, and said that
I had o lock of her hair in my pocket-
He told e to give it to him, 1
did 80, Going to the tire, ho Lit the lock
of hair in the flame, and let it burn to
nshes, which he caught in his left hand,
These nshes he mixed up in a paste with
the juice of oneof the leaves of the plant
1 have spokon of.

“*Now, Macumuazahn, shut your eyes,"
ho said.

1 did 50, and be rubibsed his paste on my
eyelids. At first it burnt we, then my
head swam strangely.  Presently thisef-
feot passed off, and my brain was por-

\ fectly clear ngain, but I could not feel

the ground with my feet, Indabu-zimbi
Jed me to the side of the stream, Beneath
us wus o pool of beautifully clvar water.

“Look into the pool, Mucunuizalin,™
sald Lodaba-gimbi, and his voice sounded

he were looking into |

The veins in

| others,

I saw b

her sleep,  Close 1o her, her

Stelln's breast, was littlo Tota; she had a
skin thrown over her to keep out the
night cold The child was awake, and
appeared to be moaning with fear. By

 the fire, and in such a position that the

light fell full upon her face, and en-

| gaged in cooking something In a rough

pot shaped from wood, sat the baboon-
woman, Hendrika, She was clothed in
baboon skins, and her face had been
rubbed with some dark stain, which was,
however, woaring off.

In the intervals of her cooking she
would turn on Stelin her wild eyes, in
which glared visible madness, with an
expression of tenderness that amounted
to worship, Then she would stare at
the poor child and gnash her teeth as
though with hate. Clearly she was jeal-
ous of it. Round the entrance arch of
the eave peeped and peered the heads
of many baboons. Presently Hendrika
made a sign to one of them; apparently
she did not speak, or rather grunt, in
order not to wake Btelln. The brutes
hopped forward, and she gave it a sec-
ond rude wooden pot which was lying
by her, It took it and went, The last
thing that 1 saw, as the vision slowly
vanished from the pool, was the dim
shadow of the baboon returning with
the pot full of water.

Presently everything had gone, T
ceased to feel strange. There beneath
me was the pool, and at my side stood
Indaba-zimbi, smiling.

“You have seen things,"” he said.

“I have,” 1 answered, and made no
further remark on the matter. What
wns thera to say? “Do you know the
path to the cave?” 1 added.

e nodded his head. *'I did not follow
it all just now, because it winds,” he
said. “But I know it. We shall want
the ropes,”

*“Then let us be starting; the men have
eaten.”

He nodded his head again, and, going
to the men, I told them to make ready,
adding that Indaba-zimbi knew the way.
They sald that was all right; if Indaba-
zimbi had “smelt her out” they should
soon find the Btar, Bo we started cheer-

fully enough, and my spirits were so |

much improved that I was able to eat a
boiled mealie cob or two ns we walked.

We went up the valley, following the
course of the stream for about a mile;
then Indaba-zimbi made a sudden turn
to the right along another kloof, of which
there were conntless numbersin the base
of the great hill,

On we went through kloof after kloof,
Indaba-zimbi, who led us, was never at
a loss; he turned up gulleys and strock
neross necks of hills with the certainty
of s hound on a hot scent. At length,
after about three hours' march, we came
to a big silent valley on the northerfi
glope of the great peak. On one side of
this valley was a series of stony koppies,
on the other rose a sheer wall of rock.
Wao marched along the wall for a dis-
tance of some two miles, Then suddenly
Induba-zimbi halted,

“There is the place,” he said, pointing
to an opening in the cliff, This opening
was about forty fect from the ground,
und ellipse shaped, It cannot have been
more than twenty feet high by ten wide,
and was partially hidden by ferns and
bushes that grew about it in the surface
of the ¢liff. Keen ns my eyes were, [
doubt if 1 should ever have noticed it,
for there were many such cracks and
erannies in the rocky face of the great
mountain,

We drew near and looked carefully at
the place.  The first thing I noticed was
that the rock, which was not guite per-
pendiculur, had been worn by the eontin-
unl passage of baboons; the second, that
something white was banging on o bush
nearthe top of the nscent,

It was a pocket-handkorchief.

Now there was no more doubt about
the matter. With a beating heart I be-
gan the ascent.  For the first twenty feet
it was comparatively easy, for the rock
shelved; the next ten feet was very difli-
cult, but etill possible to an active man,
and T achieved it, followed by Indaba-
zimbi, DBut the last twelve or fifteen
feet could only be scaled by throwing o
vope over the trunk of a stunted tree,
which grew at the bottom of the
opening. This we accomplished with
some trouble, and the rest was easy. A
foot or two  bove my head the handker-
chief fluttered in the wind., Huanging to
the rope, 1 grasped it, It was my wife's.
As I did so 1 noticed the face of a baboon
peering at me over the edge of the cleft,
thoe first baboon we had seen that morn-
ing. Tho bruto gave a bark and van-
ishei,  Thrusting the handkerchief into
my breast, Iset my foel against the cliff
and serawmbled up as hard as 1 conld go,
I knew that we had no time to lose, for
the baboon would quickly alarm the
1 gained the cleft. It was a
mere arched passage cut by water, end-
ing in w gulley, which led to a wide open
space of some sort, 1 looked through the
passago and saw that tho gulley was
black with baboons, On they came by
the hundred. 1 unslung wmy elephant
gun from my shoulders, and waited,
calling to the men below to come up
with all possible spead. The brutes
gtreamed on down the gloomy gulf to-
wards we, barking, grunting and show-
ing their huge tecth, T waited till they
were within fifteen yards, Then I fired
the elephiant gun, which was loaded
with slugs, right into the thick of them,
In thut narrow  place the report echoed
like o cannon shot, but its sound was
quickly swallowed in the vollay of piere-
ing homan sounding groans and sercams
that followed, The charge of heavy slugs
had plowed through the nomber of the
baboons, of which at least a dozen lay
dead or dying in the passage,  For a mo-
ment they hesitated, then they eame on
again with a hideous clamor, Fortunate-
Iy by this time Indaba-zimbi, who also
haid & gun, was standing by my side, oth-
erwise 1 should have been torn to pieces
before 1 eould relosd,  He fired both bar-
rels into them, aud again checked the
rush.  But they came on again, and not-
withstanling the appearance of two na-
tives with guns, which they let off with

wore o less suecess, weshould have been |

overwheltued by the great and ferocious
apes had 1 not by this time succeoded in
reloading the clephant gun,  When they
woere right on o us 1 fired, with even
more dead!y effeot than before, for at
that distance every slug told on their

long line.  The how s ol sereams of rage

wnid fury were now something inconcelv- |
Cne wight have thought that we !
a host of de- |
the |

ksl
were doing with
that  light
overhanging  arch of rock made it
very  dark—the gnashing soouts and
sonber glowing eves of the apes looked
Like those of devils as they are repre
sented by monkish fancy,  DBut the lgst
shot was too much for them; they with.
drew, drageing some of thelr wounded
with them, and thus gave us time to get
our mwen up the cidl.  In a few minutes
all were there, and we advanced down
the passage, wliich presently opened into
o rocky gulley with shelving sides. This
gulley had a water way at the bottom of
it; it was about a hundred yards long,
and the slopes ou cithior side were topped

battle

mons;  indood  in

for

me the sound was n mere

ery, but the baboons clearly understood
it, for they began to roll rocks down on
to us. One bowlder past mo and
struck down a Kaffir behind; another
fell from the roof of the arch on to a
man's bead and killed him, Indaba-zimbi
lifted his gun to shoot Hendrikay 1
kuocked it up so that the shot went over
her, erving that he would kill the child,
Then [ shouted to the men o open out
and form a line from side to side of the
shelving gulley., Furious at (he loss of
their two comrades, they obeyed

and kee in the water way myself,
her with Indaba-zimbl the

guns, I gave the word to
Then the real battle began,

cult to say who fought the more flercely,
the natives or the baboons, The Kaffirs
charged nlong the slopes, and as

came, encotl by the soreams of
Hendrika, who rushed to and fro hold-

ed at them in fury,

killed by the assegals and
many more fell beneath our gun shots,
but still they came on, Nor did we
seathless, reasionally & man won
allr. or be -ﬂ::led over in the grip of a
baboon. n the others would fling
themselves upon him like dog'n on a rat,
and worry him to death., We lost five
men in this way, and I mysell received
a bite through the fleshy part of the left
arm, but fortunately o native near me
assegnied the animal before T was pulled
down,

At length, and all of a sudden, the
buboons gave up. A panic seemed to
eofze them, Notwithstanding the cries
of Hendrika they thought no more of
fight, but only of escape; some even did
not attempt to get away from the gsse.

is of the Kaflirs, they simply hid their
wrrible faces in their paws, nnd, moan-
iu¥ piteously, waited to be slain.

lendrika saw that the battle was lost,
Droppiog the child from her arms, she
rushed stralght at us, o very picture of
horrible insanity, 1 lifted my gun, but
could not bear to shoot. After all she
wis but o wad thing, half ape, half
woman. So I sprang to one slde, and
she landed full on Indaba-ziwhi, koock-
fpg him down. But she did not stay to
do any more, Wailing terribly, “she
rushed down the gulley and through the
arch, followed by many of the surviving
baboons, and vanished from our sight,

CHAPTER XIJI,

HE FIGHT | Before her in the glade, holding the

was over.
In all we

seven men
killed, and
several
more wers
severely
bitten,
whils but few
had escaped
without some
tokens  whereby

lie might remem-

ber what a ba-
boon's teeth and
claws are like.
How manyof the

brutes we killed |

I never knew,

vast number, I shonld think that the
stock must have been low about Babyan's
peak for many years afterwards, From
that day to this, however, 1 have always
avoided baboons, feeling more afraid of
them than any beast that lives,

Thoe path was clear, and we rushed for-
ward up the water-course. But first we
picked up littlo Tota.  The child was not
inaswoon, na I had thought, but par-
alyzedl by terror, so that she could scarce-
Iy speak.
though it took her many a week to re-
cover here nerve,  Had sho been older,
and hod ghe not rememberad Hendrika,
1 doubt if she would bhave recovered it
She knew me again, and flung her little
arms about my neck, elinging to me so
closoly that T did not dare to give her to
any one else o carey lest 1 should add to
her terrors,  Ho I went on with her in
my arms. The fears that piercod my
heart mny well be imagined.  Should 1
find Stella alive or dead?
her at allz Well, wo should soon know
poew,  We stumbled on up the stony wa-
ter-course; notwithatanding the weight
of Tota, I led the way, for suspense lent
me wings.
an extroordinary scene  lay before us.
We were in o great natural amphithea-

tre, only it was tliree times the size of |

any amphitheatre ever shaped by man,
and the walls were formed of precipitous
cliffs, ranging from one to two hondred
feet in height,  For the rest, the space
thus inclosed was level, studded with
park-like trees, brilliant with flowers,
wd having o stream running  through
the center of it that, as 1 alterwards dis-
covered, welled up from the groumd at
the head of the open space,

Weo spread ourselves out in a line,
scarching everywhere, for Tota was too
overcome to be able to tell us where
Stella was hidden away., Eer nearly
half an hour we searchaed and searched,
scamning the walls of rock for any pos-
gible openiug to a cave. In vain—we
could tind none,
zimbi, but his foresight
here,  All he could say wasthat this was
the place, and that the St was hidden

someswhere in acave, but where the cave |

wis he could not tell, At last we camo
to the top of the wphitheatre.  There
bifore us was a wall of rock, of which
the lower parts were here and there
clithed in grasses, Hichens and e Cpers,

I walked along it, ealling at the top of |

my vuioce,

Presently my heart stood still, for 1
thought 1 heard o faint answer, 1 drew
nearer to the place from which the sound
pecmed to come, and again called,  Yes,
there was an answer in my wife's voice,
It scemed to come from the rock, 1
went up to it and searched among the
creepers, but still could find no opening,

“Move the stone,” eried Stella's viice,
“the cave is shut with a stone,”

I took o spear and prodided ot the cliff
whenee the sound cmmne,  Suddenly the
spear sauk in through aomass of Jichen,
I swept the lichen aside, rovealing a
bowlder that hwd been rolled into the
mouth of an opening in the rock, which
it fitted so peourntely that, covered as it
was by the overlonging lidhen, it might
well have S fd the keenest cye., Wao
dragged the bowlder out; it was two
men's work w o Jdo it Bevond was o
parrow, water worn passage, which I
followed with a beating heart.  Pres-
ently the passagoe opened into a small
cave, shaped like a pickle bottle, and
coming toa neck st the wp end. We
||.'|m’-l through amnd found vurselves in a
second, much larger cave, that 1 at once
l‘l'l‘ﬂﬁlli.h'll as the one of wliic I Ihl!Jllll‘
gimbi bhad shown we a vision in the
water. Light reached it from above—
how I know not—and by it [ could see n
form half sitting, half lying on some
skins &t the top ond of the cave, [
rushed toit, It was Stella! Stella bound

with strips of hide, bruised, torm, but |

still Btelly, and alive,

Bhe saw me, sho gave ono ory, then as
¥ caught her in oy arms she faintod, It
was happy indeed that she did not faiug

| mess stared from her eyes

| to avoid leaving s spoor,

Otherwise she was unhurt, |

Now wo ware through, and |

Lapplied to old Indaba- | 40 holding the end of the hide rein
was at fault | her teeth, one of the baboons hanging

| heads of those horrible baboons,
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tidied her rags of dress as well as aho was
able. As she did so, by degrees I drew

JN .

went out to visit her father's grave, tak-

| ing Tota with her, and was followed

there by the two dogs. Bhe wished to
lay some flowers on the grave and take
farewell of the dust it covered, for as
we had expected to trek early on the
morrow she did not know if she would
find o later opportunity. They passed
up the gardem, and, gathering some
flowers from the orange trees and else-
where, went on to the little graveyard,
Here she laid them on the grave as we
had found thewy, and then sitting down,
fell into u deep and snd reverie, such as
the occasion wsould naturally induce.
While she gat thus, Tota, who was a
lively child and active as a kitten,
strayed awany without Stella observing
it. With her went the dogs, who bad
also grown tired of inaction; a while
passed, and suddenly she heard the
dogs barking furiously about 150 yards
awoy, Then she heard Tota scream,
and the dogs also yelling with fear ana
pain.  She rose and ran as swiftly as she
could towards the gpot whence the
sound came. Presently she was there,

screaming Tota in her arns, was a figure

had losg | It which, notwithstanding the rough

disguise of baboon skins and coloring
matter, she had no difticulty in recognis-
ing Hendrika, and all about her were
numbiers of baboons, rolling over and
over in two hideous heaps, of which the
centers were the two unfortunate dogs

| mow in process of being rent to frag-

muents,

“Hendrika,” Stella eried, “what does
this mean? What are you doing with
Tota and those Lrutes?"

The woman heard her and looked up.
Then she saw that she was mad: mad-
She dropped
the child, which instantly flew to Stella
for protection. Stells elasped it, ﬂnlj' to
e hersell clusped by Hendrika, She

| ostrogeled fercely, but it was of no use—
beeause wo did not count, but it wasns | : £

the babyan-frou had the strength of ten.

| She Jifted her and Tot as though they

were nothing, and ran off with them,
following the bed of the stream in order
Only the ba-
boons who came with her, minus the one
the dogs had killed, would not take to
the water, but kept pace with them on
the bank.

Stella said that the night which fol-
lowed was more like a hideons night-
mare than a reality.  She was never able
to tell wie all that occurred in it She
had a vague recollection of being borne
over rocks and along klools, while around
Ber eclinsd the horvible grants and clicks
of the buloons,  She spoke to Hendrika
in English and Kafiiv, imploring her to
lot them s buat  the woman, if 1 may
call her so, secimed  in her madness to
have entively forgotten these tongues,
When Stella spoke she would kiss her
and stroke her hair, but she did not scem

Y | to understand whuat it wes she said. On
Should 1 tind |

the othier hand, she could and did talk to
the baboons, that seemed to obey her
implicitly.  Morcover, she would not al-
low them to tonch either Stella or the
chitld in her arms. Once one of them
triedd to do so, and she seiged o dead
stick and struck itso heavily on the head
that it foll senseless. Thrice Stella made
wan attempt toescipe, for sometimes even

| Hendrika's glant streongth waned and she

had to set them down,  But on each oo-

| ension ohe canght them, and it wos in

these struggles that Stellu's clothes were
B0 Lorn.

At length before daylight they reached
the cliff, and with the first break of light
the ascent began, Hendrika dragged
them up the first stages, but when they
ciame to the precipitous place she tied

| the strips of  hide, of which she had a

supply wound round her waist, heneath
Stelln’s arms,  Steep as the place was

| the baboons ascended it easily enough,

springing from a kbob of rock to the
trunk of the tree that grew on the edge
of the crevasse. Hendrika followed

down from the treo to uassist her ascent,
It was while she was ascending that
Stella bethought her of letting fall her
handkerchier in the faint hope that some
searcher might soe it,

By this time Hendrika was on o tree,
amd groanting out orders to the baboons
which elustersd about Stella below. Sud-
denly these seized her and littde Tota,
who was in her arms, and lifted bher from
the ground.  Then Hendrika above, aid-
ed by other baboons, put out all her great
strength and pullad the two of them up
the rock, Twice Stelln swung heavily
aguinst the elitl,  After the second blow
phe felt her senses going, and was con-
sumed with terror lest shie should drop
Tota.  Butshe managed to cling to her,
and together they reached the cliff.

“From that time," Stella went on, I
remember no more Gl 1T woke to find
myscell ina gloomy cave resting ona bed
of skins, My logs were bound, and Hen-
drika sat near me watching me, while
round the edge of tho cave peered the
Tota
was still in my arms, and half dead from
terrors her mosns were pitiful to hear, I
spoke to Hendrika, imploring her to re-
lease us; but either she had lost all under-
stunding of buman speech, or she pre-
tenided to have done so, All she would
do was to carcss me, and even kiss my
hands and dress with extravagant signs
of affection.  As she did so, Tota shrunk
away closer to me,  This Hendrika saw
and glared so savagely at the child that
1 fearcd lest sho was going to kill her, 1
diverted ber attention by making signs
that I wanted water, and this she gave
e oo wooden bowl,  As you saw, the
cave was evidently Hendrika's dwelling
place.  There are stores of fruit in it
und some strips of dried flesh, She
gave me sowe of the fruit and Tota o
little, and I made Tota eat some. You
can never know what 1 went through,
Atlan,  Isuw now that Hendrika was
quite mund, and but Hhide removed from
the brutes to which she is akiv. and over

it L




