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EPEAKER REED,

fcan congress, “All I want,” said he,
“*is a rapid glance at your statesmen, 1
will take them in on the run.” Andso we
made a run for it. First of all, e must
see Bpeaker Reed. Everybody nsks to
see Mr. Reed. 1 should not be surprised
if in a couple of yeurs Ieed was the most
famous man of his party.
is the most talked about person in the
capital. It is not likely he will ever be
president, for somehow he is not the
sort of man that gets a start toward the
presidential chair, If it be true, assoma
people say it is, that only neutral quan-
tities are uble to achieve the presidency,

Roed will not stand much of a show.
Notwithstanding his sharp tongue nna

his terrible sarcasm, Reed isa kindly,
cowmpanionable man. He hos as keen a
sense of humor ag anybody I know, and
can be easily provoked into hearty ltugh-
ter. He smilesand laughs in the chair, in
striking contrast to his predecessor, who
was more solemn thana judge on the
bench, and whose pale, thin face was
never known to be illumined by n smile
while at his post at the head of the
house. Reed is fond of gnmes and of a
few friends. He plays whist and hearts
occasionally in his rooms at the Shore-
ham, but he never drinks, smokes nor
chews, He plays billiards, and when
engaged at this pastime is always sure
of a large sudience. The crowds assem-
ble not to witness his game, which is
very ordinary, but to hear the remarks
whicli he makes upon the strokes of his
competitor and himself,

Having looked at Reed till he was sat-
fstied, iy friend aslied to be shown Me-
Kinley, Cannon, Burrows, Carlisle, Mills,
Holman cnd other celebrities. 1 will
give what he said of each of these men,
Judging them simply by appearances,
for he knew not one of them personally.
“McKinley," said he, "is o man I would
trust with my wife, my life or my for-
tune. But if I had him for an opponent
in a political contest, I'dl keep wateh of
him, He is quiet and suave, but slg.”
When I told my friend that McKinley
waa Lhe leader of the house, having taken
Reed's place, he said the man would
wakda suceess of it, not by his masterly
activity on the floor, not by his wit or
sarcasm, but with his easy generalship,

“his calm, clear headed manipulation of
his forces, his alertness, the confidence
placed in him by his followers. Of Joe
Cannon he remarked: “He reminds me
of a neighbor I used to have upsn Mag-
sachusetts, This neighbor had spells,
One season he was pious, prayerful and
an ornament to the office of deacon; next
season he was owner of o trotting horse,
a gamecock, a follower of the races, a
lover of good times, That is the kind of
a man I imagine Joe Cannon to be.”

“Burrows,"” said my friend, still giving
his "lrst sight” lmpressions, “is n mwan
who will always have plenty of friends,
and who may be depended upon to use
them."

Of Carlisle he gnid: *There is the ideal

+ face for a statesman, but I'll wager he is
one of the poorest politicians in the
world.”

Mills impressed this observer as u man
who had altogether too muchk stubiborn-
ness and lack of adaptability to be o
prime leader of men, though he posscssed
great foree of character and ability,

“Holman,"” said he, “is a splendid old
fellow, I have no doubt, but ho reminds
me of a schoolmaster of fifty years ago
—a conscientious, hard working chap,
who spent his old life preventing his
pupils duing things of which he did not
annrove.”

'I'Lvru i3 no mistakivg the physiognomy
of Evarts, with that great nose and seem:

Already he |+

" THE BIG AUDITORIUM.

JOHN W'GOVERN WRITES ABOUT
THE MAN WHO BUILT IT.

It's & Troppondous Hallding, It Cost Mill-

lons, nod 1t s Guaraniced (o Pay 5 Per
Cent.—1t Haa Just Tesn Christoned by
a8 Performance of Italinn Music,

there stands ln Chicago a build-
ing w by ita m , fixes itsclt
upon the attention of all the people. 1In
ita walls, unseen from the outside, are
no less than 17,000,000 brick. while ten
regular stories and a tower of seven ad-
ditional storics confront three strects
with blocks of granite. Upon the various
floors of the edifice are 50,000,000 minute
pieces of marble wrought in mosaie, Ten
thousand electric lights aro in use. The
terrn cotta cost §210,000 for 760,000
squnre feet,

‘This building, viewed from w point in
the lake, shoulders above the town asa
grain elevator dominates the scenery in
a region of docks. The tower strikes
the eye from all the West Side bridges.
Three vast facades offer to the people a
5 la by no means as imposing as i
the Cook county court house, but where
the court house may be beautiful, the
Auditorium is to be useful. In the court
house there is not one admirable room.
In the Audito-
rinm  there are
regions and
worlds. Thereis
a theatye which
is ns large as thea-
tres should be.
There is a hotel
as large as hotels
should be. There
are stores, offices:
and minor halls, .
whera thousands®
of auditors may ™%
gather. 1t is the
muss of all this

&-D:lel PATTL
that awakens the pride of the Chica-

goans. The thought of the theatre car-
rica that mass—supports it. Therefore,
in the public mind, the theatre has be-
come the Auditorium,

We have just seen an Italian opern
troupe of world wide fame landing at
New York as the Romans might land at
Ostin, and pressing forward to Chicago,
us the Romans might press on to the
eternal city, Whatever else may be said
on this head, I, at least, may remark that
a city has arisen on Lake Michigan which
has nll the vanity of New York, with a
present willingness to pay the startling
expense which comes with a gratifica-
tion of that vanity. There are rich and
luxurious people in New York, in Bos-

ton, Philadelphia. Well, then, let them |

wait until the rich and Inxurious people
of a parvenu city shall have been served!
Let Patti and Del Puente make a way
station of the wmetropolis on Manhattan
Island, while o new town out west,
which had no partienlar existence in
Buchanan's day--whil®this town dedi-
cates its temple, warranted to pay 5 per
eent. usury, and seals its bargain with
the thought that, if Chicago have not
culture, she still may keep culture wait-
ing for a chance to hear Patti, and for a

cll;l;tuc,- to soe g really great theatre.
he mos who bullt the Auditorinm (s

named Ferdinand W, Peck. He was
born rich, on the site of the Grand
Pacific hotel, He is 43 years old.
He is tall, lean, dark, intelligent, I
should ¢all him one of the ilk of liter-
ary men—anxious, busy, peculiar, com-
muning with such thoughts as become
real in auditoriums,

Three years ago I was commissioned to
write a prospectus of the Auditorinm, It
was with pronounced mental impaticnco
that Mr. Peck found time to outline Lis
fixed idea. Dt having lost the ten min-
utes and passed thewvicket of brain fric-
tion, he detained me in order to carry

the Auditorium
would be a good
thing, and, in
pariing with his
humble servant,
expressed o warm
desire to sen and
revise the copy.
" Meanwhile the
contractors were
. i the other room,
e with whispers of
; ® low figures for
S| /) 17,000,000 brick,
cuhie

7 a willion

i .
i/

o . mpee feet of pranite
FERDINAND W, PECK. ok
" a- 10,000 electric

Still, as

lights and thirteen elevators,

| convert this seribe.

ingly toothless mwouth, nor of [ngalls, |

with that queer shock of gray hair and
pevsimmon like mouth, go suggestive ol
gripes and bites. Cullom is easily dis
tinguishable from his resemblance to
Lincoln, Plumb for his farmoer like man
ners, old Senntor Brown, from his patri
archul beard, Allison for his handsome
fuce, now strangely changed, however,
by the appearance of a mustuche where
forwerly was a long, clean upper lip
and Edmunds for his bald head and Ro
man brow.

My friend and I were lucky enough te
come upon Edmunds in an exceedingly
interesting attitude. It was one which
gave Mr, Gearge Y. Coflin, the artist, an
opportunity to make a character sketeh
of two distinguished men,  Edmunds
and Sawyer sat side by side,
rome,"” as the Vermonter is called, was
resting his chin upon his hands, while

punctuating n story or argument with
one of his peculiar gestures. Edinund,
is one of the few men in the senate whe
do not gtow ol

A PAIR WORTH LODKING AT,

aging rapidly.  He still
finds it nec
evening, nnld to nvald violest
Probably there §s no luppder an in
& publie—dde than Mr. Sewyer, Notwith

standing his aze be is a ray of suushine

vxelCise.

wherever ho goes.  Ho clings to his old
habit of vizlog early in the worning At
T he breaklasts, amd at Bels drives W
the capitol, where lo spen gonwd deal
af hie 1ime =it b Dol of hile cona-

w table with bis Wiseonsio

T I

By v

“St. Jo |

the rich statesman from Wisconsin was |

Benator Sawver, on the other hand, is |
gots nbont, but |
ssary to go Lo hod carly inthe |

' [T LU ndenee,

the man had spoken, it was important to

Let the seribe be in

no hste 1o withdraw,
1 heara o terman count  declanmn

against the Auditorium, 1t is," he said,
“the mest advertised, the most overrat-
ed of structares.  In the first pluce, it is
hideous, In the next place, it is called
popular, when in fact it is select,
fers o nucleus to the rich, Itappalls and
robs the poor. It begins with the most
luxurious chapter in our history, Itisa
speculation for private gain, and carries
the public good as a side card.”

I asked the count if the Auditorinm
did not, nevertheless, oceupy w half
block, I asked him i it were not a
huge reality. [ ssked him if it were
not the only hall in Ameriea where a na-
tional convention could he conveniently
and agrecably held. But the man of
Berlin detested the idea of o town hall
that shoubd pay 5 per cent,, when it is o
will established costom that town halls
cost 10 per cont., housing only tax eat-
Cra. Jous MeGovens,

A Statue (o Nuthan Hale,
On Sept. 22, 1776, Capt. Nathan Hale
was shot as o spy by the British, as all
~ schoolboys know
and many older
people forget, in
Rutgers' orchard,
on  East Broad-
way, New York,
The Bociety of
the Bons of the
Revolution are o
erect a monu-
mwent to hils mem-
ory in the City
Hall purk. It
will eonsist of a
statue of Nathan
Hala, t'igia! foot
high and of
bronze, It has
been designed by
an American ar-
tiet, Frederick
( Huc“ullliivﬂ.
[ n nrphl:\\'n[ Ben-
PHOPOSED MALE STATVE. jamin Waoust,
Thirty-five hundred dollars have been
raised, but $4,000 are still required to
colplete the atatue
The Society of the Bons of the Rovo
lution was organized in 1856 for the pur-
o of preservang the memory of thosse
who fought for snd achieved American
The sociely now num-
bers 500 wewmbers,
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little cheap shoes, badly worn at the
toes and heels, were then removed, and
white slippers wers put upon the baby's
feot. The uscless shoes were placed in
the top burcau drawer bedewed with

:

By this time tho news had spread and
the neighbors began to come in. These
bogan to decorate the room in o manner
usual among the Neapolituns, A bed-
sheet waos tacked npon the ceiling, Then
three more sheets were hung from the
ceiling in such a manuner a8 to inclose
the dead child on threo sides. By this
time the father of the infunt had re-
turned from o millinery storo in Divi-
sion street with some artificial flowers
nnd mortunry ornaments. One of these
consisted of a bouquet of white flowers
mingled with red and green blossoms of a
most vivid hue. Upon the bouguet was
perched a white dove with outspread
wings. This was placed upon the baby's
breast. A chaplet of artificinl flowers
was placed over the brow of the dead
baby. Bright colored handkerchicfs
were busy upon the sheets. The whale
scene wus picturesque and striking.
The infant's face wore s peaveful ex-
pression, ag if he had fallen asleep.

As the night wore on the watchers
dropped asleep in their chairs. Bt the
mother, who sat near the head of the
baby, rocked to and fro, and at intervals
called to the infant in Italian to return
to her, It is the custom among the
poorer classes of Italians for the mothes
not to eat anything until after the fune-
rul is over. Sometimes the mothers go
without food for three days, In the
morning A male Italian learned of the
child’s death. Hae also learned from the
family that an undertaker was neaded.
Ho turned acrosa the street to the shop
of Charlea Bacegalupo and informed the
undertaker that his services were re-
quired. By so doing he secured 10 per
cent. of the money derived from the fu-
neral expenses, The undertaker placed
n bow knot and streanmers of white crape
upon the outer door of the tenement.
Over this he hung a silver cord, indicat-
ing that tho silver chord of lifo was
broken, as spoken in the book of Ecclesi-
astes, Ho also placed a brazen sconce,
in which seven candles were burning, nt
the head of the tablo uponh which the
baby lay, together with a figure of Christ
upon the cross, The undertaker also
hired four coaches to convey the mourn.
ers to Calvary cemetery, payving $4.50
apiece for them, Theso were sublet te
the mourners at the rate of 8125 a head,

The father of the dead baby thought a
brass band was necessary in order
make the funeral complete.
was seeured at its headguarters ina lager
beer saloon in Mulberry street,

pioces were hired aut §2 per man.  The

The baml r

Fifteen |

itinerary of tho band included a walk |

around the block and thence to Jumes
slip, a distance of about one mile,

At 10 o'clock the coffin was carried un
der the undertaker's arm across thoe street
to the room where the body lay, 1t was
about three fect long, and was made of
cheap white wood covered with papier
mache. At intervals upon the sides and
tap of the coflin wero little decorations
evidently cut with g die out of block tin.
Theso were made to represent Romuan
urns, with a lion asleep upon the top.
While the undertaker was putting the
baby in the coflin the band came strag-
gling up the street.

The men wore no uniforms, They
went into the saloon under the room
where lay the baby. A white hearse,
made to carry babics, also came to the
door, fullowed by the four conchies,

man blew a few preliminary tools upon
his instrument, Then a swarthy Ialian
came down the stairs with the little coffin
in his nrms.  He was followed by a bare-
beaded woman carrying the bouquets and
the dove. These were placed on top of
the coflin as it lay in tho hearse,
Land ranged itself in irregular fashion in
the middle of the strect, It struck up o
spirited Strauss waltz and the procession
started, The only one who showed any
symptoms of grief was the mother of the
baby. At the first sound of the music
ehildren began to gather from every

|

The |
| band came out of the saloon and each |

The |

direction, Every window was filled with |

heads. The crowd filled the sidewalks
and literally erowded the mourners.
There was o halt at the coruer of Buxter
street by the band to permit the coaches
to cateh up,

When the procession started again
fifty children, from 5 to 10 years old,
warched ahead, keeping time o the

musie, which was of the most jubilant |

kind. Among these children were two
little girls about 8 years old. Each car-
ried over her shoulder an infant about as
old as the baby in the hearse, The living
babivs wera as rosy as red apples.  They
looked with wondering eyes at the brass
band spilling musie all over the muddy
street.  Both of the girls who carried the
babies were barefooted and bLarcheaded.
The visible flesh was browned from con-
staut exposure to the sun, By the time the
cortege had gone a distance of 300 yards
from the starting poiut, the sidewalks of
Baxter street had become impassalile on
account of the crowd, The procession
went around the block bounded by Park,
Baxter, Mulberry and Bayard stroets
All the time the advance guard of little
children tramped along just in front of
the musicians, the two carctakers stog-
gering along almost under the nose of
the cornot player.

The narrow escapea of these children
from being erushed under the hoofs of
truck horses und vegetable wagon wheels
which (lked the strvets were slurmingly
fl---|n-'h!. Mennwhil » DI of the bables

had fallen asleep in its Juvenile guard- |

lan's arms. Not even the blare of the

big bass horn could keep it awnke. The
baby wolbled about Ini Let s
ki a 1all o 1 shilficd
I frou houlder t iokilder Lo oliuin
rest Tor bier aoling arm r by this
thne the bably had | ry lieay)
! The procession ewerged from Baxter

streot iute Vark row, Itdid pob evi-

{

morning mist, The two children were
left alone. The baby slept as peacefully
as if it had beon in its oradle at home.
While standing in the middle of the
street tho mingled tears and perspiration
ran down her face, and her feeble knees
bent under her heavy burden like those
of a baby learning to walk. Her home
was half a mile away, and she did not
know how to reach it. Down Roosevelt
strectk a brawny Italian cawe running,
her loosened hair flying out behind her,
She looked wildly hero and there, and at
last caught sight of the disconsolate
child erying in the square near the ferry,
One minute later tho baby lay securely
in the haven of itsa mother's arms, and
the tired child was hanging to her
mother s skirt with the grip of a drowning
TN —____Ervesr JaRROLD,

SILCOTT, THE DEFAULTER.
Hin Homs History—ow He Oporated.
The Womnan In (he Case.

The accompanying portraits are of C.
E. Silcott, defaulting and flecing enshier
to the sorgeant-at-army of the house of
representatives of the fifticth congress,
Louise Thicbault, his female companion
in flight, and Sergeant-at-arms Leedom,

LEEDOM, BILCOTT. THIEBAULT.

Silcott was born in Adams county,
Ohio, about fifty-two yenrs ago, and for
twenty yenrs was engaged in the mer-
cantile business at Youngsville, always
bearing a good reputation as an honest
and efficient business man,

The news of his dewnfall was a com-
plete surprise and shock to his acquaint-
ances, He has always enjoyed the con-
fidence of his friends nnd neighbors, and
thoy would have trusted him with any-
thing they had., He was appointed by
Hon. J. P, Leedom a8 n reward for sery-
ices to the Democratic party as a candi-
date for auditor of Adams eounty, in the
race for which he almost bankrupted
himself, but was defeated., This infor-
mation is taken from the Columbus (0.)
State Jonrnal, which adds:

Mrs. Sileott comes from an old Vir-
ginin family, which has always been con-
sidered among the best fawmilics of the
country,

Mr. B. E. Winship, cashier of the Boe-
ond National bunk of Circleville, 0., who
wis My, Sileott’s predecessor in the oftice
of cashior of the sergeant-at-arms under
Hon. John G. Thowpson, explaing the
methods of congressmen in drawing their
salaries as follows:

“The salaries of members of congress
are drawn from the United Btates treas-
ury by the sergeanti-at-arms monthly
upon the certilicate of the clerk of the
house during the vacation and by the
speaker after ¢ne is elected.  Each eer-
tificate is also signed by the member and
is for 3417, The salary is sent to ench
member by deaft during the vacation if
they request it, and when congress is in
seasion the money is placed to the eredit
of ench wmember in the books of the
sergeant-at-urems and is subject to the
check of the members, S#cott had ac-
cesdtoitall. He was able at any time
to embezzie thousands of dollars, as
there was no check on his operations but
his honesty,"

Louise Thichault, who fled with Sil-
cott smd his §72,000, is a French Cana-
dign with whom Sileott has been inti-
muite for some time,  She is described as
mowotnan of pood appearancs, and was
known by sight to wany in and about
the Capitol o Washington.

THE MICHIGAN ATHLETIC CLUB,

A Young but Nealthy Organization—The
Club House,

The Michizan Athletic club is the namo of
a suecessful organization which has sprung
up within a year in the City of the Straits,
The finishing touchos are now being  put on
the cluby house, which, wheuy completed, will
rival any sinnilar organization in the west,
The eutive cost will bo about §25,000, of
which B0 will be u;i,.-n-l,n[ on the gymoa-
slum alone T the bovss pont of the building
are e dressing  vooms, bathirooms, loockers,
amel Loller vooms,  There is a plunge
 foet.  There has Lecn no regular

are: ment of the roams in the building,
na bwo leing of the same shape,
The maln corvidor bs shaped like a Lnlf

moain, O the fiest Qoor are the ludies' rootn
widd reading rooms. The main stairway loads
to the gymiasium on the second floor, nud to
the right of ths entrance nnd pear the stair-
way is the office. Adjoining the reading room
Is the smokiog room, 14233 feet, Across the
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FOR DAYS BROADWAY WAS ALMOST
IMPASSABLE BECAUSE OF THEM.

The Kieetris Sabway Tresches Onused the
Trouble, and Tradesmen Complained
That Dusiness Was Rerlously Affected,
The Btreet Fillad with Salled Vehilcles,

Btreet blockades are not at all unusual
in New York clty, but the town haa re-
cently undergone an experience in that
line which surpasses all others, More
than a year agodhe edict went forth that
all electric wives must be taken from the
poles and buried. The work was in-
trusted to the Consolidated Telegra
andd Electrieal Bubway com ,and
wires were slowly being put un
when, a month or two ago, n series of

icularly frighttul teagedies caused

the wires began, These greatly
aroused publio indignation, and the Bub-
way company was compelled to conse its
procrastination and begin work in earn-
ost.

This, of course, necessitated the tear-
Ing up of the strects, but all went well
until Broadway was reached. Notwith-
standing its name, and the fact that it is
the principal business thoroughfare of
the metropolis of Yankeeland, Broad-
way fs oot o particularly wide street.
The volumo of traffic issimply enormous,
however. There are in the neighbor-
hood of four hundred street cars in mo-
tion on Broadway during the busiest
howurs, gnd thirty-seven vehicles of other
kinda passed the corner of Fulton street
during ten minutes, while the weiter
stood there the other day.

CORNER OF FULTON ANL SROADWAY DURING
A HLOCKADRE,

With the first ftroke of a pick by the
subway workmen the trouble began,
Great piles of dirt and paving stones
roso on ench sido of the trench dug on
one side of the street, and in o fow hours
that part of the roudway between one
gurb and the street car track was -
passable for vehicles, Nor were the big
pyrumids of debris confined to the road-
way, The sidewalks, too, were on-
eroached upon to such an extent that it
wias almost impossible to get W the
doors of many stores.  As it was during
the busiest part of the year the trades-
men complained bitterly of this state of
a!Tairs; bat there was no help for it,

This nuisance eontinued in varions
parts of the street for more than a week,
and the blockades that resulted were al-
most constant, and sometimes took in
two squarcs it a time.  Oveasionally they
even extended down (he side streels,
Chambers street  being blocked one day
for half an bhour from Broadway almost
to thoe North river. The following gives
a good iden af how the blockades started:

At the corner of Fulton street and
Broandway was a pile of earth and paving
stones fully four feet high, On the top
of this pile perched o policeman who by
gesticulating and yelling was endenvor-
ing to keep the line of trucks and stroet
cars moving. An old lady ventured tim-
ldly from the sidewalk and the police-
man descended from the pile of dirt to
pilot her. They did not get very far
however. An up-going street car got
stuck directly in frout of thenr and right
acrosd the narrow opening between the
piles of debria. A track which was fol-
lowing close beliind the street car had
to pull up short.

In order to avoid running the great
pole of the truck through the rear end of
the car the driver turned his horses out
toward the down track, This stopped o
car on that wack, and the long line of
other cars nnd loaded trucks bebind it
had to come toa standstill.  One or two
drivers tried to get out of the jua by
driving around the obstructions, und,
getting in cach other’s way, made things
a bundred times worse,  This blockade
Instedd eighteen minutes, and a view from
the top of the heap, where the policeman

nud of Frigga, and resembled Avollo in
hin attributes of light and beauty, When
light and the warmth and hiness of
the northern summer came to die on the
eve of the whortest day In the year, Bal
dur was slain.  He had boen troubled by
horrid dreams and premonitions of evil
whlchh:::ﬁ the other gods failed to in-
terpret, Friggn, determined to

tect him, If possible, exacted an ::3'1
from everything in earth and heaven and
hell that they would none of them harm
Baldur. Only from the mistlotoo she did
not exact the oath,

Thoe Asa Loki, whmﬁng‘dﬂ
darkness and evil, and who hated Baldur,
inquired about this, and Frigga told him
what she bad done. Only from the
mistlctoe had she taken no pledge, bo-
cause it was, sho said, 5o young and so
little that it had not seemed worth while.
Baldur, like Achilles, had been made in-
vulnerable by his mother's tender care,
and it came to bo one of the favorite
sports in the gumes of the gods for him
to stand up and receive unharmed the
assaults of all the weapons of the other
usas, or gode.  Loki traveled away to the
south country, and, gathering the mistle
toe, he fashioned a spear whoso head was
made of the wood of the despised para-
site. This he took with him to the
winter festival of the gods, and when
Baldur stood up, Loki asked Asa Hod,
the blind god, why he did not cast a
spear at tho sun god. Hod replied that
he could not, because be was blind, and
Loki told him that bo would direct the
spear. He did so, Hod hurled it, and
Baldur was slain,

Ever afterward, at the feast of the
winter solstice, the mistletoo wis nong
the Norsomen an emblem of the myth,
and not werely o bit of meaningless dec-
oration. When Christianity wade ita
way northward, the priests among the
Germans and Scandinavians forbade the
introduction of the mistietoo into the
churchos, but the prohibition was not
long effective, and today it is connected
with Christmns games, though less
among the Scandinavians than further
south, where it grows most,

“But how should the commemoration
of Baldur's death become blended with
the celebration of Christmas? 1 asked
of n venerable Scand, who has studied
the traditions of his own and other races
long and earnestly.

“Hecause,” he answered, *“the two are
one, 1 do not mean that Baldur and
Christ are one, though some Christian
writers have triod to show that Baldur
was merely the northern heathen's dream
of the Messinh, I mean that their death
and birth aro commemorated in these win.
ter feasts which have been celebrated by
all nations and all religions at about the
time of the winter solstice. The Pheo-
nicians, the Kelts, the Skands, the Hine
doos, tho Greeks and Romans, the Jews,
the Mohammednns and the Christians
have alike taken that season for their
most important feast. Among the Dru-
ids wns the onk ceremonial, which led to
the custom of bonfires and yule logw.
Grimm traces these back to the Twelfth
century in Germany. The Hindoo feast
of Lakshml is celobrated with charity to
every human being. The Romans and
Grecks observed their saturnalia by giv-
ing their slaves temporary freedom and
licenso,

*“Observe that theso are nll celebrated
ufter the busbandman's labor for the
year is closed and the year itsell dies,
The Rev, Dr, Jennings, in his work on
Jewish antiquities, says it {a a vulgar
opinion merely that Christ was born on
Dee. 25, The feast is held then, simply
becuuse it iy the world’s time for o foast,
Among our own people King Hokon the
Good, the foster son of King Ethelstan,
of England, tried, ln the Tenth century,
to abolish the suerificial feasts with
which we hanored Baldur, and to sub-
stitute the Christipas celebration. He
fulled, and was compelled to take part
in the old heathen rites bimuself, but his
will prevailed nfter he had passed away.
There had been cattle, swine and horses
sacrificed, nnd ocoasionally human lives,
but this, of course, i 1o longer the cus-
tom," FarLes-Cunmis,

DROP A NICKEL.

Discovery of Probsbly the First Aate-
matle Comimorcial Muohine. >
[Spocinl Correspondence. ]
SuerrieLp, Eogland, Dec. 2—My
business in this grimy, somber hive of
industry brought me to the King's Head

A BURWAY MANIOLK

atationed himself, showed u line of stalled
street cars and trucks resching down-
ward to below Trinity church (four and
one-half blocks), and upward to the tri-
angular open space in front of the post-
office. The necompanying picture gives
fa good iden of how things looked during
this blockade.

Thy subways which caused all this
cornmotion wre sald to be the best yet
invented,  They consist of o series of
waooden conduits in which the wires are
b, wned which open, at intervuls, into
“manholes,” where the wires may be
tapped or new ones introduced, A plet-
wre s given of a seetion of one of the
manholes, with & man at work in it
spliciug a cable,  These cables consist of
twelve or morg wires perfectly insulated
froms each ather

CHRISTMAS IN NORWAY.

The Curlous Mythological
Norseman,
|Bpecial Correspoudence. )

New Youx, Dec, 12,—From the old
Norse mythology, rich in legend and
saga, liuve been derived many of the
customs with which the Christian Christ-

Btory of the

s festival is observed, and among the |
Swedes and Norwegiuus in this country |
| = veritable sons of Thor, us many of them
| sevin to be in their rugged virility and

wussive stréengihi—the Christmas tide is
hardly less o celebration of the death of
Baldur, the god of light, or the light of
the workd, than of the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

They burrow the significance of the

| feust of the winter solstice, in otlier

words, from o myth that in poetic senti-
ment shadows forth o meaning ut feast
supgestive and typical of the story of
the nativity, and In many of the Nor-
wogzinn and Swedish howes in our own
northwestern states the games and cus-
Lajua wlt which tho li l]-l.:_\‘ Festival is
cariched ecane dirccily from the eustoins
of the Norsvmen,  In Now Yorkeily this
s handly true.  Like the citisensiof other
foreign origin, they Lave their distinots

hotel, a typical old fashioned houss

| tucked away in a crooked street not far

| from the merket place. Tho landlord,
Mr. Charles Corke, with the hospitality
that affects o lonesome American 8o

| pleasantly, summoned the barmaid to a
retired nook in the smoking room,
whither wo had gone to discuss n poasi-
ble contract,

|

|

|

the great glasses before us.
Landlord Corke was smoking—a pipe,
of course—and presently his hospitality
extended itself (without reference doulbit-
less to the possible contract) to inviting
me to join him, I bad neither pipe nox
tobaceo, but that mattered mot. IHe

on the table,

There was o slit in  the cover.
| the landlord

Iying loose inside,

slot machine,

*This box," sald Mr. Corke, "'is always
in the smoking room for the convenience
of guests who are out of i{obacco, and

| the pennies dropped in to secure a pipes
ful just about puy for keeping the sup-

ply undiminished.”

less vagabond,

| Gach penny.,

“I don't think,” he responded, “that

| the box has sulfered much from dishon-
eat users, and as for being modern, of
Thut box has been In use
in this hotel for more than 150 years, and
the forerunner of all the
penny-in-the-slot machines now so com-
mon all over England, and Awmeriea, too,

course it isn't

‘ is probabl
[

aa 1 understand.®
The bux was cortainly battered and
| sk cosch to hate been b use thit
f Jea th 00 Lo, assd thepe oz to be 1o

reason o doubit M
with regand o it
Fukpegich i BUKION, |

That comely and discreet
| young person prowntly furnished the
desired “Scotch and potash” (in Amerl-
can English, whisky and soda), and sot

brought from his collection a pipe of the
“olhiurch warden” variety, so long that
| the stem, once in my wouth, 1 had to

step fuorward & yard or so to reach the

bowl. For tobaceo he placed a tin box
It was about o foot long,
eight inches wide and perhaps six deep,
Into this
dropped a big English
penny, whereupon the lock was released
with a click, and, having raised the cov-
er, wo lilled our pipes with the tobacco
It was a crude but
effective example of the nickel-in-the-

“I ghonld think," I suggested, *‘that
the box once opened, ull the tobacco
| might be extracted by sowme conscience-
Your box isn't modern;
it ought to be so contrived that only a
limited supply could be obtained for

Corke's statement

e L

New Yonx, Dec. 12.—By all odds the
mmutunuz-\' ,
the eider down flanncl. Tt fa Hight
but thick and

1

flannel coat, with a bit ofja hood
back, and tied with cord and balls '

;

ments, and a "
under them, No wonder she
look wweot and

have, first ver cloth in dark
red wilhilpi':h“hndl and belt and &
vory hoodl of the same with a plush |

other should have a

coat with a walst

with a little
bonnet

good quality of plush vosts §1.60; & qual
ity quite good enough, §1; veluting,
eider down flanne! about fifty cents, au
beaver cloth (s $1.50, double width,
takes about three yords of plush, %
anda half of velutiva and one and
half of beaver fur a cloak for a8-year
old, and this, with trimuings, is & very
reasonable garment that any mwother oan
munke. The quaint little gowns can bs
of almost any material, dark being pree
ferred, und o tasty mother can make §
little close bonnet out of the mp.d
aro left over. )
If every mother would buy enough
:;ochlhlmd .lnfd ul:akunuu tw _
one and one for her poorer %
child, the babies might all ba ﬂ
well dressed.  Bok tl
millennium  hasn't

AFRONS FOR THE MOTHERS
here yet, more's the
pity. Tho days of
dainty white aprons
are not over, and neat _ BB
ladies always wear 1
them at home mornings about thels
bousehold duties, or when sewing or tak-
ing care of their babies, There Is no
reason why they should be taken off
even when visitors come, for there i
something very domestic and homeliks
about an wprou, and most gentlemen ree-
ognize the charm of thew, and :ﬁr
haps they could Lardly tell what
that attracta, I think it is the sense
the wearer has a higher part in life than
tobe a almli‘lu ornament, for an a) s
the sigu visible of housewifely or mﬂ- ~
tic labor. 1 give three daluty aprons. &
One is of linen lawn, with & cute -
pocket, with tucks and embroidery. :
other is of serim, with lengthwise insers
tions of oriental lace and with black
white ruffle, The third s large and
embroldered linen, for a mother, a
or for the helpful eldest daughter o
watches over !lw china and silver and
doca nll the dusting. i
What the Seventh Gun Meant,
It is less customary now than ia *'ye
days of the drama" for members of the
ence to have their little say. Btill, that ¢
does occur oceasionally was proved by s e
cident that issaid to have happened in &
during a recent production of Josephion.
The emperor's sister, Pauline, had just ex=
plained that if a girl was born five guns
would be fired; and if it was a boy, the num-
ber of volleys reachod 101 .
Bang! went the first gua, the sudience and
actors listening intently. The ffth
boammed, and the firing seemed to coass, ™
girl," encered l:‘uull::. t~|:|m|:llul.l'A & .
Boom! weant the sixth gun, ™
the actors and a llrg-numhﬂJw
auditors. Boom! weut the seventh
wPwinst” shouted a roguish youth in the 5
lery, and the © t down Aam




