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by its focemsant to secure a
monopoly of the service which it shows
constantly its unfitness to perform. A
telegraph service to be useful needs to
be prompt and certain. That provided
by the Western Union company is known
to be both dilatory and uncertain. Itis
not safe to trust a message to it and it is
not possible to feel sure that it will be
delivered in advance of the mail. If
there was free competition with this
company it would have to improve its
service or lose its business. Its policy
has been to preserve its business by buy-
ing up its competitors. It has thus
swelled its capital to many times the
cost of its plant, and is still without
the facilities which would enable
it to perform in a satisfactory way
the business which it has been per-
milted to menopolize. The company is
rotten to the core. Its plan of buy.
ing off competition is one that
cannot last forever. Its stock cannot be
swelled to any larger figure without being
given additional value. Jay Gould is
desperately engaged in a present endea
vor to hold its yalue up until he canget
out ; & plan which isso plainly indicated
4n his undertaking to pay the dividends
on its illegal stock that only the very
gullible can be gulled by his device.

It is this overgrown and unpopular
concern which is now assailed by its
employes. They bave suffered from
the same cause that has Injured
the company's cusiomers.

The necessity for paying dividends on
& grossly exaggerated stock has required
a reduction of operatives’ salaries ; and
this has been possible because the com-
pany monopolized the telegraphing busi-
ness, and alene offered employment to
telegraphers. It is just under these
circumstances that a combination among
employes becomes necessary for their
protection. If there was any cbmpeli-
tion for telegraphers there would be no
oecasion for a strike by them to get
proper wages. The matter would regu-
late ilself, just as other wages are regu-
lated n the open market for them-
There is no market for the telegraphic
services ; one company fixes the price
and pays it ; and that company bas ob
tained this power by combining with
competing companies as they arise and
swallowing them up. A corporation
animated by such a policy, of course,
cannot complain that its emloyes take
a lesson from its operations and do a
little combining on their own hook to
raise the price of their services. The
course was 80 manifestly forced upon
them that they have the enlire approval
of the public in undertaking it. Itisa
a clear case of the biter bit.

The Western Union company proposes
to have the public help it out of its difli
culty by submitting to an indefinite de
privation of telegraphic facilities. Pres
ilent Eckert, who we are sorry to be
lieve to ba a Poenusylvanian, has the
impudence to announce that messages
will be received by the company *‘sub
ject to delay and to mailing en rowle if
necessary.” Mr. Eckert has been so long
away from Lhe free air of Pennsylvania
and so long associated with the men
who have made the Western Union com
pany infamous, that he has entirely lost
his reckoning as to the rights of the pub-
lic. There are some things this company
cannot do. It has found that it cannotl
waler its stock ad libitum,and it will ind
out that it cannot send its messages by
mail ; and further, that it is incumbent
on it to forward them by wire with rea-
sonable dispatech. It isa duty which it
has assumed and which it must discharge
unless excused by the act of God. It
cannot be excused by its inability to hire
telegraphers on its own terms. The
public cannot be dragged at its chariol
wheel while it drives them over its em
ployes. The courtsin New York lately
decided that a railroad company was not
excused by a strike among its freight
handlers for its deliy in forwarding
freight. No other decision was pos
sible. The duty of the common car-
rier is to forward the goods entrusted to
him safely and promptly. It is a
duty he cannot decline. He must
take the goods offered &Qim aml
be must carry them to their desti-
nation with ordinary speed and care.
The like logic of the law controls the
telegraph company. It must discharge
the public service it assumes if it can
possibly be done ; and it must pay the
damage suffered by its failure to do its
daty. In the railroad case in New Yourk,
Judge Davis 1n delivering the opinion of
the supreme court in January last thus
clearly stated the case and the conclu-
sion, and the pointed logic of the argu-
ment is unanswerable : * According Lo
the statement of the case, a body of
laborers, acting in concert, fixed a price
for their labor, and refused to work for
Jess. The respondents fixed a price for
the same labor, and refused to pay more.
In doing this neither did an aet violative
of any law or subjecting either to any
pemalty. Tbe respondents had a lawful
right (o take their ground in respet to
tae price to be paid, and adbere to it if
they choose, but If the consequences of
doing so wese an inability to exercise
their eorparate franchises to the great
injury of the public, they cannot be
heard to assert that such consequences
must be shouldered and borpe by an in-
nocent public who neither directly nor
indirectly participated in their causes ”

Upen the question whether railroad
corporations can refuse ur neglect to
perform their public duties upon a con-

imperative, and must be executed until
lawfally surrendered ; otherwise a pub-

obstructed without any process recog-

lic highway of great utility is closed or

nized by law.”

i

I~ all the estimates which have been
made of a fair apportionment in this
state, based upon the relative strength
of the two great political parties, the
presidential vote of 1880 has been the
basis of calculation, because it is the
fullest and, therefore, deemed the fairest
trial of their strength. It is eminently
fair to the Republicans, because to con-
cede them the advantage of 37,000
plurality is an extia-liberal allowance.
Upon this vote, as the Times says, the
Democrats are entitled to rully twenty-
three of the state senators ; they have
all along been willing to take an appor-
tionment that gives them twenty-two to

twentyeight for their opponents.
The latter insist on giving them
only twenty, that is, they offer

them, as they say, twenty-two, in-
cluding the districts of Montgomery and
Lackawanna. But both the latter coun-
ties were carried by the Republicans in
1880, and as that is the only vote upon
which the apportionment estimates are
being calculated, the wiring in and
wiring out of the Republicans is only an
illustration of their determination to
make no apportionment unless they can
get a dishonest, unjust and untrue one.
To the people and the polls with the

issue!

———— > E——————— —
Nor over 20 per cent of our national
debt is now held in Earope,

Kansas has passed the million popula
tion post, grashopper devastations not-
withstanding.

Tue *‘ oxtra session’ of the presont
Legislature has not cost the state nearly
as much as the Republican deadlock over
the election of a United States senator in
1881.

THE telegraph operators are still out ;
ten thousand cigar makers wero locked
out in New York yesterday ; two thous
and Bessemer steel operatives went out
at Chicago, and the New York dress aund
cloak makers struck yesterday.

Tuae straightout Virginia Republicans
are a live party ; Blaine backs them, and
they will co-operate with the Demoorats
rather than with Mahone. At their state
committee meeting yesterday they de
clared themselves Republicans on principle
and condemned the Arthur administration
for * throwing its influence against Re
publican candidates in Virginia at the
instance of the ‘ bosses’ of the Readjuster
party in removing from offico Rapublicans
who have always been active in support of
their party, and placing in their positions
men who, fighting under false colors, re
fuse to acknowledge themselves to be Re
publicans,”

Tuis is the admission of the Philadel-
phia Zimes :

There was no time durinz the regular
session of the Legislature that the Demo
crats could not have secured from the
Republicans twenty out of the fifty seca~
torial districts ; but the obvious injustice
of such a division, when the Demoeratic
vote and population clearly entitled them
to twenty three senatorial districts, conced
ing the Republicans all the fractions,
justifled the Domocrats in rejecting the
proposal. They can elect fully twenty
sepators all the time uoder the present
Republican gerrymauder of the senatorial
districts, when the Democratic party
doesn't defeat itself, and it would have been
madness for them to assent to such a bill
when they have the governor and popular
branch of the Legislatare.

BeTwEEN games our baseball editor has
found time to moralize, with the generous
aid of the muses, upon the tendencies of

the times as follows :

Now is the summer ol our discontent

Mude xlorions by the season of the bat ;

And all the clonds that lowr’d upon our land

Are ultio dispelled Ly the bromd diamond's
ash

Now are youths' brows bund = 1th victorious
wresl

With al:pplumeule‘l splendo's f.om sprained
olols

And Irul.aeul Hmbs and oyes bunged onl for-
orn

m-visag'd plagues are all forgot,

ful in tuelr gaudy unitorms
With rainbow cap and muzzled phiz,
The bold boys nur upon the flald and vow
To do or ule. Qulck trom his tallow candle
Pants and eye giass droll the dl.lr:_ﬂ duada
Flings wide his little self and hurries
To the front ; the flashful c.erk behind Lthe bar
Forgetls the cooling draughts and tinkling

And E'.rls the unyielding ball.

Forsooth, it things keep thus,the very chuarch,
Which holds th3 gown clad man, will close,
And malekveye:l Jreachers run the diamond

path,
While men will use a vivisected ball for tool,
And for a dessert gulp the herculean bat.

Tue New York Herald publishes iater
views with Charles A. Dana, of the Sun ;
Whitelaw Reid, of the Tribune, and Hagh
Hastings, of the Commercial Advertiser,
having reference to presidential candidates
and oonventions Mr. Dana favors Bara.
toga as the place for holding the Demo-
cratic convention, and late August or early
Sseptember for the time ; he is sure Mr.
Tilden is not and will not be a candidate,
and is personally in favor of W. 8. Hol-
man, of Iudiava, for president; Arthur
might be able to carry a tinited delegation
from New York ; Cornell woald like to,
but cannot, and Folger cannot. The
only issue, he Delieves, will be to
put the Republicans out, they fght-
ing to keep in. Whitelaw Reid favors an
early convention of his party, and balieves
Saratoga to be the best place ; has no de
cided preferences as to the candidate ;
Blaine is out of the fleld ; Arthur stands
very well with the.conntry, while Randall
at present leads the Demooratic candi
dates Mr. Hastings believes in an early
convention, to be held at Saratoga ; Til-
den would take a nomination if he could
getit ; MoDooald will be the strongest

man in the Democratio- convention ;
Arthur seems to havern walk over.

Now
For g

Fell trom a Mowsetop.
At Middleport N. Y.
a leading citizen,

1y calls for an investigation of the alleged
bartering away of a seat on the sapreme
bench in retura for Jay Gould’s contriba-

tion to the Republican campaign fund.

The Pittasburgh Fvst has the highest as-
surance that under no circumstances will
Tilden permit his name to come before
the national econvention In oconnection

with the presidency.

The Philadelphia Ledger declares that
the Republican state Senate by another
day of factious and obstructive proceed.
ings, bas put itself still further in the
wrong in the apportionment eontest.

The Carlisle Herald, Rep., thinks Gov.
Pattison owes his present position more
to John Stewart than to any one individual
in Pennsylvania Likely Stewart was not
aware of this,

—_————-———
PERSONAL.

W. P. BRINTON, esq., is at Ocean Beach.

A.J.Caistu&n&o h—'mf:!l for the
presidency ver & Rio Grande
railroad.

CoLoNEL M. Ricaarps MuckLE, of the
Public Ledger, will start on a European
tour on Wednesday next on the steamship
Zeeland.

Dorsey is challenged by Garfield’s
friends to produce the proof that he was
ever offered a cabinet place. Probably
this is what Dorsey has been waiting for.
SecReTARY TELLER, it is reported, will
mako an effort to have waived so much of
the civil service act as requires examina.
tion of women who are applicants for nine
hundred dollar clerkships.

S8k Coamies MicmaelL WOLSELEY,
baronet, was married yesterday inthe
cathedral, at Kensington, to Miss Anita
Theresa Murphy, daughter of Mr. D, T.
Murphy, of San Francisco, Cal.

Tox TrUMD was buried yesterday, and
to protect his body from resurrectionists,
before the grave was filled, there was low
ered upon the casket, by a derrick, a slab
of granite of many tons weight.

TaoMas HARDY, in his novel, ** But Yet
a Woman,” says : * Nature is like a
woman. In the morning she isfresh from
her bath, at noon she isin her working
dress, and at night she wears her jewels.
As for me, I like them both best in the
morning.”

CuIerJ Us]'lncn: WAITlf'll tll::‘?wn from
his horse while going from Livingston,
M. T., to Yellowstone. He received pain-
ful but oct serious injuries, which will
prevent his proceediog with the party
according to ramme Judge Waite
will return to Fort Boelling.

Major Wassox, sent to the Leaven-
worth miiltary jail to serve 18 months for
embezzlement of money belonging to the
United Btates pay roll, bore up bravely
until at the peovitentiary it came the time
to shave off his elegant blonde mustache,
which was four h:u:hh:s long. Then, the
guards report, tears.

Rev. Dr.J. W. Woop has tendered,
verbally, his resignation as pastor of the
first Presbyterian church of Allentown, to
take effect in Ootober. He has been pastor
for ninetean years, acd his congregation
18 large and flourishing. It is underatood
that the trustees havo accepted his resigna-
tion, though with regret, for Dr. Wood,
who is now in his seveatieth year, is very
popular with his people. Though resign-
ing, he does not propose to cease work
in the ministry, but will not engage in it
80 actively. It is understood that he will
be married to Miss Maria Woodring next

week.
—_— - ————————

TRAGEDY IN EEADING,

Salclae of Danlel 8 rrancis, Formerly Pro-
prietor of the * Npirit of Berks.'

Daniel 8. Francis, uvne of the best
known citizens of Reading. committed
suicide yesterday by shooting himself
through the head. He left home shortly
bofore 7 o'clock, it was supposed, for din.
ner, and his brother Samuel went out into
the stable to look after his horse. He
found Daniel stretched out at full length
in the gangway, a pistol in his right hand.
He had bsen dead about an hour, passers
by having heard a pistol report at about
11 o'clock. Mr. Francis occupied an
elegant mansion on the Mineral Spring
road, ons of the fashionable thoroughfares
of the city. He was warden of the county
prison for three years and published the
Spirit of Berks nawspapar, daily and
weekly, one of the Damocratis organs of
the county, for several years. Rscently
he was in the coal business. His age was
55, and bo leaves a wife and three chil-
dren. Iil health and financial embarrass.
monts lad him to commil the deed,

e - e E—
The Buffale Emngerfest.

The S=ngerfest in Buffalo closed yester-
day with a grand parade of the societies In
the moraing, and an out door festival in
the evening. About8,000 persons atten-
ded the festival. Daring the Swmngerfest
the receipts from the sales of seats were
$17,850, and the expenses for singers, and
hotel and railroad expenditares amounted
to $22,145. It is hoped that not more
than 25 par cent of the gunarantee fund
will be called for to meet a deficiency,

—_————
NEIGHBURHUOD NEWN,

Events Near and Acrnsa the County Lines.
Cholera infantum is prevalent in Read-

i :

n%‘lm body of William Boyd, which was
buried at Pheaixville saveral years ago,
was disinterred on Wednesday and found
to have petritied.

A jury appoiated to view the DeKalb
street bridge, at Norristown, with a view
to having it made free, is in session at
Norristown, The greatest interest is taken
in the matter, and the company operating
it will make a strong fight to have it o¢on-
tinued as a toll bridge.

Johu Carter, colored, of Steelton, at
tacked two men of his own race, whom he
found making love to Mrs, Armstrong, his
boarding house mistress, and upon whom
he had been lavishing his affections,
Carter was so badly cut with razors that
he will die.

The steel mill and two of the farnaces
of the Bethlehem iron company, at Beth.
lehom, Penn., were pot in ration yes-
terday witha reduced force of men, “‘which
will be in daily uutil the full nam-
ber is at work,” About 100 men have
been sworn in as special policemen for the
proteotion of those at work.

Yesterday afternoon Philip Staegmayer,
proprietor of a beer saloon at 2000 Market
street Philadelphia shot and instantly

killed his wife and then ocommitted
suicide by shootiug himself. A amalil
sum of by the wife

is supposed to have been the cause of the
tl"")l'm'l:f.l roned bear

he adjou iag by the land
board of public works ot the propulml.ion
of the Philadelphia branch of the Balti.
moreand Ohio railroad company to bridge
the Susquebhanna river at Port Deposit
took place yesterday, at the railroad com
nn;'l office A number of

siness

ssoveray with Mtluplnumm

mwm”u&

Leave thelr Keogw iu all Pasts of the
 Usited Swies saa Casada.

branches, thus

business. By these methods a few inatru-
ments are kept going almost every-

The news comes from Boston that when
the signal was given in the Western
Union office all but two male and four
women operators went out. Yesterda

afternoon the working force oo:gl-s
about thirty operators, including ials,
clerks, office boys who had been impressed
into the service and the two men who re.
mained at their desks. Four wires are
working between New York and Boston,
and Boston is doing some business with
New wires. At Portland,
Maine, the wires are left with the super-
intendent and managers. There is no
strike in Providence, R. 1., among West-
ern Union operators, but the Awmerican
Rapid are out. At New Haven, Conn.,
the main office is running, bat the branchs
are olosed. At Bpringfield, Mass,, the
Western Union manager and his brother
are the oaly operators working. No strike

among phers on the railroads run-
ning mm is reported.
At 11:30 o’clock in Cincinnati the local

chief of the Western Union gave the sig-
val of three raps on his desk. The signal
was obeyed by all the members of the
brotherhood rising and going out. At the
main office of the Baltimore & Ohio com-
pany every operator went out and business
was wholly suspended. The same thing
happened at the main office of the Matual
Union company. On ’change no

messages
Pro- | were received or sent by either of the

thres companies having offices there. At
the Western Union offioe a gnard was im-
mediately placed to prevent outsiders from
entering the operating room, All the
operators about the office were sent to duty
up stairs. Notice had previously been
given to ull operators not members of the
brotherhood to come in in case of a strike.
A number of responses have been mads
already, and a force of over Lhirty opera
tors is now on hand. Saperintendent
Miller says this is the only office in his
district seriously crippled ; that but one
operator struck at Columbus, while Day-
ton, Springfield and other points havea
full working force.

The strike at Pittsburgh was inaugua-
rated at 11.47. At that hour at a given
signal every member of the brotherhood
quit work, and coming out of the several
offices formed a prosession and marched to
headquarters, where a meeting was held.
A canvass of the offices a ijew minutes
later found fifteen men at work in the
Western Union, three in the Baltimore &
Obio, one in the American Rapid and none
in the Mutaal Union. Thenumber of men
who came out is as follows: Western
Union, 67 ; American Rapid, 16 ; Balti-
more & Ohio, 7; Mutual Union, 4. The
Western Union and Baltimore & Ohio are
receiving messages, bat the Mutual Union
and American Rapid refuse everything.

Nine of the day force of the Western
Union main office at Washington worked
through the day, aud it is understood that
five of these have promised to return to
work. Nearly all, if not all, of the city
branch offices were closed. Threce mem-
bera of the regular night force, besides
Night Manager Yoang, roported for duty
at night, and the manager has other as-
sistance, but what it is cannot be ascer-
tained. At the American Rapid office the
manager and one operator remain on duty
aud six men have struck,

In Baltimore the strike was pretty gen-
eral. In the Western Union main office
z::iy the officials were left after the signal

been given, bat a couple of hourslater
twelve operators bad been secured and the
managr thought he could call in others.
Eight operators only remained at the Bal-
timore & Ohio office. It was announcsd
that the offices along the line of the road
would be kept open. Commercial busi-
ness was refused. The strike extended to
the corn and flour cxchange. Business
was immediately suspended and as the
men walked from the instruments of the
Western [/nion and the Baltimore & Okio
there was open manifestion of sympathy
from members of the excnange. Onlya
few women operetors are left in the Amer-
ican Rapid officas.

Fiity four of the sevanty-five of the day
operators in the Western Union offiea in
Bt. Louis quit work at noon, quietly left
the bnilding and marched in procession to
their headquarters. There was no mani-
festation of leeling on thair part as they
filed cut, but several of the older employes
evidently left with much regret. Of those
who left about one half were women and
girls. Those who did not strike satquictly
at their instroments and in ten minutes
the flurry was over and the offica was
again ready for business, The force now
pumbers 50 and business moves with
reasonable celerity to all the chiel cities
except New Orleans.

In Chicago promptly at 11 o’cloek the
keys were olosed and half sent messages

ting room had been cleared it was found
that forty operators were still at their
desks, including twenty one chief opera-
tors and officials. The working force at5
o’clock had enlarged to 90 men. The
superintendent was confident that the
company had already carried its point and
that the strikers would be discomfitted.
He bad received advises from 8:. Louis,
Omaha, Cincionati, Iudianapolis, Cleve-
land, Mioneapolis and San Francisco
which intimated a similar condition of
affairs, stating that the main distribution
points can handle the business without
material delay The additions to the
working foree come mainly from outlaying
country towns. The Baltimore and Ohio
company was badly crippled by desertions
from its office and made no attempt to
transact business. At Milwaukee sixty
operators struck, leaving Manager Welles
and four chiefs in charge. All bat five of
the Cleveland operators went out, bat
their places ace being ‘filled Two thirds
of the Western Union men in Indianapolis
struck, Eighteen men are now on Jl?ty.
The larger offices in Indiana have lost
about half their men, except at Logans.
port, Lafayette and Riochmond, where
there is no strike. There are but few
?pogunn lgitt in ll)atroit. Thirty one quit
n Kansas City, leaving twen ni
PRI coints gt
e B also extends through the
Soath. At Augusta 14 Western Union
men struck, leaving 5 at work, At Louis-
ville nearly all the operators struck. The
Baltimore & Ohio office is deserted. Of
over 80 operators in the Western Union
office 4 remained. Five more have been
secured and more are expected. Oaly one
man in Petersburg, Va, struck. Four of
the 7 operators at Lynchburg weut out.
Bat 2 out of 13 operators at Chattanooga,
Tenn., struck. Of the 42 operators em-
loyed by the Western Union compaany in
ew Orleans 37 struck, The company
has obtained 5 other operators, enabling
it to handie the press reporta, cotton and
prodmos reports and a limited
quantity of business,

received by Western Uai ;
ciale late last night. from  various poiats
are to the following effect : Cincinnati—

Everything elegantly and every
offs fally eq 8¢. Louis—Work-

manafers
securing small forces to transact pressing |t

were le(t uncompleted. When the opera. | ing

f

show nearly fall
at most points and business gener-
ally clear,

AIvFOoEk THE STRIEERS.
A Good Sapply of Fands—Help from Ouataide
Soarces.

All the members of the exscutive com-
mittes of the brotherhood, except Mr.
John Campbell, have left New York for
their homes. He will nmalnm to answer

ap to General Eokert, in
hope that at the last moment he might
aocede to the demands of the

noon the operators in two hundred cities
in the United Btates and Canada struck.
The operators of the Western Union,
Mutual Unpion, American Rapid, Balti-
more & Ohio, Great Northwestern, of
Cannda, and Mutual Union, of C
joined inh’the sltrihko, nnc:::o lilr::’m?n o!r i;i:o
telegraph, telephone electric t
companies. ’lq” brotherhood numbers
about 7,000 men and 1,000 women. Mr.
Campbell stated that the strikers are
mﬁfull’ supplied with funds. As the

herhood bas a largestriking fund and is
also an assembly of the Kunighta of Labor,
application was made several days ago
to the central committes of that organiza-
tion for ald, which was promised them.
Communiecations had also been recsived
from several of the largest labor unions in
the country, including the Amalgamated
order of iron and steel workers of Penn-
sylvania, offering substantial assistance in
oase it should be needed. Mr. Campbell
thought that many of the operators vvould

suooeed in getting situations.
In to the of the com-
pany securing new he stated that

their only resource would be in employing
a few third-rate operators from the coun-
try and that no good men were left who
were out of work. It would be imposgible
to employ students and those not
thoroughly aecquainted with the work. to
do it satisfactorily, and especially in the
matter of press dispatches, where great
care and accuracy were required, The
Eoglish operators, he said, wero in sym-
patby with the movement and informed
the brotherhood that none of them would
ccme to this country as reported.

A:l‘tll'l.'.'l)k UF THE GOVERNMENT.

Uonditions of the Law of 1806—
Forfelted.

How Franchises

A telegram from Washington calls at
tention to the fact that the postmaster
general may have something to say about
the groat strike of the telegraphers.

Ic m‘:as % tl;a Unitaduﬂulu mp%ovm-
ment, Ppro y @ com
pany in this eountry'ﬂ“a substantially
recognized this principle in accepting the
conditions of the telegraph law of 1866.
That law is capable of broader comstruc-
tion, possibly, than the te h compa
nies themselves unde . By the ac-
ceptanoce of its termis it has become a con-
tract between the government and tho
telegraph companies, The provisions of
the national law governing telegraph com
panies are briefly these : All telegraph com-
panies which filed their acoeptance of the
act of July 24, 1869, and the amendments
thereto, are entitled to the use of the
public domian for the oconstrustion and
maiutenanoe of their lines, and of mater-
iala from the publio lands, bat these
rights are not transferable. In return for
these concessions the government have the
right to priority in the transmission of all
m over the lines of any telegraph
company to which has been given any of
the rights indicted. The government may
for any purpose in its discretion,
any or all of these telegraph lines, not on
the basis of their watered stock, but alter
an appraisemoent by flve competent, disin
terested persons, two of whom are to be
selected by the postmaster general, two
by the company interested, and one by the
four so previously selected.-

There ia one clause of the act which
might prove to be a serious one to all tele
graph companies, and as to which the
companies could not plead a strike in ex
cuse, The law provides that whenever
any company which has accepted the
terms of this act by filing a written ac
ceptance ‘‘shall, by its agents or em-
ployes, refuse or negleot to transmit any
such telegraphioc communications (mean-
government messages, to which
priority must be given, and all signal
service messages from the northern lakes
and seaboard), such telegraph company
shall be liable to a penalty of not less than
$100 and not more than $1,000 for each
such refusal or neglect.” The government
and the paople whom it represents have
great intarest in the waather reports and
sigoals. If the operators by their strikes
shall prevent the transmission of these
messages, it will be seen that the com
panies are clearly liable, for the act has
expressly taken into consideration the
possibility that the neglect or refusal to
send such nessages might be caused by
the acts of the agents or employes.

For the last fiscal year fifty-five tele-
graph companies in the United States had
acospted provisions of this act and
filed their accaptances at the ce
department. They embrace practically
all the companies of the United States, the
mosat of the leading ones of which, hav-
ing taken advantage of the provisionsas to
the use of the public d )main are subject
to the penalties for the non-transmission
of government messages. The following
are the names of the companies to which
these provisions are applicable : The
American Sabmarine, the National, the
Globe Insulated Lines, International, the
Atlaatic and Pasifio, the Franoo-American
Land and Ocean, the Globe, Mississippi
Valley, National, Western Union, North
Westein, Great Western, Franklin, Insal-
ated Lives, Pacific and Atlantis, Atlantio
and Pacific states, the Eastern, Delaware
river, Cape May and Shore, Peninsula,
the O:ean, American Cable, Soathern &
Atlantic, International Ocean, Missouri
river, Marine & Inland,Atlantic & Pacific,
New Jorsey & New Eogland, American
Rapid, Central Union, New York Land
and Ocean, Daseret, American Union, New
York ; Wabash Railway, American Union,
of Missouri ; American Union, New Jer
sey ; Baltimore & Ohio, American Uaion,
Baltimore ; Deer Lodge, American Union,
Pennsylvania ; American Union, Indiana ;
Cheyenne & Black Hills, American Unlog,
Ohio; American Union, Lounisiaona ; Bal-
timore & Ohio, Wabash, Bi. Louis &-
Pacific, Frontier, Baltimore & Ohio,
INlincis; Baokers & Merchants’, Mutual

Union, U Missouri ;
e et

In Philadelphia Wt Zeublin
* | had cloeed all the Western Union branch

* | the usual complpment, and last night five
- | as against the usual complement of thir-

anada, | strike.

Pennsylvania, and the East Teanesee
hhmmm. »

TEE AITUATION IN PEILADELPUIA.
Superintendent Toubiim Hopelul
of Eaely

offices except the one at Third and Chest
nut streets, and called in all the operators
who stood by the company. By this means
be bad gathered at the main offices during
the day, including men from the business
department who could work a wire,

three operators, inclading himself, Mr.
Jones, his manager, and the chiefs. He
also telegraphed to the country offices near
by to send up assistance, and received from
these sources a few more operators. He
said that he had at workin the afternoon
thirty-one operators, as against seventy,

teen. Mr. Laverty, however, says that
this is to say the least, a disingennous
statement. He says that the nsual da:
force at the main office is eighty-five, lns
that, including the *‘‘extras,”” the usual
night force twenty-one. Mr. Laverty also
gays that the thirty one operators on day
serviee and the five at night—making
thirty-six in all—is the entire foroe in
Philadelphia at Mr. Zenblin’s in
comparison with 145, the usual number he
could command.

Mr. Zueblin says thac he will be able to
handle the business of the office effactively
and satisfactorily. He said that all the
business received yesterday had been
gotten off in good time and all important
messages to the office well handled. *‘ The
men who have gone out,”” said he, *“I am
bound to say, have acted like gentlemen.
They leit no unfinished work behind
oxcept that which would at any time at
the noon hour accumulate. They stop
in the midst of what they had in hand,but
we bave no complaints to make on that
score.”’

Mr. Zueblin stated that in his opinion
there are 14,000 commercial operators in
this conntry and Canada, and that 00 per
cant., or 8,400, have gone out on the
He expeocts that many of the men
who are now out will come back again to
day, and others later.

The Ntrikers will bDe Taken Macke

When asked whether the strikers wounld
br taken back biltha company when tired
of staying out, Mr. Zeublin said: *‘‘Oh
yes ; we will be glad to welcome them—
that is, most of them. Some few may find
their places filled but the bulk of them
will be put back on the keys when the
strike is over. Waexpect thom to come
back. We do not blame the men so much
as we do those who have led them into the
trouble. I have no doubt of the success
of the company in the end ; but the
operators who are out are essential to us,
and we are essential to them. We cannot
use the local operators who remain, because
if we gave tham commercial business the
would get out also, for they are all
brotherhood men.”’

*¢ Have any of the strikers come bask ?”
the reporter asked.

* Only one, and he came back upgn the
advice of his uncle ; but the game is too
{ouﬁ yot. You willsee in a few days.

n order to put ourselves in good shape
we have clozed a number of small offices,
and no messages are sent to or recsived
from the places where tho railroad
tor is our only agent. Thus such
as Elkton, Md., cannot be reached by our
office at present. 'We have concentrated
our business as much as possible, and iga
few days, when we get fairly on our fi
will be in a position to give the boys who
are out as much rope as poasible.”’

- —————— - ————
DROWNED IN THRE SURYF.
Two Little Boys Loete Thelr Livesat Atiantie

City.

At Atlantic City the first drowning
tragedy of the season resulted about half
pa:.ls{ nine o'clock Thursday morning in
the deaths of Josie Patton, of that eity,
and Johnnie White, of Philadelphia. The
day was fine, the water warm and no
clonds on the horizon betokened any at
mospheric disturbanee or violence of cur-
rents. The two boys wandered down to
the beach from the home of Mr. Patton,
and for a long while no alarm was felt at
their absence

Mr. Samuel White, the father of Johnnie
White, lives at the corner of Blair and
Otis streets, Kensington, Philadelphia,
aud is the brother-in law of Mr. Joseph
Patton, proprietor of the Patton Iouse, at
No. 10 Arkansas Avenue, City, they
having married sisters. The two cousins,
the White boy, only 7 years old, and the
Patton boy, about 8, strolled through the
erowds on the board walk and began play-
ing ball on the beach about a quarter of a
mile below the Excursion house, ia front
of bath house No. 13.

Ir. a little whilo they were seen to go
farther down, towards the Fortesoune
house, and one was heard to say to the
other, ** Oh, Josio, I got my feet wet ;
I'm afraid mamma won't like it.”” This
was the last heard from either of the boys.
Soon afterwards they were missed from
the water’s edge, and anxious inquiries
were made of the volunteer life guard,
Captain Clark, whose tent is in that viein-
ity Soon alterwards a young man, giving
his name or William Marley, swam out
some little distanee from the beach, and,
on ** letting down ' for bottom, touched
with bis foot a human body. He uttered
a violent shriek and attracted atomesa
crowd of people already more or less anx-
ions about the missing boys. Marley
came in in hysterica’ excitement, and
Captain Clark at onco went out to where
he had been swimming.

After diving onge or twice he brought
up and carried to shore the body of Josie
Patton. e was warm, but gave no other
evidence of life, although experts said that
he had not been under the surface more
than ten minutes. Returniog to the ocean
Captain Clark found, not long afterward,
the body of Johnoy White, floating, but
near the bottom. He at once took him
ashore, and Drs. Bennett and Riley, who
had been hastii¥ summoned, used every
known surgical expadient to restore ani-
mation to the limp forms which had a
short time bafore been the pride of two
families, The children were dressed in
the clothes they had worn away from
home in the morniog.

The scene was heartrending as Mr. Pat-
ton came running to the water's edge,
calling almost unconsciously the name of
his boy. Hurrying into Captain Clark’s
tent, as he saw the pale bat lifelike form
of his darling child, he became as white
as the canvass and chilled into a deathlike
sileace, with a look of such appalling
agony that a number of ladies burst into a
hysterical weeping. Mr. Patton looked
for one moment at the corpses, said quies-
ly ** That is my child,” and then, looking
at the other, * and thatis my sister’s
child.” Searcely a pint of water was ex-
tracted from either body, and for a long
time of resuscitation urged the
attendants to the most strenuous exer
tions, bat all in vain.

When asked about the drowning, Cap-

tain Clark said :
“] was just pushing my boat into the
water when a gentlemab told me he had
just stumbled over a body in the sarf. I
swam out, and found the bodies just
beyond the second breaker. There wasne
current or undertow, and no reason can
be assigned for the drowning that I know
of, except the strangulation and frizht of
the boys on being suddenly carried out
beyond their depth by a breaker.’

Y3 A L
"??a' tln.n :n their lpnth"ot. llld

then they seemed to conclude that it would

THR LOCAL EXQITEMENT CONTINU&S

m:-. the Mausost Uame—Cal!

Y
i

score standing 18 to 11 in favor of the
“/Calicoes” —which with the runs made the

“Calicces,” favor. There wasagreat deal
of fun during the game, which Cox of the
““Shoddies” enhanced by & furious run
after a ball thrown to him to first base
and then sliding

Lichty generally
brought him and his daiaty little white hat
near the bases, but he pever to
get quite near emough, while Wilson of
the *‘Calicoes’ ia order t2 court the good
graces of fortune tho extrava-
gant habit of carefully dasting tie home
plate with his cambric handkerchief be-
fore he to business. Another
effort will be made to score the other three
innings, toend the game, next week. °
Fat ana Lean Nines,

Yesterday afternoon on the Ironsides
a match game of ball was played

ween two nines, which were adve:tised
to be composed of the fat and lean mem -
bers of the Lancaster Mwvanerchor. Thera
were & number of fat men on the formeg

il

of small mea entirely, nor did the mon all
beloog to the Mmennerchor. The game
was fall of fun, but as an exhibition of
baseball was very tiresome. Some of the
men showed considerable skill at the bat,
as well as inthe fiald, while thercaro others
who probably never saw a baseball except
in a store window. The pitching was very
slow and for this reason a great many of
the balls wore hit. The fat men seemed to
have the advantage at the bat and did
heavy hitting. The fielding of both was
fearful. It was but little trouble for a bat-
ter to make a homs raw, even if the ball
did not go far, for the odds were so even
that none of the basemen would hold &
ball and the runger would not ba inter.
fored with. In the first inning the fat men
made 14 runs snd lean men 13. Beforo the
next inning was over the umpire deserted,
saying that he did not have timeto spand a
week on a baseball grovud. A new one was
selected and the puundiog of balls and
turning of somersaults over them was con-
tinued until five inuings had been played
when the score stood 3% to 35 ir favor of
the fat men. Dariog the game both nines
were greatly changed, as many of the
became tired and hongry and
to return to town. As they had
signed no papers they were guickly re-
leased and allowed to come home. Their
places were usually fllled with equally
fine players.
Notes of the tiame.

The Blue Stocking baseball ui e of Mil.
leraville, will go to Rohrarstown to morrow
where they will play a match game of ball
with the nine of that plsce.

The Pottstown Alerts will be Lere to
morrow and the game will be called at §
o’clock. The Ledger of that place says :
“In uence of a severe sprain of his
baok in the nail mill of the Pottatown iron
company, yesterday, Eoos Longaker, the
firat baseman of the Alerts, will be unable
to st Lancaster, on Saturday.”’ -

yesterday the Active club
of Reading, played a game with the Har-
risburg team. Instead of a good piteher
the home team placed Barns, a fellow who
knows nothing of the position, in the box.
He was hammered all over the field and
lost the game. Gallagher, the new man
who pitched the day before, was no good
at the bat and conld not hit a ball. The
Reading battery was Moore and Carrol and
the state capital nine could do nothing.
‘The score was @ to 5 and it serves the [lar-
risbargers right, for they defeated a far
better club than the Actives the day be-
fore.

lassball El.awhere

At Pittsburgh : Allegheny 6, Metropoli-
tan 1; Baltimore : Anthletic 9, Baltimore
10. 8¢. Louis : Cincionat1 7, 8t. Louis, 13;
Buffalo : Philadelphia 5, Buffalo 25 ; Chi-
cago : Boston 4, Chicago 6; Detroit,- 14
inning% Providenoce 4, Detroit 3 ; Cleve-
land : NewYork 4, Cleveland 5 ; Wilming-
ton : Quicksteps 2, Meriitts 1 ; Brooklyn :
Trenton 8, Brooklyn 5 ; Easton: Easton
6, Anthracite 18 ; Philadelphia : Hartville
16, Orion 9; August Flower 8, Olympie 3.

The Merrvits Ulab to DMasoiva.

It is stated by a number of people inter-
ested in the Meirit baseball club, of
Camden, that the organization will dissolve
on Saturday night. The nine contains a
number of the best players in the country,
bat, notwithstanding this fact, it has been
a i:l? concern from its ineeption. The
first break in their lines was made on
Wedneaday nig.ll:k when Kimber, the

pitcher, Gieenwood, the see-
ond and captain departed with
the Brookiyn club, after their game in
Camden, without giving notice of their
purpose. Ic addition to these the elub
consists of Sweeny, catcher ; Emaslio,
pitcher ; Householder, first base ; Fennelly,
second base ; Warner, third base ; Cor-
coran, ; Gardiner, loft fleld, and
Keinzel, centre field. Oune of the board of
directors said last night that the club was
$2,000 in prrears, wifh no hope of the
receipts of the club increasing. Senaior
Merritt, in bonor of whom the club is
named, has been the main support of the
organization, - but lately he has became
disgusted with the recklessness of its
players,

Almest & Five.

A thrilliog scene took place at the resi-

depce of Mr. A. C. Kepler a short distance
north of this ecity on Wedpesday night.
Mr. . his wife and children occupy
three bed rooms. Their beds are

with canopies to keep away
uitoes. Mr. Kepler had retired for
1 and his -fito was :lhthc.:,djuin-
ing room, haviog just pu one
:}‘ﬂn oh'iklun.gNea.r the bed was a
*»on which a lighted Mhump
standing. A «ust of air through
open window blew the ganze

i

i

§

like m;ﬁhﬂﬂu lamp. In an
'imupill ablaze, the child lying

in the bed surrounded with flames. A

soream from the mother brought
Mr, to the rescue. e
seized i ,  tore

do no more harm to get wet all over. 8o

they waded out farther, and I saw a wave
break all over tham. Then I saw them !
no more.” :




