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J“’“ D. BERTOLETTE,
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MASTER JOHN.

THE GHOST nr fﬂlm VALE.

BY MAJOR A, F. ORANT,

CHAPTER L
THEHR UNKXFECTER YISITOR.

A number of years ago a very elpgunt,
though old-fashioned mansion, stood on
the loft bank of the lovaly Passaie, not muny
miles from ils head waters, Its sirroundings
ware romantically pleturessque, and somo of
the stirring soanes of the Revolulion were
enpeted on the ground that belonged to the
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tigue dwelling. During the struggle for
lberty, the place, quite ancient then, was
inhabited by the Leytons, a proud family,
who dllied themeelves to the Britiah interest,
and s4rved the king's couse whenever o
seeret opportunity offered  fteelf. Shortly
after tho war, the last of the Leytons died,
and the property fell into the hands of o
mun pamed John Clymer, whese mother
had been the sister of the last Leyton.

But where wos the young heir to Drear-
imoor? The executors of Loyton's will
hunted near and fiur for him, and did oot
give up the sedrels uutil they learned that
he bind antored the service of the King of
Sweden some years prior to the death of his
anecle. And with the information, came
the news thut bie had been fatally wounded
in & duel, and might die nb any moment.

You may be sure, reader, that the exovu-
tord did uot inguire further into the eondi-
tiom of the hieir, found at lnst.  They looked
about for another person through whose velns
flowed Leyton blood; and finuslly settled
the old property upon Vivien Vale, n heaut-
ful girl, who had just entered bior eightecuth
yonr,

Vivien Vale, was John Clvmer's sooond
consin, and she brought much grace nnd
gooduess to the old-time dwalling, and won
waon the love and eiterm of the many ser-
vants whoti slie retained, She would oflen
econverse aboul Cousin John, as she called
the man inBweden, and became so solicitous
coneerning hin welfure, that she wrowe o
Stockholn to  aseertiin if be sl Nyl
But no letter wis received jn reply, and so
she concluded that he was dead, and lad
filed o duellist's grave.

It was near the close of a delightful Sep-
tember day, that o sttange mun; with o
foreign air, aml long, dark beand, eame to
Drenrimaoor, and surprised its young mis-
tresw, who had just parted with her lover,
ITie said thot lie was from Btockholm, aud
the agent of John Clymer, the fimt helr to
Whe estitte, atdy moreover, afirmed that he
was empowernd to examing into affiirs, and
report to bis muster, wlio was got dead,

Vivien, startled by the unexpected wvisit,
received  tho man courteously, snd askod
many questiong concerning hor cousln, in
whot she really took deop interest,

"He intends to e posstaslon of Drear
iMoot #0 soon as he can settle his affair in
Bweden,” the mon said, “for you know le
i the frst heir,"

“But he mny not bave reatd the will,” the
young mistress answered with a smile.

“Trile he has not, but he has heard of s
conditinns,"

“Then 1 am murprised that he thinks of
comiog to Drearimoor. Hemay have been
misiafidrined, for, by the conditions of iugh
Leyton's will, Cousln John haw forfeited all
cluims to tho estate,”

The agent started, and asked for the will,
which with & litle hesitation, Vivien placed
in his handa,

“That is toue," he mid, afler reading the
rude, but binding document. My minsier,
by six months absence afier the death of
Hugh Leyton, forfaits his first claim t0 the
estate. Hul," and the Swede bowed to Viv-
tom, “but should the angels call you away
from earth, Johu Clymer becomes master of
Drearimoor.”

“Even o0, smaid Vivien,

““Wall, he will not grumble whon [ make
my roport,’ the man said, e ls quite
wenlthy in Stockholm, and |8 anzious  that
his uncle's old place should not go to rmok."

“Tell Cousin John that I will keep it in
goodd repair, and that, should it ever fall into
his hands he will find it & fit place in which
to and his peaceful duys'

Afler some more eonvermalion, the man
who ealled hinself John Deeski, took his
departure, and redo away at u brisk gallop.
Vivien had given him s kindly Inttor to
John Clymar; but when he hud put three
hills betwoen him and the old hotse he
drow it from his bosom, aud perased it with
a ennning smile.

* There in uo use in laking this letter to
Bwodon, when John Clymer is s near,”
murmured the man, as he tore the letter in
twain, and threw it jnto the Passaic, near
whose calm and beautifil waters Lis was
riding. Master John is very near you, old
Direarimoor, aud before moerning you will
have s master, ot & mistress."

The horseman balted before hs reached
the village of Passaic, from which he had
omorged & fow hourn before, It was now
masnlight, and not & eloud was in the sky ;
tha pleasant breeze warmed the man's fuoe,
s ho sat in the saddle, apparently burjed in
doap thought,

“8lie s very beautiful, but she must not
stand botwoan Johin Civmer and Lho exiate

, bands had mmisod; It was wn otiaows sllonee,

which rightly is his," he said at Just, 1
was prepared for the reeeption 1 reeeived,
and it eut my heart—the sight of n flaxen-
haired girl ruling in the place of my Unole
Hugh, Why, she will live to n green old
age, for the Leytons and their kin never die
young, unless-—unlom—they die before they
get old.**

He smiled st hiv own words, then strick
his teed with the spurs, snd galloped on to
Fasaio.

At tho [on he paid the landlord some
money then said good<bye, and rode awsy
pever to return a8 John Dreski, the Swede
and agent of John Clymer, or Mnster John,

It was not Jong after his departure from
Droarimoor that & young man eame to the
mansion, and sought Vivien; who started
when ¢he saw him,

“ Vivien, who was that man 1 he aalied,;
in nn excited manner,

“ What man, Kirk "

“Why, the ons who Just left Drearlthoor,
e was riding down the hill as I loft »
short time ago, and [ tarried to see how long
he would tarry here. Uh, Vivien, pardon
my Inquisitiveness, but 1 did not like his
bearing though I saw it from o distance,
He rode just as old Hogh Leyton used to
ride up nnd down the Pasio, on his cheat-
nut horee, und for a moment 1 thought it
was Hugh's ghost.”

Vivien, who was listening seriowsly,
laughed whon her lover had finished, nrul
then told him all about John Dreski's r]lll..l

“And you sent by hima letter to your
Cousin John " asked the young man, with
a stnile on his countennnee,

“1 did, and 1 trast he will think kindly
of uy, when he reads it."”

“Ilere s the letter,” said the youth, draw-
ing two pieced of parchment from his bosom.
“8ee our mail earrier bas torn i, and the
pieces are well soaked with water.”

Vivien's faco became quite pale, as she
renched forth a trembling hand for the mu-
tilated letter, whicli she nt onee recognized, |

“Whers did you got them, Kirk?" she
asked, with engemness, |

“Let me toll you " he swid. “I saw vour
vigitor depart, and s strange, unconguerable
curiosity made me follow him. e rode
along the rivor's bank, and all at ones ho
cnme o & halt. Then, in the light of the
moon 4nd the stars, he opened und read
your letter, tore It atwain, threw the piccen
into the water, and resumed Lis journey. 1
went down to the water’s edgo, and found
your letler alreddy fung hack upen (he
shore by the waves. How surprised [ was,
Vivien, ¥ou may imagine, 1 watched the
man s faras [ could see him, and then
eame hithier Lo tell you about my dis-

eoreries,”
A minute's silenoce followed Kirk Gar-|
dyn's Inst word, |

“0h, Kirk, what do wou think all this
means?" maked Vivien, with frightened
fuce,

“That man, in the first place, ls not John
Dirieski, and, in the second, he is John
Clymer, '

“Cousin John Clymer?" echoed Vivien,"

“Yes and I belleve him ta be a bad man
~a vory bad man, Vivien."

“Why enme beuot i histrue character?”
she meled.

“1t did not suit the hated role he is play-
ing. AsJohn Dreski, he can play the part
of the spy; and plin aecording to the slale of
affnire at Drearimoor, Ob, Vivien, 1 foar
sumething dreadful is going to happen
hiere,” and the young physician took the
girl's hond, “But 1 will soon be nearcr
than ever Lo you, for, lo-morrow, pléase God,
in this old bouse, we will bo mademan and
wife,and then let this bad man come between
un, il he dure,”

"Yeu, yes, Hirk, let him tear Drearimoor
Mot e then § 1 will possessn fortune worth
to mey more than a thoumand mich estntes,*’

Heo lnoked with pride into the glowing
face that nestled in the hollow of his arm,
and kissod Vivien's forehoad before Lo stop-
ped from lLer side.

“Whore are you going," she naked.

“1 shall ride 0 Pamino yol to-night,” he
answeredl. “John Clymer in there, nud If
he knows that we are to have a wediding
here o-morrow, be will need watehing."

Bo the twain parted, and Kirk Gardyn
rodle 1o the village to lesrn that the man
eallitg himmif John Dreski, bad doparted
severnl hours before in the direction of
Trenton,

“No fear for to-might, then," eaid ihe
young dostar, and s he retired to his apart-
menta, and fell nsleep.

Vivien did not remain awake long afler
hor lover's departure.

His revelations liad startled hor ; but the
evenls of the morrow occupled her mind,
anid it was not long before she had forgotten
kier unaxpectod visitor, and was sleeping on
her oouels, with tho September moonbeams
ofy ler face.

By-and-by elouds olseured the face of the
moan, and the queen of night did not wee
the dark figure that entered tho sleeping
girl's Woudoir, through the window that
looked upon the lovely Passine

Threo minutes spod sway, and then the
figure emerged from the house, and drop-
ed from the mof of the veranda like o cat.
There was silence boyond the window his

{hat Yore s burly man slung the banks of
the river.

The horsertinn knocked at the door of the
village itn, and roused tlie hout, who ad-
mitied hitn sud sinbled the binck horse,

Onée in Lils room, the sight-rider Jooked
In the old fashioned mirror, and eaw the re-
flections of a eold, stony face, furtished with
iron-gray side-whiskers and a moustaehe,
Ho soon retired; and onee, afer his hoad
lund pressed the pillows, alow, triumphant
Inugh rippled over his lipa

The next morning thera was torrible ex-
citemint at Drearimoor, for Vivien Vale
wos dead,

CHATTER II.
THE GNOAT THAT MASTER JORN SAW,

Yes, the beautiful miskrens of Drearimoor
was dead |

Bo st lesst the servants asid, who gazed
through tears upon the whitensd face; and
Kirk Gardyn, hastily summoned from Pas-
mmicy after putnorous medical experiments,
prononuced hor spititiess—fit only fur the
vaull of the Leytons,

Daul on her wedding-day, and a niaiden
sill |

The young doctor, who loved devoledly,
oould nob but a Vivien's sudden tak-
ing off' with tha visit of the pretended John
Dreski to the mansion.  Bul when hé came
to the conelusion, quite reluetuntly, ns the
render tny suppose, that Vivien had died
suddenly, with o disense of the heart, his
beliel was somewhat shinken, if not entirely
| distroyed,

John Clymer was now master of Dreari-
mpor, and the servants, as they prapared for
the burinl on tiptoe, talked in whispers
about Master Juhn, When would he ontne?
and whut kiod of & man was Le? There
ware some who recollected him from years
gone by, and those said that he was a stern
man who did not care for anything save
money it eould be honrded for the feast
of the miser's vision,

Kirk Gardyn returned to Passaie discons
solate and haggard looking; and it was
while seated at his window ulmost opposits
the inp, that he saw the landlord’s late
guest,

“*There he is now I" he exclaimed apring
Ing to his feel. “John Dreski Lss been
transmogrified ioto Master John,"

A minute later he had erossed the narmow
street, and waa inquiring et the door of the
Inn for John Clymer. *1 am the man,"
wnid the midnight guest, coming forward,
“ Do you wish o speak 1o me "

The devtar serutinizsed the man as he came
forward, anil he knew that e was Hugh
Leyton's nephew ; for he Ll the old Lory's
walk and hig bearing, The featurns did not
relax when Master Jobn was informed of
atinirs ot Dreearimoor, pnd he said :

 Daenth ia not & respector of permons; 1 be-
Heve. T regret my cousln's death—and so
near ber marringe, toa ! 1 ahall go down be-
fore the funeral ; but pot to-day,for it would
look husty in me—the new master of Lthe
properly—to visit there to-day."

He did not permit the dootor to enter into
& conversation with him; but bade him
superintond the burving, and eall on him
for asettlemont of all expenses. Kirk Gardyn
left him as e hal found him—a man, yet s
ridille, s sphinx.

Thedsy that found Vivien silesit and
still'in her bondoir, was s dreary one for
Beptembor.  During the farenoon a mist foll
from the gray clonds, and the air was chilly
and for the tney excoodingly damp. John

Clymer kepil his room at the inn, and the |

Single Copies, 3 cta,

Among the busties which hiad grown over
the grave, and almom directly boneath the
northern arm of the eross, stood what the
frightened rrinn ealled “The ghost of Vivien
Vale! A ghostly figure It was; aud the
pale mooslight thut fell upon it, rendering
it rather indistinet, bt (he mors phantoin-
like, eausel Muster John to tremble like a
mirderer suddenly confronted by his erims
i ghostly shape.

Dut for & motsent he looked uvpon the
epectre | then No struck hin steed with his
snirs, and few down the rond, never casting
n vitigle look behind. Heseemed to beliove
that close upon his horse's heels followed
the speotrs of Vivien Vale | and no rein was
drawn until his steed reeking with swent,
dushed bito the front yard of Drearimoor,
and almost shook him from the saddle.

1fls foce was white, and hie slarted when
the volee of Kirk Gardyn fell upon his ears
—nye, started like the guiltiest of men,

Mr Clymer, you have been puried 1
aaid the dootor; half inquisitively,

Mastor John turaed,

*1s it cotning?” he eried in accents of
tarror,

WILT what 1

*The ghost that I saw at the mnnjor's ernm
~the ghost of Vivien Vile.”

Kirk Gardyn caught the arm of Mastor
John.

“ Go up stairs and seo her,' he sald.

Trembling still, John Clymer obeyed; but
the bier was empty.

* Bhe in gone 1" ho eried.

" Guno? impossible ™

The next moment ke young doclor was
slaring nt the empty bier.

Yes; the beautiful woman was gone ; and
the most intenss exeitement reigned at
Drearimoor.  But it was of briel duration §
for one of the hunters found Vivien Vale
wandering in the vicinity of the soldier's
gravey, ond Moster Johy glided from the
eight of her, and took his bluck horse from
tho stables.

*Bhe nwolke from the trance into which I
threw lier last night, and glided from the
houss while wandering in her mind. Itis
no use to fight for Drearimoor longer, The
next thing that 1 know, will bon knowledge
of my arrest. Good-by, old pluce, Doctor,
you may marry the girl that Joln Clymer
could not kill."

Away he rodo, and when morning came
he was fur sway.

Vivien Vale, having shaken off the effects
of the subtie drag which Master John had
administered to her while sbo alepl. was
watobed by ber lover, nnd tho servanta were
tulkityg with muiles on their faces, nbout the
“ghost" which had frigitened the wicked
nophew of Hugh Leyton,

1 know that Master John returned to
Bweden, whore ho died in Lhe servics of
Churles X1V ; and that Vivien, as the Jove
ing wile of Kirk Gardyn, remained mistress
of Drearimoor, which to.day—though the
old mansion bas given place to a new ong—
in in possession of her descendonis,

This 1 have told the "Ghost Story,” which

you may hear on the banks of the Passalo
to-day,

Reforms.

The Inclination o effect reforms is one
well worthy of eultivation. Dut, lke all
things else, reformation muy be earried Lo s
ridiculous, even dangerods, extreme,

There can be no doubt thet many of the
eronleers over the vices, follies, and injustice
of the age are mainly netbated by a desire to

romote their own ends, 84l as there can

b wo denind of the inequality snd conse-

doetor ilitted like n sormwiul spectre between | quent migery to be found in the preseut forin

the village and Devarimoor. He could not

of sooiety, nor of the necessity of renioval,

| the only quinllnu s concerning the weaos

be abment from the sweet faee of the almiost | nod practienbility.

bride, whom the tender hauds of the hnases
mnlds hiad clid in her white robes ; yot his
pravtioe compelled him to spend some time
in Pasnaic.

The servanis were longing to see Masler
John, and when it was kuown that be was
#0 near the village, their curionity inoreassd,
and it was with difieulty that they could be
pursuaded to remain at their posts,

At Inst the dreary day closed, and (he
clouds broke in the south, and let the light
of the moon sgain full upon the earth.

Master John smiled when he saw this,
und ordered bis horse.

“1 may not be back till morning,”
sid, to the host ;
my estato,"

* You, lLile ostale ; for was not Lhe beanil-
ful Vivien dead, and be now masterof old,
Revalutionary Dhrearimanor ¥

he
“for 1 wm guing down to

1
l
|
|

Ho spoke with new-barn pride, as it were, |

and dushod away quite gaily, never drean
ing that he was loaving the quiet village
for the last time,

The moon was not far above the horiesen
when be left the inn, and as he rode on, |t
eropt higher, while the elouds driven noril-
ward by & southeru winid,
tres aoroma the silvery dise.

He gradually left the river, and galloped
over the road that would soon lapd hing Le-
fure the great old House which he now called
hiv |

He had reached & point in the rom| where
wlooxd @ huge wooden eres, ercoted Ly an
English regiment over the gruve of an Irish |

|ranas ke L/ ks

msjor, when his horse llllhluh.‘"’ pricied up
his eare, ntid gave s snont of werrar,  Mastor
John was started, and Jooked towsndas tha

oot brokeo by the boofy of the bLlack bomwe

¢ross 1o behold an object that paled bis fuce,
and seorned to freves Lhe Liced [n his velns

| the road of gonuine ref

IT reforn is practicable let it be clfected,
but oo much should not e altempled sl
otiee; tor should refortnem show oo much
tisregard 0 the right) and opinions of
othurs, nor paticularly pride thomselves up-
on the fire and swoul they exhibit. Owver
zeal encites persecution : and the age of
martyrdam is passed. No mnn may now
Liopee to gain Wik ehds, of 1o fort a party, by
r.uug through a process of lrlln.lntmn. nur
sy even dying ot the atake. FParty zeal
secturiunism, sre of pll things to be eschew

Itis certain thot chango is not Wlways re-
form ; and it may bo betler to sufler nckuow-
ledged evils, while endurable, than 1o risk
whint we Iul\'r gocsl fn elorts wt their re
moval.  That which hos stood the test of
eonturion, to which ppople huve become wo.
oustomed, nnl G\'hlt‘fl in inberwoven with the
very body of their thoughis, shiould not be
lightly elisngesd,

The instivavions of onr fathers, in which
wi have grown up, though tinptured some-
what with evil, -f.-»ul ) b gently demlt with,
suld with paution sud deop (ll--uqllll'uhmﬂ
should we substitute for them our untired
experimenta,

‘u thie ptirmpd Lo shun prt-r'nl -vt]. -
may envounter greater—carrecting Lhe poli-
tioal sud momd views of our ageestion, we
Figk aovumu g vil fur our own postenity,
The nge s already o Jittle conservative;
whid, adthough we would not luy u pebble
yiol wis feel oone
sirgined Lo niiso ol Yoloo in sarest aposi-
Lot to mere problematicsl schisius,

Civilisath i, as hd!llllll naturg, ia Ijhr;ff.v
wion, elow und graduni—one generation im-
]m-\ll g ot snithern, hot by rapld, hond-long
wapm, Uik with o gluw an A painiul progress,
Wihlle this eonstaut progress  indicates
iothing vol wrong in the copsitution of
pociety, ibs slow e alm shows winemidmatite
diffieals. There nrv 0o uany sotirees of er-
ok, so any contlioting np.l.inrn, ko mAnYy
K wirs of whidity, humnn asture 1w very
tallibilo, thist the very bost wind wiest of ™

fortinrs themmlves canuot agree upon Lhe
changos they sdvoeate.

How, then, must it be with the mases,
for whime benefils tinse reforms wre designed
when even their doctors dirmgree ¥




