' * #Gr~Dmos of all kinds, Common and Judgment BoNDs,

. 'tired hdrse ‘béfore the door of the

_-and in &' clean stall, I’ sauntered into
““thie bar-rodm,

" 'érs there congregated.

_golely to pass away the time of my

" edicivouds'of Maine in the forlorn
- hope that I might meet with some-
~thing strikingly out of the usual

_there, landlord ?” he asked.

L8 :
D SR S
5

..ia8 the laboriously creaking sign vol-|

way of adventuré had befallen me.—

en.”
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THE HAUNTED HOUSE,

-1t was near the ’cldgie of a uitry
‘day in August that 1 drew up my

e

Black Bear—where entertainment
was to be obtained for man and beast

‘untarily informed the passer-by. . .
Haying seen Pluto, well cared for,

itha t, aud, hiving nothihg
better to dd, sat dewn to listen to the
wconversation of the half dozenloung:’

_TYooked over the books on thota-.
‘ble,ﬁpnt they were all dry es¥ays on’
agriculture and cookery, and I let
them pass. I was young then,-just
twenty three,—and was travelling

summer vacation (was thena ‘mem-
ber of the T— Law School), and

from the love ot adventure. _
As'yet, however, very little in the

Life had gone on rather monotonously;
and I Yiad strayed wway here into the

Way. o
Evidently, my entrance had, inter-
vupted the conversation of the gen-
tlemen ; .for there followed a pause,
broken at last, by atall military look-
ingman in rough coat and topboots.
“There was a daughter, wasn’t

“Yes,” replied that individual, so
:shortly that I scrutinized bim more
‘vlosely than I bad before done. " The
serutiny threwlittie light on his char-
acter, His physiognomy was per-
fectly unreadable,” He might, or
might not, be a bad man. He was
short, thiclkeset, with a red face,
bushy eye-brows, and o coldly-glit-
tering steel blue eye.

“Well, it was a startling affair for
this one-horse place,” éontinued he of
the top-boots, removing his cigar—
“It happened four years ago, you say,
and the daughter has not been heard
of since ! Strange!”

“Yos, it will be four years come
pext Christmas,” said s whitehaired
old man who had not before spoken.
#A terrible night, sir; freezing cold,
829400 eyl adhiglt wiophd
©old Roger Hampton and his wife were.
maurderod ; and from that day to this,

| looked out,

- gant style of  ar

.taste ‘and. Jove,:of: tho 'beautiful "

},

tween the stowe gables of .the house, |

dead and silent as atomb,
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oyer the “barroom
‘was arousdd, - R
Tt,le‘_{é.tg%y T’heard shout” “Hamp-
ton’s Death? \was romantic ensugh to

: My curiosity

a
excite” the'intorést’ 'of 'almost “hny.
young map Gf thite, and twonty, and.
‘perBaps T'liad a'full share of romancet
in my eomposition.” T UL

I'threw up the west

window, .and
A .The evening was beau-.
tiful, "There. was ‘a slight  bréeze
blowing, and’ the pale moon had just:
risen. T R
- The:gray old frount.- of Hampton’s
Death way distinctly visible,. looming,
gloomily. from.a mass of,. evergreens;.
1t was o singular feature. in fhat;
backwoods - landseape; this.cold many
sion, built in g rude Tholgh not inele-:
itecture,: T fell ko,
speculating about it.. The maw _who.

Trior:to-his neighbors;. .{He  had. both
There. was & pleasing harmony;be-
and the dark pine. forest -strdtching

away for miles- behind it.:. But this,
distant . view : did not satisfy:me. "1

.:‘W,amted’, to see the inside, to iread the

long ‘closed chambers, and stand, per--
baps, in the very:spot swhere, on . that |
boisterous Christmas night, two souls:
had ‘been so_suddenly launched into.
Eternity. e Wi
- But 1 did not care to bave.ihose
below know of my foolhardiness, as
the landlord would probably term it..
I would wait till they were all in bed.
I sat there quietly, listening to the

‘melancholy voice of a whip-poor-will, |

away off in the copse-wood, the still-
ness growing around ‘me, and even
the light bregze foldingits wings and
sinking tosleep in the leaves.

All was quiet ; the bouse was wrap-
ped in slumber.. T examined my pis-

-tols, put on frésh caps,-and thensoft-
Iy let myself dowb to the ground by |

means of the sirong tendrils of &
grape-vine that had climbed up' to
my window. It was only a little
walk to the old rain—not more than

‘half a4 mile across the fields, to the

dilapidated board fence that separa.
ted the grounds from the adjecent
lots. I sprang overinto thelonesome

of the pile of buildings.

in the cold moonlight.

Hverything: a
No won.

mo human eye, so far' as wo know,
a8 ever looked

ton.” o
«What do you think became of her,

‘Granger 7" asked one of the men ad-} g4 were the windows. Iwentaroun

.dressing the old man.
«} 7 Think? Iknownot w

cion ; but I believe . nothing of the
kind, I remember her as a, lovely
and affectionate girl, and of that mur-

der people said it was haunted,
on Margaret Ilamp- | ihatold tale of chime and death hang-

N
1

ng areund it
1 tried the

.

door,'but it was fast.

to the back part, butit .was closely |sp
' 0w ROt h(?:tzg secured. 1 pried pff ;fﬁcctﬁlce ;v:;h
~ think. It “ﬂsh Cg“mﬁ y roporiod | my koife after soms(al i .cl.xk”gr,an t}y
hat she dealt the death-wounds, ant hat means removed a Window sash,
ithen fled to save herself from suspi-| jaaving tho aperturc free.

Liooking in, I'saw a large apart.-
ment, evidently the kitcheb: Every-
thing had been left just as it was be-

der she is puve as the angels in heav-| ¢00The curse had fallen: thetin pans

«Qf what were you speaking, gen-
tlemen, if- I may inquire ?” T .aske
drawing up to the table where' they |

re sitting. SN
‘%}he carcl% _courteously widened to'

‘admit me ; people always
what they know, if properl
ed to doso. R

“Wae were talking over o tragedy
thsit occurred .nea"'l‘rl here, sorxile gour

" years g0, in an old mansion ‘KNOWN
zs ‘Hn.nt\gpton’s Death,” replied he of

‘the top-boots.—“Mr. Hampton and
bis wife were ‘murde
only daughter, Margare
cighteen; or thereabouts,—has never
‘heen seen since.” ' o

" «Indeed,” Isaid, “but that is very
singular | Who residesat “Hampton’s

: Death’ now ?” , .

-~ «Bless you, young man,” cried the
landlord, “You couldn’t hire anybody
to enter the doors of o sunshiny day ;
and as. for living there—why the
placeis haunted ; and one’ foolhardy
young fellow who went there to pass
the night, on a wager, lost his reason
before morning. He's becn wander-

" ing ever since,%:'u‘t no one knows what
he saw there” -

“«Humph! Aund so the place 18 a
ruin 27 . .

«Getting to be, sir. You can just
goo it'from the window there.

“He pointed out, and Isaw at the
distance of halfa mile, perhaps, the
chimnies of a large house, clearly de-
fined against the red sunset sky.

«Did Mr. Hampton possess any
property 7 Tasked.

“It was generally su d that b
had a large sum of gold by him,” said
the landlord ; “but nothing was prov-
ed after the wmurder. There were

. gome thousands of dollars - worth of
real estate.” R
"~ «And who was the heir of that ?”
. uMy wife, sir,” said the landlord.—
«She was the next of kin after Mar-
" garet—the nicee of Mr. Hampton.—
ut the old house and its immadiate
rounds are a dead weight on our
gands, ; we could not give. them
‘uway.” : o .
nde a fow morei
‘thinﬂ;hb conversation turned to other
topios ; and soon afterward supper
was announced. At the supper ta-
ble I saw the landlady—s tall, hand-
gome woman in the prime of life, with
_ 8 bold black eye, and an air of arro-
- ﬁance particularly insufferable in one
, by duty bound to be respectfully en-
- tertaining. » o

- Iwagshown to my room soon after

supper;” 4n airy spartment exactly

y requést- |

*

like to tell{"

osed that he |

nquiries, and |

still gleamed ot the dresser, and the

T sprang in, and. int
rior of the building, a dark corridor,
to what must baye been a parlor.|
Part of the furpiture still remained ;
the green carpet was gray with dust, |
and the chairs and sofas had put. on
the sackcloth of mould and moth:

A bat flapped against the window
as I entered, escaping through a bro-
ken:pane;:and somewhere not far
distant I heard the shrill scream  of
the . Mighi-bawk: A - distant door

ved ; and théir| . . ed toin the draughtof air I|
t,—a girl of

had admitted, all striking with-start-
ling distinctoess oo the ~dead "air of
that unhappy place. Butl was not
frightened ; it was a
deligbtful to me. 1f Lcould only see
the ghost, I thought, L should bave
something to tell my grandchildren.
From thence I passed through two
smaller rooms to a large ball, in the
wmiddle of which rose a broad stair
case. This | ascended, the long unu
sual stairs creaking weirdly beacath
my tread, as if netonished at their un-
wonted barden. A door at the head
of the landing stoad. slightly ajar. I
pushed it open.and. entered a long,
narrow.chamber, dimly lit up by - the
moonlight struggling through the
dusky glass. Oueyglance showed me
that “tLhis was the ghostly cbamber.
-There were dark:red stains on the
counterpane of the bed, and near the
contre of the floor the delicate carpet
‘was discolored with- what bad once
been a pool of blood.  ~ = -
Here, then, the deed was- commil-
ted. If these silent walls:could speak
what a tale of violence and crime they
‘might reveal ! While 1 stood ‘there
‘thinking how once the death-shrieks
of thiat hapless old man and’ bis wife
had resoanded * through tbe room,
wondering whero the g.mlty murdleri
er was hiding—wondering what trag-
ic fate had overtaken the fair , Mar-
garst, I heard the faint sound of &
human footstep. Convinced . Lhat. 1
was nob mistaken, 1 listened intently.
1t was repeated.  Noj: there wus no
e atmy pistols: once. more
looked atimy pistols” ' y
to make sure mibpau wagTight. - ]fl
were to meet flesh and: blood, those
trusty weapons might prove my best
friend, if only ghosts, 1 might save
myself the trouble of trusting to guo-
powder. B )
There was a door on the - opposite
side of the chamber leading through
several rooms to a:second hall, small-
er than the first, and from this 'hall
another flight of stairs ascended, lead-

.had planned that building yas. supes|

Very massive and gloomy it looked, [ garments,
with its weather-stained walls and | locked together; the great, mild, dark
high, narrow windows gleaming white | eyes were fixed upos my face with
The quaint{an cxpression of terror and won-
gables and carved dormer windows | der.
sbed a black shade over the front;
the path Lo the halldoor wasobstruet- | tom form.
f_d_ lw't'h_ wild y_'i’1 D ‘e“saggg,b,rgpw),mu,d_.jbjy ing.woman. I knew not-_|
very threshotd. = === :

o) bout the place was e

g i e OV K

kettle still sat on the deagrbgdl?eaﬂeh-‘ -
ard passed to the inte-| - g
oo P corridor, |.; “Good.God ! ..and where, have you

Il very novel and |.

,i‘ng,tprobably, to the.attics: I bar
ried through, and paused at the  foot
of these-stairs: -1 could hear thestep
‘weryrdistigotly .now:; it seemed to ibe
and hu

urried, pacing.back and forth.

I evenithought Leonld distinguish.
the slight rustlipg.ofwarwents; asd
as. I stood breaghiess., 2 .low .moan

iole Lo my: ear-—so. thrilling low tbat
i felt the rosy blood around my heart
shripk.and grow cold. %
.. #Clinton Earle ! are youacoward?”
I said to myself,.and the bare insinu-
saiion. was enough to send meforward..
iywentup the-stairs, two at a. bound,;

i

Joor. - Litried-to break it down;. but
it.rgsisted- all my efforts. Jwent:back.

wrenched offithe great. post, of a..1ma-

that.one, and ere long I had-the -8gt:
.isfaction, of seeing it 1all iowards. L
leaped . over the ruinstisto the.apart-
'ment thus opened before me,. but ‘it
.was_bare, .and. unfurnished.,: Not'a
thing,.animate or inanimate,, to .dis-
turb the ghosily devastation. .,

. I.glaoced quickly over.the.walls in,
search. of some gecret passagey and in.

1the farther vorner, I perceived a slidle.

fastened with inassive bolts _on .:the
outside. I drew back the bars, and
Jpaused a moment betore I sought to
peuvetrate. tha mysteries . that door:
concealed. " My beart beat so londly
Lcould hear it,but { laid my  hand
thercon:and found it -beat calm and
strong. .. . .

A vague,ngmeless something thrill.
ed through my.soul as 1 stood there.
1t seemed to.me ag if 1 were about to
enter on anew and:sweeter existence.
The hand:of Destiny-itself was upon
me. .

1 opened the door slowly andstood
on the threshold. What did Isee?
The moon was shining brightly in-
to the chamber, flooding . every re-
mote coruer withitssilvery brilliance.
I'eould distinguish everything with
the greatest-minuteness.

1n the centre_of the room ,stood a

oa - ®

garden, now choked with rank weeds | slight spectral in its slenderness, with
and grass, and stood in the shadow |a face white ag marble, and masses vf

black hair lowing down over sable
The shadowy hands were

I advanced to the side of the phan-

Whether it was ghost or
b waﬂ”

~netest, saddestvoice i had |

ver heard, addresscd me.

“Who are youl?’ “Why are you

with | here?”

«Why I am here, depeunds on cir-

cumstances.”

I paused, forl wasun certain wheth-

d | er I was speaking to the flesh or the

jrit. i '
«Qh !” she cried, springing toward

mo and taking my band’ia both of {.
bers,. sosoft:and warmj. *only say

that you bave come to
‘way from here ! Only, ,
and I will be your siave forever

take me a-
relcase. me

12

" The- suspicion that bad all along

been forming in my mind, broke out
in the abrupt question :

«Are you Margaret Mlampton 7”
«Years-ago-L was-called 8o
been  since—sipce, , that, Christmas
might P T
““fTere, always. Ob, sir -if you
kbew the balf ‘T have -sufferéd, you|
would take ‘me away B s e '

and bearing ber down over the stairs
to life and  freedom ,once more. It'
was the bappiest moment of my ex-
istence when I stood with her on.the
greesward in front of Hampton’s
Death, with the silver:rainm.of the ob-
structed mooulight falling over us.

uight air. How very long it had
been since she had felt the free, fresh
air. 1 touk off my coat and batton-
ed it ‘around her, placing her in the
shadow of & tall fir: tree, that she
might bave the support of its rugged
trank. . _ ‘ )

“You will not be afraid to stay here
whilo I get my horse ?” 1 asked.

“Whero is it T”

At Carl Jansen’s hotel”

1 thought she shuddered at the
uame-—my. suspicions were fast tak-
ing a tangible form. :

‘“Yes, 1 will stay—but, o
will not desért me 7"

s«PDesert you !  May God smile me
dead if I'thisk ofit I’ I exclaiined,
and flew off over thisflelds to the host-
Jery. I wis young and enthusiastic
the. My plan was all formed.—
Plito was strong aod willing, he
could carry us both &sily, and Lgdt
‘ot his back, feeling for the nobléfel-
low un afféction ‘strong s8 that ofa
‘man for bis brother. He needed no
‘urging; he seemed wild to get away
from the vicinity of the Black Bear;
and it was bardly five minutes before
‘1 had Marguret Hampton up before
me., With ‘ene hand I guided the
horse, the other arm beld the slight
form to my side—I was afraid Ishould
lose Lier if I did not hold her fast.

Half an hour’s brisk gallop brought
us to the little village of Lowridge,
and soon alter I had the landlord of
the Globe Houseous of bed, and very
much at my service. . . _

1 took Margaret into . the parlor,

and mado her tell me ber story in as
few words as possible. The land-
lord, was -a& magistrate, and took
down her statement. Two honrs, af-
‘terwards .1 was on my way to the
Black Bear, with fourconstables,and
a.W

‘gen on the charge of murder.

0

We ontored the tavern without cere.

h! .YOu

¥

slmost.over, .my  bead-=soft,  Might;

sbut:was stopped. by arstrong. -oaken.

ito.ong of the-chambers,; bplow,,..and;]

‘2 night at Hampton’s Death.”-

I replied by lifting ket“in my arms |’

Shs - shivered at the. touch of thef

arzant for. the arrest.of Carl Jap-

mony, and'téok the guilty wreteh in
:be? by the Bide of bis equally guilty
wife.” 0 R
‘He'was 1odgtd-in‘the' county jail,
and the nexy afternoon a'judicial: ex-
amination ' tobk - place. ., Mangaret’s
testimony -wasamplysufficient to con-
viet him; atdihe was' taken-back to
the place of hfs'confinement’ to await
bis trial at a higher court. ;. o

Three day®s afterwards  he was
found dead inghis cell.. He -had died
from. . the effgcts .of poison. brought
him by his Wife ; and the sante day
she too was'weized with a fatal. ill-

- Justice was lefrauded. of 1ta.- .dues:
. Jansen; leftia written confessipn in
falls ;He‘fm‘greﬁ;ixpon all:the -horri.
‘ble particulags with. fiendish. minute-
.ness; and 1o apgd eloguently;onthe

hogany. bedatead; and returning, used:|;akill withWhicli; he.; avoided.de;
thisias-atsort, of ;batteping-ram...No|tion. _ e s

Mere’ woodén door counld". ,l-o_ng:_zswj%h;-,» : sltewas agklhiad expected. .- 0
stand-such: an attack as I, made on Mrs. Jatsin-being '‘the: next-heir

‘after ‘Marga‘r“'s(. tothe Hampton weulth
the wretched coupte had - formed .1he
plan of. murdering the swhole family,
Ao order to sdcore the.property.. A
night when::aH the. servents. were
B Sy, A .
away.at a Chistmas Testival was se-

1lected, and tho deed:was.: done;y only

Jansep scould. motfind it in bhis heart
.o sacrifice Margaret. .There wasa,
tender spot in ;the. villain’s.patore,
after all. Long age, in his early
manbood, be: had loved a.woman of
~whose face Mak ‘are’s was the coun-
terpart. Thidiiwoman had died, in:
ber -young lififiocence, in her lover’s
armrs, and foiEthe sake ot that tender
memory, the gitl, who resembled her,
was spa’red.{u%"t she had been . kept
> i .every one belioved
s "Blshe - was, to all in-
tents and purpgfes. Jansen had car-
ried her food at%stated intervals ; and
encouraged the previiling belief that
the old house was haunted, to the
best of his ability. The. young man
who bad goue there to pass the night
had beentrightencd by somediabolical
contrivance of Jansen’s ; and I only
escaped a similar fate by keepizg my
intention of going 1l
1 took Margaret®uslt .once to my
mother in Boston, . and - then, asg the
associations of her early home were
80 painful to her,I sold outthe prop-
erty, and. placed the proceeds to her
credit. - When I gavo the certificates
of stock into her hasds, I said.
“There, Margaret, the old lifeis
buried. .Now youcan begin the new.
She did not reply, but sat there in
the mellow sunshine, her beaatiful
face troubled, her beautiful eyes cast
%’n B AL R T V3
a-great belle.” - o700 and heT
«No,” she said, softly ;I no not
wish 10 be = belle, Clinton.”

«What would you be, if you could,
Margavet I : :
Sl lifted her sweot face to  mine.
I caught her to my breast, and held
her prisoned there. .

- *Would you be my wi
And she answercd.
“Yes,” ' a EREIR
So she was-—s0 she is now, and has
been these many happy years; God
bless her ! And every day my heart
is full of eloguent gratitude to aop in-
serutable Providence, for sending me,
in a fit of romanticcuriosity, to spend

fe, Margaros I*.

POLITICAL.
An Mporéant- Papg','-,
PROTEST OF * LEADING REPUBLICANS

AGAINST

DICTATORIAL USURPATIONS !
A GAUSTIS REBURE!

Senator ‘Wads, of Ohio, cad Representative
" Davis, of Maryland, hold up Lincoln’s Usur*
pation of Power to the Reprebation and
Secorn of'the Freemen of the United States.

LA

IO THE SUPPORTERSY OF THE GOVERN-
MENT. .

We have read without surprise, but
not without indignation, the  procla-
mation of thie Presidént of ‘the Sthof
July, 1864, e

The suppeeters of the: Administra-
tion are responsible.to the country
for its condact ; and it is their right
and duty to check the éncroachments
of the Jixccutive on the authority:of
| Congress, and to require it to' confine
itself to its proper sphere: - - i

It is impossible  to passin silence
this pro’clamation:withput peglecting
that duty; and, baving taken as much
responsibility as any others in sup
porting the Administration, we are
not dispased to fail in the other duty
of asserting the rights of Congress..

The President did not sign the bill
“to guarantee to certain States whose
Giovernments bave been usurped a
republican form of Government,” pass-
ed by.the supporters of his adminis-
tration in both Houscs of Congress
-after mature deliberation.

The bill did not, therefore; become
alaw, and it is, therefore, nothing.

The proclamation is neitheran ap-
proval nor a veto of the bill; it 18,
therefore, a document unknown to the
laws and Constitution of the United
States. . .

So far as it contains an apology for
not signing the bill, it isa politieal
manifesto against the friends of the
Government. T

So far as it proposes to egecute the
bill which is not a law, it is a grave
Executive usurpation.

It is

fore them. % .. = . o
"o proclamation says :

mess; that infiye honrs.ended her life.

"} ed-notito sign.it.

by an excecutive perversion - of the

sideration... .
[Figeration,

‘the. people

" fitting that the facts neces-
sary to enable the friends of the Ad-
ministration to appreeidte the apolo-
gy and the usurpation bo spread be-

And whereas the said bill was presented 1o tho
President of the United States for bis approval
loss than one hour before thesine die adjourn-

It that is accurate, still this bill was
presented with otherbills.

Signed.‘ o ile SPowesnin ! o
. Withjn that Lour, the time for the
sine die adjonrnmeént was three times
posponed by the votes of both Houses ;
and the least intimation of a ‘desire
for more time by the President to
consider this bill would have secured
a furtherpostponement.. .
.. Yét the Commitiee sent to

166 the aseer-
tainif the President had any further
-communication for the House of Rep-
resentatives reported ~that he had
none ; and the friends of the bill, who
bad anxiously waited on him- to as-
certain its faté, had. already been in-
formed that the President had resolv-
_ The time'of presentation, therefore,.
 had’fothing to.do with his failare to
approve-it. . ... o000 Ee
" Phe bill 'had been discussed and con-

sidered f6r niore than a month in the

House. of -Representatives, which it

passed on the 4th of May ; it was re- |
ported to the Senate on the 27th cf
May without material amendmient,

and passed the Senste absolutely as

it came from the  House on the 2d of
July. - SUNEETE . :

- Ignorance ofiits .contents is out of
the question. - - - - '
Indeed, at his request, a draft of a
‘bill substantially the samein all ma~
terial points, . and ‘identical -in “the.
Ppoints objected to by the proclama-
tion, had been laid:before him:for his
ggnsidcration in the winter of 1362~
There is, therefore, no reason to’
suppose the provisions of the bill took
the President by sarprise.

.On the contrary, we have reason
to believe them to have been so well.
known that this method of preventing
Jhe bill from becominga law without
Lhe constitutional responsibility of &
Veto, had been resolved on long before
the bill passed the Senate.

We arve informed by gentlemen en-
titled to entire confidence, that before
the 224 of June, in N QOrleans, it was
stated by 'a member of Gen. Banke’

staff, in the presence of other Gentle-

men in offieial position, that Senator

Doolittle bad written a letter to the

department that the House rTecon-

struction bill would be staved off in

the Senate to a period toolate in the

session to require the President to ve-

toit in order to defeat it, and that

Mr. Lincoln wonld retain-the bill, if
necessary, and thereby defeat it.

The experience of Senator Wade,

_?;?)#meng__ﬂﬂm.tsﬂto get the bili | &
fonsiderad.in tho Sonate: “was_ouite P

ment-of said session and wasnob-signed by bim-="

which, werg

General Bank’s proclamation candid-

the State is Meartial Law.” .
On that foundation of freedom he
-erected-what the President calls “the
free Constitution and Government of
Tousiaha ¢ ~
" But of thisState whose fundamen-
tal layy was martial law, only sixteen
-parishes. out of forty-eight parishes

our.camps. n

The eloven parishes we subsigigal-
ly. held bad 138,185 inhabitantqehe
residue of the State not held by us;
576,617..:~ : '

- At the “farce - called the ¢lection,
the officers of Gen. Banks returned
‘that 11,346 ballots were cast; but
whether any or by whom the people
of the. Urited States have no legal as-
siranes’; but it is probable that 4,000
were cast by soldiers or employees of
“the Bl nited States.~military. or muni-
cipal;"but nore-saecording to any law,
State or National, and 7,000 ballots
represent the State of Juouisiana. = -

~ Such is the free Constitution and
Go¥ernment. ot Louisiana ; and like
it is that of Aarkansas. Nothingbut
the failure of o military expedition.
deprived us of’a likeonein theswamps
of Florida ; and before the Presiden:
tial election; like ones may be organ-
ized in every rebel State where- the
“United States have a camp. C

- The President, by preventing this
bill from becoming a law, holds . the
electoral votes of the rebel States at
the dictation of his' personal ambi-
tion. - g -
- - If thosé votes turn the balance  in
his favor, is it.to be supposed that bis
competitor, defeated by such meaus,
will acquiesee 7. o
" If the rebel majority assert . their
supremacy in those States, and send
votes which elect an- enemy of the
Government, will we not repel his
claims? . -
" And is not that civil war for the
Presidency, inangurated by the votes
of rebel States ? _ :
Serignsly impressed by these dan-
gers, Congress, “the proper Constitu-
tional quthority,” formally .declared
that there are no State Governments
in the rebel States, and provided for

i
their erection at a proper time ; and
both the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives rejected the Senators and
Representatives chosen under the aa-
thority of what the President calls
the free Constitutionand Government
of Arkansas.’ ' ‘
The

.

President's  proclamation

“holds for -naught” this judgment,

nd discards the authority of the Su.
reme Court, and sirides headlong

dicted by letters received from New
Orloans before it had passed the
Senate. o o
Had the proclamation stopped.
there, it would have been only one.
other defeat of the-will of the people
Constitution. SR s
Bat it goes further. - TheProsident |
says; : . .“,‘..’ A - ; )
And whereas the  said. bill'contains, smong
other things, a-plan.for festoring the ' States: in
rebellion to their proper; practical reiatipn in the

Union which plan expresses the seuze of Con-
gress'upon thatsobjeet, and which plan itis'mow }°
‘thought fit to lay before the peuple. for their.con-
thority of the.Gonstitu-

oy
N ¢

. By, what au

to . :be..declared; by, whom? . With
«wwhat effect when ascertained? .. -

Isit to be alaw by the approvalof |
sple without the approval of
Congress, at the will of the Presi-
dent ? Ce e
'Will the President; on.his -opinion
of the popular approval, exééute it as
law? ~ . .. . y
* Or is this merely a device to avoid
‘the serious responsibility of defeating
a law on which so many hearts repos-
‘ed for secarity 7

But the reasons .now assigned for
not approving the bill ave full of
ominous significance.

The President. proceeds : .
| Now, therefore, I, Anramax Livconx, Presi-
Jeut of the United States, do proelaim, declare,
and make known, that, while I am (as I was in
December Iast, when 'by. proclamation I pro- .
pounded a'plan for restoration) nnpreparad_ by
a formal approval of this bill, to be m.ﬂexxbly
committed to any sigoal plan of rggtqrgtxop-f
That is to say, the President is re-
solved that the people shall not by
law take any securities from the reb-
‘el Stgtes against a renewal of the re-
‘bellion before restoring their . power
to govern us.
- His wisdom an
‘our sufficient guaran

He furthersays:
‘ And, while I am uopfepared to declare that

) tate Constita !

:{:@al;';";go;‘)‘c:d and installed “in Arknneas and
_Louisinna sball bo set as ide and held for naught
thereby repelling apd discouraging the loyal eit-
izens who buve set up tho same ag to - further ef-

_ That is to say, the President per-
sists in Tecognizing those shadows of
Governments in Arkansas and Louisi-
ana, which Congress formally declax-
ed should not bo recognized—whose
Represéntatives: and Senators were
repelled by formal votes of both
Houses of Congréss—which it was
declared formally should have no elec-
soral vote for President and Vice
President. ‘ ‘

They are
will. Theye¢
his support.

i

.

d prudence are to be
tees' !

the mere creatures of his
annot live aday without
They are mere oligar-
chies, imposed on the people by mili-
tary orders under the forms of elec-
tion, at which generals, ‘provost-mar-
ghals, soldiers and ca_mg-fol}owers
were the chief actors, assisted by a
handful of resident citizens, and urged
on to premature action by’ private
letters from the President.

In neither Liouisiana nor Arkansas,
before Banks’ defeat, did the Utited
States _control half the territory or
| half the population. In Louisiana,

to be chosen in either of ¢t
a sinister light
motives which
to “hold for naug )
gregs rather than his Government-in
Louisiana and Arkangas. -

thority binding op all oth

requiring the U

tions and Governments |

prear . vl

hose States
will be cast on ‘the
induced the President
ht'* the . will of Con-
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The judgment of Congress which
the President defies was an exercise
of an suthority exclusively vested in
Congress by the Constitution to ‘de-
termine what is the established Gov-
ernment in a State,and in its own na-

sture :and by the. bigh’es_glj adicial- aa-

ments of the Government. ,

er depart-

" Thi Sipreie Court “has formally.

The;, result:|‘declared that underthe fourth ‘sgction ]

of the fifth article of the: Constitution
nited States to guare
antee to every State a -republican|
form of government, it restswith Con-1
gress to decide what government ©8° thie
established one in a State ; and “when
Senators and Representatives of a State
are admitted into the councils of -the
Union, the authority of the Govern-
ment under which they are appom?ed:, ;
ag woll as its republican characte?, is
recognised by the proper constitutional
autherity, and its decision 18 ~binding
on every department of the - Government
and could not be questioned in _a ju-
dicial tribunal.  Itis true that the
contest in this ease did not last loqg
enoughi to bring this ‘matter to this
issue ;-and as no Senators or Repre-

thority of the Governmeot of which
Mr. Dorr was the head, Congress
was not called upon to decide the con-
troversy.—Yet the right to deeide is
placed there.” _ -
" Even the President's proclamation
of the Sth_of December, formally de-
clares that “Whether members are
gent to Congress from any State shall
‘be admitted to seats, constitutionally
rests exclusively with the respective
Houses, and not'to any oxtent with
.the Exceutive.” ‘

And that is not the less true be.
cause wholly inconsistent. with the
President’s assumption in that proe-
Jamation of a rigbt to ipstitute and
recognize State Governments in the
rebel States, nor because the Presi
dent is unable to perceive that bis
recognition is & nallity if it be -not
‘¢onclusive on Congress. - o

"Uunder the Constitution the right
to Senators and Representatives 13
inseparable from a Staté Govern-
mént. o

Ifthere be aState Government, the
right is absolute. .

Tf-there be no State Government,
there can be no Senatorsor Represen-
tatives chosen. . . i

“The Two Houses of Congerss are
expressly declared tobe the sole judg-
.es of their own members. s

"-When, therefore, Senators and Rep-
resentatives are admitted, the -State
Government, noder whose authority
‘they were chosen, is conclusively es-
tablished ; when they are rejected
its existenceis as conclusively rejeced
and denied; and to this judgment the
President is bound #6 submit. ,

' The Président proceeds to expross

ly declared : * The fundamental law of

were heldiby the United States ; and:
in five of*th¢ sixteen we held only

sentatives were clected under the su-1 -

his unwillingness “to declare a con-
siitutional competency in Covgress
to abolish slavery in States” as an-
othereason Yot not signing the bill.

Butthe bill nowhere proposes to
abolish slavery in the States.

The bill did provide that all
Blaves in therebel States should be
manumitted. ’

But as the President bad already
signed three bills, manumitting sever-
al classes of slaves in States, it is not
conceived possible thatheentertained
any scruples touching that provision
of thre ‘bill respecting Which beis si
lent. © | -

He had 2lresdy bimsell assumed a
right by proclamation to free much
the large number of slaves in the reb-
el States, under the anthority given
him by Congress to use military pow-
er to suppress the rebellion; and it
-i8 quite inconceivable that the . Presi-
dent should think ‘Congress could
vest in him a discretion it could not
exercise.itself. B

It is the more unintelligible from

the fact that, exeept in respect toa
small part of Virginia and Louisiana
the bill covered only what the procla-
mation covered—added a Congres-
sional title and judicial remedies by
law to the dispated title under the
proclamation, and perfected thework
‘the President professed to be so anx-
ious to accomplish. , .
. Slavery as an iustitution can be a-
bolished only by a change of the Con-
stitution of the United States or of
the law of the State ; and'this is the
principle of the bill.

It required the new Constitution of
the State to provide for that prohibi-
tion, and the President,in the face of
bis own proclamation, does nor ven-
ture to object toinsisting onthateon-
dition—yet he defeated the ouly pro=
vision imposing it!

But when he describes himself, in
spite of this great blow at emancipa-
tior, as “sincerely hoping and ex-
pecting that a constitutional amend-
ment abolishing slavery throughoug
the nation may . be adopted,” we eaq-
tionsly inquire on -what his expecta.
tions rest, after the vote of the House
of Represeniatives at the recent ~ses-
sion, and in.the face of the political
complexion of more than enough of -
the States to prevent the possibility
of its adoption within any reasona-
ble time § and why he did not in-
dulge his sincere hopes with so large
an installment of the blessing as his
approval of the bill would have ' se-
cared.

After this assignment of his reason
for preventing the bill from becom-
ing a.law, the President proceeds to
deelare his purpose fd execute it as

s atRelancasisinteinlievat m.

the one very proper plan for the loyalpeople of
any State c{nfosil:ng to adopt it ; and zba..t. I sm,
and at all times sholl be, prepared to give the
Hxecutive aid and assistance to any such peo-
plé so soon as the military resistance to the Uni-
ted States shall have been suppressed im auny
sach State, and the people therefor ghall - have
aufficiently returned to their obedience -to- the
Constitation and the lawe.of the United States ;
i which cases Military Governors will be ap-
pointed, with directions to proceed according to
the bill.

A more studied outrage ou the
legislative authority of the people
has never been pérpetrated. .
Congress passed a bill ; the Presi-
dent refuséd o approve it;and then
by proclatdation pits a8 much of it
‘in force as he'seed fit, and proposes
to execute -those parts by officers un.
known toithé i laws - of the United
States and not subject to the confir-
‘mation ofthe Senate ;. .

The bill directed-the ‘appointment
of Provisional Governors by and with
the advice and congent of the Senate.
The President, after dgf‘eatm_g the
law, proposes to appoint without
tbe advice and consent of the Senate,
Military Governors for the rebel
States! B L
He bas already exercised this die-
tatorial usurpation in Louisiana, and
he defeated the bill to prevent its lim-
itdtion.

Henceforth we must regard thefol-
lowing precedent as the Presidential
law of the rebel Statess }

Exgconive MANSION,
. W AsBINGTON, Maroh 15,)864.
His Excellency, Michael Hahn, Governor of
Loufsiana:

Until fartber orders yoa
with the powers exereised
ry Governor of Leuisisna,

are heroby investsd

hitherto by the Milita-
Yours.

ABRAEAM LINCOLN.

This-Michael Hahn is no officer of

tho United States: the President

without law, withont the advico and

‘éonsent of the Seoate; by a pri-

vate note noteven countersigned by

the Secretary of State, makes him

dictator of Liounisiaha. S

The bill provided for the civil Ad-

ministration of the laws of the State
—till it should bein e fit temper to

govern itself—reposaling all laws rec-.
ognizing slavery, and making all men
equal before the law. '

‘Phese benificent provisions the
‘President has annulled. People will
die, and marry, and transfer proper-
ty, and buy and sell—and these acts
of civil life courts and officersof the
law are necessary.  Congress legisla-
‘ted for these necessary things, and
the President deprives them of the
proteetion of law, 3

The President’s purpose toinstruct
bis Military Governors “to proceed
‘according to the bill”—a makeshift
to calm the disappointment - its de-
feat has occasioned—is not merely a
grave usurpation but a2 trassparent
delusion. o .

Tle cannot “procecd according to
tho bill” after preventing it from be- -
eoming a law, o .

Whatever is done will be at his will
and pleasure, by persons responsible
to no law, and moré interested to se-
cure the interests and eg:ecute \;ﬁll of
the President than of the people and
the-will of Congress is to @: vheld of




