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Appeal of the President to
the Border States Con-
gressmen.

RESPONSE OF THE DELE-
GATION, ,

The Representatives and Senators
of the border slave-holding States
having, by special invitation of the
President, been convened at the Ex-
ecutive Mansion on Saturday morn.
ing, the 12th ult., Mr. Lincoln ad-
dressed them as follows, froma writ-
ten paper held in his hand :

Gentlemen :—Afterthe adjournment
of Congress, now near, I shall have
no opportanity of seeing you for sev-
eral months. Believing that you of
the Border States hold more power
for good than any other equal number
of members, I feel it a duty which I
cannot justifiably waive to make this
appeal to you.

1 intend no reproach orcomplaint
when I assare you that, in my opin-
ion, if you all had voted for the reso-
lution in the gradual emancipation
message of last March, the war would
now be sabstantially ended. And
the plan therein proposed is yet one
of the most potent and swift means
of ending it. TLet the States which
are in rebellion see definitely and cer.
tainly that in noevent will the States
you represent-ever join their propos.
ed Confederacy, and they cannot
much longer maintain the contest.—

“But you cannot divest them of their
hope to ultimately have you with them
80 long as you show a determination
to perpetuate the institution within
your own States. Beat them at elec.
tions, as you have overwhelmingly
done, and nothing daunted, they still
claim you as their own. You and I
know what the lever of their power
is.” Break that lever before their fa.
ceg, and they can shake you no more
forever.

Most of you have {reated me with
kindoness and consideration, and I
trust you will not now think Limprop.
erly touch what isexclusive yourown,
when: for the sake of the whole coun-
try, I'ask, “ean you, for your States
o better than to take the course 1
urge {” Discarding punctilio and max-
imsadapted to more manageabletlimes
and looking only to the unprecedent.
edly stern fact of var case, ean you
do betterin anypossibleevent 7 Yom
prefer that_the Constitutional rela-
tion of the States to'the nation~shall-
be practically restored withount dis.
turbance of the institution; and if
thiy were done, my whole duty, in
this respect, under the Constitution
and my onth of office, would be per-
formed. But it is not done, and we
are trying to accomplish it by war.
‘The incidents of the war cannot be
avoided. If the war continues long,
as it must if the object be no sooner
obtained, the institutionin your States
will be extinguished by mere friction
and abrasion—by the mere incidents
of war. It will be gone,and you will
have nothing valuable in lien of it—
Much of its value is gone already-—
How much better for you and for
your people to take the step which
at once shortens the war,and secures
substantial compensation for that
which is sure to be wholly lostin any
other event] How much better to
thus save the money which else we
sink forever in the war! How much
better to do it while we can, lest the
war ere long render us pecuniarily un.
able tod6.it ! How much better for
you,asseller, and the nation,as a buy-
er, to sell out and buy out that with.
out which the war could never have
been, than to sink both the thing to

pe sold and the price of it in cutting-

one another’s throats! o

I do not speak of emancipation at
once but of adecision at once to eman-
cipate -gradually. TRoom in South
American for colonization can be ob-
tained cheaply, in abundance, and
when numbers shall be large enough
to be a company and encouragement
for one another, the freed people will
not be so reluctant to go.

I am pressed with a difficulty not
yet mentioned—one which threatens
division amongthose who, united, are
none too strong. An instance of it
is known to you. Gen. Hunter is an
honest man. He was and 1 bopestill
is, my friend. I valued him none the
less for his agreeing with me in tho
general wish thatall men everywhere
could bo freed. He proclaimed all
men free within certain States, and I
repudiated the proclamation. He ex-
pected more good and lessbarm, from
the measure than I could believe would
follow. Yetin repudiating it1 gavo
dissatisfaction, if not offense to many
whose support the country cannot
afford to loose; And this is not the
.end of it. The pressure in thisdirec.
tion is still upon me and is increas-
ing, By conceding what [ now ask,
yon can relieve me, and much more,
.can relieve the country in this impor-
tant poiot. ,

Upon these consideration I have
again begged your attention to the
message of March last. Before leav-
ing the Cupitol, consider and discuss
it among yourselves. You are patri.
ots and statesman, and as such Lpray
you consider this proposition; and at
the least commend it to the counsider.
ation of your States and people. As
you would perpetuate popular govern-
ment for the bestpeople in the world,
I beseech you that you do in no wise
omit this. Qur common country is
in. great peril, demanding the loftiest
views and boldest actien to bring a
speedy relief. Once relieved, its form
of government is saved to the world;
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its beloved history and cherished mem-
ories ars vindicated, and its happy
fature fully assured and rendered in-
conceivably grand.. To you, ‘more
than to any others, the privilege is
given to. assure that happiness and
swell that grandeur, and to link your
names.therewith forever. - .
With a view to astatement of their
position, the members thns addressed
met in council to deliberate on the re-
ply they should make to the Presi-
dent, and as the result of a compari-
son of opinions among themsclves;
they determined upon the adoption
of a majority and a minority answer,

REPLY OF THE MAJORITY. .

The following paper was sent to the
President on Thursday, the 17th ult.,
signed by a’ majority of the re'pre'a'
sentatives from the border slave-hold-
ing States:

WasuinaTox July 14, 1862,
To the President :— '

The undersigned representatives of
Kentucky, Virginia, Missouri and
Maryland, in‘the two Houees of Con-
gress have listened to your address
with the profound sensibilicy natural-
ly inspired by the high source from
which it emanates, the earnestness
which marked its delivery, and the
overwhelmning importance or the
subject of which it treats. We have
given il a most respectful considera-
tion, and now lay before you our re-
sponse. We regret that want of time
has not been permitted to us to make
it more perfect. :

We have not been wanting, M.
President, in respect-to you, and in
devoiion to the Constitution and the
Union. We have not been 1ndiffer.
ent to the great difficulties surround.
ing you, compared with which all for-
mer national troubles have been but
as the summer clond ; and we have
freely given you our sympathy and
support.  Hepudiating the dangerous
heresies of the Secessionists, we be-
lieved, with you, that the war on
their part, is aggressive and wicked,
and-the objects for which it was to be
prosecuted on ours, defined by your
message at the opening of the pres.
ent Congress, to be such as all good
men - should approve, we have not
hesitated to vote all supplies necessa-
to carry it .on vigorously.. We have
voted all the men and movney you
asked, for, and even more; we have
imposed onerous taxes on our people
and they are paying them with cheer-
fullness and alacrity; we have encour-
aged enlistments__and sent to .the

field many of our best men;and some

of our number have offered their per-
sons to the encmy as pledges of their
sincerity and devotion to country.—
We have done all this under themost
discouragiug circumstances and in
the face of measures most distastful
to us, and injurious to the interests
we represent, and in the hearing of
doctrines avowed by those who claim
to be your friends, most abhiorent to
us and our constituents. But for all
this, we have never faltersd,nor shall
we as long as we havea Constitution
to defend and a government which
protects us. Andwe- are ready for
renewed efforts, and even greater sac-
rifice, when we are satisfied it is re.
quired to preserve ouradmirable form
of government and the priceless bless-
ings of constitutional liberty.

A few of our number voted for the
resolution recommended by your nies-
sage of the 6th of March last, the
greater portion of usdid not and we
will briefly state the prominent rea.
sons which influenced our action

In the first place it proposed a rad:
ical change of our social system, an
was hurried through both hounses with
undue hesto, without reasonable time
for consideration and debate, and
with no time at all for consaltation
with our constituents, whoseinterests
it decply involved. It seemed like
an interfercnce by this Government,
with a question which peculiarly and
exclusively belonged to our respec.
tive States, on which they bad not
sought advice or solicited aid. Many
of us doubted the constitutional pow-
er of this Government to make ap-.
propriations of money for the object
designated, and all of us thought our
finances were in no condition to bear
theimmenseoutlay wbich its adoption
and faithful execution would impose
_upon the national Wreasury. If we
pause but a mowment to think of the
debt its acceptance would bave entail.
ed we are appalled by its magnitude.
The proposition was addressed to all
the States,and embraced the whole
number of siaves. According to the
census of 1860 there were nearly four
milions glaves in the country; from
natural increase they exceed that
number now. At even the low aver-
agoe of three hundred dollars, tho price
fixed by the emancipation act for the
slaves of this distriet, and greatly bo-
low their real worth, their value runs
up to the enormous sum of twelve
hundred millions of dollars; and if to
that we add the cost of deportation
and colonization, at one hundred qol-
lars each, which is but a fraction
more than is actually paid by the
Maryland Colonization Society, we
have four hundred millions morel—
Wo were not willing te imposo a tax
on our people sufficient to pay the in-
terest on that sum, in addition to the
vast and daily increasing debt alf'eady
fived upon them by tne exigencies of
the war; and, if we had been willing,
the country could notbearit. Stated
in this form the proposition is noth-
ing less than thedeportation from tho
country of sixteen hundred millions
dallars worth.of producing labor, and
the substitution in its placeof an in-
terest-bearing debt of the same
amount !

Ap-enjoy

But, if we are told that it was ex-
pected that only the States we rep-
resent would. accept the proposition,
we respectfully submit that.even then
it involves a sum too great for the fi-
nancial ability of this Government at
this time,  Accordingto the census

of 1860—
Kentucky had 225,490 slaves.
Maryland 87,000
Virginin 490,887 ¢
Delaware 1,798 ¢
Missouri - 114,985 . ¢¢
Tennecsses 275,785 ¢¢
Making in ibe whole 1,196,112 slaves,
At the same rate of valuation ’

these.would amount to $358,833,0600
Adad for depoatation and coloni- ]

zation $100 each 119,244,533
And we have the enormous

sum of $478,078,133

Wedid not feel that we should be
justified in voting for a measure which
if earried out, would add this vast
amount to our public debt at a mo-
ment whom the Treasury was reel.
ing under the enormous expenditures
of the war. '

Again, it seemed to us that this res.
olution was but the annunciation of
r sentiment which could not or was
not likely to be reduced to an actual,
tangible proposition. No movement
was then made to provide and ap-
propriate the funds required to carry
it inio effect; and we were not encour-
aged to believe that funds would be
provided. Aund our belief has been
fully justified by subsequent events.—
Not to mention other circumstances,
it is quite suficient for our purpose to
bring to your notice the fact that
while this resolution was under con.
sideration in the Senate, our colleague,
the Senator from Kentocky, moved
an smendment appropriating §500,-
000 to the object therein designated,
and it was voted down with great
unanimity, What confidence, then,
could we reasonably feel that if we
committed ourselves to the policy it
proposed, our constituents would reap
the fruits of tho promise held vut;
and on what ground could we, as fair
men, approach them and challenge
their support?

The right to hold slaves is a right
appertaining to all the States of this
Union. They have theright to cher.
ish or abolish this institution as their
tastes or their interests may prompt,
and no onexs anthorized to question
the right or limit its enjoyment. And
no ono has more clearly affirmed that’
right than you have. Your inaugu-
ral address does you great honor in
this respect, and inspired the country
with cotfidence in your fairness and
respect for the law. Our States are

not teel called on to defend the insti-
tution,or to afflrm thaticis one which
ought to bo clierished; perhapsif wo
were to make the attempt, we might
find that we differ even among qur-
selves. It isenough for our purpose
to know thatitis a right; and so know-
ing, we did not ses why wo should
now be expected to yield toit. We
had contributed our full share to re-
lieve the country at this terrible eri.
sis; we had done as mueb as had been
required of others, in like circumstan-
ces; and we did not see why sacrifices
shoald be expected from us from
which others, no more loyal, were ex-
empt. Nor could we see what good
the nation would derive from it. Such
a sacrifice submitted to by us would
not bave strongthened the armof this
Government or weakened that of the
enemy. Itisnotnecesary asapledge
of our loyalty, for that had been man.
ifested beyond a reasonable doubt in
every form and at every place possi.
ble.  There was not the remotest
probability that the States we repre-
sent would join in the rebellion, nor
is there now; or of their clecting to
go with the Soathern scction in the
event of arecognition of the indepen-
dence of any part of the dissatisfied
region, Our States are fixed unalter-
ably in their resolution to adhere to
and support the Union; they see no
safety for themscives and no hope for
‘constitutional liberty but by its pre-
servation. They will under no eir.
cumstances consent to its dissolution,
and we do them no more than justice
when we assure you that while the
war is condacted to prevent that de-
plorable catastrophe,they will sustain
it as long as they can muster 2 man
orcomnmand a dollar. Nor will they
ever consent, in any ovent, to unite
with the Southern Confederacy. 'I'he
bitter fruits of the peculiar doctrine of
that region will forever prevent them
from placing their sceurity and happi-
ness in the custody of an association
which has incorporated in its organic
law tae seeds of its own destruction.
We cannot admit, Mr. President,
that if we had voted for the resolu-
tion in the emancipation message of
March last, the war would now be
substantially ended.. We are unable
to see how our action in this particu.
lar bas given, or could give, encour.
agement to the rebellion. The reso-
lution has passed ; and if there be vir-
tue in it, it will be quite as efficacious
as if we had voted for it.. We lhave
no power to bind our State in this re.
spect by our votes here and wheth.
er wo had voted the one way or the
other, they are in the sume condition
of freedom to reject its provisions.—
No, sir, the war has not been prolong-
ed or bindered by our action on this
or any other measure. We must
look for other causes for thatlament-
ed fact. We think there is not much
difficulty, not much uncertainty, in
pointing out others far more proba.
ble and potent in their agencies to
that end. ' ;
The rebellion derives its strength.
from the Wnion of all: classes in the
insurgent States;:and while-that.un.’
ion lasts the war will never end until:
they are utterly exhausted. We:

troubles Southern society was divid-
ed, and:that a large portion, perhaps
s majority, were opposed to seces.
sion. Now. the great mass of South.
ern people are nnited. To discover
why they are so we must glance at
Southern society and notice the clas-
es into which it has been divided, and
which gtill distinguish it. They are
in arms; but not for the same object ;
they aré moved toa common end, but
by different and inconsistent reasons.
Theleaders, which comprehends what
‘was previouslyaknown as the State
Rights party, and is much the lesser
class; séek’ to break ‘down national
independence snd set up State denom-
ination.{ With them it is a war
against Nationality. The other class
is fighting, as it supposes, to maintain
and preserve its rights of property
and domestic safety, which it has
been malie-to believe are assailed by
this Government. This latier class’
are ot disanionists per se; they are
80 only because they have heen made
to believe that this administration is
inimical to,their rights, and is mak-
ing war on their domestic institativus,
As longing these two classes act to-
gether, ghey will never assent to
peace. #lhe policy, then, to be pur.
sued isYobvious. ‘I'he former class
will nevér-be reconciled, but the latter
may be. ! Remove their apprehension.
Satisfy them' that no harm is intend-
ed to them and theirinstitations, that
this Government is not making war
on their rights of property, but is sim-
ply defending its legitimate authori.
ty, and they will gladly retarn totheir
allegiance as soon as the pressure of
military dominion imposed by the
Confederate authorities is removed
from them. '

Twelve months ago both houses of
Congress, adopting the spirit of your
message, then but recently sent in,
declared with singular unanimity the
objects.of the war, and the country
instantly bounded to your side to as-
sist you in carrying it on. If the
spirit of that resolution had been ad-
hered to we are confident that we
should before now have seen the end
of this deplorable conflict. But what
have we seen? In both houses of Con-
gress we have doctrines subversive of
the principles of the Constitution, and
seen measure after measure founded
in substance on those doctrnes pro-
posed and carried through, which can
have no other effect than to distract
and divide loyal me#, and exasperate
and drive still further from us and
their duty the people- of the rebel-
lious States. Military officers, follow-

ity in"*the same direction, until in
several instances you have felt the
necessity of interfering to arrest them.
4And even the passage of the resolu-
tion to which you refer has been os.
tentatiously proclaimed as the tri-
umph of the principle which the peo-
ple of the Soathern States regard ay
ruinous to them. The effect of these
measures was foretold, and may now
be seen in the indurated state of
Southern feeling. ,

To these causes, Mr. President, and
not to our omission to voto for the res-
olution recomuended by you, we sol.
emnly believe wo are to attribute the
terrible earnestness of those in arms
against the Government and the con-
tinuance of the war. Nordo we (per-
mit us to say, Mr. President, with all
respect for you) agree that the insti-
tation of slavery is “the lever of their
power,” but we are of the opinion
that “the lever of their power” is the
apprehension that the powers of a
common government, created for com-
mon and equal protection+to the inter-
csts of all, will be wielded against the
institutions of the Southern States,

There is one other idea in your ad-
dress we feel called on to notice. Afl
ter stating the fact of your repudia-
tion of General Hunter’s procluma-
tion, you add :

“Yet, in ‘repudiating it, I give dissatisfaction,
if not offence, to wany whose support the coun-
try eannot afford to lose. And thisis not the end
of it. The pressure in this direction is still upmn
me, and is inerensing. By eonceding, what I

now ask you can reliave me, and much more, can
relieve the country in this important point.”

We have anxiously looked into this
passago to discover its true import,
but we are yetin painful uncertaiaty.
How can we, by conceding what you
now ask, relieve you and the county
from the increasing pressure to which
you refer? We will not allow our-
selves to think that the proposition

to the end that the Hauter proclama.
tion may be let loose on the South-
ern people, forit is too well known
that we wonld not be parties to any
such ineasure; and we have too much
respect for you to imagine you would
propose it. Can it mean that by sac-
rificing our interest in slavery we ap-
pease the spirit that controls that
pressure, cause it to be withdrawn,
and rid the county of the pestilent
agitation of the slavery question 7—
Wao are forbidden so to think, for
that spirit would not be satisfied with
the liberation of 700,000 slaves, and
cease its agitation, while three mil-
lions remain in bondage. Can it mean
that by abandoning slavery in our
States we are removing the pressure
from you and the country, by prepar-
ing for a separation onthe line of the
cotton States? We ars forbidden so
to think, because it is known that
we are, and we believe that you are,
unalterably opposed to any division
atall. We would prefer to think that
you desire this concession as & pledge
of our suppori, and thus enable you
to withstand a pressure which weighs
heavily on you and the country. Mr.
President, no such sacrifice is neces-
sary. to secure our support. Confine
‘yourself to your constitutional au-
thority ; confine. your subordinates;

know: that:at the: inception: of these-

within tho same limits.; conduot this

.

ing thesé.bad exan ave st 1 accept it their ju
S R SRl hiTe stepped L 20k 3

is, that we cousent to give upslavery, |

i

war solely for the purpose of restor.
ing the Counstitution to its legitimate
authority ; concede to each State and
its loyal citizens their just rights, and
We are wedded to you by indissolu.
ble ties. Do this, Mr. President, and
you touch the American heart and
invigorate it with new hope. You

time restore peace to your country,
1ift it from despondency to a future
glory; and preserve to your country-
men, their posterity, and man, the
inestimable treasure of constitutional
goverment,. )

Mr. President, we have stated with
frankness and candor the reasons on
which we forbore to vote for the res.
olution yon have mentioned; but you
have again presented this proposition,
and appealed to us, with an earnest.
ness and eloguence which have not
failed to impress ns, to “consider it,
and ‘at the least to'commend it to the
consideration of our Statés and people.’
Thus appealed to by the Chief Mag-
istrate of our beloved country, in the
hours of its greatest peril, we cannot
wholly decline.. We are willing to
trust every question relating to their
interest and happiness to the consid-
eration and ultimate judgment of
our people. Whilediftering from you
as to the necessity of emancipating
the slaves of our States as a means of
patting down the rebellion, and while
protesting against the propriety of
any extra territorial interference to
induce the people of our States to
adopt any particalar line of policy on
& subject which peculiarly and exclu-
sively belongs to them, yet when you
and our brethren of the loyal States
sincerely believe that the retention
of slavery by us is an obstacle to
peace and national harmony, and are
willing to contribute pecuniary aid
to compensate our States and people
for the inconvenience produced by
such a change of system, we are not
anwilling that our people shall con.
sider the propriety of putting it aside.

But we have already said that we
regarded this resolution as the utter-
ance of a sentiment, and we had no
confidence that it would assume the
shape of a tangible, practical proposi-
tion, which would yield the fruits of
the sacrifice it required. Our people
are influenced by the same want of
confidence, and will not consider the
proposition in its present impalpable
form. The interest they are asked
to give up is to them of immense im-
portance, and ought not to be expect-
ed even to entertain the proposal un-
til they are assared that when they

will, as we sincerely believe, in due-

Btates, for the space of five consecutive years ; but no
office shail be s0 exempt unless by his resignation, after
such term of service duly accepted, or in such other law-
ful mauner, he shall have been bonorably discharged.

Y. Bvery uon-comumissionsd officer, musician, aud pri-
vate of every uniformed troop raised, whe bas or shall
bereafter Golform himself according to the provisions of
suy law of this State, and who shall have performed ser-
vice in such company or troops for the space of seven,
congecutive years from the time of his enrcllment there-
in, shall be exempt from military duty, except in case of
war, insurrectioh, or invasion.

¥I. If any ber of such

or trocp, who
shall have been regulnrly unifornied nn&y ,equippedl? ahall
upon hie removal out of the Leat of such company, or
troop, or upon the dishandment thereof, eulist in sny
other uniformed company, or troop, and uniform and
equip hnmael}‘ therefor, and serve in the same, whenever
the whole time of his service In such companies, or
troops computed together, shall amount to seven years,
he shall be exempt from mititary duty in ke manner as
if he had served for the whole period in the company or
troops, in which he was first enrolled; the certificates
from the commanding officers of such companies shall ba
the proof of such service, :

By the laws of the United States the
persons exempted from military duty are
the Vice President of the United States;
the officers, judicial and executive, of the
Government of the United States; the
members of hoth Houses of Congress and
their respective clerks; all custom-house
officers, with their cleks ; all post officers
and stage-drivers who dre employed in the
care “and-~conveyance ,of the mail of
the post office of the Unit€d States;
all ferrymen employed 2t auy ferry on the
post road ; all inspectors of exports; all
wariners actually employed in the sea ser-
vice of any citizen or merchant within the
United States; ail postmasters,post-riders,
and drivers of mail stages, assistent
postmasters and clerks regularly employed
and engaged in post offices. Idiuts,
iupatics, papers, habitval droukards,
and persons convicted of infamous crimes,
are also exempt.

The enrollment of persons subject to
military daty is condncted as follows: The
assessors chosen in each city shall make a
return of all persons in their respective
districts between the ages of 21 and 45
years liable to be enrolled by the laws of
the General Government. All those ex-
empted from service shall pay annually the
sum of fifty cents, Every person embraced
in the military roll shall receive a notice
that be is enrolled. .As soon as the roll is
completed,ihe assessors shall cause notices
to be put up iu conspicuous public
places seiting lorth that they have made
their roll of persons liabl: to draft, and
that the roll is with one of their pumber,
where all interested can call aod examine
until the said assessors meet to review the
enrollment,

Apy person claiming exemption on ac-
countof physical défect or bodily.infirm ty,
or by the laws of this Sta'e or of the Uni-
ted States, may, before the day specified in
the notice, make an uffidavit before some
one qualified to take the same, of his ex-
emption, which shall be filed in the office
of the City or County Commissioner, and
any person swearing falsely shall be Jiable
to a prosecution for perjury, On the day
the Commissioners shall meet to review
the enrollments, they shall make a certified
list of the persons they shall determine to
be exempt, and shall- file said list in their
office for the future guidance of Assessors
and Commissioners.

- ]
New Market road touching on our right, so thag
we could go off at once, if necessary. Our squada
ron did not dismount. Weo remained in the posi-
tions described m long while, until at iength the
first shell howled through the air abovoos. Phen
ensned & storm of shell and musketry, and for all
I know grape and canister of the most fearful
character. The fire itself was hotter and heavier
than sny we had been exposed to, and swept onr
former ground like a broem. It was also more
concestrated, and the hustling of the larger mis.
siles as they flew over oar heads into the swamp
or field behind, or exploded in the air over omr
heads, sometimes not more than ton feet above,
bebind or before us, received additional effect
from the crashing of the limbs of trees: as they
wers eub away,and the reverberation of the sonnd
through the woods. Oar men and horses stood
quietly, one of the latter occasionally making a
plunge, which was met by the shout of his ofi-
cer, *Steady there, in the centre, in the loftflank,
in the right, orin the rear rank,” as the case
might be. At length, when we had steod this
about half an houor or three quarters, indications
of what had happened began to show themselves,
ilalf a dozen wagona and ambulances first passed
dowa the road at full speed,—next came strag-
glers, at firat cne or two, then half & dogen, and
at last in erowds. Beoven or eight riderless hor.
ges, flew by also as hard as they could pelt, and
Capt. lerron filed us ont, and slso moved us
down the roud, at a steady trot, ecalling on the
infantry to stop, thrsatening te shoot them with
bis raised pistel and otherwise doing bis best, to
roform the men. It was, however, in vain. The
remonstrances of the Rev, Mr. Colt, Chaplain of
the Sixty.Sixth P. V. (Col, Cake,) who displayed
the most perfect coolness in all the turmoil, seem-
ed to have some effect, but rot much. After we
bad gone about s mile, the Colonsl rejoined us,
with a portien of the left wing, and then as we
formed, from timo to time across the road, or re-
tired, as we saw our efforts were unavailing, to a
new position, we learned from our comsades whut
bad bappened.

The epemy in heavy force came across the
field in front of our six pieces, recelving their
fire with steadiness, and retursing it as fiercely,
until it got tebe 100 hot for their stay, and as the
infantry was not advaneed to their support, they
limbered up three pieces and retired with thems
before their men and horses were all destroyed ;
the infantry rose from tha ground, whers they
were [ying down to protect thamselves, delivered
ome, two or three vollies, Sowme deny that they
fired ot all, and broke. They fied directly back
on our dismounted left wing, who, sharing their
panic, rusbed along with them, some mounted
and some dismounted. It was in vain that Col.
Taggart, in the first instance, and Col. Childs af-
terwards tried to stop the rout, in that part of onr
lire; it was complete, Col. Childs sent Adj.
Biddle to stop those farthest off, and it was whils¢
on this duty that be was wounded in the leg just
below the knee. Ils was soon attended tv by Pr.
Marsh, the regimental Surgeon, who on this oe-
casion displayed an unexpected solicitudae for the
wounded, and did his duty nobly and well. Ouwc
gallunt Colenel remained the last man on the
field, calling on the men not to desert him, whea
Enally the seeond plateon of Capt. McCullough’s
company, which were on the extreme left rallied
around him, and swore they would naver desert
bhima. With this nuclens he mansged to collect
the most of the left wing, and rejoined our sguad-
ron, as 1 before stated. Anotber platoon of the
left wing behaved very creditably, and did real
service, This was the first platoos of Co. B., un-~
der the immediate command of 1st Lieut. Parke,
a young officer of whose good conduct I have
bud several oceasions to speak highly. With
gowe faualts, natursl to a high-spirited and im-
pulsive youth of twenty, he has many excellent
gualities, and superior, nlthoegh vacultivated
nataral abilities. Capt. Yoong, than whom there
iz no better officer of bis rank, ordered his com-
pany to wheel first by forming the right, aud then
to the left, which of course, brought them, near-
er to, and still facing the rebels. This platoon
only obeyed the command, the others fiying with

st expectations wiil
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plan as a proposition from the nation
to tho States to exercise-an admitted
constitutional right in a particular
manner and yield up a valuable inter.
est. DBefore they ought to consider
the proposition it shonld be present.
ed in such a tangible, practical, effic-
ient shape as to commuand their con-
fidence that its fruits are contingent
only upon their aceeptance. We can
not trast anything to the contingen-
cles of fature legislations. If Con.
gress, by proper and necessary legis.
lation, shall provide sufficient funds
and place them at your disposal to be
applied by you to the paymentofany
of our States or the citizens thereof
who shall adopt the abolishment of
slavery, either gradusal or immediate,
as they may determine, and the ex-
rense of deportation and colonization
of the liberated slaves, then will our
States and people take this proposi-
tion into careful consideration, for
such decision as in their judgement
is demanded by their interest, their
bonor, and their duty to the whole
country.
We have the honor to be, with
great respect,
. C. A. WICKLIFFR, €huirman.

GARRETT DAVIS,

R. WILSOX,

J.J. CRITTENDEN.

JNO. 8. CARLISLE,

J. W. CRISFIELD,

J. 8. JACKSON,

" H. GRIDER,

JOHN §. PHELPS,

"FRANCIS THOMAS,

CUARLES B. CALVERT,

C. L. L. LEARY,

EDWIN H. WEBSTER,

R. MALLORY,

AARON HARDING,

JAMES S. ROLLINS,

J. W. MEXZIES,

THOS, L. PRICE,

G. W, DUNLAP,

WM. A, HALL.
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Who Can be Drafted.

As it is pow determined that drafting
shall take place, an intereat is felt to koow
« w Py
wio is exempt. A section of the biil

passed by \longress July 15, 1862.provides:

« Puat whenever the President of the Uuited States
shali cull forth the militia of the States, to be ewmployud
in the servics of tie Unis-d States, be may specify in
his call the perod fur which elen service will be se.
qufred, nel exce ding mine meonths; and the militiz go
cilied sholl be must-red in and continue {0 serve for and
during the term so specified, ualess sooner dischavged by

nd of the 1 {. 1, by resson of defects in
existing laws_ or in the execution of them fu the sever.
aiStates, or sny of thew, it shiull be fouud necessary
to provide for enrclling the milicia, and vtherwiae put-
tiug this act jnly executlon. the President is suthor.zed
in such casen to make all necefgry rules and reguia.
tionu ; aud the survifment of the militia ahail in ail
cases Tuciude alt able bodied mnie citizens beluwwen the
vges of eighteen and forty fius, and shall be apportion
) amg,ug the Ntates secosdiog to repressntative popu-
fativn.

1t will be seen from the above that the
President has no power to draft except
for nire months,

Each State has its own laws in regard to
the enroilment of the militia force, and
and these laws generally embody the mun-
ner in wbich draftinyg shall be carried out,
whev called for by the Nuational Govern.
ment,

According to the laws of Pennsylvania
sll able-bodied ‘white male citizens,between
the ages of 21 and 45 years, residing in
the Siate, and not exempted by the laws
of the *Unlted States, shall be subject to
military duty; exceptiog—

I. All persons in the urmy and navy of the Unitad
s‘:ﬁnmnmm and preachersst the Gospel, and pro-
fugaara of culleges nind school ditectors, sod all juvges
of tha several cuuris of this CoDMUDNWERlLh.

I varasons wan have hean  or heresfter ahell be.
regularly and hoo ably discharged from: the army and

mauce of military.duty, in pursiaace of soy le

ftate .. . .
officers who shall  have sirved ‘as

IV: Commissioned )
mich in the militlaof this State or any one of tho United

pavy of the United:Brates in consequencs of the g;rgr.
e

A D{;{t_ft for 800,000 i\ﬁlitiafbr

Wasmiveron, Aug. 4—The following
order has jast been {ssued ;

) WAR DEPARTMENT,
Wasaixarox, D. U., Aug. 4, 1862,

Order calling for militia from the seversl
States:

Ordered—1st. That a draft of 300,000
militia be immediately called into the ser-
vice of the United States, to serve for
nine months, unless souner discharged.—
The S:cretury of War will assign the quo-
tas to the States, and establish regulations
for the draft.

2d. That if any State shall not, by the
15th of August, furnish its quota of the
additional 300,000 veolunteers aunthorized
by law, the deficiency of volunteers in that
State will also be made by special draft
from the militia, The Secretary of War
will establish regulations for this.

3d. Regulations will be prepared by the
War Department snd presented to the
President, with the object of securing the
prometion of vofficers of the army and vol-
unteers, for meritorious end distinguished
services, and of preventing the nomination
or appointment in the military service of
incompetent or unworthy officers, The
regulations will also provide for ridding
the service of ruch incompetent persons
as now hold commissions.

By order of the President.

Epwin M. Staxtox,
Secretary of War.

FROM CAPT. WEIDMAN,

. CUNTINGED.
Describing the Battles before Richmoud.

Capt. Biddle, as he cams by, paseed dirveetly in
front of me, and I was strack with the expres-
gion of Lis countenance, and the oddness of his
manner. I had met bim several timaes, to be sure,
¢ven on the field of battle, aud been much pleas.
ed by the elegance of bhis address, his courtesy,
and the chesrfulness of his countenance and con-
versation, even when suffering from a severe
hoad ache, in which condition he once was. Qa
the present gccasion, he lovked steadily at me,
but did not retura my salute, or that of any of
the atber officers, with the majority of whom he
was well sequninted persooslly, both since and
before the war., At the time I attributed it to
pre-vecupation of mind, altheugh he was not at
all the kind of man to neglect any of the ameni-
ties*of life. I huve simce thought he was in that
state, which the Scotch esll *‘fey,” and which
means one, exactly the contrary to that frame of
mind in which & mun usually i3, und in their
opiniun denvtes the immediate bappening of some
great stroke of good or bad fortupes to the indi-
vidual. I suppose I should have thought noth-
ing of the kind had he not been killed. I did
not, of course, hear the conversulion between
Col. Childs and bim, but I was told that he in-
sisted that there could not be a atronger posi-
tion, and that 500 men couald hold it agaiast ten
thousand, which may be true, fur all I know, but
it did not look se. Gen’l Seymounr, when he
came up to me, which he shortly after did, alse
approved of it, but it was by his order, I believe,
tne infantry were put between the artillery and
cavalry.

‘Gol. Childs soon after they left the field, be-
came 50 convinced of the extremo danger,. to
which onr equadron would be expored, that he
teok us away, and putus in a wood to ths rear,
and right of the remsinder of the reziment, but
entirely disconpected with i Iie left Capt.
Herron, with no positivé orders, but pointed out
a wood-road leading vp the slight hill in frout of
us, from the left of the squadron,.and told him if
anything could be done that was the road to do
it by. This led to the edge of the woods, which
was bounded by the swawp, the extremity of
which nearest to-the eneuiy had been uncoversd
by the emaval of our squadron, and which was
pow on the right of the left wing. composed of
the Cos. of Captains Yoang, Dart, Tombler, Don-

bad been ahle to eolleoy, nfter the disastrous dis-
persion suffered by them, as‘Gen’l MoCa Il's body-
guard on Friday. The whole force of the regi-
méfit on the Geld waa about 400 men. Colanel
Childs sleo eet a party of men. to work, to tear
down the fenges in the neighborhood, and throw
enough ruils into the’ rwamp. about two dengths
wida, to: enable ‘the horses to oroés the rwamp
safely, If noteasily. This he bad done ar twe
places, in the reir of his right, and in T8ar of his
centre., We did tho same thing on the right «nd

roar of our position, Ia ane place Baving the muin
o e & -

can, MoCullongh and such men as Cept. Taylor |

the riglftﬁ%&ﬁ?&%gﬁg} .
advanced, ut a walk, then a trot, and Spally drew
their gabres to charge, when Gen’l Seymour bim.
solf ordeved them buck. At this moment an in-
fantry officer, shot through the right wrist, came
up, and pointed ont a 20.pound Parroit gun, be-
longing to s New York battery cloce by deserted,
and suggested tbat it might be saved. Capt.
Young withdrew his platoon to the woods, and
himself and Lieut. Parke went out with ten dis-
mouoted men, hauled jt into the woods from
whence it was finally removed and saved. As
the rebels were coming up fast, our troops de-
serting the field, the firo severe and heavy, and
the gun one of the best sort of field pieces we
have, I think, that I do not say too much, when
1 say, that both Capt. Young, Lieut. Parke, and
the men of that platoon, deserve a more perma-
nent sod authoritative notice of their achieve-
ment than the sketches of an obscure writer, or
the columns of a country newspaper will give
thew. From this point, our whole duty consist-

ed in stopuing straggiers, and sending them back

to the new lines forming, and as re-inforcements
had now come up and the tide ef battle was turn-
ing ngainst the rebels we really had not much to
do, except to git in our saddles, and listen to the
roar of the eapnon and musketry from.:the battle
about 2 mwiles distance. This we did, retaining,
however, our formation, and never dismountiog.
This cootinued until it became manifest that the
enemy was repulsed, and it must have been with

great loss. Our own was heavy, and the hospi-
tal in the immediate neighborbeod where we en-
ecamped was crowded by sick and wounded, zo
that many kad to be laid on stretcherz on the
lawn, and in the garden. We then bivonacked

on fine ground behind the hospital, and abeug
one v’clock were roused to commence & march
which I shall never think of, without feelings of
profound shame, regret and the deepest sympa-

thy and pain for those whose fate was involved:
in its haste, and whe migbt so easily in my judg-

ment bave been saved from the captivity impend-
ing over them. Isuppose Capt. Herron hed his
orders. Aswas his right and duty he led off the.
colamn, but at such a rate of speed that we,. the
secord division of bis squadron, had lost him. by,
the time we reached the road we were Lo go, which:
wus not two bunidred yards distant. As he had
given me no orders of any kind except that we
were to march, and as I was therefore not bonud
to proceed faster than the usual gait, I felt no.
responsibility, but I did not like to ses affairs
conducted in thisway. By, hard riding we caught
up with his rear before a great while, but grest
part of his ien were far before—and we bad lost
our own. The roads were filled with artillery:
and wagon trains, and this is what made me feel.
ashamed, mavy of the wagons being empiy, ow--
ing to the destroction of stores at Savage’s Stg.»
tiogy all of which pagsed by the old church in.
which our pror sick and weunded were laying:
without an effort or an offer so far as I know from

the Quarter Masters in e¢harge of the trains to.
transport them to the place of entire safety to.
which we and they were hurryiog. At 8ny rate.
it was not dose. The conveyance .Wv:mld have,
been rough, and soms would have died, bat .tb.,
great majority would soon have been enjoying:
the kind attentions snd food caresses of dear-
ones, as many who were removed, nDow gre, and.
the sublime devotion of the Surgesns who re..
maiped with them in their peril, would have been

gaved for somne more necessary occasion. It was:
in this church that Dr. Marsh, Lieut. Biddle snd

savernl of the wounded of our regiment wera.
placed, aud here they were taken, when the ene-

my enme up, for besides the transportation [ have.
alluded to, there was none, and those in chargeof’
that seemed wholly occupied in securiog their-
own safety, Lieut. Biddie was muoh beloved in

the regiment. His manly form and generour,
open character prepossessed all involuntarily in

hiz favor, and he displayed great coolness and.
courage, amid the confusion of the panio. Col..
Childs is doubtful whether he was not ?oundsd

st the time he went, in obedience to bis order,,
to stop the rout of themen ; it is certuin, that he.
was before that end was sttained, and hs soon

had to be supported on his horse, where hefaint.

ed, and was finally removed from the field oo a
sretcher. '

The resnlt f our hasty night march, was, that.
when the Captains reached the groued appointed
for the assembling of our regiment, 88 well as tha
whole army, each of us hrd about six woen, eX-
cept Capt. Herron. who bafl managed to keep.
about forty of his with him. However, they-
gradually eame up, and we were woved once i
soarch of more favorable ground for eavalry, bat.
finailly returned to the immenase ficld in which an
army ocorps or two made their appesrance, £nr.-
rounding Gen. MeClellun’s head quarters, which
were within 500 yords of us. That.night wa
were nguin on the march for Harrison’s Lunding,,
expecting an attack of guetrillas on the maroh,,
which did not, howewgr, happen, alfd draway, wp-
on our arrival. in front of the lspding to. rosist
an sttack of. the enemy’s savalry in force, which

.we were givan to underatand would certainly hap-

pen. As there were severa] infaniry regimont



