e

THE REPUBLICAN.

——=s ==

e ol

n =‘-=‘~:==_'=" =
CLEARFIELD, Pa
WEDNESDAY MORNING, JULY 80, 1879,

Damon aod o Friend-|

ll:ip_____ .

About 400 yoars before Christ, lived |
Damon and Pythias, Pythagorean
philosophers, who had gones from
Atbiens to Sicilly, on a pressing invi
tavion of Dionysius, called “tho ty-
rant of Syracuse” in order to teach
the rode inhabitants of that fortilo is- |
land the arta and scienoes. Falling
under the displeusure of the tyrant,
Damon was condemned to death, and |
tho time for bis execution appointed.
Anxions to see his wife and chillren
once more bofore his execation, he
aalked the King for permission Lo visit |
them. The King answored, ““What |
assurance do you give that you will|
veturn 1" T will give you my friend
Pythine,” said Damon, “for security." |
The King asked Pyibias if he wero
willing to become the bondsman of |
Damon, snd 1o die is his piace, pro-
vided be did not return? “Yes™
said Pythise.  ©1 will stand for Lim,

and if he is not here on tho day ap | square miles of lako surfuce
poisted, I will saffer desih in his|

place I* “Well," says the King, "“this
is strange, but Damon you aro at lib.
orty to go and visit your family, and
if you do not return, as I supposc you
will not, justive will not loss ber vie-|

tim." |

Damon hurried homo fo embrace
bia family, and to communicate Lo
them the sad intelligenco, that inm
fow days ho must return Lo Syracnse,
tosuffer death. When his wife learn.
ed the stato of things, that he had

violsted no law, that he was condemn- | 3

ed by & mero whim of Dionysiue, and
that his friend Pythine had become

his bondsman, sbe insisted upon bis|

not retarning. She reasoned with bim,
and besought him, by the affection he
bare to ber and hor children, not
retarn. Bat all her entreaties were
vain, “Wouold you have me violate
my sacred pledge of lonor to my
friend Pythins " sald be. “No, no, I
would dispiss myself in that ense—
but I sball return and relieve our
friend and maintain my honor, even
al the exponeo of my own life " Da.
mon remained gt home, as we may
imagine, aslong hocould. Atlength,

amidst the sobs nnd tonrs of his wife |

aod children, bo tore himsell awny
from those be loved, The oxeoution
was Lo take place at noon, and ns his
progross was impeded by bad roads
sntl bigh wetors, on the day appoint-
od hoe was still twenty miles from
Byracose ; but ns he rose early in the
morning, and asibe sun was approach-
ing the meridan, the spires of the city
were In view. Hastening on, be
found a large multituge gathered in
front of the prison. The tyrant was
there, seated on a platform, to wit
ness tho novelty of one man dying for
sonother | The hour for the exeention
hind neurly oxpired. “Ab," says the
tyrmnt, “where i your friend Damon 7
Did 1 not tell you that he would not
retorn I “Bat,” says Pythias, “he
will vetarn, if he in alive. 1 know he
will not disappoint me. 1 know him,
and 1 know he would ralber die
than break his word. The tyrant
then looked at the =un disl, and it
waa just noon. “Now,' maid he 1o
tho execationer, “procoed” Pythias
Inid bis bend on the block, the axe
was raised; and the sharp edge glim.
mered in the sunlight, when lo! there
is & movoment in the erowd. "Stop.”
says the tyrant, “till we eee what this
meaos.” Thore stood Damon, pant.
ing covered with dust. He hnd come
in time. The tyrant was so moch

strock with (his proof of friendship |
that he pardoned them both, and re- |

questad permission to join their fra-
ternity.

Itis well known that & popular
and widoly oxtended moviety, the
“Knights of Pythias,” is founded on
this  beaatiful incident.—Lutheran

Observer.
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A Tuovonr sy Tur Wav.—The
path of lifo is like » winding lane, in
whith the travelor must be content
with seeing bot a few stepn before
him, not knowing whether rounding
the next ctirve he may moet with
a friend or foe. Thus it is in life,
Man ean reckon only on the present
moment, aneonscious of what the
noxt may bring forth ; but must walk
on, trusting to the haond that hav
brought kim safely round so maoy
curves, feuling thankful that Infinite
Wisdom has deereed the future shoald
be bidden, lest on beholding all the
porils and dungers of the way at onoe,

he should despair of ever surmonnt
ing thom.
e g A+ a—

An Irishman made o sudden  bolt
into a drog stere, took from his pock
ol a sods water botile filled to the
brim with some pure liguor, and hand
ing noross the coanter, exclaimed —
“There, dootor, snoff that, will you 1"
The dootor did as ho was dirocted,
and pronconced the liguor to be gon- |
uine whisky. “Thank yon, dostor,”
#aid the Irishman. “Hand it to me
again, if yon ploase.” The dovtor did
again as dirocted, and wsked what he
meaut. “Och, thin® sald Pat, “is
you will have it, the priesl told me
not to drink any of this anless | got
it from the doctor. Bo hero's your |
boalth, and the priest's health.”
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Gon. Badenn has salled for London,
o which port be las boen appointed
Conaul by the President. o in en.
gaged in writing the life of General
Grant, and the Press inforie os be |
bas taken all the matorials with bim.
The “materials” conmist of Lis com. |
mission and twelve thousand a year
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