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plnee in your colimns (o rnply. !

t s vory desivable that & bettor

i Southort petiplo should be bronght
1! Ilis can be dope I‘IIIJ' I_hn)“gh' _
pross; which your libaeality, bn accomplished, the war ought to cense.”
v inetunoe, tonds o promote,  Per- | From all thisit apponrs thiut the war
fpe cach SeCTon misunderstands the | ways waged to maintsin the “suprema-
bir.  In the North, the South 1ssup- Loy of the Constitution, and to preseroe
e to be vontumacloas, and untrae | the Dnion,with all the digmaty q“rmj
b Unbon, 1o the Bouth, the North | omd rights of the Sfates unimpaired.”
pegnridol wgunirne 1o the Constitu. | Honee, viewlog the fjuestion from the
i, uned determined o impose on un | Northern standpoint, (and surcly by
s of reconstraction thit are de | that vou are williug to be bound,)
ading and despotic. - It may bo that Congresa is estoppod from denyin;
mistoneoplion  exista, mnd, that these Suates ste (a the Union.
wing each other thvongh the medin | Then, if States in the Union, they nre
passion and prejudion, the obstacles | outitled to representation in Congress,
harinentous and good understand. | in obedience to the Constitution. Be-
¢ are grestly magoified. Ithey ling vefused thia right, are they not
uld, an it were, be brought tnce to | »proscribed ¥ p
o, and cousider the cuuses of diss-| *Yoor second comment is upon my
et and discontent in the spirit | use of the tarms “Soathorn ple,”
candor andreoneilimtion, who orn lund you say she context sliows that
jy thut some common ground of | sregard the whites onlyna constituting
recmant, satisfuctory to both, might | the people.” On the contrary, you
t Lo discovired ¥ It s in this tow- | suy you “conteniplute the wholo peo-
r 1 venture ngain 10 Lreajmss upon ! plaot the South,” white and black, and
ar kisd indulgonce | “insist that Whe rights sad well being
dhe quarrel betweon the two rec: | of them all should be cared for.” Up
mis hias boen as bitter Kince the wir | this poigt, thers is no disagreement
the war was flerce while it raged. | between us. We differ as to the modo
rely this ought not 1o beso. The|in which this shall be done, You say
it hnving censed, the quarrel should | iy maost be done according to the Con-
The vanquished aro entitlod to | pressional scheme of reconstraction.
agnsnimity and justice, and the vio- | 1 object to this soheme.
rious esan wfford to praetice these| 1. Boonuse it is unconstitutional,
blo virtoes,  Thut war has decroed | and admitted to be so by ita sathors.
i3t we shall live together under the | JL Becauss it is in direct eondlict
pue flag.  We are ‘the suceessors of | with the rosolution just above quoted
common politien! nocestry ; we have | [t procceds upon the ides that he
ammon interest in the memory of | ten proscribied States are conquened
bur pust caveer; we ure inevitably | States; whereas, that the rosolution
ked to & common desting. For | ssys the war was not waged for “eon.
hutever shall bo the fate of the South | quest or subjugation”” It “overthrows
vill toally be the fate of the North. |and interfures with the rights and es
long ns we continue to bo one peo- | tabliched institutions of the Suites;
le, under one Government, ite bless- | wherets, vevording 10 that resolution,
ngs or its curses will witimately be | the war was prosecoted to muintain
distributed throughont the entire ox- | these. [t destroys the “dignity, equal
eut of our territorisl limits. The|iiy,and rights of the States ;" whereas,
orth eannot permanently enjoy more | that resolution declares that the war
berty than the South, and the mis | was waged to ‘preserve them."
wiled  policy that shall oppress us, | 111 cause, its inevitable effect
ugh it may, for a time, be unfelt ot | will by, if not so intended, to place
North, will finally result in the
srthrow of the “l%:"‘““l‘i“"' and | the negro race ; so that, however de.
ind in despotism, The cancer that)sirable it is to have the “well-being”
spponrs on the wmallest extremily, |of all the people, white and blavk,
nuy conting itsell to the point of at- | “ecared for,” it will place the white
tack for many years, but it will vitiate | people at the mercy of the black, who
the blood, and at last produce death. | are being Instructed that the latter
Tho North, in its power, may furce lis | have grievances ta avenge ngainst the
pobiy upon the desolated, overpow- | former.
ered and almost impoverighied South ;| “the whole people,” white and black,
ay diotate tous State governments | in the arms of your tender care ; but
repugnans Lo ithe wishos and ssnii-
mentd of the prent mujority of her in.
telligent people; it may enthrone the
:ro race in the position of #uporior-
ty and dominion over the white, by
the power of the bayonet; it mny
cpen the doom cf Fedoral logislation
to membars who will represent igno
rance and (’l'pru\ i!_’.'. and eall this re

I

ase

sional seheome, it scems that the “well
being” of the whites is being disre-
gardod,
1V. Because it is based on the as-
sumption that Congress has the power
to dietate 1o these States that their
| constitutions shall contain certain pro.
visions, looking exclusively to the en.
construetion of the Union,  But | fear | (ranchisement of the bluck race, ana
it will be merely erusting over the | o exercise asupervisionover theaction
smothered firee of the voleano, Ag- | of tho people of theso States whon as-
saion never relents;, its appetite 1= | sambled in primary convention Lo or-
vever satinled; and whon it hos riv. | ganizo their governmenta
etod chaing ppon us, and hea nothing V. Becsuse the principle which
more to do, think you iv will pausein | alone could justify such wction, by
its mareh or roturn to the track of Congress, ns. that stheme embodies,
windom, justice and moderation? Not | ignores the scparate existence of the
unless human pature is changed ; not | States clothed with the inherent righta
inloss all history isa fuble ; not unless | of pelfgovernment, and converts sur
the philosophical relation between | Confederate system into & vast cou-
cunse nnd offect bas eensed.  Aggros. | solidation. It is true, the scheme, on
s never at rest until, like Alex- | its fuce, gives us the opinjon (o accepl
ivr, Ik s hl._‘l’lllljl]','\!”ll e soheme | or I-Jt'-l.'l. But we are di-liu('li.\' in
{ aggrandizemont, snd thon, like | formed that unless wo accept it, we
Aloxander, it weeps because there 38| any expect worse terms; cou led with
no other fleld for canquest, The ooly | confiscation and more general disfran.
safety in In arresting it, if possible, in | chisoment.
the boginning Your third comment, being a per
While I thus charnetarize the }m!i!\y sonsl animadvdision upon my course
of reconstrgotion which Is twing &0 | deserves a fow refleetions. 1 repeat
reely preksed, as ng;_;n»u.\'v'.l shall what 1 said in my lettor of the Gih
A assuil the patrivt'sm of its authors, [ ult,, that “I never, in my whele life,
I combnt erroneous moasures of bad
sntexmanship. 1 protest agninst them

nog

hostility to the Constitution of the
as oppressive and uneonstitutional, | United Staves or to the Union of the
whether so desigoed or pot, 1 enter | States Liased Hpn it aee urding to my
:1!'-];1'!1! in behalf of good | hotast opinion of its Bpirit and mean
iwent, | plead ferconstitutional | ing.”™ Omn this yoa re-nm.t'k that I re
by the wquality of the States, | pudiated the authority of the Federnl
fur o Union of consent—anot of fures, | Usnstilution, and waged » long and
In tuy lotterof the Lith uit, Loalled | Moody war to digrapt the Union, This

o ton Stgies; under military govern- | 1 respectfully, but omphatically, deny
mont, "progoapibed States” -~ You ke | Thongh beheving in che right of a
o up on that,  Well, guppoge 1 used | State 1o secede, Yot 1 opposed vhe se-
Lo weong term, does that prove they | cession of Georgin to the utmost of
not entitled to well government ! | iny foohlo .-.1-;':.!)‘, and voted agiinst
Divea [t shiow they shoald be put under [ i1 in the convention It in true that
ora dominton at the i!lll[l.\ of the |l signed the ordinance after W was

is, for

vonet ¥ CAooonking w Ameriean | passed, fn condormily o s resolution
w of tiberty, the right of self gov. | reguosting that it be signed by all the
rrnment is inhorent in the peopie, aod | delcgates.  But tmy sighaiure gave it

ne ndditional validity. It was the act
pf the douvention without i  If my
ribed States.” o your judg |signatore Lud been necossary o make

eot they are nob “proseribed.” bat | b vabid, | never \Tllt'!:-’i have st ned it
hat their non representalion in Con But 1 signad it to give s much Hors
g s their own act, becanse “Lhey | iral power to the netion of the State
it ont on tietr own motion,”  1v is [ ss possible, in the hope that it might
they attempted to “going ont ;" | diminish the prolisbility of s war for

the North sxid thoy shoduld not, | coercion. As fur a9 the Union was
maintuined thelr rosolve by the | d !-fi-l"_l'-t_ It was done lr}' the ordi
Henee these States were tever Opposing tiat, |

ot of the Union. Congress has al-| upposod digraption Inis Ilqu.lnl‘ill{'ll.
ware wo liedd and so legiaiated. The jto say that 1 “r 1.1;-:-:\'.«4" the Con
o of taxution, possid daring the |stitution.  Nor did 1 wage war 10 dis-

. are boing entorged, The Federal | rupt the Union .I.h(" war, ou our
iry is regalurly organized aod | part, Was --h-:r--_uh'» Wihien secession
s appropriate funclions  bad boeome s fixed fact, 1 yicided ta
States.  They mre for. it ne the mandate of my Siate, nnwise
upon as States of sl futal as 1 then Belioved it 10 be—
n, 1o ratily proposod amendments ! willing 1o share th: fortunes of hor
Constitation. There is, 1 be: | woble people. A w11 haA not felt 1t
not a single aot of Congress |10 be my duty tn dp so, what else
¢ iday of t.ﬂ‘(-nur r 11 down I'J the eoild ] hare il In-' “\l. Ih.l‘l"l" Hl’!.\'
il the military supplemeatary | recogaized :m'.‘i'wnt,\' af the Ullon in
liith does not recoguize them us  the Stute of Leonrgia to give me pro-
* : tection ! Do you notknow that there
wais 8 total failure on the part of the
Government st Washingion to coun.
teract the seoussion Unpulse Thnt
its authority o the Stbto was entirely
prerithroten * Bat whon the war for
coercion was inasguested by Presidont
teal ar suhjugstion, nor for tho Ldneuin, 1 sustained ns fur |&I l *i}l
F overthrgw ing oriuterlering able the F:ﬂ'“lh('."‘ eause, beliewing il

o Fights oF estabilahed Tnntite. | o be vight in principle, but wrong in

{ tho States, but to defend and | poticy ~ Por 1 'did vot “’i'_h "'_f\‘ "{"f‘.
sin the supremaay of the on. |2 Brpabdie lr.\r?afwl""f""“ “’"m"
n oand to preserve Lo Ution, | fo Phe b sidwe by bayonets, liow ean

all the dighity, equslity, snd yon, I respecifuily ask, "“'_?':h't‘:.
\
algeted the

gard is tyrauny
Bat  think I Jedignntod them ok

"pnnee of sgepssinn

¥y & troedd liu-

n the L'nion
an --ur'i} stage of the war,'Con
nost  unsnimousiy, sdopted
wing resosnlion ¢
irolped, That this war is wol
Yaged on our part, in any spitit of
om, nor for any parposs ol

Fhis of the several States unimpsir. for my course ! About the
05 Uit nk e0oW ag theso ohiscts nn.'s.\'ovembor, 1860, you prom

lor-tuniiig between the Northern | VOL. BB-WTHOLE NO. 20"‘.

In language, you embrace |

in practice, by enforcing the Congres- |

herished a sentiment or did an act of

\them %0
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following sound sentiments, which [thut the Exeoutive
| wore roceived with delight in the States roguired, and sodighs warnpstly
South : | toreturn to thelr forml position in

’ “And now, il the cotton Btates son- | the Union, but wers vsoted, with
sider the value of the Union debatable, | bitter aluse anid dony tom heaped
| we maintain their porfect right to dis- | upon their people as il
cusnit. Nay, we hold, with Jefforsan, | wnd traitors -
| 1o the Innliodable right of commbni-|  Beside, bow conld SHE commit sui.
|ties Lo alter or abolish forms of gov-|cide when Copgress olved  they
| ernment thut have becomo oppressive should not, and waged®war for four
or injurions ; and, if the cotton States | years, according to Blution provi
ahall ‘decide thut they ean ' do better | ously quoted, to proven “with no
out of flw Union than in it, wo insist purpose of congaest Ol uhjuuu: jon,
on Jetting them go in penco, The [nor of overthrowing @ Inturfur
right to sscede may be a revolotion. | with the vights aud eel@URLed 1o
[ary ono, but it exists nevortheloss; | tutions of the States
land we do not see how one party can | tain them “with* \l
have a right to do what another party | squality d righta! Bmim
Chaa s bl to prevent.  Wo musbever | Thongh Rtdtes may #ov con
| rosist the asserted right of any State | cide or forfeliyre of soverdiguty (o

L the United

.

to reminin in the Union and nullify or| the Fedoral Government thoy may be |

defy the laws thereof; to withdraw (mubjngated and overthrown by tyrun-
from the Uniou is quite another wat- | ny und deapotism ; and it is in this
ter.  And whenever a considerable | way only that the States of the A mer-
section of our Union shall deliberately | iean Unlon van bo dostroyed
resolve 1o go aul, we shall resist sll| Thoke, howey er, who do nol main
coorcive mensures dosignod (o keep tain this theory, insist thar thoss
them in.  Weo hope never 10 live in o Stntes bave beon engaged in o wickod
Republie whereof one section is pinsed | rebellion, the suppression. of which
10 the residue by bayonets.” {cost the Federnl Government thou
This language, from a gentlewan of | mands of millions of treavors and hon-
{yoor acknowledged talents und influ- | dreds of lives, The amsertion of the
enee, had o powerful effect apon the |msl in trie ; and, whether property
[ people of Georgia. When 1 warned |styled a rebellion or not, the remen-
thew against the folly and danger of | brance of the war most bring a pang
| secession, | wasdenounced nsuntrue to | of sadness (o every feeling hoart.  But
[ my woction, I was eited to your senti- | we ton have 10 moarn over our in
wents as thus exprossed, and told that | poverishment, as o peaple, the graves
you weresounder than [ was upon the [of our gallint dead and the woes of
mighty insue which thon agitated the | widowhood and orphanage which huve
{public mind. To the extent of tho | east their shadows into many onee
{influence of such utterances from you, happy bomes  Afler 4 struggle so
|{and it was vory wide,) the lmapfe of|
| Georgin were induced to believe there |
| would be no atternpt at coercion, and
|i!' there should be, that you wonld
{never give your inflocnce in its favor. | mast challongs mutual respect, thes
Now, | put it to yonr eandor, it yon |common sorrows ought 1o melt the
| had boen a Goorgian, entertaining the | hearts of both sections into forgive
lopinions whivh you and I did as to| vess of the past ; #he waters of Lethe

this great family of Washinglon's
children, in whivh both sides exhibitod
heroism, courage and enduranee that

these Btates under the dominion nf; the right of socession and the absenco| dhould wash ont the mewmory of our

(of any right to coerce a seoeding | sufferings and we should come togeth
| Btate—though deprecating the expe- |or in the spirit of magoanimity and
diency—wonkl you not, like ma, have | justice—the only fourdation on which
linked your fortuncs with the destiny | permaneot peaco and prosperity can
of your State? Bat we both now live | be restored I But we, the powerless
“in » Republic whereol one section is and unormed vavqiished, must be
[pinned to the residae oy bayonots,” | punighed by the triumphant vietors!
and | have lived to be reproached by | Bt ean you punish Stutes? Dublie
yon for I!"l-il'lg:JtOll principles which | ists, who treat of war powers while
! you promulgnted. war rages, maintnin the right of one
It is argued by many that the effect | side to ‘mmuh tho uther.
of the atlernpt to scoede was oxtine | lenge the production of a single re
| tion of the severnl governments of the
spoeding States—a sort of politieal
| suicide ; and that the defeat of it by
| the Fedoral Goyernment moroly pre-
| sorved Lhe territorial integrity of e surrender, the viotoFioes parly may
| United States, without vivifying them. [dictate the tering of sorrender.  But
To my mind, this is a most absurd | it can never, thereafler, superadd ot
| proposition. The States of this Union, | ors, by way of panishment, or for any
w virtue of the sovereignty of their| purpose. Such un attempt is troach
people, are melf-constitnted political | ertus and lh_rqpi_r'ni-:u sud is =0 consid
orgunizations. They derived their | ered by all civilized nations Whence,
existence fram no higher power than | then, does Congress derive tho author.
themselves. They are onlike corpo- ity to punish these States, as States !
rations which are created by the se- | Point, iff you can, Lo w singlo word lo
preme rﬂrvr, and may, in various the Constitution to jestify it.  If indi
ways, forfeit their franchises, In|vidanls have sommiited treason, you
other words, they are im.-nrl.lr of
political suicide—incapable of forfeit-
ing their righta of self-government
The people may voluntarily change
the form of their organization. They
might disband it altogether.  But
doos even such o radical ohange as
this deprive the people of the sover- |
eign right to reorganize in their own
way ! Does it confer authority apon
any other power under the sun W
take thom in band and force a new
government npon them without their
consent ! I challenge the prodoction
of n single respectable aotbority,
ancieht or modern, who has ever
written upon politieal or international
law, in support of such s doctrine.
But sdmit, for the sake of argument,
that these States, by secession, did
commit an act of forfeitare ; to whom |
did they forfeit? To whom did their
right of selfgovernment secure or
revert ! Will it be protended that it
was to the romainipg States, or the
Fedoral Government! What is the
Government of the United States ¥
Is it nou the ereature of the States !
Was not s organization subssquent
to that of the several original States?
I8 it not a Government of limited
wwers, defined in the Constitotion T
Iow, then, could it soovesd to the
rights of the several seceding States ?
Who ever hourd of the ereator forfeit
ing to the creature, or the principal
to bis ngont 7 Where is the word or
letter bp the Constitution that even
romotely squinfa at such a doctrine ¥
Or suppose it were in the Canstilu-
vian, would it not be incumbent on
Congress, in reconstructing these
States, (o procead according 1o the
Constitution, and on the great prines
ples which underlio the framo work
of our political systen T Would they
not be bosnd 1o preserve the privie
foge of the writ of Aabear corpus, the
right of trial by jury, and recoguine
the sacrodness ol property, life, and
fiberty 7 Can they substitute lor these
military supremacy ' Dare they ig
nore the severeignty of the Am-]-!r ol
these States, and the fandaments!
idea that all governmonts dorive their
Just powers from the consent of the
govortod ! Do you find any suthori-
ty din the Constitution for placicg
Lhose States andor military governors,
and adopting such machivery for reor-
ginization as subordinates the intelli.
gent and virtuous to the ignorant and
dopraved ! As well place the domin,
ton aver eight millions of white peo.
ple in the hands of four millions of
pegroes !
t this theory of Stale suicide or
forfeiture s nn false in fuot an it is in
rinciple.  These States never did|
Sililli\gflll uor disband their organi: |
wstion. They maintained governments
—the same that cxisted at the time of
| Beceasion—In full and vigorous opera.
tion., The olose of the wai fousd
They complied with all | To thie

speetable nuthority to justify the pus
ishment of the \'ur.qui.-.hnd. in thelr
| churacter as States, afler tlm'i‘ have
Inid down their arms. Af the time of

modein which it shall be done. It
must be done h}' the jndi(‘i!ﬂ wribu
uals, after a pubhie trial snd convie
tion by an impartinl jury,  Bat it s
ndding eruelty to injustice to punish
the wholo peoplos of Stutes by abro-
gating their governmonts and impo
sing upon them govermments aguinst
their cansont, thas involving the inno
cont with the guilty, in the odium of
the nlleged crime.
know, there wore

thoapsands In all
plored secossion 7 and who took shel-

thore was no power hére, for months
afler sovcasion —uy for years —io
protect them under the “Stars and
Stripos!”  Such treatmwent derives no
support from internationn] law or the
Constitution.  Christiasity and the
civilieation of the mincteenth century
revolt at sach a wholesule systom of
primitive retribation.  Tmpartisi his
tory will brand it; the culightencd
world will condemn it Tho erinmph
aot North ought not to porsist in t
It is due to themselves and to the
character of our Government Lo sbin-
don it, Troe statesmanship nets can
viously, jostly, upon principlos, with.
out tho influence of vindictive tompur.
In your cleventh somment upon
my letter, you say : “Thare are many
good men at the South, some of whom
were Hobels; but publio tranquility
und publio justion ean be socore only
when guaranteed by cq{ml rights and
cqual laws. * * * Yot thoy must
bo gunranteed, nay, wilf bo; and then
capital, enorgy. onterprise, and pros
perity, will abundantly bleas the
South,” This 1 wpderstand to he
an announcemoent, guas authoritatis
that the Congressional sehemo of re
econstrnetion will be carriod oul at all
bazards, which signifies that the no
shall "be unlversally  énfran
chised, us the moaos of “guarantesing
equal rights and equal laws”

gFroes

nn
it thob the reign of prosperity will
begin at the South, Do yvon vainly
expect that the white Tn-u;-l« aof th
South will bave *equal rights and
equal Inws" whon subordinated 1o the
dominion of the black race?  Does it
look like “gunranteeing equnl righta
and squnl laws" to disfranchise a sul
ficlent number of whites to sccure K
result I 1 agree with wou thut the
schense will be execnted, and 1 pray
that your pramisod guod times for the
'South may be fulfilled.  But 1 do not
expect i1, for the simple: reason that
{the legitimate and vocessary reqults
of the programme In Inrning over
these States to wegro rale will dofeat
spqual rights and eqoal laws" forevar

n the same comment You say,
“and  thess (sgual rights and -r‘ull
sy Mr. Johnson's party, whes
restored Lo power, by President Johu.
son, refosed Lo guarantee or eomer”

ds of vebels |

sonatural aud so grievous belweoh |

Bat 1 chinl-|

may punish them, avd it indicates the |

'ufnln_ ]..lv-:ni for W1
And do you net|

thest States, that dopreented and de. |

worunder the Confedorate Aag, beonyso |

all that the President rognired, and
I:I)- our legislation, enacted the prinoi
Ip

Congress, We made all men, bluck
nud white, ¢qual beforo the eivil law

Iuprm the negro; fiest, bucsuse the

wn of the Civil Rtights Bill passad by |

We did not confer political rights |

are stiperior in “mental capacity or
mtollectual cultivtvion ¥ You must
answer in Lhe nogiative, necording to
your own prinuples, Then, is it wise
to'forte upon' the Southern people,
white and black, the adoption of
Stde Constitutivns wnd Governmonis

victorlous power, represented by Gien | which will lead to this resnlt? Suel
Grant, ab the time of surrender, did | will be the effuct of the Congressionsl
b . g
| not demanid it and secondly, beenuse | seheme ol recobstraction

wodid vot believe, a5 we do not now

bolivve, that it is compatible witk
good gavernment. The President and |
the Lepublican party, not bhaving at
that time guarreled, we were not ad

visod that thy latter would dessund
mory at our hands.  Wo hud every |
repagn. te beliove that be not wnly

repmvsonteds ahe Govesnment of the |
United States, but alsaithe policy of
tho Hominant power. Still, howevon,
il thut pariy, in a spirit of eandor,
magnanimity, and justice, had offered |
a ressounble programme of recunstruo- |
tion—eme  that was cousistent with |
the avowed objeets of the war, s
expressod, in Lthe Congrossionsl roso- |
lutions, previgasly -lu"-:-'-.i-uu a final- |

Now, one word apsn your ,‘\rrrpuni.
tion s o praviiol question.  Whiluit
may be troe that the eduested and iu
telligont have no sbstruet right to
rile the ignomnt and depraved, o tie
senne of onrtulling the rigrits of pir
wonpl liberty, Tife, and property, but i
it egunlly true thot & vepublican
government cannot exist whers the
}i’r“lir.;ll puwer iw in the hands of the
intter cluns [ILI!'tfir:l'[|l'l- anid virtus
must govern, from the l\ctn'm-it_\' af
the onse, or the Government mnmust
full, and fail to protect the oitizens ul
any clase. It resls upon po abstraet
or natural right, but upen the right of
self-preservation, which is us applici
ble vo eommunitios as it is 1o individ

- T -
tweed e .i::“d ﬂa‘nn
afd the gron Bifhn party © No
suthoritative intimation bad been giv
en thit other terma would be exnctad,
and it reinning for history o recon)
the diss lmmmt. Mﬂﬂ. and
morliﬁul!;?:: of the Southern States
when thoy naseerinined that their
biopes and expectations were doomed
1o defeat.  But the Congross and the
Prosidont got isto a quareel, and Con.
grews vinited upon us thele wrath, ax
i we were responsibils furthe brasch.
Restorition hus bean postponed ; and
ap o this day, Congress stands un
plodged to our - admission without
quulification, even if we sdopt the
Bhorman schome of reconstraction
It in not offepsd (o us as an aneondi
tional finality | prominent Republican
mombors sy it i not a finslivy; un-
luss the notion of these States shall ex.
bibis sutidductory Iepublican majori-
thes, Akide, thereforn, from the ob.
jectionable fentores of the seheme it.
sulf, do you wonder that the South.
erti Stutes hesitato? © Can you be
wurprised ot their oarnest und decided
opposition to the schemoe !  When
Congress ropudisted the Executive
plan of revomstruetion, it was their
duty to propose ong of thair own
sromptly, cordially, nod in good fith,

{ thay bad offered such.a plan—con.
stitutional and jnst o i terms—with
the nasurpnoe thut it was o finulity,
it would have been aceopted  Bat
they wrangled for noarly or qoite
two years—threatening impeachmont
of the President nnd confiseation;
and ut last concoctad the programme
now on trial; degrading, us we think,
to the manhood of our people, uneon-
stitutioon! in every feature, aud evin-
civn of deop havred toward us, on the

efy, 14 would have boon nevoptod. The | unls. Onr system rests upon the max- | part of & mujority of the “"I'“l’li'-"u

ocension, a8 well a5 wise statesman- |
ship, ought 0 have sugpasted Lo the |
Repullican party the policy of the
atwost frankoess and explicitness of
detail, voupled with the indication of
a siocere desire not only to restore
theso Huutes ou a ( 'uus'.ilu'lluluul bawin,
biet, ulso, of good fesling aud confi-
donee. Bappose thut Congress, an it
could or would not admit onr Sena-
tors aud Reprosenustives, had invited
friendly conference with the Southern
Slates, through thelr intolligeut and
representative men ; supposo, in sach |
conferency, they had aaud, gentlemon, |
we find ourselves in an soouwpions
condition—one uol provided for by
the Countitation; you are o Urpow- |
ered and &t our morcy, but wa do pot |
| wish to deal herahily with yoo; four|
millinns slaves baye been emuneipated
by the war; their rights and welfare |
must by ecared for, in auy schome of
recotistraetion which we may adopt ;
it is & question deeply affecting your
polivieal  and sovial stroctare, and
therelbre we disire yoyr views and
your po-operation in dovising some |
scheme, jost te both races and

mubive of good governwent. Can you
donbt that such o eonference would
huve resulted in some plan which
would have hurrllun:{‘.t'-f the conniry
and given ample protection to tho
bluok I"“"]']’"‘ Know ing the tlien
temper of the Soutliery mind, T am |
| sure such & conrso would have boen |
most boneficial, amd that, o duy, ins
stead of quurrcling over the negro, |
we should bave bevn united and eulti: |
valing a good anderstanding I-vm'.'-r.-:l
the North and the South. Pt 1l.n|
would not do. It was undignified for|
the victors w hold paviey with the

'.n-u.lnl.-lu-| ; we were deemed vile
tebels sand traitors, and to be troated
14 & despised set of outlaws. It mal

| tered not whother elghit mill
people ‘were pleasad or not, if,
| by foree, four milltons of negroes be
'|n||= over them W% khawe the paster,
| oo the redals shall feel it How sad
!1_-, the tomperof the times! Noeffort
;ul. conciliation when the w |'|‘.-1u'|1i;_: ol
{ the whole country demands it! The
{ Republioan party may have thought,
nn-‘ doubtless id think, wo did nol
dessrve it.  Be it so, if you will it:
bat Jo not the higher interests of all,
Land the loftler elaims of slatesoinn
Was it not, and
i it not now, requivel h_v the vory
genius and spirit of car furm of Goy-
ernment !

Hut the negroes have baen emancl
paled from slavery. The Uongress
s pon forrod uphin thom Sate eitizen
shifpy, withowt the shadow ol n shnde
of Constitational antbority, ahd fnsiat
that they shall e universally entran
vhisod, npon the assumption that they
will not bo represanted wishont ft—
an nasumption not suslaloel by the
thoory, bistory, or praotice of our
Government, T Our system has never
sontemplated, nor does it pe
the prineiple of #lass represontation
Its roprosontabive featurd looks to
comimunitios, and as commnmitioa

s of

are
compoved of all their clusses, ordors,
and occupationk each s répresented
whon the whole v Organized us our
sYRLom I8, cinss representation i im
practicable.  Our moechauivs, mang
Inetarars, corporationa  fopeipn.bory
eitizans, aro not roprésented as clisses,
but, such being inlegral raris of the
whole ih('.\‘ are reprdseated by the
ropresenistives al the community, bs
it towin, counties, or Siites vach in
s pla wing subordioute w 1
whola, According to thie 1.|wnr_r (and
right ar wrong, it is our theory, and
lies gt the foandation of ita fundimon
tul law,) thero is ne rensen Or princ
(e thnt the colored race should be
reprospntod, minch lesa that these
Qintes shiould now be resrganived
upsn a plan which will give them, ne
B class, the EHiremacy of '|r-).'l'.-':|=
power. Huot the Republionn party
nave resoived that this shxll be wo,
whethor jost or urjust, w fae or unwise
It heing their fixed parpose, not 1o be
thwarted by any means of which 1
oam conoeive, that the bisok peoplo
dhall be enfranchised, it woald bo woll
w inquire, if there be no pln by
which they may exestine the right of
bullot, mu‘i | :’l.r.:n rr_'ilrl‘qf'n!l'-ll, wilh
out <iil!l"|i..-.ll\;_f the interowts and
rights of the white rmee

In your eighth communt on my for
mor lotter, tonching the superior men-
wl oapneity and eultivation of the
white over the black rave, you say :
“No man has o right to rule ancther
merely bocoruse of his agreater mantal
cupacity or tatellectunl enbtivabion.” |
di not controvert this, as an abstraot
proposition. , Butid uot the converse
of it entitled to consdderation? Are
nogroes, becanso their skina are black
anil they igonorant and depraved, en-

| supremo Lhors as it ishare.

tm that the pooplo are capnbile of solf
guovermoent.  Thi prosuppeses intel
ligenen to know how 1o povern, and
wirtun 1o give that intelligenee proper
direction., It is the highest interest
of the ignorant that the funetions of
government should be wiclded by the
intelligent. In populargoverniuents,
all that is valuable 1o mun, socially or
individually, dependa upon it Tt is
no enslavement of the ignoromt to be
undor snch gunrdiamdlap, It confers
uo misery upon the educuted to be
thas clothed with the IIIJ”T.:"'H] powor
of the State. Bot it eonserves the
liberty, life, and proporty of all.

Youor tenth comment tpon my pre-
vious lotter, a8 to qualified wuflfrage
given to negroes in the Northern
Rtates, is nothing but the vorreciion
of mn error inte whidh1 fell, upon a
puint of fuet. I stand corrected. |
waidd what 1 belioved 1o ba tme at the
titne, but 1 cheerfully nocoguize your
botver information. But the eorvestion
of Mol does not touch the guestion |
presented, which was' that consisten
ey required Congross, if they think it
80 sucred, 1o enforca tho principle of
upivorsal sulfrage in the Northern ag
well as ) Buy

the Soathern Stutes
they fuil w doit, because they dare
not attempt it. The bayonet is not
Y(lu ont-
maorate the Btates in which ungoaliied
sufftuge obtaing, aud suy i ME00n will
it otheor States ,\.-:W Y“l'l& incladed,

Bat hew ! 1Is it in obedience to Con
gressional dietation or by the volun-
tary not of thosy Stutes”  To this we
of thoe South have no objection, I
the people of those States desire it, it
in their perfest right to confer suf
fengo upon the colored frecdmen in
thoir ‘midst.  DBut s equals in the
Uniom { which equality sUongress, by

its resolution, declured the war was |

waged to maintuin aud defend) bave
not thess ten pr:--r!.', d States the

(enme right to decide this question for

thomeelves?  How can Congross con-
sistently loave the policy of fres o
ton to e Northern bui deny it o
the Southorn States! Do you sup
poss the Northern States you nsme
would ever have thos extendod sal
trage if by sodoing they wonld have
put themsolves under nogro domin
lon?  Andif that would be the affect
and Congreds to attem)it to foroe it

upon them, would they yield withoot |
down-trodden |

complaint?  Bat the
and Overpow ard South I8 Toread to
submit, at the point of the bayonet,
and hor honest complaints are con.
strued into disloyalyy and rebellion
The " Nerthory Statos ean afford, if
they ohonse, to enfranchise thelr eol
ored population, for they are o fow
in numberto constitute a
ment of politicnl power. llow diffor.
ent It In the Southern States?
In most of them the colored populs
tiohr prodominates; dnd i they did
not, the Congrossionsl schome dis
franghises a sullicient number of the
whites (o doom. them wa helpless mi
narity and nogro domination

I'o .|F.|.rn-\'ult-. lr-l[ot"l'|_\‘ the “sitaa.
tion,”" we shouald dook bavk 10 the
events that bave teigpired. After
maintalning the struggle far  four
years of blopdy contlict, the Confoder
ate foroes strrendored their Arms on
the simple condition that they woily
retarn o the pursnlis of poace, and
obey the Cepsutation ﬂ:n.l laws ol
the United States, They did so, in
good fuithy sod from the policy which
Congress hud avowed, in the resolu
tion above quoted, ax to their ohjeet
in proseeuting the war; the poaple
of these Stales never dreamed thint
thoy were Lo be (reated as subjugnted
— thial their Stale governmoenle were
to be mored or soperseded —that thelr
“lignity, equality, s
States of the Union, wore to be de-
wiod them ; but, on the ¢ anlrary, had
every roason (o beligve that they
woull be pormitted to resume thair
constitationu) relations to the Union,
und to bo ropresented in the Fedoral
Congress,  Dut the Presidont of the
United States issued Lis proclamation
sotling forth torms on whivh thoy
might do o, which terms wora the
sbavidonmont of secossion, the rvog wili
ation of theie war deby, the repeal of
all lows aod ondinaaces i oonflics
with the Coustitution

the amondment of thd Constitation
abolishing slavery, nnd the adoption
of & like smendment 1o thelr State
Constitutiops.  They did s0.in good
faith, and therefore expected restora-
tion. They regarded (e President
an the reprosentotive of the senti
ments and policy of the North, and

entertained no doubt that Congress |

would oheerfully accede to what lLisd
boen done, aud thus give harmony 1o
the distrnoted country. Up to that

1 simply reply, that we d | titled to govern the white race, who, time, there had been vo Lresch be

wolent ele |

Hights" ns

and Inws of
the United Suates, tho ratifiostion of

party. The programme will be exe-
outed even beyond the exactness of
it lettor and the vengosnce of its
spirit.  How wnd, that the viotors re
lusé to bo just and magnanimous in
| the hourof triumphant suceess ! That,
80 far from listening, they become en-
raged, at our enrbest protest—mnor

Uhearargnment, nor give oa utterancs,

| even through their presses (exoept the
| Tribuney —much loss in Congross |
| How lamentable that, in a time of
punee, habeas corpus is suspended, and
tho eivil courts prulail:itnr]I from hear-
ing our complalnts—that an ntarned
poeople are kept under the surveillance
of military gurrisons, at the cost of
millions to the publie treasory ! How
exgeedingly mortifying . that, when
wo 1-11'—:1-1 Lthe benefits of our common
Coustitation, we sre branded with
disloyalty nnd gravely told that we
ure withoot the pale of the Constitu.
tion § Oh! there will come a day of
retribution ! It may be that, we of
the South, in the aye of the jusi God
of nations, are unworthy to be res.
cucd from the fate which casts its
ominons shadows beforo us.  Hat Jet
the words of Him, “who spake na
nover man spake,” read all a lesson,
“Those on whom the tower of Slloam
full, think y'e¢ Lhey wére sinners above
all other mon ? T tell you, nay." We
have been orushed by the fall, but we
nre “not sinpers aboveall other won."”
Permit me to resson with your vead-
ers a little coneerning the grounds on
| which Congress justifios ite harsh pol-
oy toward the Southern Statew It
is pssorted by its leading and most
distinguishied advocate that the con-
dition of these States prosents & cise
ontsiide of the Constitation—one for
which it does not provide. That
| proposition, if' the States ware mot
States in the Union, and had golten
out, ns the legitimate result of the
war, would be plausible. TDut they
|d1|,' not got oot of the Union. They
were beld in, by foree of arms, nnd
Congross, as 1 have sbove shown, wa.
tged the war, not for subjugation or
| conguest, “overthrawing or interfer.
| ing with the rights or vstablished in-
[ stitntions of the States,” * * gt
[to preserye the Tnion, with all the
|i1=gmt_\e_ equality. mod rights of the
| woveral States animpaired.” Did Con-
',J_.:rvm fail'to suceced in the object for
which it prosecutod the war?  Did it
preserve the Union? It it did, then
it also preserved the States—those ten
proscribed  Statos— with “all their
| dignity, m||unln_v, and rights anim.
paired.”  How is it possible, then, for
their condition to be such s to place
thom beyond the benefits of the Uon.
stitation !

Bat suppose them to be outside of
the Constitution, whoneo does Con-
gross derive power Lo reconstruot
them atall ¥ Congress has no power
not couforred by the Constiturion, 1t
hins 1o inhorent powers ; it can exer.
cise none bal such as are delegated to
it by the weveral Swstesubat formed
the Constitation.

It is true, the Constitation doea not
provide for secossion, for ne govern.
meat provides for its own disintegra.
tion.  The right of secossion is not o
be tound in the Constitution, bat it
results from the very nature of the
compact botween the Siates. 1 oan-
noL pui it in betwer langonge than
you didin your language previously
quoted : “The right w seceds mny be
a rovolutionary one, bl if exists, nep.
erthele  The Constitdtion, not
having provided for secesaion, did not
provide for ecoercipn ; and I dannot
put this  proposition in any better
innguage than you did, in the same
extruct: “'We do not see how one par
ty has u right o do wlhat soother par.
1y hasn right 1o prevent. We must
ever resisd the asserted rvight of any
Suite to remain in the Union nud nal
lify or dely the laws thoreof., To
withdroe fram the Union ia guite an-
other matter”  Therelore you belng
Judye, the right of seccssion oxists;
anid. vourselt bainy judge, the right of
poercion dows nol exist,  Hence the
war waged by the Fuderal govern.
tent was anauthorized, No wonder,
then, that the present condition of
these Siates is anvaslons.  They are
coaroed Sistes—“pinned o the resi
dus by bayonels” uncoustitationally
ppployed.  Henee, thoy are rednoed
1o their presont suomalous condition
by the wrongful action of the Fedoral
Governmont.  Hut does that justify
Congress in doing any and overything
to and with the overpowered Stalos
which passion may debate Does
ane wrong justily another ! or do two
wrongs mnke s right !

Bav 1 will conceds, for the sake of
argument, Lhal secession was whms
upun principle, and that Congroes ha
the right 0 resorl Lo Coercivy meas.

tConclwdod on fourth pagey
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