TR VERO wEAGE

tveve Suvage in the District of
e twmbin, i

T. the Senato-of the Usnited States :

1 have recwived nnd eonsidercd
il entitled “An aet 1o regulate the
cective franchise in the Thsiriet of
Colombin,” posed by the Benate on
the 10th of Doecomber, and by the
House of Represontatives on the sac-
ceoding day. It was presonted fur
my approval on the 20th ultimo—six
dave after the sdiowromont of Con-
crase—and s now returued with my
hieetions 10 the Sense, inwhich body

originated

Mceasares having been introdooed at
the commencemont OF the firt scssion
of the present Congress, for the ex-
tonsion of the dlective franchise L)
jersons of color v the District of Co-
lumbia, steps were - taken by the eor-

rate authorities of Washington and
Georgelown to sscortain and make
known the opinion of the people of
the two cities apon a salject so im
moedistely  affecting  their welfare
T'be guestion was submitted to the
people at spécial elections, held in the
mouth of December, 1865, when the
yaalifod voters of Washington and
Uoorgelown, with great unanimity of

sentiment, vxprossed themselves op.

pased 10 the eonrermylatad lepislafion |
e

W

In Waskington, in & veoteo of
the lxrgest, with bul two e
ever polled in the otly thirty-
five ballots wero casi for negre sof.
rage;: while in Georgetown, in an
nguregate of 210 votes—a pumber
considerably in exossa of the ayeram
vole st the four preceding ancus
vlections—but one was given in favor
of the l"'"l"’"‘""l exionscn of the elect
ive franchise.  As these aloctions seom
to have been ¢ uyrted with entin
fairness, the Tosall
as o truthiiul expression of the ap
o2 the peaple of the IHstrivt wpon the
quesgion which evoked it Possessing
as an organized community, the o
popular right 28 the inhatdtan a
State or Territory, 1o make ksown
thelr will matters which affect
their social
they could have seleciad @
;-.-.u'pfiw-: mode of mex
gress opon the sub;
'._.:.-::;r'. the suffrage of their qualifie
volers :

Entirely &
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and pahtical

U more np

arializaing Lot
of this bill than
d

1inye e wishis ¢
g Lhe wish i

the peop Io of the District of Colutnbes
Congress has deomesd it mght und ex
pedient 1o pass the measare no'y sgh-
wmitted for my sigeature. It there.
fore, bocomes the duty of the Exeen
tive, standing between the legislation
of the oue and the will of wiber,
fairly expressed, 1o dotzrmine whetler
be shosid approve the bill, and thns
aid in plaving wpon the stainie-books
of e nation & law !;.f‘.‘.fl.‘.ﬁ'. which the
people 10 whom it is 10 apply have
solemuly sad with such ananimits
prote sted, or whether he should retarn
it with his objections, in (he
that, upon reconsderation, Conoress,
acting &y the represeniatives of the
iglinlutants of Uhe seal of guvermment
will perait them to regulate & parely
locs] guestion, s to them may secin
best smited to their interests and cot-
dition

The

thoe

b

District of Columbia was ceded

Virginia, in order that it m
cowe the permanent seal ¢
ment of the United States

by Congress, it at once became aul
joct to the *exclusive legislation™ for
‘which provision is made in the Fod
eral Constitution. It shosld be borse
in mind, bowever, that in exercising
ite funesions us the aw-making powoer
District of Columbis, the an
v of the National Legislsturs is
itbout fimit, but that Congress
is bound L0 observe tho ielter and
spirit of the Constitution as well in
the enactmont of local laws fur the
seat of government, as in legislavion
common Lo the eplire Union. Were
it 10 be admitled thal the nght “to
exercise exclusive legmlation in all
tases whatseever,” conferred
Cungress ualimited power
District of C ] L
might be granted wit ita T
ries; laws might bo made rvspe

lwi"’l

this
Lhit)

slumlaia

18-

an eslablishment of relignon, or pr

hibiting the free exercise thareal; or
al T wpre b or ol
the press; or the right of the peopl

peraceably 1o pes 10 petil

3 (ot el T 4 & O Ty

¢ of permatcil

i e, 11 would s ay I by all

1t does not, therelure, stem o be asl
» gt that in matiers pertmin -

Distriet, Coneress shogl

reepeot Jor the » |

§ its inhabitants & is enle

& Swate Legislature for 1
i | Ir.a? riy of thise (or
w ] gisiate Thi Tjniris ‘
& ud the ronius -
fhal § [ rd

bcarnng
i exert at
i Lthose wh

whot a e ;-:.
sl A e
nre
ety of their logis
lﬂ-"n-'i"r\' e, the 1«
be State of Now York,or
mia, ur of Indians, or of
the Unbon, in opposition

any State in
10 the expressed will of & harge ma-

Joesty of the I
ety b r'r'p'r'-n'ul
pon them, 88 Vol
the African or regre race, and make
thwa efigible fr office, withont any

rqu ullfomt then g cdrtain Lorm
I ey « within he State* In
neither of the States named woald the
onered population, when acling to
priher, be abie 1o prodoce auy great
wwfall or polithens! reenltl. Yot in New
York, befiire ke can vote, the man of
colur must fulfill conditions that are
nod roquired of the white citisen; in
Permsyivania the elective franchios e
restricted 10 white froemen | while in
lodans regross and wnlsttoss are
exprossiy exclmdod from the righl of

ple whom they 2
armiraniy Ko
Fs. 3 preraons f

v T It har

|the District of Columbiz to tzy an | lgenee,

| the Govarnment of the Uniited States
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with the principles of right and jastice such guestions are those whoso inter-!

that represeniatives of States, where ests are directly affectod by any pro-
suffrage is cithor depind the eolorad | posed law.  Tn Massachosotts, for in-

man, of granted to him on qua!ilirn-|ltlnm'. male persons arce allowed ol

cations roquiring intelliyence or pro- | vote without regard to color, provided
perty, shoold compel the people of they possess w cortsin degros of intel-
In n population in that State
experiment which their own constita- | of 1.251,006, there woere, by tho consus
enls have thue far shown an unwilling- | of' 1860, only 9,602 persons of eolor,
mess 10 tost for themmelves.  Nor does | and of the males over twanty vears of
i scoord with cur republican ideus |age, there were 880,084 white, tn'
that the principles of sell government | 2002 eolored. Hy the same officiul |
should lose ity forve when applied to | ensmeraiion, there were in the Dis- |
the residesis of the Distriel, merely | trict of Columbin 00,764 whites to]
beesuse their legislaloms are not, Lke | 14816 persons of the ecolored ruce
thoss of the States, responsible, thro' | Bince then, however, the population
the baliot, 10 the people for whom | of the District bas largoly inereused,
they are the law-making power. I nnd it is ostimated M:\ Lhe prosen
Y & 2400
of governmenst under the exclusive sand whites tw thirty thoussnd ne-
tegalation of Congress, was to securc | groes.  The cause of the asgmented
e entire indepetdence of the General  tombers of the latter olass needs no
vovernmens from undue State jnflu- | explanation, Contiguous (o Mary-
cuee, and 1o sasble it w discharge, | lavd and Virginia, tho Distriet, during
o of intesruption or in- | the war, became & plaeo of refoge for
[ringoment of s authority, the high those whoe l."-i'll]r!.‘l] from swervitede, and
functions for which it was created by |it is vet the abiding pluce of s consid
the peuple For this important par-| erable proportion of those who sought
pose it was coded 1o the United States | within its Limits a shelter from bond
by ““‘.‘ imud and Vienginia, and it cor-lage.  Uptil then beld in slavery, and
tainly pever could have been contem- | donied all opportunities for wental
flated &s ono of Lhe ul.l_gi-(‘tt to be at- | culture, their first knowledgo of the
tained by placing itunder the exclusive  Government was acquired when, hy
junsdiction of Congress, that it would | conferring upon them freedom, it be- |
affard 0 propegat come the benelnctor ol their rave ; the
parties a place for an experimental | tost of their capability for improve
test of thair privciples and theories. | ment bogan, when, for the first Ume,
; the pareer of free industry and the
nvenues of intelligence were opened
to Uhom
Possessing Lthese advantages bot a
limited time—the greater namber por-

wlists or politiesl

te, indued, the i

mwsddenls of Lhe senl
of govirnusent sre oot c'tizens of any
d are not therofore allowed »
al college, or rep-
ineds of Lhe na

re, nevertheless, Amerioan | baps baving entered the District of
titled as such to every |Columbin during the later ycars of
guaranioo of tho Cupstitution, (o every | the war or sinee s termination—we

may well puose w0 inquire whether,
gote- | alter so beief a probation, they aro as

ns of ot

Atters, then, (& ¢l e al’ an Intelligeal exor-
affaive, the cise ol the right of sulfrage, and quul-
furm of guv- | iBed to dischargs the dities of official

erumient
shothd be conaul
they tzught 1o feol that
iitted practival

thiir wishes | position.  The peojile who are daily
witnessos of their mode of living, and
who become Bamiliar with their habits
of thought, have expressod the convie-
thon Lhat they are not yel competent
tn serve as electom, and thus become
eligible for office in the local gavern

et post

althoug
UV Lo partivipate in
astional cwncerns, they arv oevertho
ander o paternal Government
regardfol of their righls, mindful of

their wants, and soliciions for Welr mentsunder whicl Hn‘.\'ln'l: Clpthed
prospevity. 1t was evidestly contem- | with the elective franehise, their tum

that all focal guestions would

bers, already largely in exoess of the
demand for labor, wonld be soon in

bo ot to Uhwir decision, at lenst (o an
extent that wonld not be | ereasred by an influx from the adjoin
objects for which Congress | ing States, Drawn from flelds where
ited exniusive logislation over | employment is abandant, thoy would
in vain seck it here nnd 8o add 10 the

e patibie

Lhe &at o govaroim
When the Constit 3 was yel un- | embareassmonty already experiencad
der conslderation, it wus sssumed by from the lurge cinsa of idle persans
I 1

Mr. Madison
allowed *a municipal legislnture,
grives] from their

When, for the first
the vear 1SUU, as
President
s o

at its inhabitants would

vongregaled in tho Districk.  Ha
yet capable of forming correct §
ments wpon the umportint  uestions
thist often ranke the issne of a politieal |
contest, thoy conld readily be made
subservieot to the parposas of design

ing persons.  Whils in Maseschusotts,
under the consus of 186U, the propor

tion of white to colored

w2

lor local A oses,
1]

awn #uil

time, (Con

s

., 1

ning,
it Wiks

minlos over

to wousider whether the loes)
over the Distriet of Columbia, | twegnly venrs of nge was one hondred
w the Constitation in the and thirty to one, here the black raee

constitutes nearly one-third of the en
tire popalation, whilst the sumo cluss
surrounds the Distriot on all sides,
ready to change their residenve at i
moment’s notiee, and with all the fh
cifity of o nomadic people, in order to
enjoy here, afler u short residence, n
privilego they fnd nowhero elso. It
s within their power, in one yenr, 1o
pome mto the District o sach num

"Ifag:u‘-‘: A the United States, should
Ins }lam«--:na:rl) exervised, and be
asked them to “consider it as the
capital of a great pation, advancing
with Y \:.--I-]-'.- ) raphlity in nrts, o
woalth, and in population, and pos-

AN Williin Ll

4 Vasddl resoarves
which, i not thrown away or lament-
ably milsdirected, would secure to it a
iong course of prosperity and self.
gavernmenl Threo years had not | bers as o hnve the sapreme vontrol of
clapscsd when was called | the white race, and to govern them
upon to determine the propricty of by their own oficers, and by the exer
: to Maryland and Virginis | etse of all the mupicipal asuthority—
arigliction of the territory wiich | amang the rest, of the power 01 Lixa
bad ry -»i-'t‘.‘.s'-'vl,\' !‘l'.'.‘l'n.l]l'-niu.'-.l. to ! tion uver propey t.\' in which the i) have
no intorest.  In Massschuseits, whore |
they have enjoyed the Lenchits of »
thorough educatioonl system, s quali
fieation of Inlelligency is required,
while here suflrnge i3 extended to all,
without diserimination, as well to the
most incapable, who can prove a pesi
-1 dence In the District of one year, aa (o
those persons of color whe, compara
Ty 1'!.'|' fow In hlll::ir'.". nr 'Ih'l'l“:"l'l“l‘
inhabitants, and having givonevidence
of moert and quslification, are re M-
aiged ns r.-mln\ und responsible mem-
t\l'r“ ‘if '.Il‘ l'l_lﬁl!l"llill}' ‘ll'llull-l"#‘i ]'l[‘
on an anwilling people, pluced, by the
comstitution, utler the exclusive log
ialation of Congress, it wonld be view-
od ne an ;.rl.ilr.-wy pxereise of power,
and as an indivation l'} the country
of the purpose of Congross to ecompol
the neceptance of negra suffrage by
the States. It would engendera fool.

LUngreas

teiroceding
Teds i

¥

thay

It was urped, on the one hand, that
Lol was ot
¢ Government ;

. 1oy

noeps

L i g L
dhat it deprived the inbabitants of the
District of their politieal rights ; that
meth of Lie Lime of Coneress was oon
aumked LW Aemaiatinn pertaining (n it
its government
l.'m‘) Congress was not oon petent to
le for the Ihstriet, berause the
Lo s Jocal

sary or L0

Liet FRA cXpansyo .,

memivs were alrangors
i and that it was an examplo
vernaenl wilhout 1-r‘_-||(n1-,|,.
el dangerous (o Lthe
Uy the olher
ther rea.
that the Con

rOneThs

ol ag

Liot—an oX et

ol the States

was held

liberttes
handd, it

and
slitution, the acts of cession of Virginia
and Marylapd, and theact of Congross
a -~rpl:nl_- the grant, all « mlll'n:llr'\i
the exervise of exclusive logislation by

ammah g

suceessiully.

Congress, and ihat its usefnlness, if ing of oppositinn and hatred betweon
ot s necessity, was inferred from the two ; which, becoming deep
the inconvenience which was folt lor | rooted and ineradicalilo, would prevent

them from living tagether inn stite of

want of it by the Congress of the Con-
mutual friendiioess. Uarolally svoid

that the peoplethomselves,

Federation;

wi towes syid, had been deprived ing every moasure that might tend o
Fi e political rights, had sot com. | produce sucli s resull, aml following
plained, and did not desire a retroces | the dlear and well nacortained popular
wom 3 that the vvil might be remedied | will, we should assidounsly endeavor
‘_'- pving thetn s répresentalion in Lo promole kll:'l[_\' relations betwoeen
Congress when the Distriet should them, and thus, when that popualar
hecoms sufficiently populous, asd in | will leads the way, propare for the

antime a in:-al Jegislature ; that
f the inhabitants had wnol political
rights, they had pgreat I,mT.tn.u'l inflo.
ence; that the trouble and expense of
degisiating far the Distriet would not
t
)

gradual and barmonions introduction
of this now clemeni into the politieal
power of the coahiry

Ttennnot be urged that the proposed
extonsion of suffrmge in tho District af
Columbia ir nocossary (o enable por
sons of color o protect cither their in.
rovests or their rights, "They stand
hare precisely as they stand in Penn.
uylvanin, Ohbo, and Indiann. Hore,
'y cleowhere, In all that pertains to
civil rights, thers is nothing to die.
tinguish this ¢lasa of porsons from
vitizens of the United Sustes ; for they
possess the “foll and equal benefit of
all laws and proocedings for the seen. |
nty of person and pmlmrl\' as is on-
joyed by white eitizens,” and are made |
“stbjject to like punishment, pains and
penaltios, and to none other, any law,

w groat, bat would diminish, and
alght, in n great measure, be avoided
g legislature ; and that Con
gress oould not retrocede the inhabit-
ants withont theireopsent. Continuing
1o live, substantislly, under the laws
that existed st the time oF the cession,
snd such ehanges only having been
muds un were suggested by them
selves, the people of the Ihisieiet have
wat sought, by & Joval legisisture, that
which has generslly been willingly
cuneeled by the Congressof the nution,

As n general rule. poliey requires
that the Legisinture shouid yield to
the wishos of 8 people, when not in.
consistent with the Coustitution and
the lawa.  The messures suited 1o one
community might not be adapled to
the romdition of another: snd the

A -
oL

sullenges nocessary to aid a luyal sen. !
timent her ; for local
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the governme
communition were among the
firsd to ir devotion to the

Union, nml
el
the military

The exo
chise is e

during thestraggle

i of the country.
#t the elective fran-
uttribnte of an
y aud when guided
pree, patriotism and
4 proper ap gon of oar institu.
tions, const 0 truo basls of
demovratio TopRof government, In
which the sovelign power is lodged
b people.
urily depends up
fructer and patriot-
.!»_ uxe d s

by virtue, in

onee for oo
on the eleyatig

- BB S

ey Ly Al
valuo und who nwo indifferent as o
its rosults, it will only =ervo as a
mienns of placing wower in the hands
of the nupriveiplod and ambitions, and
must eventunte in the eompleto de.
stroction of that liberty of which it
should be the most poweriul couser.
vator. Great danger is therafors 1o
b u’;prﬂmnr[r-l from an untimely ox.
tension of tho elective franciise Lo uny
new elass in our country, t-r'iwl:luli;\'
whon the large mgjority of that elass,
in wieMing the power thus placed in
thoir hands, caonot be expoctod eor
rectly to comprebend the dutics amd
responsibilities which pestaiun to suf-
frage.  Yosterdny, as it were, four
millions of persons wory held in o eon
divion of siuvery that had existed for
generations ; to-duy they aro fréemen
anid are assiumed by law to be citizens
It cannot be presumod, from their pro
vious vondition of sercitude, that, a8 o
viass, they ore us well informed as 10
thefnature of our government s the
intelligent foreigner who makes ooy
land the home of his oheles. In the
o of the Jatter, neither o residencs
ol five years, and the knowledge of
our institulions which it gives, nor
pttachment o the }i!'=l]i'|’d'|'H ol the
constitution GEly
npon which be can be admitlod toeit
inonship.  He must prove, inaddivon,
a wood tporal ehumeter, nnd thins give
reusopsble ground for the bollef that
he wilh bo faithful to tho olligations
wihiiéh ho assumes as 6 citizen of the
republic. Wheren ~the souree
of ull politie] power—spouk, by their
sttflengos righ the instrumi ntality
of the ballot-box, it soast be ecarefully
puarded ngainst the control of thowe
who are corrupt in prineiple and obe
mies of free institotions, for it
only becomo 1o our politivnl and socin)
systom a anfe eonductor of healthy
I“l“'l‘” senbunsnl  whes bept froo
from demornliziog influences. Con

are tho eotditings

seople-

can

.| trolled throvgh trand and !I"III‘]\}I'Ii"II".

by the designing anarchy and despot.
inm wust nevitably follow, In the
hands of the patriotie and worthy,
our government ®ill Le preserved up
on the prinviples of the constitution
inherited from ons fathers. 1t follows,

therefors, that in admittiog o the

baliot-box & new elass ol volors not
fualified for the exervise of tw elect
ive franohise, wo weaken onr pystem

of government, instead of adding to
its strength and durability. '

In rotorning Lhis Bill to the Sennto,
I dee ragret that thore shonld bo
any conflict of opiion botween the
tegislative and eseeutivo dopurtments
of Lhe governmoent in fegird o mens.

| wres Lhat vitally afleet tho prrosperity

it puonac ol the l'nllﬂli'_\' .‘;ll‘ll'l\r'-lll
dosiring to roconeilo the States with
one nnother, nnd the whaole ]-A'i-|ﬁ-‘ o
the povernmoent of the Tuited Stotes,
it has bectt my envpest wish to co
OjHIrile w ith QIEross in nil mensyres
hiving for their ohjeot o proper and
completo adjustutent of the questions
restilting from onr late civil war. Hlar
mony betweon Lis co-ardinato lranoh
05 of the government. slways neccssn
ry for the publie welfuro, was nevor
wore demanded thay st the present
time, and it will therefore be my con
rant alm to prvnote, as far nn ]'nl‘-'.:-
ble, coneert of action botwosn them.
Tho differences of apinion that hase
|JI|'l‘ll'i‘\' ovcurred have rondered me
(mt_& tho more cnutious, lest the Exee.
utive should vncroach upon any of the
prorogntives of Congross, or, by ex.
oeeding, o any manner, the Uonstiy
tlonal limit of bia duties, lia-tltl':.' the
cquilibrivm. which shonld exist be
tween the several oo ordinate depart
menls, and which is so essontinl to the
harmontons working of the govern:
mant J know it hoe boen ureed that
the Exetative Dopartment Is more
likely 1o enlarge the sphern of it ac
tion thsu either of the other two
branghes of the governmont, aml os
pecially in the exerclse of the volo
powor canferred wpon it h.\ the Con
stitution. It should be remoembered,
however, that ths power is whally
negutive snd conservative in s char
noter, and was intetidod W operate as
a check upon uneonstitutionnl, hiasty,
andd improvident legislation, and ns a
means of protection ngainsl invasions
of the Just powers Gl the Exoculive
and Judicial Departivonts. 11 is re
marked by Chancellor Kont that “1o
enuet lnws is o trinscendent power
el i the body that possesses it bo &
full and equal representution of the
oo e, thore ia d'.illb-ur of s prossing
with destructive welght wpon all the
othor parta of the swobinery of gov
ornment It Lias, therelone, ﬁ.r--n
thiéught veorssary, by the most skil
Fal and most experienced nrtists in tho
sotenea of (-inl polity, that strong
barriers should be oroctad for the jen-
tegtion and l\‘l'llri:)' of the other ne-
cossiry powers of e government.
Nothing has boen doomed more it and
expediont for the purposs than (he
proyision thit the hoad of the Kxecn

[ tive Department should bo so conati-
statute, ordinance, regulution or eus- ' tated 08 1o seeum o requisite whare of |
ot to the conteary notwithstanding.” | independonce, anid that e should have teachings of the groat siatesmon amd
Nor, ns has been assumod, are their | a negative upon the passing of laws; | oonstitationnl lawyers of the early | vaccinntion,” said a Yankee. 1 had
]md luter days of the republiv, rather |a ohild vaceinated, and ho foll ont of
governmonts |on a stiil more permanent basis, should | thau to rely simply upon an expreas (the window a week after and yot
We canoot | killed ™

and that the judicisry powor, resti

fiv se mis eofvistent  porvons best yublified o determine .:Ima-iy oxist of undoubied fealiy l,u‘lun'u the riuhr. o dqurluimng upaniiun of my own upinions

d are sustained by | the validity of laws by the standard of | (o often recur to

Lts flg. |

| selved

the Uonstitation.”
| The necessiity of some snch choek |
in the hands of the Bxecutive is shown

Il guotas of men 1| by refirence to the most eminent wil.

| ters upon our system of governmont,
| who seem  to eonour o the opinion
that encronchments aro most to be ap-. |
preliended from the department in
which all logrislative powers are vout. |
ol by the constitution, Mr. Mudison, |
in relerring 1o the diffionlty of provi- |
ding some practical sscurity for oach |
against the invasion of the others,
remarks that “the logislutive depurt

mont I8 everywhore extending the

ephore of its mtivity, and drawiog all experiment for upeople whohiave said, |
T e i """‘L“t"
oy o grovod. its nlone should male un

seem nover to have recolieoted the
danger rrom logislative nsurpations

which, by assembling all power in the
eemo  hotdds, mast lend o the same
tyranny as s threatened by Exevutive
usurpailions “In o repsesentative
repubilic, where the exccutive magis-

tracy s carefully Hmbtold, both in the

extent nnd the doration of its power,

und where the legislative power in ex-

ereised by un assermsbly  which Is in-
gpired by s supposed influenoe over
tha people, with an iuterpid confi

donee o its own strength, whioh s
su il h‘lll.|_\' numorous o feel all the
passions which sotunte o multitude,
yet not 50 numerous as to be ineapn-
Ile of pursuing ol its pussions |-_\'
means which o preseribes, It is
rl:,:_;t;l'—l the = .riu;iulll;" ambition of
thin departmect that the peopleought |
to indulge all their jenlonsy nnd ox-
Lgust all their precaotions” “The

h..;lf']"mw dopartment derives a supe

rority inour governments from othier
clresmnstancey lis tutionsl
powers being at onee more extensivd |

ronsly

;‘-'l"! !\”‘-" alisc ;'IJ“I'I(' 0l IFrl'f_‘l‘!" I-lllllq,
it can. with tho greatest facility, musk,
under compliodted wnd indirvct meas
ures, the entcroachiments which it
miakes on the o ordinate bll:Il:nl'l
manis “Om the ather side, the ex
ecutive power being retained within a
narrower compass, and being more
simple in its nstare, und the judicinry
being deseribed, by landmarks wstill
st pocartuin projocts of usurpation
by elther of these departments would
immediately Letray and defeat them-
Noris thisall.  Asthe logis
lative departmont alone has avoess o
the pockets ol the people, und has in
wome constitations 1l disersition, and
o all » prevuiling inflaence over the
peeuniury cewards of those who Al
the othor lepartments, o -]»fmlulu'nrl.-
is thun orented in the lavter which |
gives greater facility Lo encroachments
of the former.” “We huve seen that
the tendeney of republican govern.
moents is 10 an nz;;r:unlim-uu.-nl, of the
logislntive, 5t the sxpiense of thoe other
departments.”

Me, Joitorson, in reforring 1o the
varly constitution of Vieginis, object.
wil that ‘-‘\' s proy ininies all the pow
ers of governmont—logislative, exee-
utfve and Ju licial—resulted to the
legrisintive l'n‘ll" » holding  that “the
eoteentroting these in the same hands
is precisely the definition of despotio
rovernmont It will e no nlleviation
Lhint these jrwers will be exercised |'_\
n |-||n‘n]|'.'\ ol hands, and not 1r'\‘ n sin-
gle one.  Ooe hundred snd  seventy
theeo despots wonld snrely Lo ns ag
wressive as one,” “As htde will &
avall us that l]li-.\‘ are chosen I'.\' our.
selves.  An olective despotism  was
nob the government we fought for,
but ony which should not only be
founded on froe principles, but in
whivh the powers of governmont
shionld be w0 divided and balanew]
among sovoral bodies ol magistracy as
that no one vonld transeohd their le
gnl limits without being effectunlly
checkad and restrained by tho othors
For this reason thal convention which
passod the ordinanee of governmont,
lnidl its foundation on the basis that
the logislative, exerutive and judicia
ry e jrrtments ahonhd b separate and |
distinot, so that ne person shoukd ex-
upvise the powers of more than ono of |
them at the But no bur
rier was provided between these pey-
ol powers The judiviury and oxev
utive members worn lofl dopendent
on the legislutive for their sy bsistones
in it If, therelfore, the logpislatare
sssnmes exeetivo acd judivinry pow-
ars, no opposition is iikely 1o bo madoe;
nor il made, can be effoctual, hocguse
in Alils ¢nso, they may pat their pro
cedtings into the form of A act Uf s,
ulrnhl‘\'_ whieh will render them obli
gatory on the other briunches. Tln‘_\ T
have, nceardingly, in many. instanees,
docided rights whieh should have beon
left to jodi ;-.|i'_t‘ cuvnirvoersy, and tho
direction of’ the Executive, during the
whole Lime of ther semion, is becom
ing babitusland familling.”

In wddition to what has beon said

by these distinguishod writers, it may
ni=o be urged that the dominant party
in ench hoose may, by the expulsion
ol & sulfloient number of mambers, or
l<§' the exclusion from r-'|-rvr-l-m.'xl'|'-||
ol n requisite number af Suates, rednee
the minority 1o less than onethind
Congress, by these mosns, might be
chabled 1o pass s law, the ohjoetions
of the Prestidont to the eontrury, nol
withstanding, which wonld rendor im
potent the vther two |]t-|\:|rlmt'h|l ol
the governmont, and mike inopora-
tive the wholesome and resteaining
power, whivh b was intended by the
tramers of the constitution sliould be
exerted Ly them. This would bo a
Wart joal concoutration of all power
o the Congress of the United States
—this, fo the language of the anthor
ol the Deolaration »f Independence,
would ba “precisely the definition of
despotio government.”

1 hiave prefurred to roproduce these

Khme Lime,

| ing for waterfialis |

— "}

them, espoelally at u
vonjuncture like the present, Their |
spplieation to vur actaal condition ia
o npparent that thoy now come (o us
ns o living voloe, to e listened to with

{10 support tham,

mors atiention than at nny previous
period of our history, We have been |
and are_yeot in the gidst of popular |
commetion. The passions aroused by |
o great civil war wro still dominnut. |
It is not o timo fuvorable to that calm |
and doliberate judgement which is the |
only sufo guide whoo rdical changes |
in our Institations are to bo mude, |
The measure now bufore moe s one of |
thase clinnges. 1t initintes an nntriod |

pauso; but it s not ull.  The experi-
ment has not boen tried, or so muach
as demanded by the people of the rey- |
ernl States for Ihrtnnq"vm In but
fow of tho States has soch an innova-
tion been allowed as giving the ballot!|
to the eolored population without any
other gualifiontion than a residence of|
aue year, and in most of them the de-
nin! of the ballol to this race is abso. |
lote, anl by fondamental Inw pluced
beyond the domnin of ordinary legis-
Intion. In most of theso States the
uvil of such suffrage would bo paartial ;|
but, small as it would be,it is -,:um'du:!l'
by eonstitutionnl barriers. Wore the
innovation nesimes formidable ;-rupu:-l
tions, which musy ensily grow to sueli |
an extent as Lo make the white popu.

lution a subordinute eloment in l'hull

lau{]_\' I\'.i“li\'.

Afver o fall deliberstion upon this
mansure, 1 cannot bring myself to ap-
prove it even upon loesl considers.
tions, nor yol as the beginning of an |
vxperiment on 4 lurger seale. 1 yield
o no one in attachment to that rule
of general suffrnge whioh distinguish.
es onr policy s a nation, But there|
is & lmit, wisely observed hitherto, |
which makes the ballot a privile
and a veast, and which requires

a®
ol
some elarses g Limoe suitable for ]urn-;
bation sod preparation. To give it in-
discriminately to anew class, -.\Im!i'v{
aoprepared, by gprevious Lubits aod |

opportunities, to perform  the trost|
whivh it demnuds, s 1o degrade it,
and finally to destroy ils power; for
it may bo safely ssanmed that no pol-
itlcql truth in botter ostablished than |
that snch indiseriminate and allem
bracing extension of popuiar suffeage
must end at last in iw destroction
ANpiew Jounsox,

Washington, Junuary 5, 1867

= |

A Remauxantg Ocoopnexer —An |
individaal living at Jootatesville, on |
the Droad Top Railroad, this county,
wont out hunting a weok or two ago,
and while perambulating the mount.-
nins, foll and fractared his log. The
wenthor was sevore, and the prospeet
of reezing preseuted itsell’ most viv. |
idly. Tho unfortunsto mom was alone,
far from home, with no sympathizing
crenlure 1o nssist or even Lo commis
eernte with him in his sad coudition. |
Sejeed by o fit of desporation, and
finding s pockets woll r-rr]||-h- d with
small nuily, ho detormined wupon the
horrible expedient of nailing his foot |
to his boot and his boot to his leg ; to
resolve was to execute, and in this|
condition ho orippled to his home We
roceivod these fhets from Mr. Trim.
bath, & neighbor of the anfortunute
man, for whose eredibility wo will
voueh. At the latest seconntx the o
dividual was doing very well —Bed
Jord ]n.,wr-"

-—p——

Tho Supréme Court, as ot presout
constituted, consists of the following
named jurists, with tho date of their
appolntments 1
1265 =8, P. Chase, Oldo, Chief Justice
1885h~Jamea M. Wagne, Goorgin
I84h—=Samuel Nelson, New York
1846 —Jlobert (0, Girier, Ponnsylvanin.
1858 —Nathan Chiffond, Maine
1S02—Noah M Swayne, Ohio,
186G2=David Davis, Hlinois:
1862—Samuel E. Miller, lown.
1508—Swphen J. Fisld, California.

— — - —

“Will you run away with me to
morrow night, Kate, dear '™ said Philip |
to his gharming country bolle, who
hud just srvived st the yedrs of dis
gretion

b, no, dear hil, replied the
young In-]_v, with grent senso ol pra-
deneo, “1 won't do avy such action;
but L'l tell you what will do: 1 il run
away withoat you, and then youa van
Fun sfter me, and we will meet at my
uunt's the same ovening.”

e - —

Whilea I-In_\' sivian was working ovaer
o youny lady who bad snddecly faint.
od in the streots o Zanosville, it was
lound noorssary to remove cleven
wirs of stocking logs and one pair of |
yose before e conld restore ocirculs
tion through her podal extremitios. |

e A |

The post offlce at Waynesboro, Pa., |
wins Jast week victimized 1o the tune
of $125 by burglurs. No due o the
thieves lavo =0 fht boen obtainod. The
office at Haveeado Grace was  also
robbed af n large smount of letlers
and money, abool the same tinwe,

gl if——

A dootor who had beet trying to
ostablish a practive in Wisconsin, savs
that the villnge isso extremely healthy
thit & man was murdored there re
contly for the purpose of starting
graveyand

T R

A man met a big Indisn on the plains
n few woeks ago.  The goutle gavage
had & Yurge bundle of soalps, aad the
white man mnde bold to ask him what
he had boen doing.  “lHongh!™ said
the noble rod man, “mo been skirmish-

"

el —
“1 don't believe it's any vse, this

The Widaw's Neliloguy,
Horo I amy with fee ohildron 1o
wupport, thele mther killed (ithe army,
vt Lo wask sl dlay wnd sew halr
the Hight 1o get a seanly living. Q!

Phow my figers ache and wy cyos

pain me! Congrem otalitishes b
reans for the support of freodinen mid
those who killed my lusbusnd, bt o
bureat is talked of for my pos: il
ertoss children.

My husband was a white man, and
they tell me his place at the vloction
will be filled by ono who was in Cana-
ds whon my husbnd was killed. 1
with | had nvote. 1 wonld oast it
for the Govertiment my hasbwnd died
to maintain.  They set the negroe
froo, and now they tax white p
' glad they
froe, Unt thoy should work. 1 ean't
understand why I am compelied 1o
work for s living, snd negroes urv
kopt at public expense.

How my eyes do hart,

The taridl bill will wake me pay 6f
ty conts more fur a puir of shoes for
Thomns, a dollar more 10r a dress for
Jane, ten cénts a ponnd more for cof
fee, and mike all the goods L have 14
buy mueh higher,

1 hinve hard times aboad

The tariff won't inerensc the prioe
of flour, purk, potatoes, and sach arti.

0 ]

solation Lo iho hore wasn't
s0 muny officers, and they dido't get
such bigh silaries, theso high tarifis
would not bo noeded. 1 must wash
to-morrow fior the inoome tax assossor
L will bealard doy's work. e will
puy me fifty vouts for it.  He gots four
dollars s duy for thx-nssessing.

I work harder than be does. o

What will I dowith the fifty centa?
Susan noods o dross, but I can’t buy
it. We have no bymter. No coffos.
Nomest Poor Willis Ia sick, Imust
apend the halldollar for mediciue for
him; but drugs are taxed so high, i
will buy but Nl

1 don't kmow what to do

Wiater is coming, and we bave noth.
ing to prepave forit. Tho postmus
tor suys wi onn go 1o the poer house
A poar-house for the wives and fumi-
ies of soldlers. Thingsare not flxed
right.

We have a white population, and &
Congress that gives ousch member
85000 n year, and me 85 per month.
(ronoral Grant gois §20,000 per year.
But my candlo has burnt out, and I
must retive 1o my hard bed for & little
rest. May God protect s, sinee we
ure fursaken by l[lme whe took away
my hoshand and the fsiher of my
holpless children. Forsaken by those
who indoced Lim 1o volunteer, For.
sakon by those who promised o core
for us in his alseonce.

“Sally Munder safe I snid Mrs, Par.
tington, a8 her oyes full on an advor-
tisemont. < Do wll me, Isane, who
this Sully Mander is, and what sho's
been doing, that they've got hur safe.”

o don't know what she's been
doing,” said Ike, “but 1 guoss sho's »
sister vo Jerry."”

“Jorry who, Isane ®'

“Why, Jorry Mander,” said Ike, as
hie resumed his work by the window,
eatching flles

- —

Parrixa.—Me. Popp, of Popprille,
fiuncying himself ta be very popular
with' his lady-love, popped the ques
tion to her under the poplar tree, on
Poplar streot, when she referred him
to poppy, who, when nasked for his
eonsent, labored under the influonco
of ginger gop, pepped bim out of the
iloor 1o the wne of “Fop goes the
wensol.'

WO f—

A young and pretvy Jady, riding in
the curs, was olserved to have a plece
of “eonet plaster” on her lip. When
the ear had emerged from a covered
bridge into the light, it wos discovered
to have disappesred, but was doteoted
clinging to the lip ol & young muo
who sat on the sont with her.  They
both looked ad innocent s i they
“hadu't been doing nothing.”

) —

A young man out Wost was er
trustod with the money to hring lis
futhor howe g good tamily sewing
muehine, Heo earried off o neighbor's
danghter to Chilcago, marriod her and
brought her home, deolaring sho was
the best family sowing machine b
dould provire '

- —
“What are vou wsetting that ohild
on that quarto dietiounry for ™™ said
Mys, D, ns the pater areanged his
little boy at the broakiast wble
“1 am,"” roplied he, *“fixing the basis
of n sound English education.”
“You," mnid nbe, “but you are be-
ginning al the wrong ond.
et
A borglar was frightened out of
his soheme of robbery by the sweot

{simplioity of u solitary spinster, who,

ptiing hor li.:,rh!-tn'-|lml hoad out of
the window, evelaimed, “tio awny,
win't yon ashumed 1

e — A —

A Indy recontly advertised for em-
phoy mient as follows : YA young widow
indy wishes to suporintend a widow-
er's housshold, and would not objeet
to the suporvision of s child.”

A writer, dwelling upon the impor-
tipce of small things, says, “‘that he

always takes notioo oven of n straw, |

expocially it there hapgeny to be o
sherry cobbler bt the ond of i1
el

Wendoll Phillips says that ho is
“wetlded to principle”™ o must be
mueh such o lsu-[haml ne Brigham
Y onng, who it is said, docsn't seo some
of his wives onoo & year.

- i —

A Boston elergyman is proaching
agminst titing hoope, and sayshe oan-
it &hiit his eyos to the abomination
nny longer

- -———-—

The Rev. Channing Moore, recently
cotsoorutéd as a Lishop of the Amen
can Hpiscopal ehrch in Chinn, is a
native of Riohmond, und s groduste of
William and Mary Colloge,

- e ————

Her Rotval Highness the Prinoess of
Wales is expected to ndd another
mamber to the Royal Tamily early in
the ousulng year,

e ——
The Hmmmm estimntes for the
year ending June 80, 1968, smotnt to
$17,500,000.

e ——
Goneral Heosingen is in the distili-
cry bosiness in Richmoml.
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