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—

WORDS OF WISDOM.

L= A

TURE COURSE OF ACTION.
HE CONSTITUNON @ISGUIDE

Present Btate Of Affairs.
HO ARE THE TRAITORR TO-DAY 1
&e., &e., &Ko,

The following words of wisdom,
hich should be carefully read and
parnered in the store house of the
ind by every man, woman and child
this land, were uttered by President
ohnson, on the 22d ult,, in response
a delegation of white citizens who
waited upon him at the Presdential
mansion, for the purpose of presenting
series of resolutions endorsing the
policy adopted by him :
Fellow Citizens :—1 was shout to
ender' my thanks to the committze
who waited upon me and presented
me with the resolutions adopted on
this oveasion—resolutions, as I under-
stand, complimentary to the policy
‘pursued by the Administration.
I am free to say to you, on this oe-
casion, that it is extressely gratifying
to me to know that so largoe 4 portion

Fuderal Union must be preserved.”—
[ABplnusa.]
| But we see and witness what has
transpired sincé his day ; we remom-

W00 will be charged.— ber what he did in 1833, when trea-ireh
Pr o son, troachery and infidelity to the toil, or bring any comparison, for I|ed to

lcnun:-:‘?' and the Constitation of the
Unit

was his power and influence that then
crushed the treason in its infancy, It
was then stopped, but only for a time.

North and South. We had peculinr
institations, of which some ecomplain-
ed, and to which others were attached.
Owc portion of cur countrymen
advocated thatinstitution in the South,
and another opposed it in the North,
and it resulted in creating two ex-
tremes, One in the Bouth reached
the point at which they were propar-
ed to dissolve the government of the
United Btates to secure and preserve
their peculiar institution ; and in what
I may say on this occasion 1 want 1o
to be understood. There was anoth-
er portion of our countrymen who
were opposed to this pecaliar institu-
tion in the North, and who went to
the extreme of being willing o break
up the government to get clear of it.
[.—\Fplnule.]
am talking to you to-day in com-.
mon phrases, and assume to be noth-
ing but a citizen, and one who has
been fighting for the Constitution and
to preserve the government, These
two parties bave been arrayed against
each other, and I stand before you to-
day ns I did in the Senate in 1860, in
the presonce of those who were ma.
king war on the .Constitution, and

of my follow citizens approve and en.| who wanted to disrupt the Govern.

dorse the policy that has been adopt.
d, and is intended to be carried out.
Applause.) That policy has been
ne which was intended to restore the
glorious Union of these States to their
original relations to the government
of the United States. (Prolonged
applanse.) This seems to be a day
peculiarly appropriate for such a man-
ifestation—the day that gave birth to
him who founded this government,
the Father of his countrw, of bim who
stoed xt that poriod at the head of the
government, when all these States en-
tered into this Union.
This day, I say, is peculiarly appro-

ment, to denounce, as I did men in
my place, those who were so engaged,
as traitors. I have never ceasoed Lo
repeat, and as far as offorts could go
to carry out the sentiments I then
uttered. [Cheers.]

I have already remarked that there
were two parties, one for destroying
the Govermment to preserve slavery,
and the other for breaking up the
Government to destroy slavery. The
ohjects to be accomplished were dif:
ferent, it is true, so far as slavery is
concerned ; but they agreed in one
thing, and that was the breaking up
of the Govarnment. They agreed in

priste to endorse the resteration ofl the destruction of the Governmaont,

the Union of these States, founded by
the Father of his Country, Washing-

k ton, whose name this city bears, em.

balmed in the hearts of all who love
free government. (A voice— S0 is
Andrew Johnson.”) Washington,whao,
in the language of his eulogists, was
“first in peace, first in war, and first
in the hearts of his countrymen.” No
people ean claim him, no nation can
appropriate him. His reputation and
life are the common inheritance of all
who love free government. 1 to-day
had the pleasure of attending the
Washington National Monument As-
sociation, which is directing its efforts
to complete the monnment erected to
his memory.

I was glad to meet them, and, so
far as | could, to give my humble in-
fluence to & monument being erected
to him who founded the governmont,
almost within & stone's throw of the
kpot from which 1 address you. Let
it be completed. (Cheers.) Let the
pledges which all the States, associa-
tions and cerporations have placed in
that monument of their faith and love
for this Umon be preserved. Let me
refer to the motto upon the stone cut
from my own State, God bless her—
(A voice—"And bless you "' )—a State
which has struggled for the preserva-
tion of the Union in the field and in
the councils of the nation, and is now
struggling, in consequence of the in-

terml.j\tiun that has taken place with|
the

ederal government growing out
of the rebeflion, but is stroggling to
recover ber relations with the govern.
ment, and to take bher stand where
ghe has stocd since 1706. Insoribed
upon the etone sent here to be placed
in that monument of freedom, and in
commemoration of Washingtoa, isa
sentimont by which I stand, and by
which Tenncesee will stand. It was
the seotimenl enunciated by the im-
mortal Andrew Jackson.
eral Union—it maust be preserved.”
(Wild shouts of applause.) “The Fed-
oral
{Renewed applause’) Were it possi-
sible to have the old man whose statue
15 now befoge me, and whosoe portrait
8 behind me in the Capitol, and whose
sentiment is insori on the stone

the precise thing which I have al.
ways stood up to oppose, whether the
disanionist comes from the South or
from the North,

I stand now where [ did then, Lo
vindieate the Union of these States
and the Constitution of the country,
[Applause.] When rebellion or trea-
son manifested itsell in the Sonth 1
stood by the Goveroment. 1 said I
was for the Union, with slavery or
without it—for either alternative. |1
was for my Govornmeant and the Con-
stitution. [Appluuse.] The Govern-
ment has stretehed forth its strong
arm, and with its physical power has
put down treason in the feld. You,
the section of country which has ar-
rayeditself against the Government
has been put down by the Government
itsolf.

Now what do these people say?
Weo said no compromise. We can sol-
tle this question with the Boath in
cight and forty hours. How? Dis
band your armics, acknowledge the
Constitution of the United States, obe ¥
ithe law, and the whole question is
settled. Well, their armies have been
disbanded, and they come forward
now in & spirit of magnanimity and
say, “We were mi en ; we made
an effort to earry out the doetrine of
seeession and dissolve this Union ; we
have fuiled, and having traced this
throngh to its logical and physical
eonsequences and  resnlts, we now
again come forward and acknowledge
the flag of our -country, obedience
to the Constitution, and the suprema-
ey of the lnws."”

I say that when you have yielded
{to the law, and when you sckoowl
mont, I am ready to open the doors
of the Union, and rostore yoa to your
old relations—the Government of our
fathors. [Applanse] Who, T ask,

“The Fed- has sufferod more for the Union than |

Ihave? 1shall not now repeat the
'wrongs or suffering inflicted upon me ;

| whole people in the spirit of reven
"I know muoh has been said about the
exorcise of the pardoning power. So
fur as the Executive Fs concorned,
there & no one who has labored hard-

deposited in the monument—were it er than I have to have the prineipal

ible to communicate with the il

ustrious deed, and could he be inform. brou

«d of or made to understand tho work-
.i.n% and progress of faction, rebellion
and treason, the bones of the old man
would stir in theircoffin

the tomb ; he would extend that long made to submit to and bear the pen- 1o go out of the Union; and when

arm and finger of his, and he woul
reiterate that glorioussentiment, ““Tho

conscious  and intelligent traitors
t Lo justice; to have the law
vindicatad and the L faet vindica-
ted that tremson is a crime. Yet,

while conseions and intelligent trai.

and he would tors are to be punished, should whole and it has been seitled thay a State; coun
rise and shake off tho habiliments of States, communities and poo

ple be

alty of death !
(" X bave, perhaps, as much hostility

Stutes thon stalked Yorth. It gentlemen,

- spirit conlinued ; thore wore suon |Hons of

edge your allegiance {6 the Govern. |
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and as moch resentmontment as a man and by the
ought to have, but we should conform round and
‘our netion and our conduct to the ex- and shallm
ample of Him who founded our holy cheers.] |
ion ; not that T would liken Him ' your Kxe

judgmeont, you turn
jume that they are out
pmein.  [Laughterand
free to say to you, as
, that I am not prepar-
ysuch position. I said

am not gomng todetain you long. But, |in the Sent
eame into power under|the rebell
the Constitution of the countiry and /1o go oul;
by the approbation of the people, and  er to go o
'what di l find? 1 found eight mil- | settle
con-  and T

that they had no pow-
That question has been
seannot turn round now
direct Jie to all 1 profe
ty was death ; under the idea of re-'ean do no such
vonge and resentmont, thoy wers to/
be annihilated and destroyod.
0, how diffevent thix feom the ex-|given sufficient evidence of theirloyal
ample set by the holy foumder of our :f: and that they can be trusted,when
religion, whose divine arm touches|they yield obedience to lnw, I say,ox-
the horizon and embraces the wﬂwluiwnd to them the right hand of fellow-
carth—yes, He whofounded this great | ship rnd let pence and Union be ro-
schieme eame into the world and found 'stored. -
our race condemned undor the law,| Bat then, gontlemen, wo swing
and the sentence wes death. Whint|around the cirele. 1 have fought
was His examplo? instead of putting ' traitors and treason in the SBouth. 1
the werld or s nation to death, helopposed the Davises and tho Toerah-
went forth with grace, and sattestod ! ses, the Slidells and a long list of oth-
by his blood and his wounds that he ers whose names 1 will not repeat,and
would die and let the nution live. Let now when I turn round at the other
them repent and let them acknowledge end of the line I find men—I care not
thoir nllugiunuc. Let them become'by what name you call them—(n
loyal and willing supporters and de-|voice, “Call them tesitors,” )who stand
fenders of our glorious stripes and o to the restoration of the
stars and the Constitution of our coun-| Union of these States, and I am free
try. Let their leaders, the conscions, | to say to you sthat 1 am still for the
intelligent traitors, suffor the penalty | presorvation of this compact ; I am
of the law, but for the great mass whe |still for thie restoration of this Union ;
bave been foreed into the rebellion |1 am still in favor of this great gov.
and misled by their leaders, 1 say le-|ernment of ours going on and follow-
niency, kindness, trust and confidence. | ing outdts destiny. (A voice, “Give us
But, my conntrymen, aftor having!their names’) A gentleman ealls for
passed through the rebellion and giv-|their names.  Well, suppose I should
en such ovidence as I have, though!give them. (A voice*Weo know them.’)
men croak a grest deal about it now ;'1 look upon them—I repest it s
when I look through the battle fields | President or citizen—asmnch oppesed
and see 50 many of these brave men 1!0&!10 fundamental principles of this
Iiu whose company.l was in parts of-Eowrnmonl, and they are ss much In-
the robellion, where it was most diﬂi-‘ oring to desiroy them as wore the
cult and doubtful to be found, before|men who fought against us. (A voico,
the smoke of battle has scarcely pan-!‘WhM are their names ') [ say Thad.
ed away, before the blood shoed has|deus Stevons, of Pennsylvania (Tre-
searcely eongenled, what do we find? | mendous applause) sy Charles
The rebellion is put down by the Sumner, 1 say Wendell Phillips, and
strong arm of the government in the | othors of the same stripe are amongst
field ; but is that tho only way in|them. (Awoice, Give it to Forney!)
which we can bave rebellion? Thty!Some gentleman in the crowd says
struggled for the breaking up of your | give it to Forney. I have ouly to say
Fm‘erulumt.bul hefore they are scnru!-il.hal. I donot wraste my time upon
y out of the battle-field and before!dead ducks. (Laughter.) I stand for
our brave men have scarcely returned | the Constitution where I placed my
to their homes to renew the ties of foet from my entrance into public
affection and love we find oursclves| life. They may traduce me, they may
almost in the midst of another rebel-|slander mo, they may vituperate me:
lion. [Applause.] but let me say to you thatit has no
The war to suppress the rebellion | effect upon me; and let me say in ad.
was 1o prevent the scparation of the dition that I do not intend to be bul-
States, and theroby change the char- hed by my enemics. (Uries of “The
neter of the government and the weak- ! people will sustain you!") _
eping of (ts powers. Now, what is| Iknow, my countrymon, that it has
the struggle?! There is an attempt been insinuated, and not only insinu.
to concentrate the power of the gov- ated,but said directly—the intimation
ernment in the hands of the few, and  has been given in high places—that if
thereby bring about a eonsolidation, such & usurpation of power had boen
which is oqu:ﬁl ¢ dangerous and ob- exercised twp hundred years ngo, in
joetionable with separation. Wefind a peeuliar reign, it would have cost &
that powers are assumed and attempt. 'eertain individonl his head. What
od Lo bo exercised of n most extraor.' usurpstion bas Andrew Johnson poen
dinary character. What are they!? Euilt}' of! Tho usurpation 1 have
We find the government ean bo revo- been guilty of has always boen stand-
|lutionized ; can be changed without ing between the people and the en.
goinginto the battle-field. Sometimes croachments of power ; and because
revolutions most dangorous to the I dared 1o say, in a conversation with
people are effectod without shedding & follow-gitizon, and n Senator, too,
blood. The substance of our govern. that I thought ammendments to the
ment may be taken away, leaving ' Constitution ought not to be so fre-
only theform and shadow. Iquent ; that their offoct wonld be thut
Now, what are those attempta? it would lose all its dignity; that the
What is being proposed? We find instrument would be lost sight of in a
that, in fiact, by an irresponsible cen- short time—becanse I happened to
tral directury nearly all the powers of say, in a conversation, that ifit was
the government are assumed, without smended, such and such amendments
even consulting the legislative or ex- | should be adopted-—we are told that
ocutive departments of the goverw- |it was usarpation of powor that would
ment. Yes, and by n resolution ro- | have lost a king his hoad at a certain-
ported by acommittee upon whom time. Andiu connection with this
all the legislativo powors of tho gov. subjeet it was explained by the same
ernment .f:au been conforred, that prin- | gentloman that we were in the midst
ciple in the Constitution which author- ofmnhqlllh_s ; that he trom Me!i,r.nrl
|izeos and empowors each branch of the | would not yiold. Yos thero is an
legislativo dopartment—the Senate |earthquake coming; there is a ground
and the House of Representatives— swell coming of popular judgemoni
to be the judge of the election and and indignation. The Americun peo-
qualifications of its own members, has' ple will speak by their instincts, and
been virtually taken away from those | they will know who are their friends
departmoents of the government uudilmf who are their enomics.
eonferred upon a committeo whomust | What position have Toeccapled? 1

ople who were, in

thing. o

1sey that when they comply with

'report before they can aot under the | have occupied all positions under this|
‘Constitation and allow members duly | government, beginning with an alder. |
'elocted (o take thoir sents, Yman and running through all branches |

'af the Logislatare. (A voice—*From |

By this rule they asstmo that there _ d
must be laws passed, that there must|a tailor up” Some gentleman says
be recognition in respoot to a State in | I have boen a tailor. Now that did

Union—it must be preserved” that is not the way to deal with a the Umon, with all its practical rel»}nol discomfit me in tho least,for whon |
. tiona restored, bofore the respoctive|l used to be a tailor I had the reputa-

Housos of Congress, under tho Con-] tion of being a ;.{md one, and of mak-
stitution, shall judge of the election!ing close fits ; always punctusl with
and qualification of its own members. | my customers, and always did good
What a position is that? You have| work. (A voico~“No patch-work.”)
been struggling for four years to put|No, I donot wantany patch-work.
down tho rebellion. You denied in|l1 want a whole suit. But we will pass
the beginning of the struggle that{by this facotionsness. My friends
any State had the right to out. | may ray, “You are President, and you
You said that they had neither right|must not talk sbout such things”
nor power. ‘The issue has been made, | Wher. principles are Involved, my
trymen—when the existenge of
has neither the right nor the power my country even is imperilled, T will
act a8 I have on former occasions,and
you have settled that by.the exeoutive ﬂ::k what I think. I was saying
and military power of the government, 1 bad heid nearly sll positions,

}
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from nldermnn,thmnéh both branches
of Congress, to that which I now oe.
cupy, aud who is there that will say

Andrew Johnson every made a pledge
‘that he did not redeom, or made a
‘promise that he did not fulfill.
yin the vory mception of will say that he has ever acted other.
t Btates had noright  wise thanin fidelity to the great mass
]of people  They may talk about be-

Who

heading and usurpation, but when 1
am bohended I want the American
pooa to be the witnosses. 1 do not

whioh is to affect Fou for a time.

Lot us adwmitinto the councils of
the nation those who are unmistaken-
bly and unquestionubly loyal—thoso
men who seknowled go theirallegianco
to the government, and men to &u

rt the Constitution. It is all em-

raced in that. The amplification of
anoath makes no difference ifa man
isnot loyal. But you may adopt
whatever test oath youchoose Lo prove
their loyalty,

'want, by inuendoes, by indirect re-
who annai nation hrooding in his

the Constitution, when they huve bosom, exelgim; “The premdential

obstaclo must be gotton out of the
way.” 1 make use of avery strong
oxpression when 1 say, that I have no
doubt the intention was to incite as-
sassinationand to get out of the way
the obstaclo from place and power.
Whether by assassination ornot,there
are individuals in this government, 1
doubt not, who want to destroy our
institubions and change the churaocter
of the governmeut.

Aro they not satisfied with the
blood which has been shed ? Does not
the murder of Lincoln appease the
vengence and wrath of the opponcnds
of this government ! Arve they still
unslaked 7 Do they still want more
blood? Have they wot honor and
courage enough to attain their oljects
otherwise than by the hands of the
nssnssins wttacking me where a brave
and courageous man would attack
another, ronly dread lim when he
would go in  disguiso, his foatsteps
noiseloss. I it is blood they want,lot
thom have courage epough to strike
like men, I know they are willing
to wound but they are afraid to strike.
If blood is to be shod because I windi-
eate the Unionand the preservation
of the government in its original pur-
ity ut'cﬁ‘;mvlcr.lvl it be shed, but when
it is shed, let un altar o the Urnion be
ereeted, and then, if' nocessary, take
me and lay me upon it, and the blood
that now warms and animates my ex-
istonce shall be pourcd out as a fit li-
bation to the union of these States
But let the opponents of this govern-
ment remember that when it is pour
el out, that the blood of the martyns
‘will be the seod of the ehureh.

Gentlomen, this Union will grow.
It will continue Lo increase i strength
and power,though it may bo cementod’
and cleansed with blood. 1 have talked
now longer than I intended. Lot me
thank you for the bonor you have
done me. So fur as this government
is concorned, let me say one other
word in reference to the amendmonts
to the UConstitution of the United
States.

When I reached Washington for
the purpose of being innugerated ns
Vice Presidont of thoe United States, 1
had o eonversation with Mr. Liocoln,
We were talking about the conditien
of affairs, aud in referonce to mattors

That ia-u’mueg_of detail for which

tionably loyal in their a ' '
to the government, and willing to
support it in it hour of peril and of
need, and I am willing to trust them.
I know that some do pot attach so
much importance to these principles
as I do, butone principle there should
benotaxation without representation.
1 hold to that prineiple laid down as
fundamental by our fathers.

1f it was good then, it is good now.
If it was a rule to stand by then, it is
& rule to stand by now. ILis afunda-
mental principle that should be adber-
ed to as longas free government lasts.

1 know it was said by some durin
the rebellion that our Constitution b
been rolled up as a piece of parchment
and Inid away.and “hat in time of war
and rebellion there was no Constitu-
tion. Well, we know that sometimes,
from the very ygreat necessity of the
ease (rom a great emergeney,we must
do nuneonstitutionsal things in order (o
preserve the Constitution itself.

Bugdf while the rebellion was goiag
on the Censtitution was relled up a6
a parchment, ifit was violated in some
particulars to save the government,
there may havebeen some exouse to
justify i1t; but now that peace has come,
now the war is over, we want
a better Constitution, and I say the
timae has come to take the Constitution
do#n, to unroll iy, re-read it, and
understand its provisions. Now if you
auved the government by violating the
Constitution in war, you ean only
save it in peace by preserving the
Constitution, and the only way to
proserve it is by a strict adherenee to
the Constitation of our futhers a8 ia
now unfolded.

It saust wow be read and undersiood
by the Ameriean people. I coms hers
to-day,ns faras 1 can in making those
roemarks,to vindicate the Constitution,
and to save it, for it does scem to me
that esereschment ufter encroach-
ments is proposed. Tstand to-day
pavod, #o far a6 [ can 1o resist thoso
encroachments upon the Constitution
and the government. Now that we
have peace, {ed us enforce the Consti-
tution. Let it be published, let it be
printed in blazing characters, as if it
were in the keavens, pouctnated with
sturs, that all may read and under-
stand. Let as eonsult that instrament;
et us digost ite provsions and under.
stand them, and understanding, abide

in my own State. 1 said that we had
ealled a eonvention, had amended our
constitution by abaolisning slavery in
the State—a State not embraced in
his proclamation. AN this met his
approbation,and gave him enconrage-
ment, and in talking upen the amond-
ment to the Constitution, he said :
“When the amendment to the Consti-
tution is adopted by throe-fourths of
the States wo shall have all, or pretty
nearly all 1 am in favor of at least
onc other amendmont being ndopted.”
Said 1What is that, Me, President 17
Suid ba, *I have labored to pre-
serve this Union, [ have tolled fonr
yvours. | have boen subjected to ca.
amny and nusrepresentation. Yet my
roat desire has been to presorve the
"ll'-nion of the States intact under the
Constitation an they were before.”
*Bat” said I, “Mr, President, what
amendment do you refer to 7" He
said “he thought there should be an
amendment added to the Constitution
which would compel all the States to
send their Senntors and Represcnta.
tives to the Congress of the United
States.” Yos, compel thom. Theidea
was in his mind that is & part ol the
doctrne of secession o bronk up the
government by States withdrawing

by them.

I tell the epponents of this govern.
ment, { care not from what quarter
they come,whether from the east, west,
uorth ar south, you who are engaged
in the work of breaking up the gov.
ornment by amendments to the Con.
stitation, that the principles of freo
government are deeply rooted in the
American heart. All the powers com-
bined, I care not of whai charastor
they are, cannot destroy the gread in-
strument—that great charter of freo-
dom. Thoy may seem to suceed for &
timae, but their attempt will be futile.
Thoy nright ss well undertaketo lock
up the winds or chain tho waves ofthe
ocean, and coufine them to limits,
Thoy may think now it ean be done

by coneurrent resolutions, bet whea it
is submitted to the popular will, they
will find that thoy might 2% well in-
troduce 4 resolation to repeal the law
of gravity as to keep this Uniou from
being restored. )

It's just sbout as figsible to resiet
the great law of gravity which lsads
all Lo a common oentro, as that t
law of gravity which will bring bac
theso States and replace them
in their relations, All these eonspir-
acies and machinations north and

their Senators from Congress, and, |south canusot prevent it. AN that is
therofors, he desired a constitutional | wunted is time, until the American
amendmont to compol them to besent. | peopls can get to know what is going

How now does the matier stand
for the Constitution of the country?

on. | would the whole American

| people conld be assembled hero m-dny
Even that portion of it which pro-|
vides for tho amendment Lo the organ. | theutre capdcious enon

as youare. | wish we had an amphi-

to hold these

io law saye that no State without its] 80,000,000 of people, that they could

consent shall be deprived of its repre.
sontation inthe Senate. And now
what do we find 7 Wo fiud the posi-

]ho here to witness the struggle that ia

gomnyg on to preserve the Constitution

Lof their fathers.  They would settle

tion taken that the Sgates shall not be 'this question ; they conld see who it i8,
reresentod, that we may impose |and bow it is, and what kind of spirit

taxes, that we may send our tax col- is manifosted in bmakir:g up the gov-

lootors to every region and portion of
a State, that the pecple are to be

with taxes ; but when they
come here to participate in the lagisla
tion of the country they are met at
the door and told no; you must pa
your taxes, but you must not partioi-
pate in the lagisiation of the country |

ernment. Yes, when they como to

op- ses the struggle, and to understand

who is against them, if you would
make them perform the part of gladi.
ators in the firat tily, you would find
th; ol::miuqt the gountry grashed
and he

I have detained you longer than I



