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THE ALBANY COMMITTEE TO States, baoause they eriticised, oa mn-itihh.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

TERRIBLE CASTIGATION OF AN UN.
PIINCIPLED SIMPLETON.

tonally they migh, those fatal errors of

duet of publie affairs since your advent to
Pwur'. In violation of the second of them,
| . : GR TR ndreds, and  we  believe thousands of

Fheauthor It-l' the f;llom.ng, Wiy rumor 'oyen  have bean seizod and immurod i
ed, is Jadge Comstool,  Whoever penned prisons and bastiles, not only without
i ik s admivibly done i =N. Y. Freeman's wirrant upon probable eaise, but without
Journal, - yany aarenal, and for no other cause than

thia constitutionsl exercise of thefresdom
el speech. In violition of all these gunr-
antecs o distinguished oltizon of u  pences
ful nud loyal State has been torn from his
home nt midnight by a band of soldiers,
aoking under the order of one of your gens
erals, tried before n wilitury commission,
withoul judge or jury, convicled and sen-
tenced without even the suggastion of any
offence known to the Constitution or luws
of tins conntry, For ull these acts, you
avow yoursell ultimately responzible. o
[the special ease of Mr, Vallandigham, the
injustice commencod by your subordinate
wus consummated by a sentence of exile
 from his home, pronounced by you, Thal
great wrong, more (han any other which
preceded it, ssserts Lhe privciples of a su.
preme despotism,

These rapeated and continued invasions
of constitutional liberty and private right
hinve ocensioned profound anxiety in the
public mind, The appreliension and al-

STATEMENT.

At public meoting held at the Capitol,
u the aity of Albany, on she [6th day of
May, 1863, 1o cuisider the srbitrary urrost |
of Mr. Vallandighaw, certain  resolutions
were ndopted, copies of which were, by
tha direction of the meeting, tranimitind
4y isoflicars Lo P'resident Linocoln, who, |
0w commanication dated the 12th of |
Juue, 1864, addeossed to the geutlemen
referred Lo, which hns appenred vory gon.
erally in the pablic privis, discassed the
resalutiony snd eontroverted ceriain posi-
Tious which they maintained in vegard to |
porsonnl vighty sad constitutional oblign
Lione

4o the receipt of (his communieation
the Hou. FErastas Corning, Chuirman of |
the meeting veforred to, addressod the
Peesldent, iuforming him in substance |
that the spevial duty assigued to the offi- |
cers of the meating had been fulfilled hy '

paticy whieh have characterized the eons

wending (Lo rosolations 10 his Excellenoy,
vut adding that in view of the imporlance
of the principle involved, and the public

jirm which they are caleulated to produce
have heon greatly enhanced by your at

I!uml-l to justify them, heenuse ‘n that als

interest which the matter had assumed hs ; i
lu\ﬁ el:mumll it proper to submit the Pres. !"""'l't you essume to yoursell a rightful
jdeut’s latter to the Commities, who re Inullmut} possessed by no  conatitutional

: ' | monunrelt on earth, We ncoept the decla
esolutions for such action as / - :
P o & HO EOn. & lmuun that you prefer to exerciss this au-

ir judy it might demand, : 3 :
In.lt:::‘(‘li.i‘l:':n;ﬁ} hm’ir‘;f' \'tlnnrllil:;ri"l ihe | thority with » moderation not hitherto
et i ant ixena  Cxlibited,  But, believing ns we do, that
subject, und viewing tho questions g issue | ¢
ns of Lhe gravest importance, replied to | 1.0YF forbeurance is not the tenue by which
3 2 T AU, . L i Peirail e . ~ » y Y.
ehis | realdent's communioation, which re Ih‘m-rl, is anjoyed in this conntry, we pro
ply ts mow laid bafore the public. AL the pose to "fl'""‘.’“g" the gruulhl-‘ on which
!'o‘ul'h-al of thin C{’Illmill(‘l!. 1'- WwWis senliro _\’fll.ll' Ul“.”"‘ ‘_‘1 supremas l'““lpl is based.—
the President by the oficers of the meete While yielding to you as & constitutional
ing, in uletter under their signatures, of | MARItrate the deference Lo which you nre
whish'The (allowing. 1i'a ""'I‘YD' g jentitled, we cannot accord to you the des
} | g “!,_I e potic power you claim, however indulgent
Ty his v tency the Jircivdent y and gracious you may promise Lo be in
olales : il 1 i
: " - wielding it.
St The undersigned, officers of e | i il : {
wiblic mootirg held in this ¢ty on the! W have carefully eonsidered the groun:
{".ll day of May last, to whow your com. |29 which your pretensions to. more than

the .ulfi"!

berery once established, pnd by this moda
of induetion, there springs at onceinto ex

istence n browd of crimes or sffences undes
fined by any rule, and Litherto unknown
to the laws of this eountry ; nnd this is

followed by indiseriminate arrests, mids |

nighit seleures, military commissions, un-
| henrd.of modes of trinl and punishment,
land all the mnchivery of terror and dess
potirm. Your language does nol permit
ud to donbt uk to your essential weaning,
for you tell us that ‘“arrests are made not
s0 wuch for what lias been done, ss for
wlhat probably would be dome.” Asnd,
again : “The man who stauds by and says
nothing when the peril of his Government
is discussed, cannot ba misunderstood —
If pot Lindered (of course by arrest) he 1s
sure (o help the enewy, and much more
il he talks ambiguously—inlks for his
country with ‘buts’ and “ifs’ and ‘ands.” "
You nlso tell us thal thearresis complain
@i ol have not bean made “lor the trenson
definod in the Constitution,” nor “for nny

wers the proce diags lollowing in any con-
stitutionsl or legal sense criminal prosecu-
tions.” T'he very ground, then, of your
justification is, that the victims of nrbitras
ry arresis were obedient lo overy law, were
guiltless of avy known and defined offence,
and therefore were withoat the proteotion
of the Counstitution. The suspension of
the writ of Aabees corpus, instead of Laing
intended to prevent the enlargement of
arrested criminals until a legal trial and
conviclion can be had, is designed, acoors
ding to your doctrive, 10 subjecl innoesni
men to vour supreme will und plesure.
Silence !lself is punisbable, secording 10
this extruordinuy theory, and still more
#0o Lhe expression of op'nions, lowever
loyal, if attended with criticism upon the
paliey of the Government, We niust res-
pectfully refuse our assent to this theory
of constitutionn! law, We think that men
may be righifully silent, if they so ehoowe,
while clumorous end vecedy palriois pros
eluim the praises of those who wield pow.
er; nnd as to the “buts,” the “ifs,'" ani
the “ands,” these are SBaxon words and
belong to thie voeabulary of freemen.

We have already said that the infuition
ol a free people instantly rejects these dan-

cupital or otherwi @ infamouns crimes, nor !

warieation of the 12th of this month,
conmenting ou the resolations adopted
nt that meeting, wis addressed, have (he

regal nathority arve elalinod to rest ; and tgercus and unbieard of ductrines. 1t is
if wa dir not misinterprel the misty sod [not our purpose Lo entor ugon an elabor
clouded forms of expression in_ ahich | ate and extended refutation of them, W
those pretensions mesct forth, your wean-  submit to you, however, one or two con:

honor to send to your Excellency n reply |

-

to that communication by the commitiee
who reported the rvesolutions. The great
tporiatce (o the people of this country
0 ihe questions discuseed  must  beogr
slags i any be needed, for saying that
Ay concur in thils reply, and believe

ue in entire harmony with the views
vodsentiments of the meating referred (o,

W uio, with great respect,
Very traly yours,
Ltyxres Conxive, President,

Albany, Juue 30, 1863,

[ e names of the Vice Prosidents and
Facrctaties (forty<ix It number) ave, for
want ol roons, omiited. |
0 hia Fevellency, Abrakam

dent of the United States

Sk Your answer, which lus appesroed

Presi

Lanag I,

in the public prints, to the resolutions ad- |

opled al a recont meeting 10 the eity of
Albany, alirming the porsonul rights wnd
libertios of the citizens of this country Lius
baen referved 1w the uwndersigned, the
Commitiee who prepared sad reporied
those resolutions, The subject will now
receive from us some further aitention,
which vour answer seems (o justify, il not
‘o invite.  We hope not Lo feel wanting in

tha respect due to your high  position, if |

waveply with o lteedom and curnestness
suggested by the infiaito gravity and ims

rtance of the questions upon which you
I::ve thought properto tuke lssua at the
Lar of public opinion,

You soem Lo b wwars that the Constis
Aution af'the United Stalas, which you
mave swvorn Lo protect and defend, contains
the following guurnnless, to which we nsk
your attention: (1} Congress shull muke
mo law abridging the [y m'-"l!am ol speech or
of the press.  (2) The right of the people
to be secure in their porsons agminst un-
veasonable soteures shinll not be violated,
and no warrant shatl issue but upon probi.
able causs, supparted by outh, (8) No per-
sons, excepl naaringts in the servica of the
Government, shall b held Lo answer fora

capital or infamous crime, unless on pres
sontment or indiclment of & Grand Jary,

wor shall any person be deprived of life,
liberty or |lnruperl.y without dus process of
law. (1)

sud public trinl by an impartial jory of
tbe State or distriot in - whioh the crime
thall have been committed, nnd to be
confronted with Lhe witnesses against him.

You nrs ales, no doubil, sware thal on
the adoption of the Constitution these in
valuable provisions were proposed by the
Jealons caution of the States, and were
inserted a8 smendments for 4 perpetual
assuranca of liberty against the encronch
ments of power.
ding ol history, you also know thai the
great principles of liberty and law which
underiie thess provisions were detived 1o
us frooa the British Constitution. In that
country they wure secured by Magna Chargs
more than six hundred years ago, and
they have heen confirmed by many und
repentod stalutes of theraslm. A simgle
palpable violation of them in England
would not only arouse the public indignas
tion, but would endanger the throne il.
soll. For s persistant disregard of them,
Charles [, was dethroned and Seheadad by
his rebellious sulijects.

Thao fact hos already into histor
that thesactedr ights sod immunities whic
were designed lo ba prolected by these
tenstitulional  guarantees have not been
Preservad to the people during your ad.
Winstration, o violation of the first of
them. tho freedom  of the press has been
dovied. To repeated instances, newspa:
pers have been suppressed o the loyal

From your earliest ren:

Lare protected by the Constitution in time
of peace they wre suspended or lost in
time of war,when invasion or rebellion ex-
lists. Youdo not,like many othes in
whose miods reason and the love of regu-
11;!9;] liberty seem Lo Le overthvown by the
exoitensents of the iour attempt to base
| this conolusion apon u suppesed militery
necesinry existiling outside ol and trans.
‘rvn-iin; the Constitation, . militery ne
teossily behind which the Uonstitution it-
sell diseppears in o total eclipse.  Weodo
pot fnd this gigantic and monstrous her:
{osy put forth in your plea for absslute
[power, but we do find another eyually
subversive of liberty and law, and quite as
{vertainly tending to the establishment of
desgotism,  You claim to have found, not
"putside, but within the Constitution, u
wineiple or geru of arbitrary power,wlich
in time of wer expands into ’o alsolute
sovergiguly, wielded by one mun, w0 llagl
liberty perishies, or s dependant on his
will, nis discregion, or his coprice, Thia
extraovdinary document you claim Lo des
tive wholly from that elause of the Cone
stitution which, in case of rebellion or ins
viision, permits the writ of Aebeos
be suspended,

CoTprud 1o

ull due respect, but with the earnestuees
demnndded by the oscasion, that the Amer
ioan people will never nevquiesce in this
doctrine. lu theiropinion the guarantess
of the Constitution which secure to thew

frevdom of speach and of the press fw- ]mmmiug of whichi is, thal no act which is|

"munity from arrest for offenses unkoown

to the lnws of the land, and the right of|

teial by jury before the tribunals providad
by thosa laws, instead of military eommis
stons aud drvmhead courts mactial, are
living und vital principles ix prace axp iy

war, at all times and  under all eivcom | Dut us these are no 'nﬂt-m.'!‘ln ngainust the !
Na sophistry or argament can | knpwn nod establishied lnw of 1he land, tha |

slunoes,
shuke this convietion, nor will the people
require its confirmation by Digical sequens
ess nod deductions. It 8 a conviction
cdoeply interwoven with the instinol, the
habits and the education of our countrys
wen. The right to foim  opinions upon
public measures and waans, and to deolare

; 1hose opinions by speech or writing, with

o all eriminal prosecutions,ite  (be utmost laticude of expression —the | the sssaslis upon constitutional libert
necused sbiall enlju_v the right of a speedy | right of parsonal liberty, unless forfeiten which heve warked the history of your

,according to established laws, and for ol
fenses previously delined by lnw—theright
when iocused of grime, Lo te tried whore

law is administered, a1d punishment is
pronounced only when the crime is legally

| sscertained ; ulrtluw are righls instantly
renived, without argumont or proof —
No refinpment of logic can unseltle them
in the miuds of freemeu ; no  power can

"anoibi'ate them ; aed no force at the

command ol any chiel magi-trate can com-

pel their surrender.
S0 far ne it is possible for us (o nnder:

.stand from your language the men lal pros
cess which hus led you to the alarmiog
vonclusiors indiested l-{ your communis
cation, it ix thie: Tho habeas wrpus is a

 remodial wril, issued by courls and mas

I gisirales Lo iuquire into the cadse of any
imprisonment or restraint of liberty, on
the return of which and upon due exans
ination the parson imprisoned is disohar-
ged, il the restraint Is unlawtul, or admii -
ted to bl if he & Iponrs Lo bave been law-
fully arrested, rud is held to ansnora erim-
insl acousation, lonemuck as s process
may be suspended in tiwe of war, jou
seemm (o Lhini that every remedy for afalia
and ynlawful imprisonment is abrogated ;
and frow this postulate vou reach, st a
single bound, the conclusion that there |«

"o liberty under the Constitution which

does noi depend on the grucious jadul.
gence of the Executive only. This grest

You must permit us to say (o vou, with |

ing is, that while the tighta of the citicon  siderations, in the bope that you will ye.

view the subject with the carnest atten,
tion which its supreme importance de-
mands, We sy, then, we are not aware
that the writ of Aabeas corpus is now sus
pended in any of the peaceful and loyal
Stutes of the Union.  An act of Congress,
approvad by you on the 3U of Mareh, 1803,
aulhorized the Prasideat to suspend it du
ring the preseat vebellion. That the sus-
pensiqn s a legislative, and not an execis
tive act, Liss been Leld in every judicial
devision ever made in this coantiy, and
we think it eannot Le delegated to any
other branch of the Government, Bol
passing over that consideration, you Lave
nob exercised the pover which Congress
attewmpted to confer upon you. and the
wiit ia wob sauspeadal in any part of the
vountry where the civil lawa are io foree,
Now, masmuch as your doctrino of the
sthitrary arrest and imprisonment of inno
cent men, inadmitted violation of express
constitutional gusrantees is wholly deriv-
ad from asuspension of the Aubeas corpus,
the first step to be tuken in the asert to
absolule power, ought to be to ake it
kunown to tha people that the writis in
lact suspended, (o the end that they wny
know what 1s théir condition,  Youn have
Lol yel exercised this pawer, and, there-
fore, nccording to your own constilutional
{ theais, your conclusion fulls to the ground
[t is one of the provisions ot the Constitu-
| tion, undd of the very Lighest value, that
no e posl fiaelo law shall oo pistsod —the

[ not against the law when comaitted, ean
be made enminal by subsequent logista-
tion, But your claim is, that when tha
{ writ of habeas carpus §s suspended, you muy
lawlully imoprison and punish, fop the
orimes of silence, of speech, and opinion,

coustitutional principie to which w» now
refer, plainly requires that you should, be.
fore taking cognizance of =ucli offinces,
wnke koown the rule of action, in orde;
that the peopie may be alvised in Jue
| teason, 80 us not to Lecome liable to jts
' penalties. Lot us turn your attention to
the most glaring and Indefeusible of all

¥,

sdministratien. Yo one lus ever preten-
“ded that the writ of haleas corpus was sus-
pended in the State of Obio, whers the gr-
rest of a citizon at midaight, already re-
ferred Lo, was made, wnd he placed baefore
a court-martial for trinl und sentenve, npon
sharges and specifications which ndmicted
his innocenco accerding to the existing
laws of this country, Upon your awn
doctrine, then, can yeu hesitate to redross
that menstrous wrong?
| _ But, air, we cannol aoquiesce in your
dogmas thal arrests and imprisonmants,
without warrant or eriminal aceusation, in
their vaturo lnwless snd arbitrary, op- |
posed to the very letler of sonstitutional

uaravtees, cah bocowe in any sense right-  whether it bo your intention to disregard | when the hour of cur country’s peril had

ul by resson of a suspension of the writ i
of Aabeas corpus, We deny that the sus:

ension of a single sud pecaliar remedy |
or such wrongs brings into existence new
and unknown clusses of offinces, or new
eausos for depriving men of their liberty.
It is one of ILe most waterinl parposes of
that writ to enlurge upon bail, persons
who, upon prolable uu.lolam duly and
lll.:;au y crgod with some known orime’;
and a suspeneion of the wril was never
askad for in Fngland, or in this country,
excepl Lo provent such enlargement when
the supposed offenco was against Lhesafo-
ty of the Government. In the year 1807,
At the time of Burr's allegad conspiracy,
® bill was pussed w the Senste of Lio

‘

Uoited' States, suspending the writ of
hatean corpus for & limited Ume s all cascs
where pevdons were chargod on vath wath freason,
ar other bk erime or misdemeanar, ondanger.
ing the peece or safety of the Government.
But your doetrine undisguisedly is, thut
n susplension of this writ joslifies arrosts
without warrut, without vath, and even
withot ' suspicion of trepson or other
crime. Your dectrine donies the froedom
cof speach and of the praws; it invades the
snered démanin of apinion wnd discussion ;

{
|
|
|

it de tes the fs" and the *buts” of
the K Tengunge, and even the refluge

of silonce is insecure,

Wao repeat, a suspense of tha wiit of
habeaa eorprer merely dispenses with o sio
gle and peculiny remedy aguinst an un-
Inwiul imprisoninent ; baot if that remedy
had never existed, the right to liberty
would b the same, and every invasion o
that right would b condemned, not only
'y the Constitution, but by principles of
{fur grentor antiguity than the writ itself
Qur common law is not at all indebted to
this writ for its action of falss imprion-

citizen if the writ were sholished forever.
Again, avery man, whon lis life or liberty
in threatened wilhout the warraat of law,
muy Inwlully resist; and if neces-ary, in
selldefence, may tuke the life of the ug.
gressor.  Moreover, the people of this
country may demantd the impesshment
of the President himself for the exercize
of arbitrary power.  And when all (hese
remedies shall prove inudequate for the
proteotion of free institutions. thera re.
maite, in the last resort, the supreme
rightof revolution.  You once announced
this with o latitude of expression which
iy well be considered dangerous in the
praseat crisis of our nationnl history.—
'Yul'l enirl:

“Any prople, anywhere being inclined and
heving tho power, have the right to rise up and
shisko off the oxiating government, and furm &«
now one that suite them better, Nor is this
right confiued to cases where tho poople of an
oxisting governtent ny chooss to exercise it
Any portion of meh poople, that eav, iy reyvolu.
thonire and make their own o much of the torri
tory na they inbabit.  More than this, u majority

polting down o minorlly intermiggled with or
neur sbout thow, who may oppose thelr move.
montn."—(Vel. 16, Cungressivaal Glah-, p, 18.)
Such were your opinions, and you had
a coustitutionul right to declaie them. -
ITa citizen now sbould utter goentiments
fur lons dunigerous o Lheir tendency, your
pearest military commander would cone

approve the ll:’(h'(‘i'l.“ll .

!n our deliberate juaﬁ;uwnl the Consti
tution is not open to the interprelation
suggested by your communication now
Letore s
instrument is harmonious and consistent.
The poesible suspension ol the writ of
bulcas covpus is consistent with the freedom
of speecl and of the press. The suspon s
sing of that remedinl process may prevent
the enlurgoment of ke nceused trajtor oi
conspirator until le shall Lo legally tried
and covieted or sequitted; bat in this
we find no justifieation for srrest and fms
prisopment  without warmsual, without
oause, without the secusation or suspicion
of erime. [{ seems to us, moreover, too
plain for argument that the saored right
of trinl by Jury, and in courls where the
law of the lund {5 the rule of deoision, 1s
nright which is never dormant, never
susvended, In peacelul und loyal commus
nitied and States,  Will vou, Mr. Presi:
dent, maiontain, that heenusa the wnt of
habeas eorpup moy be in SUSDENSO, YOu CAl
subatitute soldiers and Layonets for (ke
peaceful operation of (he laws, niilitary
comissions und inqguisitorial mode of trin)
for the courts and juries preseribed by
the Constitution i1!eij\“‘.’ Andd if vou eans
pol mnintain thie, then let us ask wlhere
Is the justification [or the monstrous pro-
cending in the case of & citizen of Olio, 1o
‘u'hiv!: we have eslled your attention ¥—
We know that n rocreant jndge, whosa
name hns alrendy descended o mnterinl
gontempl, found the apolopy on the aut
fide of the supreme nnd fundamental luw
of tha Constitution. Pul this is not the

{of powar is boilt. We have mentioped
{the nct of the lnst Congrass professing fo
authorize n suspension of the writ of dabeas
arpya.  This aol now demands your spes
{ Gial altention, becuuse, if weare not greats
Iy in error, its terms and plain intention
[ wre directly opposed to all the arguments
and voaclusions of your communiestion,

; The sct, besides providing that the Aobras’

corpis muy Lo suspended, expressly com.
[mands that the names of wll yersons
theretofore or theteafter srresie iy alls
thority of the President or his csbinel
| ministars, Leing citizene of States in which the
adpiniabrotio of t1¢ Lurs hay continyed unime
,pasired shinl] he reluvoed (o the sourts of
| the Unitad States for the distriots in which
[such persons teside, or in which Ueir
suppored offences were committed ; and
such return being made, if the next grand
Jury attending the courts does not indict

sommanded 1o issua an order for their
imuzediate Jischarge from imprisoament,
Now we cannot haf

hava overlooked t(his law, whion most
ausuredly you are bound to observe, or

it? lts meaning certninly cannot be
mistaken, Iy it the national Legislatyra
hias said that the President may suspend
the secustomed writ of Aabeas eorpns, but
at the same time it has commanded that
all arrests under his authority shall be
promptly made known to the courts of
justice, and that the accused partios shall
Lc liberated, unless presented by u grand
jury iocording to the Constitution, and
tried by a jury in the ancient and noouss
tomed mode. "The President may possis
by, 80 far as Congress can give the right,
arrest without legal enuse or warrant.—
We cortainly deny that Congress can con-

rl

ment, und the aetion would remain to the |

of any portion of wueh people way revolutionise, |

sign him o 4 dangeon, or o the tender |
mercied of a court martinl, und you would |

Wo think avory part of that'

foundation on which your superstructure’

p asking whether you

“'Ili\"l'n.l: that conaideration, this stalute,
by ity very terms, pramptly removes the
proveeding in overy duse in'o the eourts
where (he safe-guards of liberty are obs
served, ond where the persons detained
are 1o be discharged, unless indicted for
eriminad yffences against Lthe established and
aseertnined laws of the counyry,

: U pou what foundation, then, permit us
Lo ask, do you rest tho pretension, (hat
men who are not accured of orime may
be seized aud imprisoned or banished ut
the will and plessurs of ‘bo I'resident or
any of his subordisntes in wilitary posi-
tions?  Where is the wareani lor invading
[the freedem of speecli and of the pross?
[Where the justification for plucing the
foitizer: on trist without the presentment
of a grand jury sud military commissions?
THERE 15 NO POWER IN TS COUSTRY WHHICH
CAN DISPENEE WITH 1P Laws,  ‘Lhe DPresi
dent is ns much bound by them as the
humblest individual, We pray you lo
bear in mind, in order that you may duly
estimate the leeling of the people on this
subject, that for the erime of dispensing
with the laws and statutes of Great Drit-
ut, our naneesiors brought one monarch
to the scaftold, and expelled anothey from
Lhis throne.

[ This power which you have erected in
theary is of vast und illimitable propor-
If we way trust you to excercise
it mereilfully und fm.i-nl.ly, YOUT suoCess
sor, whether immediale or more remoto,
fmay wield it with the enorgy of & Cwsar
or Napoleon, and with the will of o dess
lmt and u tyrunt, 1L is a power without
roundary or limit, becauss il procesds
upon o total suspension of all the consti
tutional and legal sule guards whichi pros
tect the rights of the citizen, It is power
not inap tly described in the lenguags of
[ore of your reretaries, Suid Mr. Seward
|l|) the British Minister in Washington :
| "1 oan tonch @ bell ou wy right band and
der the arrestof & oitisen of Ohio. 1 can toyeh
the bell mgain and order the fmpriconment of &
| eitizen of New York, and no power on earth bot
thut of the President oan reloase thom.  Can the

Queen of England In her dowinion do ar much ?
| This is the very lunguage of a perfoct
despotism, und we learn from you with
i profound emotion that it is no idle boast,

It is o despotisin wnlimited ia prizciple |
| beciuse the saine arbitrary and yutestrain.
el will or discrotion which can place men
under illegal restraint or buanish them cun
apply the rack or thumb serew, con put to
torture or to death, Not thus have peo-
ple of this conutry hitherto understood
their Constitution.  No argument can
cowniend o their judgment such inter- |

irelations of tha great charter of theiwr

iberties, Quick as the lightning's fash,
‘the intuitive sense of freemen perceives
the sophistey and rejects the conclusion, |

Some other matters which your excels |
lency hus presented demand our notice, |

In justitication of your course as to Mr,
Vallandigham, you Lpve referred to the!
arvest of judge Hall, at New Orleans, by
ortder of Gen, Jackson ; but that ce dils
fers widely Irom the cuse of Me  Vallun- |
digham, New Urleans wus then, & you
truly state, under “‘martial or military
law,” 'Tuts wus nol so jn Olio, Ilflu-.rt!lI
Mr. Vallandigham wus arvested. The
administration of the eivil luw lind not |
been disturbed in that commonwealtin.—
The courts wers open, and justice was
digpensed will: its wceustomed prompti- |
tude.  lu the cose of judge Hall, General
dockson in nedow duye sent im ouside
the line of lis evcampments and set him !
al liberty : but youu have undertakon o
bisnish Mr, Vallanuigham from his home,
You scew also o bave forgotten tual Gen,
Juckson snbmitted implicity to the jodgs |
ment of the court which imposed the fine !
upon bim; that Le promptly psid i
that he enjolued Lis hiends to assent,
“us lie most freely did, 1o the decision |
which hud just been pronounced against |
bim."

Mave than this, you overlook the fact
thiat the then administiation (in the lan:
guage of a well-known auther) “mildiy |
but deeidedly rebuked the proceedings of
General Juokson,” und that vhe Pregident
viewed the subject with **surprise and |
solicitude,”  Unbke President Malison, !
you, in a cas¢ much more ynwarrented,
npyrove the proceedings of yoursubordnz
ate officers, nnd in addition justify yoar!
course Ly nearelully considered argument |
in its su [lI}f_‘IL

It is trae that afcer some Lhirly years, |
Congress, in consideration of the devoled
and puatriotic services of General Jackson, |
refunded the smount of the fine Le had |
puid ! Hut the long dalay in doing this
| proved how reluctant the American peo

ple were to do anything which could be
'ponwidered as in any way approving the
:dilrogsrd shiown 1o the ninjesty of the Inw, |
aven Ly ona who so eminently enjoyed |
[ their confidence and regard, |
i Unesabject more and we shall conclude. |
! You express your regret that our meeting
spoke “as Demograte;" and you say that
| "in this ime of natjonal peril you would

Have preferred to maat us upon o level,
| one stép higher than soy party platform.” |

tions.

or

|the alleged offenders, then the judges are, You thus gompel us to allude to matiers

which we should huve preferred to pass
by. DBut we capnot omit to notice your |
eriticism, as It cwsbe, at least, an jmplied |
| reproach upon your wotives and our pro-
ceodings, We beg 10 remind you that

come, when (b wae evident that & most !
gigantiz effort was to be made Lo subvert
our institutions and Lo everthrow the
government when it was yitally important |
that party feelings should be ll.l(r:uil.le.
and that all should be called upon to
unile most cordially and vigorously lo
maintain the Union; at the time you
were sworn iuto office as President of the
United States, whoen you should have
urged your fellow-cilizens in the most
emphatic manner to overlook all past
differences and to rallf in defense of their
country and its institutions, when yoo
should have enjoined respeat for the Laws

far (his pight, because it is forbidden in

the bigher law of the Constitution. But' ol by the Soutli, you choose
g 3 !

and Lhy Conatitution, so strictly dlllm‘

timo under like circumeiances in th.
histury of our country, lo sel up u part;
platform, called *the Chieago platform, '
e your ereed ; to advanoe It beyond'th:,
Uonstitution and o speak dispamging!s
af that great conservative tribunal of ov

country, so bighly respected by all thiok

ing men who have ioguired into our inet,
tutions—Taue Suraese Covnt orrue Ux
TED Srates,

Your Admioistration has beon true |
the principles rou then laid down, Noi
withstanding the fuct that several hundre:|
thousnnd  Demoorats o the'loval St
clicerfully responded o the oall of the
country, fil'ed the ranks of iis nrmies, an i
by “their strong hands und willing heart:!
iided Lo mainiain your excellency aud
officers of government in the possession «
the national capitol ; notwithstending th.
fuct that the great body ol the Demoora
ol the eouantry have in the most patriot .
spirit given (heir best efforle, their trea
ure, their brothers und their sops, 12 s
tain the Govermment and to put down 1 4
rebellion, you, choosing lo overlook o )
this, have made your appointments wo ol
il otlice, from your cabinet officers an '
foreign ministers down to tho persons
lowest official grade nmonz the tens «
thousands eagaged in coliec: ng Lhe re
enues of the country, exviusively frou;
your political assovintes,

Under such clrcumstancss, virtuall
preserited by your adminitration, an '
while most ol the leading journals whi
suppiorted it approved the scnlence pre
nounced agninst Mr. Vallandizham, it w
our true vourse—our honesl course—i
meat a5 “Democrate,” that neither yoi.
excellency nor the country might mistak. .
our antecedenls or our position,

In closing this communication we desi
to reaffivms our determinuation, and 1
doulit zol that of every one who aitend. |
the weoting which aslopted the rodolutio
wo have disoussed, expressod in one
thosa resolutions, to devole “all our ene
gles 1o sustain the cavse of the Union,'

'ermcit. us, then, in this spirit, ton |
your exeellency to re-examine the gra |
suljects we have considered, to the e
that om your retirement from the positi:
you oceupy, you may leave behind »
no doctrines and no further precedents
despotic power L> prevent you and vo
posterity from enjoying that constitutivn
ul liberty which 1s the inheritance ol «
ull, und to the end, also, that histqr{ m
speak of your administeation with ‘indu |
genee, il 1t cannot with approyal,

We are; eiry, with grens » sal,
Very troly yours,
Joux Y. L. Prova
Chairman of Commitl..

Albany, June 30, 1863,

[We omit the numes of (wenbystliico
gentlemen composing the Committee, 1
want ol room. |

Democratic Vigilance Committees

The fullowing persons compose |
Democratie Vigilance Committee in
seversl Boroughs sad townships of Cle
field county, lor the ensning yonar,

The primary election will be held - |
Saturday, tha lst day of August next

Beeearia—Jolhn Lightner, Samuel Hi
man, Wm, 8. Dickey.

Bell - Robory Elder, Willjam Mehu
Adom Breth.

Bloom —James Molutyre Tobias Shnt
W, Henry,

Boggs—Henmy Turnor, Charles Sk
Sumuel Cross,

Bradford—N, 8. Wilson, J. U, Gearl (],
Lowry Gill,

Rrady—George €. Kirk, Samuel Po: 'k
Lhwpit Amos Donsall.

Buingide— John King, Thomas Youi
Samuel Williams

Clearficld Borouf —1 L., Relzonstein
M. Hilly, George Thon, )

Chost—John  Worrell, Killi
Aust' Capry,

Covingfon—Francie Coudriet, John
Hugenot, Thowas Maurer.

Curwensville Borough—)oshua Baker, |
Thompson, Cories Bloom, i
Decgtur—David Gearbart, Levi G
Chus. M, Cadwallader.

Flrowson—James Straw, Daniel Koo
Wm. L, Moore.

For—George S llimes, Jns. M'Le
N. M. Brockwsy.

Girard—Danje) Kiisg, John Jyry, €
Miguot. :

(soshen_ Robers K. Flegal, E. K. Sbi
W Grgp, am, jr.

Graha g ~-Thos, . Forgey, Wm. \
belm, David Holt.

@fuelich --Joseph Fry, Thos. Flick, ., 1.
Jordnn,

Huztin—Jewin Bupdell, Hiram W.
ward, 0. H. Lamm.

Jordun—Cartes Bell, Johp Steaw, |

Karthave- George Heckendorn, Wi
Brimker, Lorenz Hariline,

Knoc —~Isaac  Ruplap, D. E. N
Peter Mays,

Lawrence—Johu Shaw, jr. Levi B, i;
James McLaughlin.

Lymber City~ Joseph Hagerty, San
MeCraoken, Amos l'rila.

Morrie—Jobn €. Allport, Jnckson |
ver, Leonurd Kyler,

New Waskington—Jnmos Foath, Re 1
Neiman, Jamoes Rose, j

!'mn—-b'ummerJﬂe‘:d Flegaj, Fatricl |
Mshon, Wm. I'. Johnson.

}l‘t’ic —.Jas, R. Caldwell, Geo, Meli
Linn Hoover. i )

Lnion— Loyl Dressler, William ¥
John Fotter, 8¢ k. e 12

Woodward—Austip Kline, C, J. ~
B. Alexapder, .

Tug duty of the Commilles wil) 1-
organige Demooratic ©lubs in their
adtive towpships, to ninke arrangen.
Fnr Laving eny meetings Lhat ma,
nocessary, ond tg give notice of and

intend the hol ounq of the Pri

ection. Isnary Tesr, Clalrmo.

Demoerutic County Comom |
Ciearfield, July 4, 1843,

Larry

Ik

. Smith,



