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THE PALSIED HEART.

L I HE AUTIEIR UF S HOMNG WD wivse”

. (Cenelndal)
e now saw her a bich souled cfiicient
Jiseharge of the duties of her statto.,
without the support of any one; and,
that which was far higher prootof el
cation and strength of elaraeter, equal
1o hearine her own sorrows without
the aid of sympathy. In truth. the
heart of his wife had never before
appeared to him =0 great a treasure,
o thing of such inestimable value, now
that he had lost it; never before had

he been so mueh in love!
Meantime, Mr. aud Mrs. Howaved
were the envy o the admiration of
“ e littde world in which they moved.
They were pointad ar as the hest

. i . '
ntched pair that: could be found?!

y

crery way suited 1t mprove, e
make each other happy. Even Mr.
Atwood, high as his 'x-xpwt:ttinns had
Cbeen ratsed, wias astonished at the
dignity and strength of character his

Janghiter had  acquired under Mr.

ftoward's influence; and equally <o at
the effects of Helen's influence over
Y.
that bis wife could not have lived to
.sve the huppy couple that they were
wow ! How delusive are appeavances!
It was many months atter the wreek
of his domestic happiness, that Mr.
Howard was nominated for a member
of Congress. He asked Helen's opin-
fow on the subject, and 1t met her warm
:lppl")}mlinn.
| helieve you to
bes sense of the term,” said she, ¢and
shodld you he clected, you may do

your cvumtry much good. 1 know !

vou are above being influenced by
nartow and selfish party views, and

vowr prineiples eud talents must com- '

mand vespeet, and exert a beneficial
influence. 1 hope you will prove the
sueeesstul candidate,

Flattering us this answer was to Mr.

Howard's vanity as a man, it wrung '

his hewt as a hysband.  Some-twd or
~three vears before, his rame had been
mentioned as a eandidate for the State

Legislature, and it filled Helen with

clarmy. Nhe entreated bim not to en-
vire in pul»liv Dhusiness.

<Only thiuk,’ ~aid she, as she seated
Eerself on his knee, touly think how
many long weeks yon may be from’
bhome!  How could 1 live ~o long
without seeing vou, so many tedious
hours between us! O, 1 should pine
1 skeléton in your absence!

Such fod been her feeling-—
now, thoungh the
them must be doubled, and doubled

1

ot

avain, should he be called to Washing--

tou, and thoueh his absence must be
for months iustead of weeks, the

thoueht caused not the slichiest agita- .

tion, awd gave vise to not even asiah!
lu a softencd voiee, Mr. Howard
said—+ But, wmy dear Heleny bow
would vou get along during iy ab-
cenee, should 1 be ealled away?  Your
cares must neeessartly be erently mul-
viplied.” T

‘The same good Providence,” she
replied, <that has hitherto guarded me,
will do so, [ trust, to the end of mye
days. T feel no apprehension.! )

Mr. Howard's disquictude was i
exact prupnrlion to Helew's self-pos-
session; hat she could not eadure to
haee it discovered, and arose dnd leit
tne room. Probably the pride of most
nen revolts from the expression of
deep emotion, particularly when they
are conscieus they have been iu the
wrong.  Much as Mr. Howard,had

<done, this was the very thing he had
left undone, e could be very kind
and attentive, but could not st.uop to
s‘u_\'—I have been 1o blame; pray par-
don me.

The election came off; and Mr. How-
ard was the sneeess{ul candidate, He
cosld not but be gr:l!iﬁg-d. at the honest
;

were in thelr prescnt sfate, caused him
unuttershle auxivty, He conjecturod,
tao, that llt’l“]lt.‘«'lhh“\\'uﬁ less
tormerly, though she made

fomy » ‘nu
ety indeed, che would

acknowl-
cege no 3 en wheu he
csoicitowtly  made Anquiries on ghe

Collii-
1

N . e .
cdge ng mdugfaoﬂfmn, tven

AT

20,00

- affeet my spirits)”

He often sighed with regret,

be a patriot in the !

distznee hetween

st couferred on him, yet the idea of |
caving bis wife while lher feelings:

firm than !

B »

subject. _ S e
Some time intervewed, between his
election and the period he'was to take
I'his séat in ‘the National. Legislature;
| but it hastened away, and the hour for
Phis departure for Washington was
: vapidly Increased, as the'time for him
"to leave her drew near.  He'had some
b eause for alarm. X

Tthat ot which she had arrivedy and
her mother had been taken aw

TToward's auxiety, became so great
that n week or two before " he started
on his journey, he requested Dr.Mil-
ler, the family physician, to call gs if

Ly accident, and ascertpin if possible

whether Helen wisreally diseased, or
whether his, fears were only the off-
spring of a distewpered Tmagination,

The dector did as e was requested to

fle ealled on Mrs. Howard to
soe, he satd,, how she was likely to
After chat-

(lli.

Lear s long asepaiition,

tine with her for an hour-on. the come |

mon topies of the day, he made some
leading remark concerning her health,
She confessed, that as the cold weuther
Ceame on, she felt some diminution of

trengly and oceastonal pains i the

chesi, *but nothing, *she added, “to
) A .
interfere  with my avocations; or to

ctioner, the doctor took her hand, and
found it hot and dry; he felt her pulse,
and they were considerably aceele-
rated.  He, however, made no com-
ment, and without auy apparent unea-
siness, remarked: .

‘Perhapsitis well Mr. Howard goes
to Waushington this winter. Such a
Juattern of w wite as you are, will of
. conrse be very domestic: during his
_abseuce, and 1 doubt whether much
exposure o our cold morthern  air
wedd do you any good.” :

To Mr. Howard, the doctor made a
Freport as favorable as his conscience
would permit; but he confessed that
Helew's symptows were not such as
he could wish. Mr. Howard's deep
" distress led him to add: <But 1 hope
Umueh from her firmness of mind and’
equanimity of spirits. And after all,
1 ~Ladl probably think very lightly of
her complaints
the disease of the family.

The morning of his departure

been his endeavors to deteet in Tlelen
Cthe slightest symptoms of regret ut
their separation. She appeared only
the noble and patriotie woman—think-
ing of her country’s good; the lofty
and im]n-pvmlvm-xnim]ud wife, eujoy-
ing her husband’s honers, but not
¢ leaning on him for support.
. Ar-the breakfust table, the feélings
of Mr. Tloward nearly overpowered
L.
Caweas with difieulty that he swallowed
' i eup of tea.
P T shall write to you very often,
Helen, said e, abruptly.  *You will
not let all my letters remail unans-
Cwered I . o
«(*ertainly not,” Helen replied; ¢I
Cean readily understand how anxious
you will feel about the children.’ _
Mr. Howard bit his lips to prevent
a different ,vxprossinn “of feeling, and
after 1 silenee of some length, said—
“Will you promixe me to take the
_hest possible care of your health
‘Surely. there, is little need of ex
acting such a promise from a mother,
answered TTefen. ¥ feel that my life

'

| of course it a duty to doall I can to
preserve it ] .

By thus referrine to the children,
hoth as the exclusive objeets of his
imerest and her own, Helen com-
pletely closed the lips of her hiusband
when he would have «)xprvssca Ten-
derness to herself.  Her dignil)j and
re<erve seemed to form amagie civele
Caround her, over which he found. it
hf}ln,)‘;~>ihlc,_1n pass. . The kitdness of
her actions, and the unvarging cold-
Cness of her manners; her freedom of
; expressing her opinions, and her con-

cealment of her upini«ms, kept A,
CHoward In a coystant state of wonder
Fand excitement # and gave rise to such
! conflicting emotions, and such contra-
i dictory thoughts, that one could not
colt.in utterance before its apposite

had driven it away. o B
E “Iaving the children with you,’ said
! Mr. Tloward, while yet at’ the break-
\ fuast tuble, ¢you will feel Jess solitary
! than myself, separated from all that-{
- hold dear)

AYou will vot, you must. not feel

solitary,” swul Clelen. ¢ You must give
Pyour niind ‘o your cotmitry, wid in
*dischiarging your duties s a parriot

to engross, your heart. . And bealdes,
who can talk of solitude in the midst
of Washington society?

*The mind'is its own palace,' said
Mr Howard,. *aud one -m.ay - feal soli-
Ctude i e crowd as well as-in-s dosert.

Bots husband aud wife aemdyed
,T'silen"' and ina thort time they were

vy &

!
|
i
!
i

Her two brothers!
and sisters had fallen vietims to con-
sumption at a much carlier age' ‘than |

ay by
e, wame- nnerring’ destroyer, . My,

To eat was impossible, and it}

. . . . . ~ 1
is of some value to my littde ones; and

znd statesman, vou will find cuough.y-

aronsed by the horn of the stage; coach
sounding at the door.. The table was
déserted’in a moment ; and afterthrow-
inig the stage-waitet his baggage] Mr.
Héward returned to - the parlor, and
élosed the dopr. ¢ The bitter-moment
has at Inegth come,” suid be., “We
must part,* OF Helen, in pity say
thit we part friends. A
4 Friendst reiterated’ Helet——in -a
voice ascheerful as she now ever spoke
in—for the light, glad tone of earlier
days had vamshed away together with
the ¢wretched smilds that had accom:
Dpavied it Friends! assuvedly we
. do! and most sincerely . do I wish- you
l suceess as will leave you notliing o
Pask) L S

W ) : PREN
ThHere are mowments of our lives,

, when the: most bitter wailings of grief

would be sweeter to the ear- than .the
! gladdest strains of music, and thus ic
i was, iu the presént instant with Mr.
i Howard. Helens undisguised indif-
' fergnee even at the moment of parting,
“wrunug every fibre of his heart..

i . With a look of intguse. fecling he
“turued to the ehildren, and pressing
i them to his bosom, mmumured a -few

Pwords to each. "As. he replacéd  the |

i youngust tothe carpet, Helen presened
t her hand.  He took it without uttering
[ a syluble, pressed it firmly,;and then

in the coach which the bext moment
rolled away.

' "It was towar
i November when DIr. Howard et
1 home, and for a great number of weeks
i there was no very marked change in
Holen's health.  She was-really hap-
pier than she had been for many long
months—for now she had to perform
'§o heartless duties ; 'she had to pay
i fio heartless attentions. A burden was
sremoved from her mind. She was a

husband’s _absence she resolved to
! forego ull sacicty as much as possible,
s and devote herself’ to the comfort and
edueation of her children,-and to the
cultivation of her own mind.  She re-

"Howard.,  They werefull of.interest,

" as he detailed all that he saw or heard |

. which could either entertuin or instruct
t * . c e

{her.  There was, too, a peeuliar kiud
i . N N . 5
| of tenderness about them.

i wrote Yike a timid lover, as if in doitht

t .y . .
found | whether what_ he said would aid Lis | days.
Lis feelings all in a tumult. Vain had | suit or not. In each letter he urged j rema

Iher 1o telk him everything concerning
" herself and the children, as the most
the Jittle one avas full of iuterest to
him, e
Helen wrote to Mr. Howard often,
and kept him well informed ‘as. Lo all
that was in progress umong his friends
and acquaintances; she told him all
that was communicable about the chil-
dren,” their lmprovement, their foud
{ and interesting questions about their
{ father, and of their impatience for his
return; but of herself'slio said nothing,
except to answer his direct inquiries
for her lLiealth, and this she did in the
‘most indefinite manner possible.
was ‘as well as usnal—thealth much
the swme,” or ‘there was no esseutial
change,"—was the whole amount of the
matter. o :
She was truly ingeniousin trying to
close her letters with courtesy, and .\'cf
without any of that tenderness ex-
pressed which always procedes the
s signature of a wile, when writing to a
husband shé loves.  In receiving and
writing letters; in tending to her chil-
dren, und in reading; and i the fre-
quent visits of her father and Duoctor
Miller, Helen's time passed away with-
out weariness or disconteunt. ‘
© But though scarcely aware of it her-
salf, IIclen was much, altered. . Her
friends laughed at her for pining .on
accowt of Mr; Howard’s absence, but
Dr. Miller lgoked on with ‘deep suli-
citude.  In the -begiumng “of Febra-
ary, Helen took a drive with the chil-
dren when the air was ‘humid from

i

the desolving snow, and she took @

very.severe cold. s fatal effects were

soon yvisible, she was at ouce confined

to hier room. Sl Helen was not
| alarmed, but caleulated to be out
Dr. Miller to_give the alarm to-her
father. He pronounced her to be in
& hectie, aud ‘the fathér detrayed to
his daughter,'th¢ Dr’s. opinion.;. At
first it was o stunning -blow t her,—
then she.thought that the Dr. was un-
necessarially - alarmed;  but the Te-
membrance of her” mother, ‘brothers,
and her sisters rushied upon her mind;
looked’faitly at. her own symptoms,

The confusion, the rush of thought
which wasinéident to the firet shock
gbon passed away, and Tleler calmiy
set herself to-examine her present po-
sition, and as the Seriptures express

to the Iust chunge.. The fivst thing
Wis to.review her past afe. Logking
Yock ffum %
Gcedtll W 2 o ind
Dright sud chee.: o appeared her

" darting from the house, seated himself
With the frecdom | '
cof an old friend and family practi-, o
d ‘the latter part of

“very tender mother; and durving her.

ceived three letters  week from Mr.

Whenever

, were not consumption | his own feelings were the subjeet, be : pang on aveount of his

trifling incidents—even the prattle of

She |

again in a few days. Tt devolved upon }

and felt her dqum was surely, sealed. |

it, set hicr bouse in order prepavapory

qag the shudonws
~rroundgd her, how.

youti, in the busom of her father's
family! how” sunny and how joyfully
the first yeuys 6f Ier married fife, ibw
‘dark the eloinds that had more recently
-overshadowed her ! For this who was
to blame !. Her uatural freedom from
a self justifying spitit, together with
the fearful thought that she was “soon
to.appear béford her final jadge; dis-
puﬁied her tot:eonpdemnn hersel,  Still
justica -asserted ber 1ight, and 1lelen

just cause fov displeasure,, \With. in-
tenselanxioty she reviewed the last

her gffection for him had been dor-
mant. .’ She could findto.special:neg-

—vyet. the remembrance of  dusigs
heartléss performed gives little satis-
faction—and "t~ Helen,” the ‘whole
seemed a dark,und troubled,and guilty
dredm.  Now thit shewas awaking
it left agloom and painful impression
ou her miud.

i

l

| ing manner, been discharging heér.con-
tjugal duties, what had been Mrn How-
ard’s . ar LT

ard’s- deporiment; taward, hev ! The
prospeet of her owny dissolution,

'
3

and unnoticed, came thronging on her
memory ; amlat once the belover
lier youth, the idol of her early wedded
life, was restorcd to her in all its por-

forth in- love, in gratitude, and  peni-
tence. '-1lid recent lettevs were all

those expressions of love and tender-
ness that had, before “fallen as on’a
rock; and caused her heart to thrill
with emotion—¢ Ah,” thought she * how
constant has that heart been to me,'in
spite of all my coldness, my heartless
indifierence, and someiimes, [ fear, my
{ disdain ¥’ '

| Faralons tmeafter M
s departure from

1

|

r. Howard's
home, Ilelen felt no
absence, hut
I ow she folt & loneliness as in former
[iow was she to enduve the

!

an iuhabitaut of carth when it should
Dcome toaclose ! but notwithstanding

|

Miller! "Why had not Mr.Atwoad in-
-formed bim of his daughter's danger?’
These, togetlier with ‘other thoughts
far more -bittet and grievous, “were
continually revolving in his mind. - -
AWith regard,to Mr. Atwood and
Dr. Miller, the fact was that they hoth
knew the frequency of Hcle.n'? letters
1o My, Howhird; and " had id"idea of

01

e o]

{ left Behind. Particularly do we love

to tonch and look at those things which
have. not been remaved from the po-
Aition in which “the' lost one placed
‘thém. Above and beyond nl{'is the
valic attacled to any memoranda, and
diary, -in which the thoughts and feel-
ings of the departed have boen last
recorded. o

was conscious fhat to please, Lier hus- | him the truth,
band and render him bappy, had been | |
the first object of her heart. Yet, tiot- Uyus,
withstanditig this <hé was ~rilling to | oft locomotion, hei at ‘length renthed
believe that'she:had oftei given. him | the

shé had done 5% his happiness whilg | back, dreading’tor

S . . o
lect of duty of which to accyse hersell

. And while she had, in this unféel- i-eoach=“thauk

dueed on Heley’s mind much the same
effedt it the death’ of hiér hushand | yet lives,
woulll have -done. ©~ His i‘n%i‘éu%ing \ iustant drawing {ip tho Teins, Dr.
gentleness,  his ..*t'orhc,'trancu—-whi‘ch . lor toy
had Bitherto remained cutively. unfelt | dr

1;0{'! alighted

fection! Her heart swelled and gushed |

brought forth, ind reperised. and all |

inder of thed tedious session of
Congress; alafy would sho still be

Vg ‘ ) .
" this refiwakened regret ons account of

1; hershushand’s absence—and the awful
J' solemuity pf" ber sitnation—how sweet
| did she find itagain to love—love with
teuderness and ardor ! and with fex-
Pvent. eratitude did she raise her eyes
{ and thoughts to-Heaven, that her heart
ravas aroused from its lethergy. - -, .
Helen’s next letter to Mr. Loward
was very different from those which
thad preceeded it, She did not exjiress
in direct'terms her new found love—
bat its spirtt breathed it in every line:
Towards the close she mentivned hav-
ing taken asevere cold, and gave sume
imitation of Dr. Miller’s opinion as to
the result, . She subseribed hervself;
¢ Your own true grateful and affee-
tionate Helen.”  This was the last
letter she ever sent him, though ot
the last she wrote. ' -
Joy and gricf . contended in Mr.
Howard's heart as he read this epistle;
joy exquisite atid unalterable, that the
affection ofghis wite was restoréd 4o
thim; for he kuew her too well to have
l‘ a shadow of doubt respecting her sin-
cerity ; and grief and alarm the'most
harrowing'with regard to her “health.
He 'had stonger proof of her: indispo-
sition . and debility than any exprds-
sion made use of in herletter. The
-tremulousuess of the hand that had
written it was but too obvious. [t
was entirely diffetent from Helen's
neat and beantiful land writing when
in usual health. On the iustint he
wrota to Dr. Miller to learn the worst
he had to'fear. Ten tedious days must
pass before he could hope to recéive
an auswer, for at that time  the ‘mails
were conveved iu hunbering stuge
coaches, and to a heart-racked by anx-
icty they seemed to trevel a suail’s
yace. . . .
© \When DroMiller’s” letter arvived it
more than confirmed Mr. Howard's
worst, apprehensions. The Daoctor
‘had actually begun to writé before be
recéived his friend’s letter. " He' told
him that Helen'was’ undoubtedly in a
contirmed hectic “and that ‘her ‘life
could not be protracted to mauiyweeks.
Mr. Howard's resolution was atunce
taken. e asked and obtained leave
of absence "from congress; and after
the unavoidable‘tintervention - of one
day from the recelpt of the Dr’s. letter,

 <dmple tme had be tu reproach him-
“self and every body clse, while seated
{Tn a’coach, the horses appeared o,
| himi to be-in a lefsurely walk. ¢ Why
had he been so:iuexciubly negligent
4s not spunerdo have wriiten., v B,

he commenced bis homewnrd journey. |

elsa they would certainly haye given

. D5, e f v
Howard's progress

Slow as Mr, |
‘compared ‘with the present rates

place of his residence in saftty.
‘He qgecupied the back seat of the mail
coach, and as it drove up to the post-

vear and a half and asked herself, what? officé, ‘Ne iuvolautarily drew himself

cad the fatal news
-in- the countenance of auny who.might
.perchance get a view;of hiut. - Front
Lis partial -concealment he glanced
“around and with others, saw Dr. Mil-
ler 'a few rods distant] coming to-
wards the carriage.  In his eagerness
‘to’ teuil the doctor’s face he : leaned
a little foravard and their eyes met..
«“Thank Theaven!” exclaimed, the
I doctor” as he '}Q}n‘uug to the sideof the

{ +-Mr: Howard ! actually- ‘zusped- for
}-breath, and could with difficulty com-
3,211&1‘,",]  bis, voice to say——‘then 1 am

I{rn- , not'too late”’

«No, no,” satd e, doctor, ¢ she
" and the coachman at that
Mil-
k the sput at his side and wps
iven to Mr. Howard’s.

“Tell me,” said Mr2Howurd, as he
at his own door and erasped
{ his friend’s " hand, swhat have 1 to
i hope, and what to fear I

The doctor shoek his head.

. The

her stremgth,’ - said he; ¢ within the
last . week she has sunk rapidiy. 1
sometimes feared that all would be
‘over beture you could reach us)’
“Will' she  know. me?
Howard. .
+Oh, yes—but she will "hard

by he

rhe has spoken. but  ene srordata
time, and that in a whisper. - But |

you. 1 have fometimes thought that
the hope of secing you has helpud to
keep lier ative) ~ -

"The doctor left the room, and Mr.
Trowmd paced the floor, with sensa-
tions ‘which the feeling hiart may con-
ceive, but which ng one should attempt
w deseribe.  Itseemed anage before
Dr. Miller retwrned, but he came at
Tength, and taking his friend’s arm
within his, to lead him 1o the chamber,
said—

{Now compose yourself, my dear
-sirs’ rémember Mrs. Howard is not
in a situation to bear strong excite-
ment- ’ )

Mr. Howard spoke not; but the
doctor felt his whole frame trembleas

were fastened on the donrasit opencd.
They spavkled like diamaonds and
ér cheeks were like the rose. To the
unexperienced eye she ‘might have
appeured the picture of health as she
was.of beauty,  She madean effort to
auise herself, butin vain; aud by a
ﬁgl'ciblc grasp of his arm, the doctor
constrained Mr. Howard to whlk across
the floor, instead of springing towards
her. When he bad led him quietly
geross the room and seen his wift's
hands clasp_cfl in his, he left them. '
What o world of grictean thic hu-
man heart endure at'the suine momnent
of tinle! How. wweet, yet how ago-
| nizing the meceting! CHow did Telen
drinkin the words of lovg and tender-
ness that her-hushand murmared i
Ler: ears! How soothing were-the
" kisses impressed onher fevered brow!
and how p,‘rc:cious were the siug]c
words of whispered love that fell from
her «quivering ‘lips! ah, a treasure to
the solace of years! . ;
‘Beyond expectation, Helen lingered
a week after Mr. IL's return; and he
scarcely left her day or ught. For
some -time the childrén had beén at
Mr. ‘Atwood’s, as- the -sight of them
seemed too exciting in their mother’s
ginking state; but onee after their
fathe'rs returni they were brought
“home to give and take the last parting
‘kiss. -As - the youngest child: was

taken  from her, Helen lookedatthe
and

father, looked at the little ones,
then raised her tearful eyes to Hea
¢n.” ‘Words'would have heen usoless
"had she Beendbleto utter them. Her.
fuca expressed farmore than language
“could tave done, and its meaning was
engraved on her hushand’s soul. Two
‘Jay$ after parting with her children,
Helei hreathed -out her spirit) while
hor head rectined on’the bosem:of her.
JBusband, 45 peacefully anud gently as
an infant. talls asleep in its mother’s
arms. g ’

-

o

T i"' »

I the ‘q(xlittidé.'the utter desolation
that follows the- last sad-oflices to a
departed friend, nothing is.so -matural.

|
i

23 to examinc every relic they have

thelignorunce under which he labdred,
o . " . . . e«
} tions when left to himself, dfter the in-

“'One of Mr. [Howard's first occupa-
terment of his wife, was to examine
the contents of his secretary and writ-,
ing desk, thig keys of which had been
last turngd by her ownhand, Hesuf-
fered not'a scrip” of paper that bure
the-mark of her hand 1o pass unread:
Ele fuudpd -much that was interesting ;
much that was calculated to exalt his
wife in Lis -opinion in. respect jo the
~quaities of both “her head and heart. .

Jouven youhave come!™

- g

fover, has. made dreadful havoe.yith |

asked Mr.
able to speak to you.. Since yesterday :

nust hastén to prepace her to mect

he-leined on his arm.  Helen's cyes!

}

I searching the desk, he found in its

: most secret compartments, a large
 packet; carefully envoloped in white
i puper and tied with a riband,  This

- he laid aside until he had examined all

“the loosé and apparently less impor-

tantpapers. TFhis done he touk tho

| chair. which: Helen nsedto occupy, and

Pplacing it at her table, proceeded to
open the  paeket.. It contained, all
Ptue letters he had written to his wife
i efure their marriage; one written by
iher to each of her clildren, to be

i handed to them at a future day; and

i last of all, onu to Ljmself. , This he -
opened with trembling heart. It was
tdated a fow days later than the last he
Preceived from her while in Washing-
' but it was written at intervals
fand with evident effort, - The writing
‘; testified how weak and tremulous wis
"the hand that guided the pens, 1L was
s follows: . SRR
v My dear, dear Hrsband: :
I 'Plie days of your own Helen are
{numbered and almost finished.  Yes
Cterday | solemnly adjuréd Dr. Miller
1o @t e the worst of iy case; and
chesays that-a few weehs must end
my carthly course.  And must we
! ])i;l'i.ﬁ'}rv\'\"l‘ and so svon!  The very
Pmorning of my life s scareely past,
Pand yet L am summoned awey!  How

bshall 1 bear 1o leave my husband-and
. children! : :

*

*

® - -

¢ For many long months past my
{heart Tas seemed a3 iF congealed in
my bosom. und ‘in looking back, all
scems like a troubled dréam.  Have 1
been in o kind of sleep? Thank
“Teaven, T am now awaeke! and iy
heart beats with fervent love and grat”
itude, though sooii to cease heating
forever! o T
De. Miller came in and caught me
in the actof writing; and he perem-_
torily forbids it.  But how can Ten-
tirely refrain? “Porhaps. I may never
speak to you aggin; ‘and T think it will
be a gonsolation to you to rogeive n
letter as from the grave of her you
have loved so faithfully. At least,
1t is n comiort to-me to write, and tell
vou again ‘and again of the love and
sratitude that swell my heapt. 1 think
of vou, aud pray fur you m{ul the deur
chitldren ol the ime. ‘
' . *

*

! ’ e
ft' My dear husband, you were my
idol.” 1 lived only for you and mysslt.
i Happy—0, kow happy An your love.
‘1 Jorgot the hand that “loaded me
"with benefits’—that - showered bles:
Jings in such profusion upon me! |
i needed: all the chastisement [ have
i received, to rouse me from forgettul-
;uess and iogratitade. But O, what
" cause for humiliation, sorrow and re-
arit—that wntil my heart strings were
. breakihg, T shotild never think of con-
fsecrating myselt to Him, who has done
i so muech for me! . Dearest husband,
avoid my example as you would avoid
the paiu of remorsé, aud perhaps, find
l destiuction. . : o
I T have been d source of great un-
i happiness to ‘you, .my dear husband,
§ever sitce we were united.  Had you
tound a wife free from such defiets as
I unfortunatély had,” how happy you
had been!: My only consolation is,
that it was my sineere and donstant
wish to please” you, however' fur L.
camge short of it- . Q. forgive me, for -
every pang 1 ever cost you—and
think ot me with kindness aud lenity,
when any many’ imperfections * cian
troitble you no anore ! . :
J kuow L need not cujoin it ow you,.
my dgarest huwsband, to be kind to my
father;. and to cpnsi‘dcr him during
lie, a3 a parent. 1tis very touching
to sce himiiow. - He retains his wont-
od* self-command but~ looks heart:
broken at the prospect.of lusing his
Just remaining child, O, strive tu con-
‘sole him in his utter loneliness! ~May
hie be sustained by Almighty strength.
Ah, how upworthy am § ofell this
Aove.ahd regret!
S » *

— 3 -
. - »

Perinit me to tequest, deargit, that
you will I;rdisp the children when they
do well. The humun heart needs
“éommendation. for "its encourageient
in the path oirectitude; and” wehave
‘the example o1 our blessed Savior ang
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