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1s qunclpatinn the objdct of the present War,
or [s it to sustain’ the Constitution as it
. is,and restore the Union o8 itwas? :

SPEECH .
S OF K
HIESTER - CLYMER,

‘OF BERKS COUNTY.. " -

PELIVERED IN THE SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA,

uarcH 11, 1862

The Senate -of Pennsylvania having under
consideration the resolutions asserting that it

- “is the unquestionable right and manifest da-
ty of Congress to abblish Slavery: in thé Dis-
“triet of Columbia ; instructing their Senators
.and requesting their Bepresentatives to Con-

* gress, to vote for its total and immedinte gho-
- Jition in said District, upon such terms as may
.ho deemed just and equitable to the -slave
-owners therein,. Mr. CLYMER moved ‘to
~amend by igserting after the word requested,
the words,-** after the assent of the State of

Maryland- and of the peaple of that District

‘hag been oblarned.” . T

- The question beingon the amendment,
Mr. COLYMER said: . - .~ . -
"."Mpr. Speaker, in this hour when the nation
.- -ig struggling for existence, we should be
- ready and willing to devote.all'our energies
- to the furtherance of her legitimate aims and
- purposes, we should, too, be unwilling to do
anything to retard her onward stridestowards
the object she has in view, which is the main-
. tenance of the Constitution as it is, and the
restoration of the Union a8 it was: * )

- :Deeply impressed with the magnitude and
“jmportance .of this ubject, I, as ope of the
* humblesr.members of this body, approach the

consideration of this question, which so.di-,
“reotly and sensibly’affects that great object,

with feelings of deep distrust as to my own

< ability to thoroughly investigate-it, and of

fear,-lest I shiould fail properly to present it

. tothis Senate and the people of this Common-
e r&veplthy: Tu ise question of nature so deliente,
) and’ et so fast in its immediate and" future
- gonsequences, thatif I could impress. every
-Senator with tho same feeling of distrust and
{ear, 'and could inyoke the solemn aspirations

for the common welfare of our common coun-

.try, which that feeling should inspire, I would
feel richly, amply rewarded for the laber I

- am about to perform. . Lo
" Look, sir, at the position of the great Com-
monwealth - which we represent [ The Al-
. mighty for some- good gnd wise purpose, has
+ mado her the vory hoegrt and centre of the Re-
ublio, © Her.weatern .borders skirt the in-
nd seas, and lie upon the river which empr
.. tios into the southern gulf.” On-the snst she:
. .is washed by waters ebbing. from old ocean,
-tha highway of commerce and the pathway
¢o-wenlth, The Alleghenies traverse her cen-
tre, from: north " to south, ferming her back-
. bone, from ‘which stretch out great ribs of
. dron. .She has.arteries of anthracite, and
~eins, of liniestone and marble, through which
. the life-blood of trade and of indusiry courses
in quick und healthy flow. Tnall the elements
, of mertial wealth and progress, in manufac-
dures and in agriculture, she stands to-day
ih'e grandest Commonwealth of the grandest
Lonfederacy that has evor existed ! :
. Thus powerful, thus great, we stand here
placed by the. hand of Gud, between the op-
* posing elements of ruin to our country—be-
-tiveen the blind, fanatical nud mistuken sym-
pathy (at this time I will use no.stronger
derm) of ; the North, and the outrageous and
Adamnable heresy-of the South, = -
~ Weare the natural bulwark befween these
. - contending forces, whichthreaten the very.ex-
istence of Government, and I implore -you
Senatorsto act at this hour,on this questivn as
become the representatives of suzh a State,
with such a position, with such a destiny, and
with such mighty interests committed to her
gharge.  You are wot acting for this State
“ alone, but fora common country ;' not-for the
present mevely, but fur all- time ; ‘not for the
thirty millions of to-day; but for the untold
generations who are yet to be. . - '
-7 The immedinte question for'the considern-
gion of the Senate, is the first resolution,
achich is, ¢ That is the unquestionable right
. and maniyest duty of Congress to abolish slave-
- 2y in the, District or Columbia.”
The SPEAKER.. The Senator will por-
. mit the Chair to remind " him that the ques-
- - tion is.on the amendment offéred by himself,.
-0 insert after the word * requested” the
words ¢ after the assent of the Stale of Mary-
land, and ' of the people of said ‘district hus
" Deen odtained. : :
~ Mr. CLYMER. I am well aware, sir.
- what question. is immediately bofore the Sen:
‘ate; and if the Speaker and the Scnate
.choosa to confine me to the amendnjent offer-
- ed by myself, I shall submit to the decision.
-But, after the amendiment which was provious-
1y offered to the oviginal resolution, the dis-
. .,cussjon tookso wide a soope that I feel con:
- ptrained to ask the privilege accorded to those
who have preceeded me, that I may, in ad-
-dressing the Senate at .this time, embrace
- avithin myremarks,all T have to say, both upon
- the main’ proposition, and upon the. amend-
ment offered by myself, If that priviloge is
oxtended to meo I shall proceed, or else wait
until T have heard the senso of the Senate
apon ‘thoe proposition offered by mysolf.
., Tho SPEAKER. Docs the Seuate so give
its consont ? Lo
he question wag
- the ffirmatiye,
lwnllh;“?ol:]uﬂdAKER: ~The Sengtor from Berks
Mr, CLYME e}
. properly intigﬁ' tgdv;;ns nbnu‘t t9_aay. when
‘Proposition b P y the Chair, that the
. ton befors the Senate is, that it 1
- #he unquestiongply 4y, » LIOL L 1S
Ongress 1o aboliop, ’.’Il it and manifest duty of
olumbia” piy Stavery in the District of
discuss ; and in Proposition I propose to
of history.,

“
ynanimously answered in

order to do
of Qut 80, thercare facts
. 2 22 of plighted faith to bo

- Gonstitation of the

solution is tenable and absolutely. true.

‘[that these logislatures, not having- been

‘{fore the grantee, which was the national

'to abolish slavery with said district, there are

-this territory to.the National Government—

_{ within .the limits of the'ten miles square ; and

1 pose, and objects of the cession at the time it

and 1790 the States of Maryland and Virginia,
in a spirit of kindness, and with th¢'intention
to promote’ the gencral convenience of the
govornment, ceded .ten miles square to Con-
gross for the seatof the national capital. They
ceded one hundred miles of their territory for
this purposs. Now,.gir, by whom and to
whom was this cession made, are the questions
to be considered ‘by this Senate, in order to
determins whether the first position of the rTe-

o
whom was it made? It was made to the Con-
grass of the United States. By whom
was it made? By .the legislatures of
the States of Virginip and Maryland. Hav-
ing been made to the Congress of the United
States for the purposes of a national capital,
it cannot be supposed that the State Legisla-
tures of Virginia and Maryland could have
ceded to that national legislature other, great-
tor or-higher powers .than they thomselves
possessed. Then, sir, if those loyislatures had
not the right to abalish slavery within that’
territory—I mean if they had not the consti-
tutional ability to exercise that power, not

having been elected by the people for that
particular purpose—therefore- it will follow

clothed with. those powers, could not grant
Inture than they themselveés possessed.. There-,

‘Congress, has no greater or other powers
than were granted by those State logislatures
and ag the latter had'not the power or right
to abolsh slavery—that being & power resid-
Jing in the people of thase Stgtes—:ihey never
‘having .conferred it ypon the legislatures
which passed the acts of cession... Congress
cannot have the power to do what. its grant-
ors (the States of Virginia and Maryland)
could not do ; or, in-other words, the grantes
has not or:cannot have” greater powers than
the' grantor "had to. confer. I present this
position in order that Senators, after. duly
considering it, may, then determine whetlier,
it is beyond.the shadow of doubt, that * it is
the ungquestionable right of Gorgress to abolish
slavery in the Dustyict of Columbla,” - .

. This disposes of the first proposition in the
resolution. ', Admitting, for - the sake of the
argument, that there is.an unquestionable
right in Congress to® abolish slavery in that
district, I approach the second. proposition
contained in the resolution, which is *f that
it is the manifest duty of Congress to abolish
slavery therein” In order to determine
whether . it is the manifest duty of Congress

several considerations to be. examined—the
first of which is, what was the object of the
States of Maryland and Virginia in. ceding

and ‘secondly, what was the- object of Con-

gress in aecepting it.? These two points must

‘be détermined, and after théir determination

it will appear whether * it is the manifest du-

ty of Congress” to abolish slavery within the

District of Colnmbig, . First of alk; it is clear

and manifest that the design’ was.to .imake
that territory .the Sent of Government of the
United States. In“the words of Mr. Clay,
“ that was. the great ‘paramount, subsantial
‘object of the grant,”’—that and none other.
.Certainly ,it could never liave entered - into
the opinion. of those Legislatures, or-of “the
peuple residing within the district to be ced-
ed, that it was to ba used, océupied or tréated
for any other purposé thin making the Dis-
trict the seat of the National Legislature. In
order to illustrate this branch of my argument,
L will read from the speech of Henry Clay,
deliveretl in the Scnnte of the United States,
during session of 1850. Ho suys that “ the
objeat of the.grant to Congress was -to make
the District of Columbia the Seat of Govern-
ment of thie United ‘Stateg. - That was the
great, “paramount, substantial ‘ohject.of the
grant ; and in exereising all the powers with
which’ we are’ invested, complete and full ‘as’
they may be, yet the great purpose of the ces-
sion having been to create a suitable, seat of
govornment, that ought' to be-the ‘leading
and controllingides with Congress in the ex-
ercise of this power; and inasmuch as it is
not'necessary  in ‘order to render it a proper
and suitable Seat of Government of the Unit-
ed States, that slavery ‘should be abolished

inasmuch a3 the cession was made at the time,
in o spirit of generosity, ihmediately "after
the formation of the Constitution; when all
was' peace, harmony and concord, and Aivhen
fraternal fecling prevailed -throughout this
Union, when the States of Maryland and Vir-
ginia .in & moment of gensrous impulse and
with feelings.of highregard towards the mem-
hers of this Union, chose to.make this grant ;
neither party could have suspected, that at
soma distant and future period after the agi-
tation of this unfortunate subject, their gen-
orous grant, without equivalént, was to be
turned against them and.the sword was to-be
lifted, as it were, within their own bosoms, to
atrike ab their own hearts. -I do think that
Gongress, asg an honorable body, acting in
good faith, aceording to the nature, and pur-

was made, and looking at. the condition of
‘the ceding States gt this time, cannot, with-
out forfeiture ofall those obligations of honor,
which men of honor and nations of honor, will
respect as.much as if they were found literally-
in so many words in the bond itself, interfore
with slavery in this District, without a violat-
tion of those obligations, not in my opnion,
less sacred or less binding; and if they had
been inserted in - the . Qonstitutiinal instru-
‘ment ilself? Co
- I could not more briefly, or succinetly sum
up the argument as to the purpose of this
grarit, aud as to tho binding obligation upon
this nation to preserve that purpose in the
apirit in which it was made, than was thas
done by that noble Senator-——one of those real-
ly groat men vwho lived and flourished for half
o century, and who, when -they were. among
us, were the props and pillars of the republie,
and whose God-like teachings,- since their
voices are no longer heard, are sainted and
enshrined in the heart. of every man who is
not openly or secretly a traitor to his coun-
try. :

yI have now discussed the resolution in itg
two-fold aspect, as it is before the Senate. I
have examined, first, the nssertion that it is
the unquestionable right, and next endeavor-
ed to ascertain whether it is the manifest du-
ty of Congress to ablolish slavery within the
District of Columbia, I will now discuss the
propriety of the amendment offered by ny-
gelf, which is, ¢ that our Senators he and thay.
aro, heroby instructed, and our Represonta-
tives in Congress. requested, after the assent
 of the State of Maryland and of the people of
said district has been oblained, to vote for the
total ‘abolition of slavery in raid. district, on
suely terms a8 may be deemed just and equi-
ble to loyal slave ownerstherein? That is
the second portion of the resolution, ¥ will
first inquire why the assent of the State of
Maryland should be obtnined # This has
been partially answered in my exposition of
the reagons which'induged the States of Vir-
ginin and Maryland to cede the District of
Columbia to Congress—that in honor:and

other or greater powers to the national legis- |

tiesinterested, at the time the grant was made.
[ say that we have no right at this time—in
this hour of national peril—when fear, dis-
may and terror pervade the Iand—and when
danger lurks in and around the' very capitol
iteelf, and in pyery aquare mile of territory in
its vicinity~~we have no right.to erect within
the shadow of thatcapitol, a powder magazine
(if yon please) for the destryction of the very
State which generously granted that territoe
ry -to the use of the nation. If we gbol-
ish ~ slavery in' the District of Columbia,
wo afford a place for harboring and concenl-
ing free negroes end runaway slaves, from
- which forrays on the adjoining territory will
-be schemed and planned, where ‘arms can he
put into- the hands of slaves jn the sur-
rounding conntry, and from which. tumults,
rebelliong and’ 1asarrections may " he—and

Was, it sir, for any such purpose as this that
the State of Maryland-ceded this territory tc
the nationnl government? Was it to plant’
within her owi bosom the source of her own
des‘ruction ? Had that State supposed this to
Tove heen the inténtion, would she ever havé’
miade -the grant ? Had she supposed this to
be the ultimateresult of hér generosity, would
any such cession have been made ?
ut, sir, it is & truth, sound inorals a8 in
government, that that which we cannot do
directly we have no pight to do by indirection,
Now, it was - one of the avowed purposes of
the Senator from Allegheny, by the abolition
of slavery in the Distriet of Colombia, to in-
troduce an enfering wedge for the abolishment
of that institution in.other portions of the
slave territory. I presentto him aud to this
‘Senate, as honest men, as men répresenting
the truo and loyal sentiments of -Pennsylva’
‘nia, the question whether they dare,abolish
this institution in tho district referred to,
with any such purpose? . ' :
Mr, IRISII. Mr. Speaker, I rise to. ex-
plain, . The Senator from Beiks has attribut-
-ed to' me language that I did not-make use of.
I made no such assertion, thdt the aduption o)’
this measure was intended as an, entering
wedge. I simplysaid it might have a moral
‘bearing upon ‘the institution of slavery else-
‘where, and that in so far a9 it had that bear-
ing T was perfectly will to take the conse-
quences ofit, . . MRS
. Mr, CLYMER. . The Senator from Alle-
gheny stated in his remarks it is the ulte-
rior effects which the adoption of the measure
before Congress for the. abolition: of slavery
in" the District may. have upon’the slave sys-
tem in other portions of the country.” " Tha.
was ono of ‘the considerations offered by that
Senator to idduce this Senate to'vote for- the
resolutions ; ‘and I hold him to his record, to
hig assertions given upon the. record before
his people.- I ask him :in the name of the
people he ropresents=—and I put the question
to every Senator——whother he represents os-
migrepresents his people, when he dares to
do by indirection what he knows under the
Constitution he dare not.do directly ? 'when
h& knows that within the States ha dare not
lay hands-upon tha institution of slavery, un-

tmmrle its - provisions under foot. . I - ask
whether by “indirection they are going todo
that which they dare roi and should not
do direetly. * I put that question to the Sona-
tor, Ile has asserted that the present propo-
sition was urged becnuse of its ulterior affects
on the institution ; and,.sir, I hold him to

march up to the quéstion ‘and say-that whet
he has. already avowed .is-not the real-object
to be nccomplished by his party associates ?

But I will pursue the argument farther.
The Constitution has given power to' Con-
gress to eall out the militia . to-execute -the
laws of the Union, to suppress insurrections
and répel invasions, Dare we, then, in the
face of the express authority ‘granted to Con-
gress to suppress insurrections, do that-which
in the nature. of things must incite insurrec-
tion and rebellion ? Is not Conkress required
to repel invasions and suppress insyrrections?
‘and will Senators here vote to do-that which,
by - their own avowal, will'produce the very
results that among others your Gonstitution
was, formed to preyent ? I put the. question
‘to Senators around nie whether as constituti-
onal and law loving men—as men ‘who un-
der similar oiren stances would ask to have
justiee, the land Censtitution administéred to
them—wheéthor thoy -would call upon Cox-
gress to do thgt which the Constitution is in¥|
tondod to suppress and provent ? .

The next condition I propese hy myamend-
ment is that ‘this action ®hall not bo taken
without the consenf of the people of the
District . of Colambia ‘themselves, -~ Why 80,
sir ? If Congress has unlimited: jurisdiction
within that ™ territory—uncontrolled, unre-
strained by an earthly poser—its condition
is that of the most xibjeufh)n‘chmpeless glavery
evorknown. Why, sir, then there isa popu-
lation of some sixty or seventy thousand peo-
ple who are anamaly in our systam of govern-
mont ; they have norepresentation, nor right
to vote, and yet they ave taxed and made to
feel thulmng of government. Such, tyranay,
if it is t0 bo exercised (as it would be exorcis-
ed by such procgedings ns these) has never
been heard of. f?wm;ld moro hopelossly and
utterly enslave its victinis than acy oppres-
sion I have the -powee. op, will: to describe.
Should they not he heard or consulted in re-
gard to g question whioh nffects, first their
rights of property, next, their happiness and
theik social relationsin life ? Iait possible the
peoFIe’Aof that Distriot, without their cfmsopt.
without their petition and without their will,
should be strinped of all their rights by a
powor not self-imposed of their part and in
which they have not the first icta of represoen-
tation ?. Is it manly ?—is itjust ?—is itright?.
Answer these queitions, Senators. Tell me
whetheritisso—you who are notaffected by this
institution, who havé nothing to do \vith‘ it—
whether the grievance in this matter is so
greab that, as the only remedy, you. must
strip this peopls of property, of comfort and of
many of the dearest relations of life, without
their will or request. Sir, that would be tho
worst, most terrible and most unheard of ty-
ranny that this world has ever seen.

1 next comg to consider the snlgstn.ntm} pro-
position submnitted in the rosolution as amend-
ed by tho Gommittee on Federal Relations,
that this abolition of slavery should not take
place without some provison for the payment
of loyal slaveholders. I have no objection to
the amendment of the Senator frgm Alle-
gheny inserting the word *loyal;” for the
man .who has raised hgnd
ernment. and would dostroy it, has no right
to the protection of its laws, eitheir in life,
person or property.. That Senator, had he
not been horne down by that innate sense of
justice which I know has not loft tho breasts
of all this Senate, would have strue}: out that
amendments made to'higresolution in tho com-
mittfe of which I have thehonor to be a mom-
per. Why should we not make recomponse
to these mon for having their proporty ta-
‘ken ? Is it not deolared in the fifth article of
the Constitation that private property.shall
not be taken for public use without just com-
pensation ?—and that slaves are private pro-
perty who will doubt?" Leaving that question

good faith, we have no right to which do that
wos not within the contonyplation of the per-

stripped of il disguises, I present tho high

will be—incited in the State of Maryland..

‘[ sire was concernéd, he thought it a proper

‘bia. As.to'the other prayer of the patition

authority of the Presidentof the United States;
who has called upon Congyess to assist in pay-
ing for emancipated slave property. It is
property, recognized by law and endorsed by
the President hinfself; ‘and although we may-
vot take it for & public use, yet, if, in obedi-,
ence to a public will be a demand its emanci-
pation, why should not its owners be paid the
full, ample, outsid® pride for the ‘commodity ?

Mr. é)peuker,' I bave_ hitherto -endeavorgd
to confine myself most strictly to'the resolutions
before the Senate. Ihavc uttempted to show,
first that there is at least room for 2 reasona-
ble. doubt whether it is ‘.the ynquestionable
right "of Congress to abolish.sla¥ery in the
District of Columbia.” Thidi§ aguestion for
éve.y. man to decide forthimselfi” Next, I
have e-deavored to slnowtﬂatib ishot * mani-
fest di:iy of Congrass” so fo do, - I Navg fur-
ther attempted to establish that such, action
should be taken upon .thrdé couditions alone
—first, with-the assent ofthe State of Mary-
land, next, with the asssis of the peOplé of
that disirict; and thode tio boing given, that
then' the loy;ml"slaveownegs of that district ;
dand thiose tivo being givent that then. the loy-
al slaveowners of that distriot should receive
just gnd and feir compensdtion fo; their prop-
erty. I have thus essayed to present to the
Senate what are my views upon the question
immediately before it. 7 R

Now, sir, there are portions of history inti-
mately -bearing upon ‘this; = ‘estion, which I
beg leave to présent; so tlirc they niny be
made matters of record, as u portion of this
yuestion. -On 'the 12th of December, 1831;
Mr. John Quincy Adams, in the Congress of
the United States, presented fifteen petitions
from numerous” inhabitants of Pennsylvania,
praying for the :abelition of slavery in -the
District, of Columbia and tie abolition of the
slave trade therein:. *“Sofar-at the latter de-

subject of legislation for Congress; and that
the petitions on thataccount should be reforr-
ed to the Committes on the Districtof Colum-

=_the abolition of slavery in the District of
Colunibhia—he “deemed it his -duty to say that
‘he would not supgorb‘it. ¢ Ho would not sup-
port it! John 3umoy Adniys, born hefore the'
days whon the Qonstitution ‘eas formed, reared
amongst the influences that produced it, edu-
cated by the men who framed it,wasunwilling
to dowhat he know he dared not do without
aviolation of faith, of honor and of justice to
the Feople'of_ that district,” . The next petition
on this sibject was presented in the Senate of
the. United States, in"January 1836, by Mr.
Morris, of Obio, piaying for the abolition' of
slavery in thié District of Columbia. This ques-
tion. was finally. reforred’to a committee in
“Congress; who reported agthe opinion.of that
Houss, (and it was ‘cleajly the unenimous
opinion of Congreds,) ““that Congress possess-
es no-constitutional authgrity to interfere in
any way with the instithtion of slavery in
any of the States 'of the Confederncy ;” next,
it was resolved ¢ that Congress ought not to,

less willing to tear down the Constitution and |

his remarks ; and I ask him whether he da. 5| q

ngainst this gov-{P

interferc in any way with slayery in the Dis-
trict of Columbing? S fuded) - ]
That was tho deliberato opinion of Congréss
in 1836. The first resolution “declaring, that
Congress had no power over slavery in the
States was e mere reprint of the gno présent-
ed in"1790, and adopted at that early day, in
the very first Congress thatsatundor the Coa-
stitution, * that Congress had no power  or
authority overslavery within the States.” This
uestion was not again agitgted in Congress,
(at the least I have found no-record of con-
gressional decisigns in regard to the matter,)
until the question was raiséd, and as thecoun-
try believed, scttled finally by the compromise
measures of 1850, In that year, Mr. Clay pre-
sented u series of resolutions known as the
4 comprom'se measures,” which "afterwards,
althotgh they did not passas individual reso:
lutions, yet passed in the shape of sepa-
rate bills on ench respective subject. The
fifth resolution reads * that it is inexpedient
to abolish slavery in the Distvictof Columbia,
whilst that institution continues to exist in
the State of Maryland, without the consent of'
the peoplo of the District, and without jusf
compensation’ to:tlie ownors within the dis-
trict.” I have endoeavored, in the argument I
liave offered upon the original resolution, re-
ported from the Committoe on Federal. Rela-
tions, to embody, if not the exact words, yet
the veritwble meaning of the immortal Clay.
O, sir, could I present to this Senate the ar-
gument hoadvanced'to thg. NutionalSanate of
1850,upon this subject, when he examined and
supported the same proposition I have: here
-submitted, ivith: the soyl inspiti g energy of
o dying patriot, feeling that ivithout its'pas-
sage the measaro’ would bo (as is intended:
here,) an_entering wedge for the dissolution
of the Union—could I have any pm‘tion of his
elogquence, L concive that I could influence
this Senate as -he.ibflucncod the Senate of the !
United States, and persunde these member.
.ag ho persugded his guditors, that this mea-
gure in itself is inexpedient, and that its pas-
sage will militate againstthe unity, the peace
and concord of this.great and good govern-
mont. But I have no such expectation, I
fear that did I possess tl:e oratorical power
.and eloquence.of that gifted stalesman, it
would bo-useless here ; butif [ hadit, Iwould
exertit; and ifit was notheoded, with qthers,
and not withi ine, should be tho blame.
*.But what ave thé inducements held out to
this-Senate to secute their affirmative action
upon these resolrtions ? I will do tho'Sena-
tor from Allegheny, (Mr. [{usﬂ,)‘ the'justice
to say thab, in arguing ‘this’ subject, ho-en-
deavored to adhere strictly- to tlie question
immodigtely before the Senate, or, in’ the
words of the Senator from Bmd.forfl, (Mr.
Laxnoy,) he confined himself within “the
limits of the ten miles square.” I cannotsay
the samo of other gentlomeu who have dis-
cussed this question—they have wandered
from the pole to the equatur. But what were
the Feagons given by the Sengtor from *Alle
cheny# The first ono was. the offeot it would
fave ypon the two or three thousand individ-
aals who ave to be directly affected by the
adoption of the measurc now bofore Congrass
__the two gr three thousand &laves and the
soveral hundred slave owners in that distriot.
Are the interests, tho happinass, and the otor-
nal welfure of thirty millious of men to be
jenpm‘dizud for the s:}ko of two or three thou-
sand men, either whito or black? Why, in
sudli o consideration, thoy are yqt ng the dust
‘in tho seales, If my proviousargument has
been worth gnything, I have shown that it
would bo consulting tho interests of these
sople that his action should not be had.—
What is the noxt regson advanced by the Sen-
lozhony to induce our affirmative
ald to Gud, sir, ho h[:lxd no{;)‘ud-
od it, for I would then not have been
F&‘é‘éaz to :;xpregs theo feelings I ontértain, He
gays this is s question of gharactor, that char-
acter ig powey ; and in order to propitiate the
aod opinion of England--of England I—just
ghink of it 1 1—the good opinion of England ']
Z_that we avo to do this thing. May God for-
give him! What, England 7—whose virgin
queon, Tlizaboth, shared in the profits of thé
first slave voynge made by an Englishman,
one John Hawkins ! England ?—whose kings,
Charles the second, and James the second,
yworo members of the fourth company author-

ator from A
action? ' I'woul

‘gold: would sell herself to slavery and make

ized to import slaves into tho West Indies—
James the second, heing president of the last
company | England ?—that had the contract
to supply all the slaves to islands ot the West
Indies, fur thirty years, and that put o bun-
dred and forty-fuur thousand slaves into them!
Whgt, England f-—whose very body and soul
ure covered deep, damnation deep, with the
blood of the slave! Is it to conciliato her
friendship, ker good opinion, that we are todo’
this?- Is it to propitiate England, our oldest
and bittarest fos, from whiose iron grip we cs-
caved by the blood. of ‘our ancestors flowing

like water from 76 to ’R3 ; and that Bugland-

who, in our present death-struggle for nution-
al existence, when our life. was ebbing from.
us, when we were lashed to our'cnemies, ap-
proached ug from behind and would have
stabbed us in the back ?—is it to propitiate
the good opinion’ of such a' nation, that we
are tu adopt this'measare? Sir, if more pas-
sion, prejudice and hatred—instinctivi, nation-
al, hereditary hatred—governed my action, and I
had no other réason for-my course on this

question, I woéuld vote as'I am about.td do, to,

manifest my utter detestation.and loathing of
thut government, and to hurl defianca athor.
If I hid no holier, purer or higher motive,
that single one would be sufficient for me. 1
deeply regret that the Benator assigned such
a'reason for his'action. It is'no pleasant du
ty for me to recount the wrongs and injuries
that this nation has received from the country
which should be, if true to her religion, her
language, her literature and her destiny, our
best and traést friend, but-which for cotton and

herself o very harlot amongst the nations, .

.. Mr. Speaker, that was the 'second consider-
ation offered by the Senator from Allegheny,
to.induce our favorable action-upon thisneas-
ure. The third consideration was the ulteri-
or effects which. the adoption of’ thé Weasure
before Congress for the abolition of slavery in
the District of Columbia might have upon the
slave system-in other portions of the country.’

I have had occasion 'tv discuss that point in a/

former portion of my remarks. and I will-not
detain or weary the Senate by recaptulating
it. Suffice it tor me. to say that it is ancon-
stitutional, wrong in morals, wrong in poli-
tied, and wrong in. government to attempt to
do indireetly . that, which under the Constitu-
tion and the laws, we dare not do directly.—
This is my answer to this, his last reason; and
I will do the Senater from Allegheny the jas-
tice to say that these.three rensons are .the
only ones that have been adduced in all this
argument why we should pass this bill.

-1 could stop here in my remarks, and in do-

ing 80 I would feel that I.had answered every’
reason triumphantly 'and fully, but the most’

arduous and to me the moot disngrecable and
-unwelcome’ duty- still remains.” I ‘ap now

obliged to leave “this ten mile square,” whore

‘the resolutions would legitimately locate us,
and trpvel off inta that unboynded space,

through rwhish the Senptors from Bradford | &
\nnd Erig wandered, in order to reach the un- ther

denlydng puiieiple presented by tho resolulions:

Jimniediately befors the Senate..- . -

evor prospercd before.. It is true "that the
foundors of this-nation regretted that slavery
oxisted ; it is true that they would bave abol-
ished it if they could ; but 1t was an existing
fact, and- they, ‘as practical men, who were
dealing with facts, and not in-theories or gen-
timent, treated. it as a fact ; therefore, they
moulded and adopted o constitution adapted
to their exigencies. Sir, from 1790 to 1820,
there was no 'difficulty, no trouble between
the elements composing the original Ubion ;
oue State after another abolished slavery. I
have taken some pains to examine the history
of this mattor, in order to show how- rapidly
the system decrcased in this northern climate
of ours, and how, as rapidly, it increased in
those regions furthor south. As slavery be-
came noprofitable in the New England States,
they abolished it. ~ In the State of New York
it was abolished, commencing in 1790. My
recollection is that this State commonded its,
abolition in 1780, Thus gradually it was
‘wbolished as it became unprofitable’; but to
show how deeply rooted was-this.system in
the minds of the people of that-day, I will
merely state that although the slave trade had:
been abolished by tlie Continental Congress
in 17706, yet-in the convention that formed the
Constitution in- 1788, o provision was mcor-
porated into thiat instrument that the slave
trade should not be abolished fortwenty yonrs
thereafter, until 1808 ; and this was done at
the request of several of the New England
States conjoined with Georgia and’ the Ogro-
lininns, If' T am wrong in-historical data, it
is not intentional, as I um.endeavoring to re-
Inte: fuots without referring to notes, Dyring.
this interval of time, Pennsylvania having
adopted n system of gradial emancipation,
the institulion of slavery soon expired in. this
State. * In the year 1780, I believe, the first
abolition society in the country was formed in
the city of Philadelphia. +In 1790, that abo-
lition society; presented a .imemorial to Con-
gress praying for the abolition of the slave
trado, and the genceral ameclioration of the
black race. That petition was received, and
after rosgeotffx] consideration there was.adopt-
ed that first resolation which has been. the
basis of pvery resoluiion on the subject of
slavery since that day—'"that Congross has
no power to interfere with slavery',within tho
States.” " That was in 1790, immediately afr
ter the formation of - the Constitytion. ~Fhat
opinion of Qongress was bascd upan the opin-
jons of men who formed that ,qux'xstitutloq,
and upon the universgl sontiyment.of the men

-{of that day. Afterwards, tliere weroe other

abolition societics fornjed.

‘questiop of slavery, aroso in 1820, upon the
question’ of the admission of the State of Miss-
quyi into the Union.  Then thorewas trouble.
‘and difficulty iu the country, happily settled,

ject,

The first great difficully in rcgp.fd to this

however, through a compromise of the friends’

God and under the - Constitution a3 no nation | the re-establishment of this government,. If

.he means by the re-establishmers of thisgov-
ernment, the preservation of the Constitution
a8 it is, and the Union as it was, I join, with
him ; and, with him, I wauld spread fire an
‘brimstone not ‘only 6ver rebel soil in .the
South, but over soil;, North ot South, whereyer
sccret treason or open rebellion exists. -And
believing that it exists here in thée Norta, b
this war made upon the.Constitution, upon
the President, upon the lender of our aroiies,
for unconstitutional purposes, I wonld spréad
it thiok and fast 7ight kere, "~ T AL
- 8ir, if I know anything of the politisal
party to which I have thy'-hondr tg belong,
i

ty, I have stated, truly, emphatically and

They nre not for slavery or against iti:” Thdy

aro for it ohily astha Congtitytion. finds iti—

They arc neither for or ngaibdtany particu-
lar government, but they are for’ths goyerp--
mont undgr the Congtitution as it is, and for
the Union as it was! Lhey gre for this Cop- -
stitution nnd ' Union intact ; and if I'undery
stand thetn' they will strike down Noith and
Soyth, whatever stands between them 'and

“That is their proposition undisguised ; dnd it -
is well to be known liere ‘ind now that such
is the determination "of that great party.—.

updn sympathy ‘with -trditors dnd all idegs
based upon a design to acquire power fro

hostility to a particular institution; they will
strike down Doth alike, for they are both ag-
cursed under the Constitution ; and Béing so,
we the democracy, whom I clgim’ k
been true and loyal to this -government in
.every wary it all our history—we will sog thal

corrupted. 'Fhisis the mission 'of the Demo:
cratic' party.  For that it wyos founded b
Jefferson and Madison,. and jig pringiples iJ-
lustrated by Jackson ‘and s hast of wortlijos,
who'are now sniuted patriots, whose miémorieg,
are onshrined in the hearts of theit coiinjtrg-
men, and who will be worshipped as long oig
there is one stone upon anotherin the texpplp
of liberty. T
But, says  the- Senator from Bradford; if

‘conld go .pn from pge to age prospefously,
with
elingd— . . S e
“Mr. LANDON: The Senntor-is nok right,
sir.- I wish to be rightly represented. I
want the wholé of the quotation. = = -
- Mr. CLYMER. [Reading from
of Mr; Landon in the: Jecord:] * *‘God hag.»

darker than mine; but if they are copablg,
of eujoying freedom, libcrgy .and the ‘pursuif
of happiness, it is your .duty to- give it to

1infidel ; butif we, as & nation,-can hold up

1 “'ho Senator from Bradford, who has wind. | nod the peopie wore aguin satisfied ; wo wers | fied; Happy nnd-great, eseaping all thé'eanse-

ened the scope of this -discussion,- stated that | once upon our carcer of materinl and nation- i
and that he would | 8 wealth, progress and strehgth, swhei this | and oppression—"’ :

‘a3 did the | foul spirit of discord .nnd- disunion agnin ap-
old Greeian, so that every one. might be able | peared upon the borizon. In 1831, if I mis-| Mr. ELR. 18 er.} 1
| o | take not, an abolition -paper was established | this, "if. aniything, would "constrdin  iieinop

r- | only to question tho bible, but to.doubtrghe

he intended to be frank,
liold up before his heart .o mirror,

‘0 see what was theroin.” I propose to do th
same,

am -obliged to say unkind and “un velcome [ 180D,

it is not because the discussion is of | that the Constitution was a ey !
devil and «a covenant with hell,?? and that this

I come here as-the champi- Uition ‘must ‘be dissolved, 1Mis e'ﬂ'u;'ts were nH’d-'not'ﬁlel‘e'_tllcol'y» that abolitio

things,
my own seeking, but becsuse.it Dhas boen
forced apon me.
on .of no particular interest under the Consti-
tution.. I come here to defend that.instru-
ment from agsaults from within and without,
no matter whether thoy come from the north
or the south. Planting myself utpon its broad

foundations, I will defend our great legacy of |.

freedom, despite tho threats of men, no mac:
ter to-what party they belong, I. am mota
member of any political organization in oceu-
pying this position. In yiew of the issue in-
volved-~the perpotuation-ot the eternal prin-
oiples of justice—I focl raised above the
paltry considerstion: of .tho partizan, and am
willing to vise or fall ypon thet vital issue.—
What is thgt instramont? and by whom was,
it made? ‘I'he Constitution was made by the
people of these United States. (the then thir-
teen colonies,) for then: and fur their desgend-
ants forever, It was the result of the com:-
bined wisdom and the mature feflection of the
thivteen . original States, with.a full nnder-
standing of their condition and wants at that
time, and  of the probable: future wants and
the requiremonts of their eountry and poster-
ity. Such ds it is, as they formed.it, and we
find the instrrment with ‘the alterations that
in time becano necessary. It is now the
written law o/ the land, and the expressed
will of the people—the only one that in gov-
ernmentgl matters and subjects of state or hn-
tional policy binds my conscience--the only

gne that a man true to his' duty, to his God,
and to the best interests of his country should
gver-subscribe to.
carth ‘than the written Gongtitytion of the

I know no higher law on

United States; and in mafters of government,

Ik .ow -no higher rule-in henven, for ‘the
equial ¢nd exact justico of its law- harmonizes
with the attributes of Divinity itsclf.
who attempts to set up a higher authority T

He

roolaim to pe either -a fanuetic or o traitor,
o may choose the alternative, but one or the

other ho must bo, and iz, I have stated thnt
tliis Cunatitution was ‘made to suit the condi-
-tion of our ancestors of the thirteen original
States,
the ohild of compromise—and to-day it is the
strong living man of compromise; and when
you tuke away that life-giving, substantial
nouvishment, the man will sicken aid die.—
Now, sir, there wore adverse interests and
opinions entertained by our forefathers rep-
resenting theso Scates whed they formed the
federal compact; but in spirit of amity,. of
coneession und fraternal fealing, those adverse
elaments were settled and received expression
in the writen law.
we, their decendants. tho progency of those
thirteen original States, are bound to'the en-
forcement of every word and letter in thytin-
strument.
were obliged to treat in the bost manner pos-
sible the condition of affairs then existing.—
There was then, unfortunately for us, (but it
was ontailed upon us by that ngland, whose

It was the result of compromise—

And I say to-duy, that

In framing its provisious thoy

zood will we aro to-day asked to congiliate,)
a species of property throughout the country,
which required to bo peculiarly protected. If
it atfempted to escape, they provided n rom-

edyfor its return : they préperd the means

fyr suppressing the insurrection raised By it;
and they made it an eclement
strength and power, giving to it the
representation for three-fifths of its number.
They regogoized its right of representation,
for at the time the Constitution was formed
thore was hut ono Stato of the original thir-
teen that was non-slaveholding. Therefure
the Constitution was formed by men and the
representativos of men who were interosted

an clement of polirical
right of

~And if in discussing thig ‘question I|in the city.of Boston, by William Lloyd-Ga

He put up as the motto of that paper.
“league with. the

persistent and constant, and the paper origi-
nated and arvouged a spirit within this people
which being founded upon fanat'cal sympathy
grew and increased until it resulted in tho
formation of u mighty party. - ‘

" This brings me to the assertion of thie Sen-
ator from Biadford, that “slavery and slave-
ry alone is the causg of all our.troubly,” that
without ‘it there-would'be no war—all would
have been peace;” concord and happingss.
Suppoge, sir. by.way of illustration, that'in a
 densely populated city there was a’ magnaing
of powder, (a perfectly logitimato, lawful oh-
ject of trade and commares, useful dnd indis-
pensible in its way as applicable to the wants
and necessities of men ;) suppuse further, that
‘this magazive has been located by authority
of law, long beforo that great city has grown.
up around and about it, that the law by which
it existed was fixad and uanalterable, except
by the consent of the owners of that magnzine;
suppose, however, that some infuriated nal-
man—some one with. hell in” bis heart and
savaga hate in hiy soul—should conceive that
this powder $hould nob :remain within tho
limits of that city, that he would remove it,
even if in so doing he ‘blew . up the city and
hrought upon it utter ruin_and desolation.—
Suappose, sir, that despite gll the efforts of the
citizens and of the officers of tho law, he
should seizn a torch and apply it to that mag-
azino and blow it to the skivs, scattering death
and rain over the scene which before bad ever
witnessed the hum of industry. and the joys
of prosperity?  Answer-me, sir? was it'tlie
magazine of pow ‘eér which cnused the ruin,
or was it not rather the fiend who fived it? -
Mr, IRSTAND, [aside,] Both,

Mr, CLYMER, Aye, the Senator says hoth,
and so say L. ‘Phat was the answer. I hoped
to extort, o . .
. Mr. LANDON. Idi2notanswerthe Seaator.

Mr. CLYMER. The Senator from Lancas-
ter answered *'both.”? T agree with him that
it was both, that it was those miserable, das-
perate tricksters and politicians of tha South,
using the institution of slavery, planted in
their midst by their nneestors for henevolent
purposes, ns a means to excite the foelings of
thoir people ; it was thay, sir, and the equally
misgnided—shall I not suy the triitorous f—
men of the North, who, aiding and abetting
those other men in their u}ischievoufxdesngus,
actuated by tho sanse hellish intention, (that
I never ¢ould fathom,) gave them the means
to blow up thia fubric of Gaverument,

I here desire to sny that if there is gny one
who has g right to feel desperately rovonge-
ful ngaiust those traitors of the soath, (I do
not mean the people generally, but the Davis-
os, Floyds and Yaneoys,) it is n man like my-
self—a northern Democrat. I have had no
partnor lot in bringing this torrible calamity
upon the country ; I, and thogo who ncted
with.me, have endeavored te seeure to all see-
tions their every right; and ‘if I was.only
governed by prejudice, if T could disregard
tho Constitution and the laws, I eould see
those leaders go down! down!l down!!!
Sir, it is only my love of the Constitution, my
bolief in its efficienoy for all our national ills
and grievences, and my hope that it will be
vestored intact, uninjured, that provents me
in my foelings of indignation from being driv-
cn to some desporate position. do not de-
fond theiv institution of slavery; T morvely

in slave property, and who very sensibly pro-
vidoed for thoir interosts in’the constitutionul
convention, I repeat, they had to treat tho

gubject as they found it. They did so treat
it, and the result was, that from 1790 tol820

quences divinely thregtcned ageinst injustica

Mr. LANDQN. That is correct; . *

very gxistenee of tho Deity, himself.”? | lez
Mr. LANDON. | I‘ond)otrsefa at. " 3
Mr. CLYMER, Sir, it is an adm

e

to infidelity. It has produced thatiresult in:

the Garrisons, Giddings, Smithg-and other .
shining lights of that faitl F'thé Sena-
tor from Bradford Fmv lo by being
the exception, he will | nate.  In
order; sir, to.save him-fi 0, consa:

quencos of such. 4 résy.lﬁyl-'anuld oinfhim
to'thelife and teachings of Him whose mis;
sion was® * peaco’on pirth gnd good will to-!
wards men.” - Born and reared in Judea, &
jprovincg of tho Roman Binpire, in whidh sla-
vory existed iny ifs worst forms and in fright-
ful numbers, there hojng sixty lﬁillio‘ns of

them, it is to say. the least yemark

ngwhere in 41l his teachings do we find tha

institution directly or indirectly condemned,

Lvery other sin, every other vice he denounc-

ed and wveproved. It was Iis niission to re-

buke vice wherever he found it. ITe wasnof

wived by powers or principalities; ho taught

the trne faith as it was gommitted to him,and

if that system of slavery was morally wrong
—was the * sum of ull villainies ”—why did -
not JIe denounce and 'rebuke it? Ts it'pos-

tution of the  Nowun empire should along
buve escaped Iis denunciation dand rcproof,?
Oh, no, sir! I will not—cannot believe it.” In
order to'do so, I must thraw awny my'Bible,
with the Senator from- Bradidrd; and forges
the toachings of {Iim who walkoed by thg ses
of Gulileo. ~Dut this T cannot, will not do.—
I desivg, for puyselfand for all others, td par-
take more fregly and moro truly of the spirit
and teachings of ‘the Llsssed. founder of our
Faith., By so doing, lhow much of presei t
bitterness and sorrow might have been yyvoid-
eid; how ensily might we have p‘sca’ppd allour
present difficulties ; how love and ponce'i\'o;;'l'
now reign instead of "anurehy and- discord;
and how this. country would have "bounded
onward in, that.mission for which she -was
gurely destined by God himself, and’ from
whicl, as I believe in thiut God, she cannot
now ho turned. o : T
“Agaiu, sir, in order to save the Senator
from Bradford from tlie sin of infidolity, X
would point- him to the lesson teught' the
world by the struggle of 17706, _"Dxd'nut God
sustain, support and domfort us’in those dn}{k
and gloomy years of:thit soven years’  wav2
Suvely Ilis "arm sustained us; surely Ilis
voice comforted us ; and yet sir, Iis chiefin-
strument for onr deliverance was GEORGE
WASIINGTON, the Virginian and slave:
owner ; but, sir, aocording to the Senator from
Bradtord, he must have been accursed in thé
sight of God. N
Again, sir, wore not the generals and the
rank and file of the reyolutionary army most
of them slaveholdors ? . Surely, sir, for all the
States were slave-holding say2one.  And-yet,
with this inculivs of slivery upon them, God,
in IMis mereifal providence, sustained, sup-
ported hd upheld them. Ifo, sir, allowed « -
nation of slaveholders and slaveawners to
achiove their indepondance, and nssert their -
true position among the nations of the em'th.
But ﬁis kind proyidenee did not end ‘hores
ITe permitted us to go on- prespering, and to
prosper.untﬂ t\)_e year 1861, Iavingdong this
in the past I will not, cannot doubt, Iis mer-
cy, His protecting dare and support in the fu-
ture. I will rely upon 1lis mighty arm, on
1lis save protevtion, rather than.on the mis-
{ guided and famationl toachings, on the wild

accept it because the Constitution recognizes * rayings of men who*are willing and propared
t. - Where such roeognition is made I recog-, to'cast aside ITis word when it confliets with
in'ze it—not one whit more, not ono whit lerg. their finite ideas of ngh_t and justice. “Thia
There I leave it. There, in Gods' name, T has been the rule of nction of - Providence in
implore overy ome to lenve it; as” onr fathers times past ; and aetiug wnder immutable and

left it to us: leave it under God and under eternal prineiples, I cannot doubt the results

God and under this govern
its own destiny and all may yet be well.

The Senator from Bradford said thub_hnI 3
this country prospered under tho blessings of | would sweep away aught that intorfores with

ment to work out of the futyre. ~ The past is the mirror/of the

futuve. In it we read «with unertlug covtuin:
lt_\} dll that has been, all that can be,'.:: <
) | Concluded on foyrth page.]

and with which I act from convictioné of du- .

fearlesaly their views upon this'guéstion.— "

this intact: Union and .intact Constitution,.— -

While disrcgmding» all mere desires Based -

ava pver .

this Canstitu tion. reipnins vnchanged Sudun~ -

this connry could be restorsd to peace,snd, .

this institution jatget, he yould b in- .-

tho sjjeech . -

made .cortain men with their fnces 4 little - -

them ; and woe to the government, sooner o " - .
later, that refuses to"do it, and throws itself
of Mr. Olyy and other:lerding and distin- | athwart their pathway of propress. I amio
uished patriote. . Froni that time up to 1831,
o wus littlo or nothing said upon thissub- | and perpetuate slavery, nge after:ape, sang:
- Prior to that. year all:was peace. and | tion it legally nnd christen it ecolesinstically,
happiness ; the -storm; of 1820 had’ subsided, | gnd at the snine time prospar ourablves, bo.

Mr. CLYMER. [Reading further.] ¢Then

miftdfict
nigh leads .

nble that' -

sible that this most stupendous, social insti- -




