.

1

V.

“OUR_COUNTRY—MAY IT ALWAYS BE RIGHT—BUT, RIGHT OR WRONG, OUR COUNTRY.”
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AMERICAN-VOLUNTEER.
iwnmpqg:n EVERY THURSDAY MORNING BY
JOHN B. BRATTON.
- TERMS. .
"8UBsCIPTION.—Ono Dollar and Fifty Cents, paid
in advance; Twe Dellars if paid within the year;
and Two Dollars and Fifty Cents, if not paid within
the year. These.terms will be rigidly.adhered to in
overy inatance. - No subseription distontinued until
all arrerrages arc paid unless at the option of the
Editor: e R
" ApvVERTISBMENTS—Acoompanicd by the oAsir, and
not_oxcocding ono square, will bo inserted three
simes for' One Dollar; and twenty-five conts for anch
additional insortion. .Those of & groater length in
tion, ", - P D1 T,
. Pr}g;ﬁs‘;‘?m{na—éSuoh as Hand-bills, Posting-bills,
- Pamphlsts, Blanks, Lakols, &o. &c., exeoutdd with
- mcouracy and at the shortest notice. .

~ Fisclwons,

"Xd‘v'énturd of an 'Orphan Boy.

Toward the latter part of the summer of 1840, o
1ad of pré}i_o'usossing appearance entered the beauti-
fal town of G——, situated at the foot of Senaca
- Lake, New York, noar the centre of the Stato. "He

bad travelled from the western part of Ohio, where
his father, a widower, had died from one of thoso
-malignant fevers so common in newly made coun-
tries, while oversecing the cultivation of a large
troct of land, in order to regain a_fortune lost du-
ring the disastrous speculations of 1836,

‘Being an only son and léft nmong strangérs ot

the death of his father, Goorge Wentworth resolved

" to' leave Qhio, and removo to the State of New
York, for the purpose.of trying his fortune in any
manner that chunce might offer. He had passed
through soveral towns and villages on his route,
without: mesting with anything Yo attract his atten-
tion, until réaching T——, * This fine town, with its
lovely lake and fine scenery struck his funcy; so he
determined to obtuin employment if possible, and
make it his future home.

While walking along:the principal street of the
shady avenue ovarlooking the lake on which were
located several fine churches and other public build-
ings, he saw o large orowd of people assembled
around a newly erected liborty pole, in front ¢f one
of the principul hotols. On approaching the spot,

- he found it was-a political meeting, held for the
purpose of -raising the pole and making party
spocches, - - . e n
Our horo forced ‘his way into the crowd just as
they wero raising the * Stars and Stripes,” with the
names of their candidates to the top of the flag-
“staff. The flag had searcély feached half-way, the
onthusinam being at its height, when the cord|
- twisted and carght in the littlo wheol at the.top.~—
. They pulled -and tried overy way, but were unable
‘to roise or lower the flag n single inch,” The excite-
‘ment and cheering censed, and zll eyes were turned
to the lialf-masted flag. = A portion of the oppesition.

party, who were grouped a little in the rear of the
main body, began to jeer and joke about the appa-
rontly bad omeon, to the evident discomfiture of their

opponents. N ! .
Atlength, Judge S ,.editor and publisher of
the G— Journal, thon a candidate for Congress,
offered fifty dollars to the person who would -cliinh
tho ataff and draw the cord through the wheel.—
The utmost gilonce reigned for soveral minutes, but
‘10 one adveuced to make the daring trial, =~ =
ill 'no “one volunteer ?” shouted the judgo,
strongly oxcited as o peal of loughter went up from
the ranks of ¢ho opposition. P L
The chuckle had searcely died awany, however,
B heforo George, with: his cap and shoes off stepped
" tefore the Judge, and with a confident look ox-
Aaimed—= ., oo 0T . :
“Yes, sit; I'l elimb it?” .. . ..
* #¥ou, 'my lad; are you strong-enough??
. #0h, yes, sir; Iam used to olimbing.” ~ ,
“Thon .go ahead niy little Spartan,” said the
', judge, at the same time giving him an encouraging
pat upon the shoulder. .- ' )
Steadily, hand over han
pole in & wanner that proved him an export clim-
ber, Géorge made his way to the very top of -the
. 8taff, which was so slender that-it swayed to and
fro with his weight.- Nothing daunted, he wound
his legs right and left around the pole, and with his
right hund untwisted the cord.. Shouting fearlessly
to those  below to hoist away, he clung on till the
flag fairly roached the top, and thén slowly de-
scended. . .
The cheers. that now rent the air wero torrifie—

univeranl shout, - :
- After ‘the excitoment had 'somewhat subsided,
Judge 8—, looked upon the boy with admiration,
and took out his pocket book to pay the promised
reward. toe . o .
‘ George noticed the aotion and exclaimed—- .
“Keep your money, sir, I want no pay for help-
ing to raise an American flag. . '
i  Nobly said, my little man ; what i your name ?”
- inquired the Judge. - T E
“ George Wontworth, sir; I am an orphan, and
& just arrived here.in senrch of employment,” replied
R “our horo, his bright oyes glistening. with a tear.
“Well, you,shall live with me,” exclaimed the
Judge; 1" take care of you.for the future.”
Sw e s T8 @ @ ow

Pive yenrs have passed away.since George Wont-
worth had been a member of his benefactor's fami-
ly. In the meantimo, Judgo S. had. been dofeated

liated into the mystories of the “ Art of Arts.” .He
had begome o grent favorito with the .eitizens, and

It was Whispered in private oireles that he was to
bo'the envied husband of the beautiful and accom-
plished Ida, the Judge’s only daughter. But this

the college swarm around the unacknowledged idol
of his heart. Poor youth! had ho known the real
4 stato of Yda's feeling the thought would have almoest
2 - turned his brain ; and could he have interpreted the
glozm of joy that flashed from her eyes whenever bo
uttered o noble sentiment or sally of wit, it would
haye filled his soul with ecstacy and delight. .
- ‘One fine diy in the-latter part of June, Ida, her
father and George, wore enjoying a sail on the lake
in their trim little yncht, the Swan—which had won
the oxip at'the Inst regattn undor the management of
:lqr ::ero;_who bwll:s tjt.n.udifng with his hand on the
a8t gazing-at the beautiful scenery on the opposite
Ji!ho.:n;.&hy Judgo hold the tiller u.n}('i Ida wugplean-
ng over the side of the bog} trailing her protty hand
through the olear water of the liko, when a sudden
gust of witid oarreoned the yacht so thatshe lost ber
‘balance and foll into the water, George loard tho
-#plash made by Ida, and before the Judge could ut-
.tor a cery, he had kickod off his light suniner shoes,
.atid plunged in to her rescue.. Being o skiltful and
-vigorous swimmer, he came up with tho struggling
-£irl before her clothes allowed her to sink, and en.
tv_vjning her waist. with his left arm, struck’ out-with
his right, and kept hor above water till the Judge
tirned the boat and came to their relief. In a fow
mhoments they wore safo in the boat again, and Ida
& .Soon recovered from tho cffects of her unexpeoted
4 bath. Tho old Judgoe embraced George and ex
g - claimed, with tears starting from his eyes:
3 “God bless you, my dear boy, you have saved my
q . dg}:ghtor'a .ht‘o,' how can, I eyer ropay. you 7"
: " By saying nothing about it,” roplied George.
LN § owWe yon a’thousand times marb than 1 can ev-
:6F topny, and-am too bappy in heing able to ronder
'ov’i‘lllx t!;xa allight service’ ., .. .
. . *he lovely Ide oould sny wothing, her heart was
overflowing, but she gnzddypxj her pg’aaei-ver withwun
-exprossion which told volimbs. Her fathor obsorv-
:Bd,!mr. earncst, loving glance; and. began - to guess
"the'true state of -affairs. - He was not proparad for
it, and in silence he turned ‘the-boat toward -the
# -shore. They renched home wirh feelings far differ-
:ent from those they had atarted with. .
The following morning, Goorge recelved a notice
Yo moot the Judge in hig library. His heart beat
Wllsuy—whnt con it mean?
teslc‘he AT udge had getermined‘ to put him to & severe
8 8oon as Geor, i
mm‘flged e ‘goentered Ll'm llbraliy’he oom-
2 Binge becoming aninmate of my famil Georgo
%ﬂu have conduoted yourself in mf honofxllblo n%ui
I‘,:‘;'tby manner; performing every duty cheerfully
; uMnegltmg,mg none. You aro now of age; and ca-
‘%500% of doing business for yourself. I have placed
o in the bank at your disposal ; you can nse this
. 28 you think praper, or let it xomain on inte-
Pk or you can take charge of my officc under n
¥y of fifteen hundred dollars & year. In eithor

i
2
3

-himself h

.| time George had left the home

d, his foot clutching tho

every body, opposition and all, joining in with one.

by his political opponent, and Goorgo bad beea ini-

was looked upen as tho ‘adopted son of thée Judge..

- Goorge had not.dared to dream of ; ’tis true he nev- | -
or folt 80 happy as when in her prosende, and it did |
make him twitch to see the foppish students from | .

ocaso you must leave my house for the pr:aacnt.——
What do you think of my proposal ?” )
George was complotoly bewildered and stammer-
ed forth a requost to be allowed a few hours for con-
sidoration. This being granted, he repaired to his
room and throw himself on thé bed in a paroxysm
of grief. Could the Judge have gussed what he
ad hardly dered tohope? Whatright had
he to his benofactor’s daughter and fortune? None!
Ho would smother his feclings, and earn an honor-
able living by his own exertions. o
‘Various wore the rumors set afloat by the scandal
mongers of G , a8 to tho causo of ryoung
Wentworth leaving his patron’s mansion, but their
inuendoes were unheeded. . His brow wore a more
thoughtful expression, and his cheoks grew paler.—
The Judge acted toward him in s straight-forward,
frank manner, yet never addressed him in tho kind,
fatherly tones as had been his wont before the inei-
dent that occurred on the lake. If he chanced to.
meet Ida in-his walks, a friendly nod was all that
passed ; still she felt that his looks botrayed him, for
the warm blood gushed from his loving heart, and
tinted his chook with the tell-tale blush, and he che-
rished the ploasing thought that her looks were bea-

| ming with loye and hope.

A little more than a year had passed from the
) € of those he loved.——
It was the eve of a Exoits t ran
high, and Judge § was again a candidate for
Congress. For several wecks o series of ably-writ-
ten artioles had appeared in the Judge’s paper.—
They were nddressed to all olasses-—farmers, mechan-
ics, and laborers. The original and vigorous style,
clear, convincing arguments, deep and profound rea-
soning of these articles, invariably carried convie-
tion to the parties to whom they were addressed.—
All the newspapers of the party of that Congression-
al district copied them, and ouriosity was on tiptoe
to discover the author, as they were simply signed
by two little # # ., The election passed off, and
Judge B——— was elected by a large majority.
' Late one.night, while Ida and her father wero re-
turning from o party given in honor of his election,
they observed a light in the printing-office, As the
establishment was ususlly closed af twilight, it ap-
pearod strange that it should be lit up at that hour,
so the Judge dotermined to learn the cause, - Re-
questing his.daughter to nccompany him, they walk-
ed up stairs and quietly entercd the office. A sight
met theii gazo which cuused the heart of one of them
to leap violently. At the desk, a short distanoe from
the door, sat Geurge, fast asleep, with his head res-
tiny; on his arm. . .

As Ida's. father, stepped forward to awaken the
Eleepar, he ohsorved a political essay lnying open on
tho desk, and o froshly writton article with the mys-
terious #* attached. The truth flaghed upon the
Judge in o moment—he was indebted to Goorge for
his success! He bockoned to Idan, who camé trom-
bling to his side. Just then they saw by the flick-
ering lamp o smile pass over the slumberet’s face,
and he mutterel the words ¢ dear Ida,” in a'tender
tone, . : .

0, father1” exclaimed the loving girl affection-
ately, throwing her arms around him ; ““ do let George
come home again., It is surely no sin for him to
love me!” - C o )

Awaokened by the sound of Ida’s voice, Goorge
looked around confused, and as he saw Ida.and her
father, he endeavorod to hide the mangscript. 'But
the Jndge stopped him, laughing, saying:

“Xb won’t do, young rascal, you are fuirly caught,
found out—talk in your sleep, will you? ha! ha!
but come here, take Ida, and be happy. I know
shie loves you. .-Ha! ha!” C .

Georgo was bewildered and ‘transported-—he had
been -awakened from o pleasant dream to o bright
reality. . "~ - o - ;

‘Matters were soon explained, and the warm-hear-
ted Judge, after blessing them both, promiscd to see
them married before he started for Waghington.

CmiNesE Views oF Deari:.—Theré is noth-

+h )

|ing in the Chinese ¢haracter more striking

than the apathy with whick- they undergo

| affliction, or the resignation with which they
- Y beéar them.—There is 80 ‘much elastioity: in
- | their disposition, that the most opposite chan-

ges in their condition produce but little effect.,
A coolic can.admirably ape the dignity of the’
mandarin when promotéd, and, a disgraced
official or riined merchant who formerly bhad
lived in luxury, dppears little to regret the
change he hag undergone, There is no fear
of denth amongst-them, though.they have a
character for cowaidice. It ia true they have
the relics of the dead constantly. before their
eyes. The country is'covered with graves,
and in many places about Shanghai the coffins
are openly exposed in the ficlds. They are
even kopt.in the houses until.a propitious day
arrives, for the burial, montha ' passing: by
sometimes befote the hody is removed.. When
the the coffin is decayed, the bones are care-
fully gathered; and in a country ‘walk one
very often comes upon jars containing ** potted
ancestors,” Money is saved for the purchase
of acoffin, and itis put by till ready for use.
The first time I saw this was in a little cot-
tage near Shanghai.. There was an old cob-
webbed coffin in the corner. Taskeda youn

lad why it was there. - He quietly pointec

with his thumb over his'shoulder to his grand-
mother, standing close by, and said it was for
her! She was very old, and was nearly wear-
ing out the coffin before she ‘was put into it.
At funerals females are hired to do the *in-
consolable grief”’ parts of the performance.
It seems very ridiculous that  such customs
should be kept up 'when it is known by every-
‘body that the mourners howl for hire. They
:certainly work. hard for their .money, and
their piteous moans would be heart-rending if
they were real. - .

An Extraordinary. Snoke Story. .

The- Claiborne (Louisiana) Banuer, or one
of its correspondents, is responsible for the fol-
lowing: o B

. About the year 1829, one E. Barker moved
to Bayou Kisatchie, in the southern portion of
‘Natchitoches Parigh. . During his travel there
had been a quantity. of rain, which made it
necessary that every thing should be sunned.
One of the feather-beds ﬁud,‘by accident, a
'hole torn in it about an inch square. This
hole was patehed while it lay on 8 brush heap
sunning.
this beg were troubled with dreams of snakes,
and, often its occupants actually belioved a
snake was in bed with them, and woild bounce

alter a vigorous and unfruitful search.: Two
geqrs after Barker came to Kisatchie, the el-

est daughter was married to J. W. Brown,
and took this-bed home with her ; yet its sleep-
ers contined to be troubled with visions of
snnkes, and an occasional search was made
for the intruder, . Four years after this mar-

put.upon this bed,

About ten o’clook he was heard calling for
his son-in-law, “ John, John | come here quick,
Y say, a snake is in my bed!” Lights were
had, and though every nook and caorner was
searched, no snake was found. All retired
again, but were soon to be startled by the old
man’s excited cries for help and lights, as if
he washolding something with all his strength,
John- went to him thinking he had-the night:
.mare; but, to his surprise, found him wide
awake and holding something with all his
might. - After searching under the covering,
it wa's found to be a snake on the inside of the
tick among the feathers. It was pulled out
and found to be quite strong and active, and
was ‘ghout seven feet in length. Now the

uestion is for naturalists to solve, how did
this snake subsist’ among the fenthers; as it
must have been in there%or 8ix years without
food of: any kind or water? The tiocking was
new when the hole was torn, and there never
had beer but that one hole in the bed, until
one was cut to pull the snake out,

We' give this.as strictly true. John W.
Brown and his wife are still living, and will|
asgert the snme agabove, Their. post-office is

Coushate Chute, Louisiana.

" Not long afterwards the sleepers on |

out’ of bed in great alarm, but would return |.

riege Barker visited his daughter, and was |-

How Judge H--.... Melged to"Unload: the
. .Steanthoat.

A friend of ours, who wasan eye-witness to
the fact, related to us an amusing circumstance
which occurred while Judge H—— presided
on the bench in this district. < )
On.a peculiar occasion. after his appoint-
ment business called him to liberty, ang while
there meeting with some of his oid associates
at.the bar, got into a convival mood which las-
ted several days, and on- going out he looked
rather the worse for wear. fn crossing the
river at Owen’s landing, there was a boat dis-
charging. freight, and-in great haste for fear
another boat, then just -hove in sight, would
pass them; - ) -
The clerk sang out “I say old man can’t

oad of furniture? I'Il pay you well for so
doing, and ‘double filly’ in the bargain.”

“0 yes,”” said the Judge, * always ready to
help in time of need.”. . . ‘

“Then turn in and be quick,” said the
clerk. . . N ’

The first thing was o marble top bureau,
going off the plank, the Judge slipped, and the
clerk roared out— . . ) Lo
“There now' throw that in the.river, will
you?” R . ] ) . S ,

¢ Certainly,”” said the Judge, and giving it
a kick with. the order, over it went. .

“ Hallo! what’s that for?’ said the clerk.
1 always obey orders when I work for o
man,”? - - L e T
. “Leave,” snid the clerk.

‘ Agreed,” said the Judge. 5

“Who ia that man ?”’ askdd the clerk. '
A b{stan’dér remarked ‘‘that is Judge H
T'o’ the fifth Judicial District of Missou-
ri. R S
-“ Let go that line,” said the olerk, ond .the
hoat put into the stream at its highest spéed;

WIIA.T. BecoEs oF. ALL:THE NEWSPAPERS ?
—A PiLe Fourreen Mres Hien.—The New-
buryport Herald has the following inguiry and

general publisas the inquiry; * What becomes
of all the pins?” Itsays: N

- .Theére are published in this country and
Canada nearly three thousand néwspapers,—
More than one-half are weekly; the remain-
ing are divided into semi-weeklies, tri-week-
lies and dailies. These papers would .more:
than reach around the globe, . We have some-
times heard it asked, buw hizh would: all these
Jjou:nals reach, if piled. on-top of each other,
Jjust the thickness of one sheet. Some have
answered,a thousand feet; others two thou-
sand ; others a mile, = But all are wide of the
mark. Dr. Ayer, of Lowell, is probably the
only man in the United . Stites, who takes all
the journals of* our country, Canada, New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. By actual meas-
-urement, he'has. ascertained that, in one year,
his exchanges amount in- height neither to o
thousand feet, nor five thousand, nor two miles,

calculation, which is quite a8 interesting to the | 5

nor five miles, nor ten, nor twelve, but to more’
than fourteen miles! In-short, the newspa-
pers_pu

the United States are nearly five times higher

which overlooks a ci
hundred mileg, . -~ - ¢ .o
.- The New Y¢rk Heralcaiid the Philadélphi
Ledger *“ wet down”’ for the: press, each, daily,’
-makes .o heap dight féet high, or together{for
the New York - Herald publishes on Sunday):
annually a mile perpendicular, which is. not
far from the height of Mount Washington,—
We have not included in this caleulation Har-
per’s Magazine,-the Atlantic ' Monthly; Godey,
Graham, Peterson, Ladies’ Repository, &e., &e.
Harper's Magazine, according to-its publish-
ers’ statement, circulates monthly 170,000 co-
pies, ‘each of which-is the third of an inch
thick. Annually, the number will be repre-.
sented by 2,040,000 ; or, if these numbers could
be placed one upon another, we should-have

high, or twice the altitude of ‘the highest Hi-
malaya, the loftiest mountein in the world. -

. Fare or Tue. ArostLes.—St. Matthew is
supposed to have suffered martyrdom, or was
put to death by the sword at the city of Ethi-
opia. . o oo
pSt.. Mark was dragged through the streets
of th(f city of Aléxandria, in Egypt, till he ex-
pired. . e L '
St. Luke was hanged upon an olive-tree, in
Greeco. ° ) o

...St. John was put into a cauldron of boiling
oil at Rome, and escaped death, .Jle after-
wards-died a natural death at Ephesus, in
Asia. ' } . e

. St. James the Great, was beheaded at Jeru-
salem.. ) .. R . )

_ St. James was thrown from a lofty pinnacle
or wing of the temple, and tlien beaten to death
within the temple with a fuller’s club.

. ‘St-._ Philip was hanged ‘up against a pillar
at Hieropolis, a city of some renown in Phry-
gia. S )
~ 8t. Bartholomew was flayed alive by a bar-
barous king. = ' s -

" St Andrew was bound up aguinst a cross,
w_hegcehe preached to the people till he ex-
pired. : - . S .

. St; Thomas was thrust through -the body
(v;:l_th a lance, near Malipar, in the East In-

ies, - ‘

‘Worrn ReMeusERING,—Life is short, there-
fore should be well and usefully employed.

If thou become offended, let not the sun go
down upon thy wrath, |

A good deed done in the day is satisfaction to
the soul at night.

Kind words alleviate mis
balm to the afficted. . - .

- Pray unto God. for all men, for they are all

members of one family,

God is unto us g kind father.
we always love and obey.

He that is.wise will lyen'd a godd life that he
may come to & good end.

All that we possess in thi
our heavenly Father. . .

Love not the world nor the things in the
world, butlove God, :

0™ The latest invention is an instrument
to prevent poultry from scratching up -the
gardens, It is something like o long spur,
attached to the hind part of & rooster’s leg,
The instrument is so arranged that when the
fowl is about to scratch the earth, the spur
catches in the ground hefore the foot has fair-
(l{ydescended, and obliges it to bring its foot
own quietly end hnrmlesﬂlﬁ
place where it aimedat. The fowl therenpon
tries the other foot with a like result. "It
keeps on trying, and, before it is aware of it,
the machine has walked it right out of the
garden. . '

ery and are as &
Him should

s life is a- gift of

ublished north of, the southern line of |

than the Mont Blanc in Europe—a mountain |
rele whose diameter is four |- - .

55,161 feet 2 inches, or more than ten miles [
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Loans redeemed,

Relief notes cancelled, )

Interest certificates,

Damages on the

and old claims,
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Domestic creditors’ certificates,”
public works,:’ -
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" ally paid during the year, the s01

"The funded and unfanded debt of the Com-’
) day of December, 1859, | =

e 1st

' FUNDED -DEBT.,

SSAGE
L O e :
AM: F. PACKER,
T the Honorable the Senators and Members of
g‘Représénldﬁvea
ennsylvania: ‘
GenTLEMEN :—In submitting to the General
Assembly my last annual communication, it
’ ned gratification to be
,’people,’and to their
Representatives, . that -notwithstaiding -the
présent unfavorable. origis 1h .the monetary
affairs of this country, and the general pros-
tration of- business,and credit, the financial
condition of, Pennsylvania is highly satisfac-
> ; : tory. : ST e Y )
iyou lond the men  hond. in’ taking off that f']%‘rh_e réceipts at the State Trémsury, from all
sources, for the fiscal year enditigon the 30th
of November, 1860, were: $3,479,257 31, to
which add the.available balance in the Trea-
sury. on the first day of December, 1859,
$839,323 09, and the whole sumgvailable for
the year will bo found to be $4318,580 40.
The expenditures, for: all
eriod, were:$3,637,147 32, Leaving
an available balance in thé Treafury, on the
1st day of December, 1860, of 681,433 08,
-The following items are embraced in the ex-
penditures for the fiscal

year, vi¥:

of the Conimon-

urposes, for the

T 5664,
R §
| 2,439 52

- .

‘| ment, her revenues and her energies may bo
exclusivelg applied to the payment of the in-
terest, and the discharge of the principal of
her Kublio debt. -~ -

The people of this Commonwealth have
hitherto met, with promptness, the demands
made upon them, from time to time, for the
'ways and means of replenishing the Public
Treasury; and now, that they see that the
onerous debt with which' they have been so
long burdened, is each yenr certainly and rap-
idly disappearing—that the amount required
to meet the interest is annually being dimin-
ished——that conseguentiy o still greater sum
can each year be devoted to the reduction of
the principal of the debt, without resorting to
additional sources of revenue—and that, with
o proper hushanding of- the resources of the
State, the day is not far distant when direct
taxation in Ponnsylvania will cease altogeth-
er—the paynent of such taxes as may for the
time be required to meet the public ‘necessi-
ties, will continue :to be met with cheerful-
ness and alacrity. But they will unquestion-
ably hold those to who-e care they have en-
trusted the financial interests of the State to
a rigid accountability. - That there should, at
this particular juncture, when the business
and, monetary affairs of the. country are so
greatly depressed, be the strictest economy in
.puclic expenditures, is"so manifest, that it
can scarcely be necessary to call atténtion to
50 plain o duty. Itis equally clear that any
legislation which would tend greatly to lessen
the revenues of the Commonwealth, would, st
this time, be peculiarly unwise and inexpedi-
en:. The exigencies of the future no- 'man
can -foretoll-——the prospect hefore us is be-
¢louded with doubt and uncertainty—it is,
therefore, no more than the part of wisdom to
guard, with unceasing vigilance, all our pres-
ont sources of revenue, and to thus be pre-
pared fur every possible contingency. .
Since July, 1858, the Pennsylvania railroad
company has refused to_pay the tax- on ton-
nage required to be paid by the act incorpo-

85765
811 00

540

757 89

: " : 3 '414'06630 00 | rating the company, and its various supple-
s pe"ceﬁf; l,oam?' 37:625.153 37 | ments; and theli‘e is'n‘ow due to the State, on
4 do., ) \{388:200 00 { that account, exclusive of interest, the sum
47 do 100,000 00 | of $674,296.22. Including the interest, the
: v S - !sum now due is about $700,000. Beforedx_ny

Jded R 8i 13,083 37 [last’.annual message wuscommu_nicnte to

: Totu.l_ fu'nded debt, S %—: the Legislature, a case had been tried in tho

UNFUNDED DEBT. ..

Rq]ief notes in circulation,
Interest certificates outstanding, "~ 18,513 82
. do. -uneclaimed, -
Domestic-creditors, -~ ' -
Total ﬁnf\ihdgdjdébt, C
.Making the entire debt of the.Common-
‘wealth, at the period named, 838,638,961 07..

. The funded and unfunded debtof the State,.
at the close of the last. fiscal

| V ) e ¢ 0 00 | came due prior to 1860.; The tax. which -ac-
g per ceﬁf,' loans, . 3’(?%%?’33(5) 73 crued during the past:year, amounts to $308,-
. don 381,200 00 | 629 03. -The first settlement for the year.is
L | .d-o T - i M peal taken by the compzm)(r1 3 xmd'th}a second),’
Tot: aded debt, 1. < §37,840,195,72 | or last, settlement was made but a few.days
- qug 1 funded dl"bt" . ?4...}-.2—:\ since, bythe accountant department of tge

vania, on the lst
969,847 50,

unfunded, was’

1860, it was

the sum of.

_the uniunded

Beautiful things are suggestive of
puggand higher life,-and fill us with ‘4 min- '
gled love and fear. They have a graciousness '
that wins us, and an excellence to which we '
involuntarily do revererce. Ifyou are poor,
yet pure and modestly aspiring, kee
of flowers on your table, and they will
mointain your dignity,
orati d delicacy

sidération an of behiavior.

3, do,
Démestic creditors
' Total unfunded debt, " ' $120,721.78

Making the entire public debt of Pennayl-
day of December iast, $37,-

_ o pay the princi

S .1 JUNFONDED DERT X
Rolief notes 1 ciroulstfon;
Interest Gertificute

At the close of thie fiseal yenr,
the first day of December,  "°
1857, the public debt of this

" Commonwealth, fuuded and

$39,881;

It is now, at the close of the
fiscal year 1860, -

Exceeding the former balan

Add to this the sum paid at.the
Treasury duringthe past three
years, for debts and claims -
against the . Commonwealth -
arising out'of the construction
and maintenance of the .
lie improvements, and which -
‘was substantiall

And we h.a.‘ve the sum of

By adding this sum to the amount puid on
December 1, 1857, to.
December 1, 1860, to wit: $1,911,890 72, it
will be found that during the pnst three
years, the State has not-only met all her or-
dinary liabilities; including the .oxpenses of
government, and the interest on her public
debt, but has diminished her.actunl indebted-
ness the sum of $2,236,882 15. )

When it ls remembered that for the last
three years the tax on real and personal es-
tate has heen but two and a half mills on the
dollar, while trom 1844 to 1857 it was threa
mills—that for the past two years and six
months the State has received po part of the
tax on tonnage due from the Pennsylvania
g—nnd that since July, 1859,
1 the bonds held by the State
against the Sunbury and Erie Railroad Com-
pany, has remained due and unpaid, it is cer-
tainly cause for hearty congratulation, that,
without aid from 'these important sources of
revenue, 8o great a rediction of the public
in front of the | debt has been accomplished in comparatively
80 short o period. The funded debt of the
State is now less than it has been since 1842,
nnd the unfunded and floating debt, which at
that time amounted to upwards of two mil-
lions of dollars, has been almost entirely re-
déemed. It is now reduced to $120,721 78—
,and of this_sum over ninety-nine thousand
dollars-consists of relief notes, most of which | rests of th
are undoubtedly logt or destroyed,
’thore'fore, never be

i The claims against t

the “public’ debt from

and secure for you con- [ sominal sum; and, in the fu
| viding for the ordinary expenso

5 outstanding
i " unelafmed,
? certificrtes,

a part of
ebt
" Commonwealth, amounting to %

- $3%4,

8101

\ pal and ' interest of. this
debt, besides the ordinary sources of revenue,
the Commonwenlth lolds the ‘following mort~
gage bonds, derived from the
lic improvements, viz; - .
Bonds of Pennsylvania railroad "

on

Having been reduced, during
the Iast three years, -

The available balance in the -
Treasury on the first day.of = - -
December; 1857, was. - - .~

On the. first day of December,

§5

cein

ub-

- of the -

21
i 4,448 38

© -§124977 70
year, December

1, 1860, stood as follows:- - -
i . FUNDED DEBT,

4

sale of her pub-

37,960,847 50

781,911,890 72

28,106 47
. 681,433 08

153,

991 42

and will, [ company;
Eresonted for payment, taken to pro

from [ paw. .
o State, Mom;nl%er,cu- all ‘propositions which may bs made for a

& vase . the constrnotion and maintenance o . prop 4 P ‘

i e d toamero | phangé in the dadurities now held by the Com-
help to, nals and railroads, are now relluosc 00w Faonwdlth, e sarofully considerod by the
g of govern: | Laglalature, 4bd 00 miore yielded than sound

‘ court of Common.Pleas of ‘Dauphin county,
between the Commonwesalth and the railroad
company, involving the question of the con-
stitutionality of this tax, which was decided

300

2 50 : I .
802 .| the tax pronounced constitutional. In Jan-
uary last, another suit was tried between the
same parties, in the same court, involving the
same question, with a likeresult. In Decem-
ber last, o judgment was obtained in the dis-
trict court of Philadelphin, upon one of the
semi-annual settlements,  for $110,000. So
.| that judgment lias been obtained for $365,000
of the debt, being the whole amount which

{{ Commonwealth. - :

»

74 30,
448 38

of the court of common

wiih the law making power. in affirming the
right of the State to tax a corporation under
u.%a.w:‘to. which it owes its existence. But,
notwithstanding this' concurrence. of opinion
-and aetion on behalf of the constituted autho-
rities ‘of Pennsylvinis, the litigation is not
yet at an end ; for the railroad company has
recently removed the cases, by writs of error,

company, - : 4$7,200,000 00} ¢ the Supreme Court of the United States,
Bonds of Sunbury andErierail- . . . . . |where they are now pending.” That the de-
road 00“{))!1113’_, o2 8,500,000 00| gigion of that court will, when made, fully
Bonds of Wyoming canal co’y, ., 281,000 00 | sustain the right of a soveraign State to en-
: v ’ e force a contraci between ‘the State and ‘a cor-
Total, . © $10,981,000 00 | poration, and entirely vindicate the power of

———— | a State to impose such taxes upon corpora-

tions, as in her sovereign will she may deem
proper, I cannot for a moment doubt. .- .

To complete the history of this important
litigation, and to show that every effort has
| been, thus far, made to compel the pryment
of this large sum of money into the Trcasury
of the State, it-is proper to add, that the law
officer of the Commonwealth, being of opinion
that the writs pf error were not issned from
the Supreme Court of (e United States in
time to prevent the collection of the judg-
ments rendered in the State courts, execu-
tions ware issued by the sheriff of the county
of Dauphin, and proceedings are now pending
in the Supreme Court of this State, to deter-
‘mine whether the Commonwealth can compel
the payment of the judgments already recov-
ered, before the final decision by the Supreme
Court of the United States. S
The Sunbury and Erie railroad company
having failéd to negotiate its mortgage bonds
in their present condition, the expectntions
confidently entertained of an nearly comple-
tion of that most important improvement, have
‘I'not been realized.. The work during the past
yeonr, however, although greatly retarded, has
been continually progressing ; upwards of one
million of dollars having been expended on
tho line from November, 1859, to November,
1860. Thé whole.length of the rond, from the
bornugh of Sunbury to'the harbor on the Inke,
at the city of Erie, 1s 288 miles’; of which 148
miles are now .finished and "in operation, and
115 miles of the remaining portion of the line
are graded ; leaving but twenty-five miles yet
to grade. - Pennsylvania is largely interested
in the early completion and success of this
great thoroughfare, not only because she is the
oreditor of the company to the amount of three
and a half millions of dollars, but for the ad-
ditional, and more cogent reason, that the im-

73

8 22

326 61

the most important channels of trade between

the west, at the best harbor on Lake Erie, en-
tirely within the limits of our own State, which

tha richest minerals, and o lumber reg;ion of
unsurpassed excellence, which the munificent
hand of the State has hitherto totally neglec-
ted.. By disposing of her branch ¢anals to that
company, in exchange for its mortgage bonds,
the State has already largely aided in the con-
struotion of this great work; and it mny be
necessary, to insure its completion, that fur-
ther legislation should be had in order to ren-
der the means of the company available. It
is evident that a liperu,! policy, on the part of
the government. will promote, alike the inte-
o Commonwealth and the railrond
nevertheless, great care should be
teot, ag-far as possible, the dell):.

due from the compauy to the State,

in favor of the' State, and " the -imposition of

ok 44 flor$BM Tecovery, iy the commnton-plens-of
Oil. Dauphin’county; the-cases wers removed by
writs.of error, taken on behalf of ‘tha defen-
2797 10 | dants,:to .the Supreme Court of this State,
| where they were argued in June last, and. in’
October that tribunal sustained the decision:
] Y leas, and- held' the | ing, attention and care of the

tax to be clearly constitutional; thus uniting | ties should be mainly directed.

provement, when completed, will open one of
the city of Philadelphia and the great lnkesof
has ever been contemplated, It will, moreo-

ver, develop the resources of o large portion of | felt
North-Westérn Pennsylvania, abounding with | cation of their

economy demands, with proper provision for
the due application of whatever means may be
realized, it is believed, that sufficient rehgf
can be granted to the company, to enable it
promptly to finish the road, while the security
remaining will be fully adequate to insure the
ultimate payment of the principal and interest
of the bonds of the railroad
by the Commonwealth,
I commend this subject to the Legislature,
a8 one entitled to its most careful considera-
tion, ra well on account of its vast importance
to that portion of the State through which the
railrond passes—to the cities of Philadelphia
and Erie—and to the railroad company—as to
the Commonwealth Herself. Premising that
whatever polic{ it may be thought eerdient
to pursue, should be adopted solely with refer-
ence to the protection and furtherance of the
public-interests. - -
-The attention of the Legislature is again
invited to the subject of general education.—
At the present juncture it presents peculiar
claims, - The experience of & quarter of a cen-
tury has satisfied the proverbially cautious
people of Pennsylvanis, of the adapteduess of
the common school system to their wants and
condition. No less has the severe ordeal of
the past three yenrs shown its capability to
endure those sudden reverses which occasion-
ally prostrato the other interests of the.com-
munity. Involving greater expenditure than
the rest of the departments of government, and
that, too, mainly drawn from direct tnxation,
it is & proud fact, that, while most of the en-
torprises_of society have .been seriously em-
barrassed, and some of them .suspended, by
the pecuniary crisis of 1857, our educational
system ‘has not been rétarded in any appreci-
nble degree. On the contrary, its operations
have been maintained, to an extent which
plainly indicates:that our citizens fully appre-
ciate its value. Contrasting.its main results
during the. past year, with those of 1857, we
find that the whole number of -pupils iow in
the schools, is 647,414, being an increase of
44,422 ; these were taught in 11,577 schools,
621. more than in 1857, during an average
term of five months and five and one-half days,
at a cost of fifty-six cents per pupil, per month,’
by 14,065 teachers, béing. 529 more than in
1857. The entire.expenditure of the system,
for the past year, including that of the School
Department, is $2,638,550 80.  These figures
afford some idca -of the magnitude of the op-
erations of the system ; but neither words nor
fizures can adequately express the importance
og its influence upon the present, or.its rela-
tions to the future. - ’ R

"In contemplating the details of a .plan for
the due training of the youth of a community,
its large. proportions and imposing array of
statistics do'not display the points of its grea-
test importance. Pupils may be enrolled by
hundreds of -thousands ; school-houses of the
best structure and most complete arrangement,
may be dotted at convenient distances over the |
whole face of the land; the most perfect order
of studies may be adopted, and the best possi-
ble sclestion of books made ; but what are all

company now held

before the Dx_m&hin county court, on an ap-|these, without tho learned gnd.skillful, the|other classof tax

faithful, moral and devoted teacher? With-

originate, is also the one to which the fuster-
public authori-

Our peculiar mode of training teachers un-

der the normal act of 1857, has now stood the
test of - practical experience ; and, agnin'st the
most adverse circumstances, has produced re:
sults decisive of its success. Already it has
placed one institution in full operation in thd
south-eastern part of the State, equal in stan-
ding and extent to any in the Union. +Anoth-
or; with all the requirentents . of the law, has
just applied for State recognition in the ex-
treme north-west. I commend these noble,
and peouliarly Pennsylvania, schools, to your
favor. Aid to them will be the best invests
ment that can 'bo made for the rising genera-
tion. Good- instruction for our children, is the
strongest earthly.guarantee, that, whatever
else we bequeath them, their inheritance will
be & blessing and not a curse ; and, if nothing
more i left, in the well cultured ‘minds, the
willing hands, and the trust in God, of free-
men, they will have all that is essential, . |
. Néarly eleven thousand of our fellow citi-
zens are now devoting their efforts to the im-
provement of the common school, a8 directors.
Than this there is'no more meritorious body
of men. An increase of the annual State ap-
propriation would not'only be a material re-
lief to the districts, at this time, but would,
to some extent, disembarrass directors in their
local operations. .
* "It is not, however, the common-sehool sys-
tem, vast and honorable to the State as it is,
that claims your entire attention, in reference
to education. Pennsylvanin also boasts her
collegiate, academical, .scientific, professional,
and philanthropie institutions, and numerous
private. schools of every grade. ‘In this re-
spect, she is second to no member of the con-
federacy.; but, from mere want of attention. to
the proper statistics, she has thus far been
ranked far below her just standard. The
present is not the proper time to renew grants
to institutions of these classes which hereto-
fore received State-aid. If it were, the pub-
lic authorities do not possess the requisite da-
ta for n safo and just extension of liberality.
The period will arrive when all public educa-
tional agencies must be included in one great
system for the elevation of mind and morals;
and when the State will, no doubt, patronize
every proper effort in the good work.

For the details of the system, during the
last school year, the attention of the Legisla-
ture is respectfully referred to the annual re-
port of the Common School Department, here-
with submitted. .

I desire again, speciaily, to call the uttep’-
tion of the General Assembly to the Farmers
High School of Pennsylvania, ns an institu-
tion which proposes to ucgomp.hsh_un object
which has never been attained in this coull)ztl‘y
—the supply of nl éw:mlt ‘;::ll‘(:ll:l :3;; P‘Vteh}'e e?l?ln

; ral ¢ : -
felt by the ag".wuso:'é.n at once, to scientiflc
knowledge, habitual industry, a_nd practical
gkill, to fit them for the associations of rural

life, and the occupation chosen for them by
their fathers. The gains of the farmer, how-
ever certain, are small, The education of his
sons should, therefore, be measured by the na-
ture-of his business. There seems to be no
practical mode of cheapening education, but
by combining an amount of expenditure, with-
in the ability of a farmer, with the daily labor
of the student, so as to make tha institation
80 nearly self-sustaining a5 to bring it within
the rench of that class who constitute so im-
portant a branch of the industry of our peo-
ple. The original design of this school em-
braced the accommodation of four hundred
students, a number essential to the economi-
cal working:of the system’; and, although the
applications for admission. are numberless,

out-this animating spirit, all is barren and un-
{ruitful. - In this vital department, I am hap-
py to announce that the improvement of 'the’
-common. sphanl ‘teachers, of ;the; Staté- shows,
‘more solid ddvaricement, within the past three
-years, than any other branch of the: system.
This, therefore, being the point.whence all
real ‘progress in learning and culture must

“{ the blind, and deaf and

ed.
crlmmnting[
refrain, as

of the building, or to accommodate more than

individuala throughout the State; conviriced .
of the merit of an iustitution whicli promises
so much good, haye_ contributed liberally to
what-has already heen doné; and- the board

d | of trustees have labored with a zeal which

cannat fail td commend itself to the kind feel-
ing of all our citizens. Scientific education,
has advanced the interests of every avocation -
of life—agrioulture far less than any otherms .
and _for tﬁo manifest reason that it has not
reached it to the same extent, and never will
reach it, unless the body be educated to'the
plow, as well as the mind to the philosophi.-
cal principles which the plow’s work devels
opes. o : . R

p»I have always looked upon the Farmer’s
High Schsol with peculiar favor, s well bes
cause of my own convictions of its promised
usefulness, as the favor which has hitherto
been shown to it by the Representatives of -
the people.. Its charter requires an annual
exhibition of its receipts, expenditures and
operations generally, and these will doubtless
be laid before you. . .

By the act passed by the last Legislature,
cstablishing a system_of free banking in .
Pennsylvania, and securing the public against
loss from insolvent banks, gagicnl changes
were made in the banking laws of this State. .
Instead of corporations created by spacial
laws, voluntary associations are authorized to
transact the business of banking, without fur-
thern legislation, and as afi ;indispensable
prerequisité to the issuing of bank rotes for
circulation as money, ample security must be '
deposited with the Auditor General for their

rompt redemption. The law makes provis-
1on, not .only for the. incorporation of new ' .
banking associations, but enables banking in-
stitutions already in existence, to continue
their business for twenty years after the ex- -
piration of their presert.charters, uppn com-
plying with. its provisions, by. withdrawing
their old circulation, and givin the securities
required for the rodemption of their new ise .-

no further necessity exists for legislative'ses . -
tion, either on'the.subject of creating new,or
re-chartering old banks; and that the tithg
and attention- of their’ Representatives will
now, happily, be no longer monopolized in
the consideration’ of a subject hitherto pro-
| duetive of ‘80 much strife 'and contention, if
not of positive evil, . = . L.
“The rapid increase of private banks, .
throughout the State, makes it eminently right
that tﬁey should be placed under properlegis- .
lative restrictions, and that the large amoung
of c:ipitnl, thus employed, should be inade to .
contribute iis fair proportion to the revenues
of the Commonwealth, Their business, in ™
the ajggregate, is now believed to amount to
‘g sum almost, if not quite, equal to the whole
business of the regularly -chartered banks;
and yet it is entirely unrestricted, and, with
the exception of n merely nominal license tax,
is free from taxation, 'This is unjust to ever:
paying citizens, and especial~
{1y so to the banking institutions holding char-
ters from-the Commonwealth, for which they
have each paid.a liberal bonus, and. are, in
addition, Subject to a very large tax on their .

jact to the attention of the Legislature.
. A high sense of duty impels. me again.td
_call the atteniion of the Legislafure to the in--
adequacy of existing laws, regulating the re-
ceiving, keeping and disbursement of- the re- -
venues of the State, 'The public moneys are

deposits them, at his own discretion, whenev-
er and wherever he chooses, and pays them
out'in sums, either small or gr

. r eat, upon . his
own undttested check exclusively. ~ The
amount thus réceived, kept and disbursed is
andually between three and four millions of
dollars, with balances on hand, at times, ex-
ceeding one million of dollays ; while the bond .
of the Staté Treasvrer is for only sighty thou-
sand dullprs, His nccounts are settled month<
Iy by the Auditor General, by whon the re-
ceipts for money paid into the Treasury ars
countersigned, and these are the only safe-
guards provided by law to prevent the illegal
and improper use of the money of the Stte;
by the State Treasurer. LT
Happily the revenues of the Commonwesalth
have hitherto been safely kept, properly: dis.
‘bursed, and promptly accounted for, by those

of the serious defalcations which have docirr: -
ed elsowhere, and in other States, this fact
should furnish no reason why we ought nat
to guard againstloss in the future, ' Referring
to my former annual messages, Irespectfully,
but most earnestly, recommend that provision
be made by law: © . . L
First—That no money shall be deposited
by the State Treasurer in any bank, or else-.
where, without first requiring ample security '
to be given to- the Commonwanth for the
prompt repayment of such sum as may bo de- -
osited ; and that such securities shall be
deposited in the office of the Auditor General.

Treasurer, shall be countersigned by the Au- "
ditor General, before they are used, and that
daily ‘accounts shall be kept of the moneys
received, deposited and disbursed, in the Au~
ditor General's office, as well asin the Trea- -
sury Department. o .
Third—Thatcondensed monthly statéments, .
verified by the signatures of the Auditor Gen-
oral and State Treasurer, shall be published -
in one newspaper in Philadelphia and one in :
Harrisburg, showing the balances in the Tres-
sury, and where deposited, with the particular
amount of each deposit; and Fourth—-Thg;
the bond of the State Treasurer bo increasé
to the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand
dollars. R -
Our various charitable and reformatory in-
stitutions—the State Lunntic Hospital, at Har-
risburg—the Western Pennsylvania Hospital
for the insane, at Pittsburg—the asylums for
umb, at Philadel-
hia the Housesof refugeat Philadelphia and
Bittsburg,' and the Pennsylvania Training
School for idiotic and feeble minded.children, .
at Media, will present their usual annual
olaims upon the bounty of the State, Thess
excellent charities are continually dispensing
benefits and blessings upon suffering and erre

ing humanity, which can scarcely be overrate
They are heartily commended to the'dia-
liberality of the Legislature, 1
I have heretofore done, from recoms
mending, as proper objects for appropriations
from the State Treasury, othor charitable'and
benevolent institutions, not because they are
undeserving the confiderice and patvonsge of
the publio, but because they are local in" théir
character, and in my judgment have no claims
upon the common fund which csn be admit-
ted, in justice -to the rights and interests of
other portions of the Commonwenlth, . - .
The inspectors of the State Penitentiary for.
the Eastorn’ Distriot of Pennsylvania, in thelr
annual reports for the yenrs 1858 and 1859,
colled the attention of the Legislaturs'to the
inseourity of such parts. of tﬁu"penifei:ﬁ ;
buildil;% a8 wers exposed their own fires at
the so of the neighborhood, bnd recommenddd

the Utimost efforti of the trustees have not én-

thiat vodfs of suchof the corridors as-were oow

sues: The public, I amsure, will rejoice that -

-

il charge of the Public Treasury; butinview

a corresponding number of students. .. Many = -

now paid directly to the State Treasurer, who' . -

abled them to complete’ more than one-third -

divigends,-, 1 respectfully commiend this subs = .

B

Second—That all checks issued by the'State * -



