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- Thol B8t acciion of thie aet fnto

thie expdhses of Goverpmabt “for

Tedge of this veservhtian,
thie'charter by the: gouipan
-{ mation of » solé ;

it for half tho money., No¥:would suchia, por. |
son prgclaim, that of 3l the firma' in the.coin.

! 1have cndenvored, during my service, to
guard agninst the t of home of
this or any other charter, to entail:fature lia-

stitutions to_their proper bubiness, with _the

this state of fecling $hould not prevail ; wh
Erospcct of better profits in . other ;‘uhrtem; o i ot rh

the professiont of tencher should not; yanle.in

iding fop 1
a5 agy <

RIS y try, 1S way tha least productive,  © ¢ 3 thom'{.but they should de to,fecl that ¢ honor and i ; SRS thotized and required the Governar ¢ B

nd Menibers of | bilities'on the Treasury, ~This ought to bethe ;31:;@ wmﬁrlﬂg‘; wish of many good ciifzets | ad tho'Sfatg, = -3 5 v i, o v ‘bgcn‘bfg;{tcd;'ﬁr.}eﬁ%%%g p?!'{g’o hﬁmn{‘c;'yz‘f?rﬁ;‘ si%lr‘fgr'.“ :\‘vh p2ﬁg§¢‘x‘2§h“”&ﬁl{°ﬂ%§§f§$rﬁ§% ;ﬁ?}, { the 573.?‘%".5*59“"!"Pf«‘?"“‘.‘dg?’ﬁ?%"hﬁ" 155;;;*

the, oln,;lsa%f Représentatipes of, the General | gettled licg of the State. No, new: iniprove- ;&lg}g‘i‘fg‘;g‘;{ﬁ‘%%z‘ o ,"‘,‘:‘é"‘;‘: 'T‘&h“} u;"” aftY_Bt: !“tl‘l‘:;‘; tho spectons ples QE it i Pl{f“;' to enrich the sockholdéngy =57 - “i71. - | intelleg “'lﬁgivin‘g' i;cdpe'nnfl?forcegtb‘ mind— |{ “l“"pm;ibcd’ ‘?‘ e ‘sald towirds e puz.
L . e . . upo v bretoxt’ 0 ut thisdesirels B trade, the Con alth is now' R e crngleers | : AR ; 9 i | }. ; mind— [\ ! o g tho, : ‘.

Amn; %Six"s'x'r’:L-’leilsb {his events of the yete inents should. be undertaked; upon any pretoxt avidently ased upon tho ﬂ’s!l!mpﬁon bvetva tax on trade,;the’Conimoniwealth s iowasked {+. '1iyig gifisin'dl o teying'one ; bu€: there ‘i still | ofelevating- the moral, facultied of ouf racé-—of 1. chase of another site™dni tb% erection of, &

10 rolinduiish! this cohdition ;.ond the cnto is
‘arzued as thongh, it K licen the policy.of the
tdy, thit the conipanyshoyld impgsé this.chiirge
of three mills per-tonupon every species of pro-|
perty which may. ‘paay, ovor-its rdad; and it
thia way it i very: readily stawn’ thal.on"conl,

whatever, The payment of the debt, 8ad that!] 37 : : v o
only. should absarb th surplus reventies of the | oiurovould be ong.of ronl deonomy-+that i
Trensurg. | 12 this policy bo pursaed, no other| ok d lessen, without the hnxerd of increasink,
financial stheme, to pay theé-debt will “be nio- tiofe dutinal fuxes. “Tharealization of sich.an
cessary.  The large annual surplu; will reduce ;)ll;jcl;t,];;:;u:ltl: cp]!cr&;\v‘eldt, s d';{)cnds cln-

A - ', A s L ricCe AN erma. hose who
the State's indebtedness with sufficient rapidi- | desiro a saley.certalnly expect the Statoto be the
t gainer by such a measure.  No other important

or sufficiont reason for parting with this proper-
ty has been assigned. : A

réagony 0 hopo that the Grédit and thade/of the
country; will peversuffer;ns much’as it hasdong
on sigilar becasions, in-4imes «pist, There =
now no National Bruk' to misledd” the mercan-’
3 tile class, and td embarrass the comnieree which
jrop, . Jum} - Gther cheap tonage, this |itprofessed to aid.. SHll the shock will be grent.
charge would be tooigreat.  But the company ¢énough to lead the pibli¢mind to enquira after
are not ohliged ta nsseds this tax on all kinds,of)) n remedy Jfor - these. periodical -convulsions.—
, tanage { nor yas it thé dutention of tho ack that| Ard, surely, we may be permitted to hope,
It fs. usually said that the works should be sold. | they should d6 so, . The dosign.ieas to make an | that the good scose “of -the.. people. will _nev
to pay tho public debt and Tessen the burthens | exaction from the not profits of the company, for | again be imposed ipon by those crude cxpéri
of the people; but it must be obsersed that al.the yise ¢f-tho public coffers, ag-s compensation | ments which have, on oo former occasions,
salo might be made at a price faritod Iow to of-1fori hyaluablo grant] ond; thereby, protect the |56 Tenrfully aggravated the evils they wers ine’
:‘:‘t)::usau‘:)h sle;-[plos;;;rx;‘m} Il; 80, t(:lg\\'elti:xeg\ n}vng ﬁ\lblic‘i_‘n[irb\'omonts {rom the compll.\(itic‘n‘n of | tended 1o remedy, I respectfully advise tho

e ess likoly to produce the desired | this newrival., Tho 44 0, thereforoy,-{-y, N ettt ? ey
result.  Should the ‘gn;p};s"a'gm regeived, not Lo T e O 7} Qéneral-Assembly againstultsnch espieriments.

3,018 was Intended to jndicate only.the mode of aseer- | " . ) -
equal to that oft which lhe hett ‘eatnings would | taining 1ho sum“tb»ﬁo'{i\id-‘,fm\d.hot the specifie The remedyy to be permanenty must-be a natu-

S
&

oLeevay oo Face—ok {1 7 byilding ;- and resh
Gontrolling the passions'and tempering “thd de-. L Eire bathis st Fobtty ;
sins, ghould ot bestiumel ns};ighlgusthosa 3 ",'Ei,»‘é’%:}i‘&%\f&? b
professiona and. callings whasp oraatytrts have | - Yor §80,000," T

s dut cloSed; piesent mry causesof joy sed con’
Jg&lt\gd&ldil?‘ and J,nﬁnn_{ abundant. ‘reason, for
thankMuliesa to'n beneficent Pro¥idence for hig

nodnesa and wercy—onr. prosperity, and hap-

e g e

rofessiona and. callings twhosp orag : - Yor §80,000;" “Fho selettion'6T aing
yeceived - Bl thmr-mpqcﬁyl‘ﬂnd polish nt-the. .f,ubns;:g‘n'd»‘mq réction of nnmhbr‘ﬁ'}ﬁfdfgu_ HEA
hands of the comparatively humble and illy‘-rg,? s ‘}')ur'cscnged' o' far moyo diffedlt taski - Thonai) -
warded geacher L e .1y discoveied that:tiid sum!that aprropriaty
"7 eartlestly reeor 4 11 ad was entirqly, inadequiite ¥ the ' end it
system to your gyardinn;cares s the most soe- L diews
red of all'gur institutions. ” The dfspring of o [ ould
constitutiodalinjunction on the Legislature, the
extendion and perpetuity of its usefulness is the'|
plain duty of all.~ Resting at the very, founda-
tion of the government, its prdctical*Avbrkings
 should be o true reflection of our republican
system; .and” itg” blessed opportunities made
aypilable taoll, vegnrdless 9('&‘&“\\{.: ox. conglitjon, |

and

inosy, as.a_people. I regret toosay, has. not

i 'unnlluygd.P The generdl growth of the
couniry, the progress of the arts and sciences,
and other oauses of -morhl and .social comfort,
hayenot, it is true, been: interrupted § but.the
lass of ¥alunble lives &nd property, by thecase
ualtics of the elementy, has been unnsual, both:
in nimbér and extent ;- and in certain sections
of our Comntonwiéalth the hfflictions of pesti-
lerite and disea¥o’ haye nlso been sorely folt.—
Nor should i estimato Yightly the suffering
that manifestly exists ampngat the poor in our

lie 'prico of “u.-sitilnr-lodation 7

i wohld: Ioave but n-mbagrésuny With':whicl ; ,-.

- to"$tect ‘tho building.Undoer alk . therdire ;1

. “oumstoncos; I-digvo.not fele: huthorlded: 1y, -,

+ attempt to garry out the luwy and wonldirgs ., !
spoctively aiiggestiihe proprioty. of increay., .
ing:tho-appropriition for this purpdges. 1
-Pho-veport-of tho prdsent.able.and -oneg. .

; getic-Adjutant General-will - inform you .of ..

* the condition of the military, offuirs of the

y.

. Iregyet pxceedingly thenecessity of announc-
ing to'you fhat the North Branch canal is not
yet in full operation. Itis now more than.a
year sinco the Canal Cormissioners directed
the water to be lot into the main trunk of that
improvement, and ‘declared their confldent bo-
lief that it would be in successful operation
by the middleof last suromer : but: their san-
guine expectations, as well a8 those of the peo-

le, have, in this réspest, been” sadly disap-

and, ight of the scason | nei Cariety : e D" | pay tho intorest, then the offect would be to in. iclr i "bocharged. . Whin | Tl one; & tificial nieans'may. Yo present | or persuasion. -1t should aid, the poor, 1 ; State, This dopartment.of public affafra
% °?+‘é'&"m‘°’¥1’&m?a’i;’nﬂ.“’{i"‘éﬁé’m estent, of m,l:tﬁ?&l ??uc:?:fty"mthmm 31‘”‘“"-'“. Grnac; ruther Uham: diminidh theso, abmual bur- %i’.‘é“ﬁﬁ;."?;‘?&% 3\1'43; oortatoed, {¢ mattors,| derangemcnts., buk camyot-corpect, them,  An ) the rich, and malo the ignorant wise, - " rogeoi to sny, 1as boen in b-pontused and
thé anticipaled rowards of his_labor, and les- ,‘;mt £ this end “.},‘l“ e ““Yiff e attains} thons,’ Thisis ndt what thenoople desire fo ne< | nt to tho Stato how'the company obtuing the | FXtensive nerch ¢ of. bankiyg.capital and other | * T confidently antigipate forit, a day, of declining.condition for several years,
sened tho means of human subsistence ; whilst ?.,‘“ <n it he old work, constructed | complish by o salg;.naf Wi)l they. ba saisficd:| money ; whether it bo Ty charges on froight; o1 expedignts. will, ; doubitless,, be  pressed. ppon | er perfection and wider influence.’ { No. better Tho public Librarian has “cylled niy ag.- -
nee 10 I ! e g some twelve. or fifleen years since, o3 well a3} with such disposition of their property. .,. .| oh passehgers—on Jodal, or on through tdnngs, | your 2 Lerition : -butrit is-to hé; hdped that:no | ohjectcan engagethonttentionof govermnent,or. | . tention tu the fuct, that thd law Yeporis of

the depression in monetary and business affairs
128 deprived many laborers aud mechanics of
their ysual  earnings. The means of subsist-

some seetiona of the new, located on the hill| . Tho ‘voal valie of \the public'works
side, near the margin of thoriver, when fested | ppsition full of difficults’; and I.-doy
by the admission of water, t-to be &bneml'_misqinbl' iyi [

such fallacy. may find favor. Noris thereany:

Should, thérefors,-certain kinds of tonnge bo fallacy he
sufiicient resson for the alarm.and senyitiveness

0 consfum}::'iis means, than the education of the peo-
{uiproporly oppressed, the fault is witls the com.

twantyito-other Stage ,)_:’]yp been regylare-
plein thomost comprehensive senseof the terms, —

Iy received by this, and_that ho provision

entd are thus greatly enhanced in value, at the
same lime that tho opportunities of earning
theit aromuch diminished: -Thefieldof char-
ity-is'corisequently wideér than usanl; and to
meét its ‘reasonable démands on the part of
those bléssed, with an ‘sbandance, will be to
sustain the christian’ charscter, and measura-
bly to merit the continued bounty of ITeaven.
The operations 6f the Treasury for the last
?'mrrwiﬂ be presented to you in detail, by the
head of ‘that department. The resulls are

porous, and  totall;

g

rned out..
ingafficient in’ its mal
and formation. In soméinstances rocks, roots,
trees and stumps, have -been cancealed under
the bottom of the canal chanuiel, covered only
by o few inclics of carth ; thus presenting but
a slighit obstruction to the passage of ‘the wa-
ter out inte the bed-of  the river, " This js e5-
pecially the case in much of the old work. . In
all such sections or_places, no remedy short.of.
a reconstruction of the bottom. of the canpl

térinl § duly injpresséd wfm 1,

liony of dotigrs was fiked \iyl‘tnu'
sion, 0y the price for thofhain ling. ' This mini-
mum s $aid b3 some’ tobp o6 high, and tlie
failure t6 gell‘regarded dS the consc‘ﬁgicn’ce —
Others attribute theabsence af Lidders, to the
condition bof the-money market—to thostringont
testrictiond imposed upon the law; and to the
effortd that had been previously mide to dispa-
Vlrage tha value of.tho lino. -But it i3 obvious
» 1 thay moro than ons ol these causes may have

pin¥, vot in‘the law. And surely it willnot be
contéuded 'that’ the protection thus: thrown
around tho warks- of (ke State is unnecessury:;
80 fur from-thiy, the Wisdom and utility of- thily,
featnre: of ‘tho compfhy’s charter has already
been wads-manifest: - The very exigency anti-
cipated by the Legislature has arisend the-com-
petition 6f: 1o tailread is-nlready Beriously folt
by tho main lino.- Relieved from this restraint,
tut' o wcaged portion of the carryipg® trade
woulll bé ‘l¢TE for that branch of our jmprove-
menty. - Nor will it ‘bo contended (that 'the

manifested in dertnincquarters: the réal wealth |
of the country still éists; nnd :the natiral clé-
ménts of prosperityare no legs than herctoforo. |
Tt is the shadow, niot the siibistanee that ig'pass-
ing away. . The Bysingss comuisity, “should

¢mbraeing the use of lelfers; the cultivation'.of
thie moral faculties, and the diffusion of -ghris-
tinn trath, Tu'this we havo the surest gusr~
ragitee for the perpotuity. of our repyblican gav-:

. Thy :
look they danger bravely i ‘the tace, and by
their energy; honesty, and-enterprise, overcome
it.  Mutual donfidence and forbearance should
be cherished by-all, a8 & mweans.of accomplish-
ing thig desirabloénd. .. . - o -
Tni adcordance with' the provisions of a lnw

er] it, and-for the eujoyment of civil-libecty:
and religions freedom. , Such an education may
besafely: claimed as tha mostypotont ‘means of
proventing crime—of, ncreasing individual hap-

piness apd. national ,dignily —of promoting

mpral'and political evils—of clevating, dignifly:

chrigtianity. anil civilization—of, extirpating |,

. do havrm.

hag'ever been.made, on our par%,.to rocip-
‘ rocato this courtesy and gonerobity. I re-

izing some ‘offiecrs of the Governmegnt o
_ prpenye. the ngeessiry copics of the  Penns

sylvinia riports, to supply those States wiio

have 8o gengrously sdded to ovr libvary.,

.. apectfully suggest the, propriety of .author-,

~ Phe, feglstration. ‘met, I respectfully sus-’

" gest, hns, essoptially failed to .aceomplish,

. the,end designed, “and_should le Yepealed
; or amiended. A rocord'so incowplete’ and

Tt has” plready ¢

ng 0 \ imperfuct ¢an do no good ; bup may . really
could Prove rufficient ; and this was necessarix | oparatpd ; and.n.greafor than all may have been, ?,igr A Sﬁ(u’
ly o tedious and ‘expensive process. Therejs| t i H e stte .
. < : o OVESS. 131 the hopo ‘of getting this property on better torms
still :l considerable, portion of the work to ré- | at o fnfure fimuy 1 fecl very confident. that the
modd in qllS,.Wﬂ{ but’it. is Wplld{x}ﬂy be: | Iatter consideration. was not without its infln
lieved that it will be ready. for uge ih the early | ouco. But, bo this as it may, it is certainly
part of the coming season, That " the utmost } wiser to fuil to sell from'ary ono of these causes
PR . o v A s
?:(cl(}l“ lx’md u\)ug\!gnc,e%ns xit all times' Yieen i)gxhib. than o hazard the works in the market, without
) y the ngents of the State on'this lino, I'}8ny rostriction or limjtation as to prico ar con.
do not'believe 5 buttha deficiency in this p!;r-' ditiods. ' A bad sals wotild assiyedly beagreat-
ticular, on thenew work, has not been so pal. | ©r Mistortune than na sale at al.
able as alleged by some. Indecd, since May | The Lenelits resulting to the peaple from these
> oxtr D S ast. great enerey has teri i, { improvements, have been numerons and diver-
following items, to Wit loans vepaid, $235,- ngcm[c;nb on thisg%’in'e;-t‘}!}:znl;ar‘c:sic(‘i‘«::ctlo;hfh;“(a}x. sifled. They have facilitated trade nnd com-
888 40; to the North Branch canal, $208,- | na} Board hating devoled much of his time to | L2700 stimuiated productive industey in cvery
552 76 to the construction of the new rail- | 4 personal supervision of the work. But it is departinent; and have not only enabled the far.
road over the Allegheny mountains, 8461.921 | obyious no degree of capncity in the Slnle';; mer to l:each a rendy market with the fruits of
03 ; tothe payment of debts on the public)apents, for the st year, could have overcome :?‘s :;\b‘)l." 11““ h-““;lm“hc“ ?u"vf“;m?“:-lcm
works, $389,946 38. Of the balance rewnin- { ol (he dificulties that were encountered with win I:u:'lc]] ml:llufn .lrcm:nn.ilol ) e ;'lfl :1‘—;
ing ip the Treasury, & portion is applicable to | suficient celerity, to have. entirel e | b T erar 1ot ink helplo
A . ity, to have. entircly satisflcd | bis ocenpation, the transpotter left in helpless
;he payment of the State debt, and theremain- | public expectation. destitution, and the Commonwealth itself be
el"rmfc‘!ﬂ'ﬂllt deg}gntl.s. o ) At the time T cameinto office, the sum ne- | permistted to retain a parsimonions possession
o su;lp e, or “ordinury operations of the cessary ta complete this work was cstimated at | of vast masses of patural and unproductive
reasury or the same period, were ns follows, | 8772,000. Since that time the sumof §$1,- |riches. Our predoccssors were wise In opening
to wn,,._thg receipts, exclusive of loans and the | 206,552 72 has been expended, and it will these avenues to trade and commeree; and if]
balance in the Treasury on the 30th of Novem- | still require, as estimated by the Canal Toard, | ¥ Wish to be rated wise hereafter, we shall nut
ber, 1853; renlized from permanent sources, | $60,000 to put it into complete operation,

passed in AprilIngt, a‘vote of 'the peoplo was
takes, ot LYo October clection; oh the poliay of
prohibiting the manufctire and gale of intoxi-
cating ligfuioYs ;-158,342 votes were cast in fax
vor of the measurd, ‘whd 163,510 votes apgainst

ing and ‘adorning oyr social _lclond;_tiqn. h) o
Qur various charitdbienyd veformatory n< ] . Vs, o i A ;
stitutions—so. creditabie fo_the State, and | *2u5) MCONSE Chh BHCCL ISR detibid
which, in their practical operations, have.done § o a3y tne misdo "confermplatéd <18 this *
g0 mmuch for. the relicf of suflering humddiby==t ja, " 1¢'is o subfect uf constant ‘tomplaint
r],mcclmm‘tbe cnln:‘muml cara ‘and bounty oﬂ_ Ly rogisters and physicians, and_ only - suck
1o Commmanwenith. S registration 18 made 88°is compiisory, in
The,State Lunagic Tospital at Harrisburg, orF\ur to logalize Jetters of,:(i’mil:ﬂstr:g;ml.n
undgr its present efficient-control and manage-, By the 67th scction of tho” appropriation”
ment, meets the. just, anticipations .9f(1'.s‘,\nss !éxw of last sesslon 'the Seefctaty of the
and benevolent adyocates. ; Its -1 10 an ealth was nuthorized to continue
benignant, ageney in ametiorating.thg condition | the publication of thio’ Archives to the'yédr
of Uo.sinfortunate elags for whose reliefit was | 1790,  Under this anthority the selection'of:
designed, can be judged by 1o ordjnnry sfand-| documents from 1783 16-1790 has been made,

: ek e tnstitution 1 and the tenth velumé, containing this mat.
ard. The bhonefits of such an institution rise I 1e, Ing tis Inat:
above all mere pecuniapy estimates, Its por- ter, will be ready for distriliution Usforothe
poses address themsudves'to the hest and no- l“l'“‘:ﬁ ‘\’\2;{',“0"‘:“"1"_‘{“' (1T“.'f’o ‘I‘{‘I.d‘f‘!","‘l vol-
blest feelings of onr nature, audican only be| dcsi;;ned.c mplote tho Wwork bs - original,
rated ab-the price of ;human hope and buman The councils of Philadelphia, by an- ér- |
reason. ST e R dinance passed fn Ocdtober, 1852; dedicated .
A sqlnc“'lmt_d\&-}lmlli"‘; thongh not loss meri- | the necossiry ground in - Independencs ‘ ¢
tarious jnstitution has recently been establish- | Square, to the oroction of &' monuineut com-
ed in Philpdelphia, for the mental training of { memorativg of tho Declaration of lidepen-?
the Idiotic and the Yubecile. The astonishing | dence; and tondered the possession’.of tho
results it has aleady achicved in devcloping | premises to the representatives of. nine or

81k Y opin ;
and javigornting. the weak and clonded intel- ' :

highly satisfactory, showing asteadily increas-
ing-revenue from nearly all the ordivary sour-
ced,

~Tho nggregato receipts for the fiscal year of
1834, including Joans and the balance in the
Treasury, on the 30th of November, 1853,
amoanted to the sum of* 86,665,012 01, The
gross’ anmcnts for the same period, to the sum
of $5,424,983 29; lenving a balance on the 30th
of November, of 31,240,929 72. B
.—Theextraordinary paymenty consisted of the

Commonweallh does 1fdt need thls source of te-
venuwo,, % . . a e

But viowed afoné, ns a matter interesting to the
owners and transporters of tonage, what gudiran.
tee would they Nove that the mies'of transpor-
tation wounld be reducegl, werethis tnx tuken off?
None whatevér, ‘Theasmpany could” chargo ng
heretofora, nmf’lhu's'fbn!izo the-mmount of the
tax in addjtion to their present profits. If they
should not do this, their action would -differ
from that of similar cofporations under like cir-
cumstances.  Biit to n%ni( what i3 claimed, that
a rodnction in the chafges of transportition to
a similar extent, would take place, it must be
perceived would diiplicate the ass o the State;
for she would not anly thorely lose the amount
of the three mill tax, Dut be deprited of  very

about §23,000, to which .there' must bo 'an.
My G - tRere |

=
&

. The proper regulation of this subject greatly
congprns the morsl welfure ot the people, and
for that reason will clajm your anxions consid-
eration. ‘.Perhaps no :other moral question
within the range of-yoor anthority, so :déeply
intereststhe people of every: class,raceand dondi-
tion. Tndeed, the immodernte uke of: hitoxica-
ting dvinks is an evil that has Jeft its fatal mark
in cvery vicinnge. Tts progress, fortunately,

hag been steadily rés)stcd‘lby lindividunls and
large portion of tanagaivhich wonlhe attracted societics, who have employed the power of
to (hcpnnmymny’n roﬁd by this redudtion in the | trnth and reason against it. Thise cflorts h{n:p
rates of transportation;  We ‘are thus brought | done much, and ,l‘l,llt)"dq mq‘rgher%l\cr ta {1\_\14-
to the simple inquity; whether the State shafl { gate the evil.  Avoiding all véxatious encronch-
retain thi« yalnablé’ ingome, to whiel she Is so [ ments upon the rights and privileges of every
justly entitled, or whether she ‘shalt give it to ! citizen, there is“tlearly’ no_vbdson ivhy the in-
the raitrond compnny. . Most certainly the latter | fluence of & well:designed ‘ni)',rcgulntilf and
alternativeshonld not B ardopted, a0 long asthe | rostraining the of intoxicating liquors, should
question of aclling theBtate improvements re- | nat ho brought fo the aid of these individual

rashiy and hastily throw away the advantages of mure of the original States! !

maing undecided.

amounted to.tho .sum of $5,218,099 00. The
ordinary expenditures, including thointerest on
the Blafe debt and all the payments on the fin-
ished Yines of the public works, excluding the
payments on new works ' and loans. amounted
to$4.116,744 84 ;. being $1,101,400 15 less
than the receipts.., ,. -

.-Thig statement may beregarded as the work-
imtth,e Treasury. simplified : aud as estab-
lighing the gratifying fact, that the present re-
lipbleTevenues of the State. exceed the ordina-
r{,or ynayoidablé expenditures, over a miltion
of.dollars ; dnd that, relieved from the demands
for the coastruction of new improvements, the
Tm.su\éy;eould pay a million or more of the
public.debt annually. It will also be perceived
that the income from these sources is steadily
increasing. For instance, in 1846, with the
Stl.to}px at present rates, and the same extent
of jmprovements in use, with nearly all the
presgnt sources of revenucin operation, the
grosy Teceipts amounted to but little over three
and » half miltions.

No more reliable estimate of the operntions
of the Treasury for 1855 can be made, than is
furnighed in the results for 1854. The ordina-

Whilst T regret this unforscen cost and de-
lay, I cannot refrain from repealing my unfal-
tering confidence in the wisdom of the policy
that dictated the completion of this wark.—
The large increase of bnsiness and tolls for the
{uar 'jus.t closed, on the older portion of the
ine, indicates what we may safely anticipate
from the new : and [ cannot doubt, that the
gross amount of business it will command, and
the revenue it will yield, will exceed the most
sanguine expectations of its advocates.
inexhaustible mines of coal with which that
section of the State abounds, the products of
swhich are destined to pass throngh this avenne
to n limitless market, will furnish for it a never
faiting supply of business and tonape.
sides, its completion will be an ntt of justice
to the industrious and enterprising inhnbitants
of that part of the Commansrealth, ho lave
heretofore willingly contributed towanls the
constriction of the olher improvements of the
State, from which they conll derive but Yittle| artifidial bodies within tho timits presceribed by
ndvantage. It will also add to the genernl]the law; and wo should not fuil to profit by the
prospefity of the adjncent country : to theval-|lesson. ° .
ue of property, and consequently Lo the reven-

ues of the State.

The

Be-

their future use.  This uae, to the fuil extent.
in the event ul a sale. can only be secured by »
Jealous protection of the tight of the people o
enjoy it. s

he very first conditions of such a measure
should be, that the works, and every brancli of
them, Le kept at all timea in good order and in
operating condition, and remnin fofever publie:
highways, tor the nse of all persons who may
wish to transport goods or mérchandive over
them, upon tates not groator than those charged
upon othersimilar improveiments. No corpora-
tion should got s of these valuabl
avenues, on such conditions as would enable it
to impose unrensonable burthens on the inturnal
trade and tongge of the State, or in any way to
encronchupon the rights of the individual citi-
zen, . To obviate such results, the powers, pri-
vileges and restrictions of any corporation gel.
ting the works, should be mintitely defined.—
Past experience suggests thesa prudential conn-
nels; for wo havo often seen in this State how
d¥fficalt it is to confine the oporations of these

By tho 20th saction of the nct of the.Oth of

As g nere revenne measure, this tax consti-
tutes an important ard increnaing item in the
annual recelpts of the Treasury. In the yedr
1868, it ameunted tothe sum of $74,000, and
for the year 1834, toﬁf[ﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂ. ©

That this nmount will be materially increas-
od hereafter. is sclf-cvident.  If this important
item be withdrawn from’ the siuking fund,

wnons. . N
Tam aware that thse views *mny be met

with the p'ansible argument that trade ‘nnd
commeree should net-bie thng burthened-—that:
the efteet i< nrejudicial to the business *of {he:
State. Thisis trmeton certnin cktent: and:
should have its full \?éfght in theadjustmentof
' question of this chuiieler. But, it will scarde.
Iy be contended that trade and commeree should
e sustiinéd by contributions from s necdy
Treasnry.  On this prificiple. it could as rea-
sonably be maigtatied that the State.shonld]
make no charges whaterer for the use of her.
own works. CE . i
The nilministration of Gov. Shunk commen-

there will be but Tittle left to sustajn its opera- |1

efforts. -Although thevote of-the people wounld
géem to indicate their version to the particular
mensure of Féform; it is nbt to be inferred; for
that reason they arc averse to all attempts nt
reformation. "Stich an inference, I am donfi-
dent, would not bea true reflectiofi of theirsen.,
tipients.; So far from this, they ‘acknowledge
the existeiice of the evil and the necessity of
roper remedics.  Our present license Jaws, Lo
"this end, might, in my, 6pinion, be usefully re-
visod—the object of such. revigion being to less
sen the vice of intemperauce. ~ That those laws
need such revision, is conceded. - 8o far a5 re-
Tates to the.city of Philndelphin: they are pecu.
linvly prejudicial to public morals, andseem to
have been constructed to promote the conven-
ience of drinking far more than te restrain jts
evil congequérices.  The subject iz worthy of
yonreéarly and deliberaté consideration,

. The report of the Superintendent will exhilift
to vot in'detail, the aperntions of the Cammon
School system for the year just closed ; and T
respectfully” recommend the spggestions of that
offieer to your careful congideralion.

ced the caneellation ‘of the relief issues: and

The greneral Inw of 1849, with amendments
and moﬁ'\ﬁmtions, was re-modeled by the last

lect, shopld secare for it public confidence and
patronage. It commends itsulf to the bonaty
and eave of the State. )
The institutions for the cducation of the
Deal nnd Dumb, and Blind, will also need. ns
they juslly werit, the usual anpuity from the
State. They are in a flouvishing condition,,
and continne to bestow numberless blessings
upon the unfortunate brings committed to their,
charge. . . .
As a scheue for correcting and reclaiming
wayward and offending youth, the House of
Refuge stands pre-cmineat : and is every where
guininzpnblic confidence, Its general influence
upon this elass of erring creatures. is far more
effectunl and humanizing than that of the ordi-
nary moides of punishment. Tt takes charge of
those whose offinces are often the resalt of cir-
cumstances rather than criminal intent; who
fall by Lhe infiuence of bad example. of wicked
associntion, of idle habits or animal necessities;
or whosin Lecanse of theutter want of moraland
mental pegeeption ; whe do wrong rather than
right, becanse they have not the power to dis-
tinguish hetween them.  For such unfortunate
brings, the Jlouse of Refuge possesses the nd-

PR I
Since that time, the States OfNow-York,
New Jersey, Now Hpmpshirey Rhode TIs-
land, Connecticut, Georgiaand Pennsylva-
nin, have signifiéd their. willingness to ac--
cept the proposition on-the terms indiested
by the counclls, and to participate in this .
patriotic work. Delawnre, Maryland, Vif-
ginin and the two Carvliuas, havo taken no,
action on the subject. - - .
1 cannot refrain from sgain. oxpressing
my unabated solicitude for thie -succoss tof.
his movement. 1f American history furr
nishes a single cvent worthy of commemo-
ration by a m t, tho Duelaration of
Independence is that cvent. Jn moral gran-.
deur it is without n parallel, and :stands
above all otliers for the mighty. influence
which it has exerted upon the political, re-
Jigious aud socisl coudition of* mankind.—
1t has boen justly: said, 3t ushdred.io / new
member into the family of nations and elec~
triticd all Eumpe. 1t opencd new vévéla-
tions of litkerty, and changed the | relafions
of people nnd government, by teaching the
one how to reslst and conguer oppression,
and the other the absolute necessity to its
vwh continnance, of recognizing and re-
speeting tho rights of humanity. From'

) A ! May last, providing for the ordinary expensesof | yhat of my i i ccossar avrested the ! Legislature.  The most material parts af the S n ! 1B
ry receipta may be safoly cfmmnlud at o million | Atthe timeof my induction in- govermngpt and other purposes, Nimrod Striok- r"zccm Y‘&;{;‘S‘S})‘g‘é“l'ﬁ‘:}”‘n‘f Hc{iq “m;g;“”\, o nldglmv. which were omitted in the new, were | Yontages of reatroint and_ correction—with lh:t llé\[c forth; @ new, vital and ulcken- .
of dollars above the unavoidable expenditures.| to office the funded debt, land, of Chester connty, Johu N. Purviance, of | loec it of N ; Il suhedistrict. the endowment; nnd scctarian | moral and intellectual training, as well as of | 188 spirit has pervaded theworld. Thyones’

A portion of this oxcess will bo required to
complete, the new Portage railrond. and the
North Branoh canal ;,
be faithfully applied toward the paymeat of the
State debt.

The aggregate receipts on the public works
for the past year, as reported by the Canal
Commissioners, anounted to the rum of $1.-

including acerued juterest,

) amounted to the sum of - 840,154,457 48 ‘counly, werg named as Commisst
and the nemainder should | Add to thig the loan of April,

1852, to conrplete the North
Branch canal, - .

Deduet payment as follows

876,078 88: and the expenditures to the sum j [nterest on outsand-

of $1,101,570 54 ; leaving a balance of $774.-

ing certifieates, $50.083 39

508 24, from which, however, should be de- | Receipts to the sink-

ducted the sum of $37,900, propeily chargen-
ble to the year, for now locomotives and other
unavoidable expenditures—thus reducing the
net profits to $736,008 34, If we add to this,
8181,000 received from the Pennaylvania rail-

ing fund up to this
tine, -

Total funded debt, -

850,000 00

Butier county, and John Strohnyref Lancaster

ers to setile

rency in circulntion. In the spring of TRA3,

cottain debts and claims ngainst the Common-
wealth. It was also mpde tho duty of the Goy-
crnor Lo supply, by sppointment, any vacaney in
this commission whicl might oceur, The gen-
tlemen already named-having declined to serve,

241,004,457 48| [ accordingly appointed Willinm W. Williamsan

- - 1,057,856 15

39,900,

rond company for the three mill-tax, which is| Thefloating debt and nnpaid
appropriations nt the period

clsimed by some a8 a part of the income from
the pulllic works, we find a net revenue of $867,
000 ; asum equal (o the interest on seventeen
raillions of the Gve per cent. debt of the Stale,
The aggregato receipts were £57.121 less than
for-the year 1853, and the reduction mn expen-
ditures amounted to over $159,287.000. The
withdrawal of the business of the Pennavivan-
ia railroad from the Portage road, readily ne-
counts (or this difference.

Viewed in every napect, this exhihit is grat.
ifying. Few similar systems of improvement
in the country can present a more favorable
picture. Some of them, in other States, have
recently been reduced to a condition of virtual

alrendy indieated. - -
Deduct the available halane
then in the Treasury, -

C

The flonting debt, temporary

loans, unpaid

approprin-

tiona, exeept for repaira aficr

the 1at Decemnber, 1RH4,

Balance in the Treasury No-
vomber 30, 1854, nfter de-
ducting the amount appliea-

ble to the ofd public deb

t

and relief 13sues then on

$1.421,090 15
750,000 00
$671,090 15

1,630,000 00

of Cheater connty. William English,

the poliay of enance] 3 wag amain resnmed :'
and tnththig dnte F3f1 88 Tmdd been re-

ceived into the ginking tand, applicable to that
prjpose, leaving the meagre sum of £15:4.778.-
12, to pravide for. The pratifying fact is ap-
parent, therefore, that, without sny further
fegisintion on this subject, the entire outstand-

features.  The former was rejected beenuse of
the unnecesrary thultiplication of offices which'
it anthorized. and the confliet whieh perpetual:
Iy arose hetween the committees and: direntors:
and the Intter, beeause in manifest hiostility to
the true intent of the common &chool system.
These provisions. which reemed to contemplaie

of Phila. | ing balance of relief notes can be withdrawn | a separate schaol extablishment.under seotarian

dolphin, and Jobn C. Magill, of Westmorcland | from circulation and deatroyed during the enr- { patronage, atthough controlled by the common

cuounty, in their stead.

vent yenr. Ttis true that thesesissues havenot

school directors, were originally engraftcd upon

After & tedious and Inborious investigution, { cqme into the Treasury ns rapidly as tho funds | the acts of 1836 and 1838, and were agnin re-
these gentlemen have completed the duty as-1for their cancellation” haye nccomaulated, and | enncted in 1840, They were very properly
signed to them, and tho result will e commu- { that, consequently. n portion of the receipts | stricken from the syrten by the Inw of last

1,103,019 54 | nicuted’to you, in detail, in their own report.

have not been invested ; bat this difficnlty will

session.  Should cfforts be made in the futore.

1 regret to percelve that the accounts 80 €X- | 14 ohvinted in June next, swhen-the law will go | at similar innovations, come whence they. may,

537 04 |nmined and settled, exceed the amount of the

approprintion nearly $150,000, It is wall,hiow.
ever, to sge tho end of clalms of this charactar;
and haying accomplished this, it will be prodent |
to guard against the recuvrence of @ siwflar
state of affuirs. Indeed, the practice of con-
tracting debts on the pullic works, should beat
ouco and forever abandoned. It has bLeen o
fiuitint sourco of confusion in the accounts, i
not of palpable wrong upon the Treasury. The
right to scatter the credit of the Commonweaith
in this unguarded way, is, I venture to assert,
without a parnliel in the management of public
atfuirs,  Of the many defeets fn the svstomn of
managing the State improvements, this has heen
the most productive of evit.  In my frst, asalso
in my last annnal message, I most curnestly
urged the Genoral Assembly teprovide, by luw,

intn operation which forbids the banks and re-
ceiving officers of the Commonwenith to pay ont
there issues. and requires them to be presented
nt the Trensury for canccllation. Wo shall;
therefore, saon sce the last of a currenoy which
hns olluted the cuannefs of eirculation for thir-
teen years past: and [ (rust that the lescon
vhns taught haa been quite safficient to warn usd
azainst similar errors for all time to come.

My opinions on all questions that coneern the
enrreney, have heen &0 often expressed, that
they must be well known to the Legislature,
and need not be given, at length, in this com-
muniention.  Without, ab any time, assnming
jt would be wise for this State. regardless of
the policy of ather Commonsvenlths, to dispense
suddenly il entirely with banks of issue, it

it is hoped thiey may he promptly rejected.—
The system. fo be cffectund, must be simple
and uniform in its operatians.  Specinl legisia-
tion, inconsistent with the general Iaw, appli-
cable to particilar Jocalities or districts, to -
wwer temporary or partial ends, always las,
and always will embarrags the adminisiration
of the general system, and should for this rea-
ron be carcfully avoided. The integrity of its
form, not less than the means to sustain its
operations, should be coustauntly maintained,
and sacredly charished by the government.

A new featare in the avatem, adapted in the
aw of Inst session, ereating the office of Coun-
ty Superintendent hns not. as yet, been fully
tested : and there evidently exists some diver-
sity of opinien ns to the wisdem of the provis.

instruction in the nspal porsnits of life, withe
out the digracennd chilling jnluence of prison
conﬁpunung. The resplts, therefore, often are,
that 1ts inmates go back to society. enred of all
moral defiction, and competent to fill the place
of correct and useful members of commaunity.
During the past summer, the magpificent
structure creelod uncer the snpervision of cer-
tain henevolent gentloncn of Phindelphia, as
new . Honse of Refnge, was comp{cted and
thrown open for public inspection.  The capa-
city,.order aned arrangeinents, in esery. partica-
lar. of this admirable building, are fully cqual
to the design of it founders. It is pn honor to
them and an arnament to the beantifnl city in
which it is situnted 1 and itz good eflecty in fu.
tuse, under the same systematic and wise dis-
cipline which #o cminently distinguished its
past maungement, will not be rveadily over-
rated.

The Western ITouse of Refige situatean the
Ohio viver, 8 sliort distance below Pittshure, 1
am gratilicd to say, is also completed and ready
for inmates. . Though less imposing, a8 to size
and capacity, thau its stately compeer of the
east, it possesses ail the order, cconomy of
space, and perfect adaptation to the purposes
designed, that charncterize tho wore costly
structure at Philadclphin; and it is also be-
lived t5'be quite adequate, as to size, to present
wants, while it is built with express reference
to future additions, should they become neces-

have hren shaken, empires have becn.oyer:

tnrned, socicty has been goprufsed, blood
and carnage have desolated: fhio earth’y . but
still the intelligenco and sonls of the . peow-
ple of all Christendom have becn so 'vivie
fied, elevated and expanded, to s compres

hension of thelr rights, as will never bo ob, .. ..

literated or forgolten; Lut will advance,
enlarge and incresse, until that moral and
social pruparation for the appreciation and
enjoyment of liberty shall be effected, which,
in the divine cconomy s so indispensablo
to the permanence of free inatitutions.

As the third generation of that posterity,
for whom the men of the%ovolution chicfly ;
fabored and suffred, and died, it is peen-
tiarly fitting that we should crect sueh rep~
resentations of their great and controlling
acts as shall speak to our own houits, to
our children’s hentts. and shall testify to
God and the worll; that wo appreciate snd
reverones, and would cultivate and dissem-
inate thu mighty fruths and principles which
bronght our nation into existence, which
constitute jts very life, and of which it
scems designated by Providence to be—the
special defonder and protector. L

I believe we shoilld have o monument to
perpetunte the remembrance of the, great
event, from which gucht manifold and ides-
timable blesshigs havo sprang ; ‘some im-
perishable memorial” of our gratitude to
the authars of the Deeliration of Indepen-
denco; to the heroes who participated qn
tho mighty struggle; an enduring® witoess

o

ingolvency. The increase of business on the| hand - < - 8865,029 aq | it po debt should be contractell by the nmt‘vrs‘ ! ! on. Tt is already very obyvio L Teast, that | Sary- the graat thi N .

' - - 3,328 . ) ~asary b has been nniformly held that the amount of 1 is already very obvious, at least, that : - of the great things done amongst us and
State works for the two last {mm_ has ex- ::dtl’x‘:m[:u:::lk;(:v:::nk‘:]m::q‘lh:r:“n:rr\l;::;xlv:“::‘h;:‘r Do capital “53;\ busis for paper circnlation. | it5 beneficial workings must dépend mainty ) Z‘\cx(hcr oll'(!xcsc buildings have, T presume. ) for us; au embodiment of the origin and. |
ceeded our anticipations; and but for the ne- Ralanece, - - - - R765920 00 i should be closely Lmited to the urgent wamts | VPOD the character of the agents scleeted to | C08 erected without involving their projectors | principles of our government; somo distin- -,

cesgity which scetned to exist for areduction
in tolls to meet surrounding competition, the
revenue would have been largely increased.—
The general movement now on foot amongst
railroad companies, to adrance these rates, may
perhaps relicve the State to some extent in this

rufgct. '
e Delaware division makes o most grati-
fying. exhibif. The gross receipts counted

Nuring the same period the following appro-
printions and payments have been made toward
the construction of new improvements, to wit:

For the re.consiructing of the

Columbia  railroad, -

For the new railroad over the

Allegheny mountaing, -

For the completion of the Wes.-

tern reservoir, - - - -

07.'éhowin;{von net profit of £305.588 40: a{ni i locks on the Delnware di-

sum équal fo the interest on six millions of the
public debt, and to 20 per cent. on the origin-
al cost of the work, including the expenditures
for new locka.

The North Branch eanal and the Columbia
raifrond also present favorable results. The
business and tolls on the former have inereascd
with marked rapuhity : and the management
on both these hranches bear the marks of skill
and cconomy.  The expenscs on the Affegheny ‘
Portage road have been Inrgely reduced, and
the business better regnlated than at any for- i
mer period. As nowhole, T feel constrained Lo
say that the condition of the public works has |

vigion, - - -
Sundry special payments,

The foregoing figures exhibit the astonish-

514,407 60
1,117.955 93

. . L 52,358 00
£309.327 07,"and tho expenditures 859,338 | por (he North Rranch canal, - 1,200,352 76

100,310 99
05,353 71

3,086,778 05

paid for in eash ; and that each officer should be
compelled to settlo his acovunts promptly. The
examinations just made, demonstrate still more
clearly the necossity for such reform.

Repeated attompts have been made to repeal
so much of tho act incorporating the Peuusyl-
vania railrond company, as requires it to pay
into the Treasury anuually, a certain per cent-
age on the amount of tonage which may pass
overthatroad as an equivalent fur the privileges
granted by the Commonwealth; bul the General
Assembly have ns repeatedly rejected the prapo-
sition; and I sincercly hope, that s0 long as tho
State may need the revenne from thissanrce, all
future attompts to accomplish this end way meet
a similar fate,

laving been connected wifh tho legislation
which brought this company inte existence, and
clearly cognizant of the motives nnd purposcs

inz fact that the Tneasury has been annually | which governed the Legislature in imposing this

payng over a million of dollars tow

construction of new improvanents, an

same hime nnr‘nmplialm{

s the public debt.
As mado my duty by an act of the Legisla-

ture. approval the 27th of April last, provid-

ands the [ condition ou the grant, [ can discover na reasen,

d nt the | in subsequent events, to Justify the relinquish- | pjaved Commonwealth ‘the shock has been
a small reduction of | ment of thia valuabie reservation ; bul many, on

the contrary, to sustain its justice and utility.
The discussions pending the incorporation of
the company, will best indicate the olject of this
restriction.  The construction of a railroad from

of commerce and trade. § I the experience of
the country is worth any+ thing _at alf, it has
demonstrated the correctness of this poliey :
k- that the use of small bank notes should bo
discouraged and forbiddan. . In accordance with
this view of the subject, T have, an past ocea-
sinns, refured to sanction'any extensive increaso
of banking capital. !

Tixery commercinl conptry is liable to alter-
nate sehsons of excitemedt and  depressjon s to
periods of extravagant *overtrading, followed
by ruinons revolutions. | The reaction now felt
is the inevitable, if’ not the natural <'ounévrpnr!
of nn undue expansion of cradit, in the form of
bank paper, railroad, Htate and corporation
bonds and individual obligations. Tn those
States where Lhe free, or stock-banking system
had stimulated the expansion, the workings of
the reaction have been digastrous.  Inour awn

sensibly fult, though far less severe than In
other parts of the conntrg, - Iler partial eseape,
it is believed, is mainly owing to her pradent
and restriétive policy in the use of bank credit.

rarry it into operation.  Competent and faith.
ful Superintendents may produce the happicsl
results 3 whilst the ageney of thoe ignorant or
inefficient will be atiended by the reverse con-
scquences.  In order to give this new feature
of the law a fair trisl, in will be necessary,
{herefore, for the directors, in the respective
countics, to selest Superintendents with sole
reference to their adaptation to the daties of
tho station. -
Of the muny obstacles in the way of thecom-
pletc suceess of our common school system, the
one most prominent, and most diffieult to re-
move, ig ({:c want of competent teachers. Tn
some cnmmunitics, T regret to say, the system
has fallen into comparative indfMiciency. beeause
rrood teachers cannot be found : and in others,
themost vexatious conseqenees have arisen from
the employment of the illiterate and incompe-
tent. Nothing conld exercise & moro prejudi-
cin] influence s fndeed, between a very bad
teacher and none ait all, the latter alternative
might, in many inscantes be preferred.  This
deficienoy ig clearly manifest. and hard to oh.

viate., Samtc af the best minds of ‘the State

in pecomiary liability and perhaps loss. The
entire State has a deep interest in such truly
meritorious jnstitutions : and whatever relief
can be given to thum by (he Legislature, con.
sis}.cnll_v_with thi¢ condition of the Treasury or
our public ecngagmments, should be cheerfully
extendad.

The interests of Agrignltureare ardently com-
mendud to _\'nurcm‘t.gs}lxlcnsirc and energetic
efforts bave been recently minde to disseminate
correct information concerning this great pur-)
suit, and in this way to confer upon tlie farmer
the ndvantages of a scientific a8 well as ngrent.
ly vcfined, practieal unders{anding of the noble
pursuit in which he is engaged.

The utdlity of a College, devoted to the
xcience of Agriculture, with a model farm
attached—whereln the piinelples of n=cien-
title cultivation of the soil, and manual la-
bor in that porsuit, would bo joined to the
usun) acndemical studies—has been stroug-
Iy pressud upon my attention. It Is believ-
¢d that such an institution cun be success-
fully organized, under the auspices of tho
Stato and County Agricultural socicties,

The practice adopted and maointained by

guishing mack of the place of the natjon’s

birth; n conscerated “tetnple “of Hberty, -

about which unbord gencritions of Amgri-.
cans way moct and renow their atsurances’
of fidelity to the principles of thio Declara-
tion and to their natural offapring~tho Con-
atitution and the Union." Iam for this wark
most earnestly 3 and' T trust that Pounaylva-
nia will not permitit to fali; bub that it
may bo pressed upon tho atténtion of, tha:

original thitheen States, until éach and’all - -

shall eviuco a willingness and Qetermigasr
tiguto participate in tho. orection of this.

glorious structure, To this sud I respect-, .

fuily uggast to the General Assembly, the,
proprioty.of again calling the attention.’ of

f

the orlginal States to the subject,’ by r¢so- -

1ution or otherwlise. .

In closing my last commanicatlon to glie -

A’

General Assembly, and terminating my offi=’
cial rolationswith the peoplo 6f my natird
Commouwealth, I may bo induigod in &
briof and;general reforonco to hor present
proud position as & meniber -of the .

great -

family of States, and to tho patriotisty ine 1

tegrity, and getcral prosperity of hep cits
fzens. . The advantageous geographical pa-

boen improved dur TR jing for the sale of the main line of the public
other \\&E&:‘u\l\r‘dc:::gn:\::\mi:;t\ ()‘:?:ml::nt:: ‘ works, sealed proposals for its purehase were
g invited, up to the first Monday of July last.—

the matter of contracti ) chie! 'ms
ing debis, which i secms | o offors were snade under this invitation : and

It is, a1 least, very clear, that had the free, or
stock-banking plan, at oue time so zealously
advocated, been adopted in this State, or had

sition of PPonnsylvania, with a fuo harbot
apen to tho Atlantic, and another conncct~
ing hier centrally with the magnificent chain
of western lake navigation—hor long branch- .

Harrisburg to Pittsburg, parallel with the State
works, aan sery properly urged as lnlhspcnsupl_\'
uecessary to moet the wants of the travelling

haye been ocenpied and perplexed with it, and
until recently. no géneral and pratticable plan
for its removal had been devised,

the last Guneral Assembly, in reftrence to
orimibus bills and apcc{;\l legislation, Iz
an improvement of such value nsto com-
mend itself as p settled rule; and I confl-

hag heen alinost entiredy aveided.  The officors

oin the respective lines roport that they have g’;‘;‘;ﬁ,x:lflﬁq?’n& uf:é:rﬁ:,;c;' ‘:—‘it:;hclhl: tfl."ﬂl.olf

paid all expenses ; and some of them have gone
20 far 08 to 88y to the Canal Board that they
will he personally responsible for any debts
that may bereafter be discovercd.  Thisis tru-
ly & great reform—for nothing has cost the
State so much, 8s the pernicioun practice of
making debts onthe public works ;—1 sttt
think it should be interdicted by positive Iaw.
In my last message T gave my wicws nt
tength, a# to the principlesand rules that should
controlin tho managcment of State improve.
ments, and I need not repeat them in this,
would respectfully suggest, however, that

section of the act, for pro

period of my last inessago.

sioners to o fixed rate of tols for the whole| tective of the rights and interost

) ot : - s | 8alo might not prove i i
rocting the operations of the public works 8¢ Y i Jorou
1 " to mect the | weal-  But it f certainly neithe
shquld, it scems to me, bo left freo 10 | Hoto assumo that they ¥ nel hor wise nor poli-

oxigencies in trade and commerco, 13 they mny
grise.
Tho work on the Mountain railroad hes pro-
slowly, and it.is obvious that it will not
ba fully completed boforoe the suamer of 1855.
Y must coufess mysclfsadly- disappointed as Lo
tho timo and money consumed in the conatrue-
tiori of this work.  Tho cxpenditures, since I
camo into ofice, have greatly exceoded tha whole
amount cstimated as neeessary to complete the
lino; and yeb, it is but justice to say, that the
Pennsylvanis railroad, lying paral el with it,
has cost o still larger Gome per wile.

ovor can be obfalned or tha
any evont, be given away.

own osiato.
qapitaliata in advance,

salg, to be submit-
ted to the Genernl Assembly ; but none have
been veceved.  This improvement is, therefore,
alil} the property of the State, subjoct to snch
disposition ag the Legislature may decm neces-

snr{.

My mind has undergone no change on the
subject of selling the public works, since the
I think the policy
of the measure depends malnly upon the prico
i l\m} can be obtained, and the conditions on
o ‘\:‘mi:‘ }mrf\lmnen may be willing ta hold these
1 ] 5 vorks {or the uae of the pullic,

much of tha law that binds the Canal Commis- | aud falr consideration, nnn!!“(;\“\irln:‘:\‘:l):‘pl: 12:)1!

0 ! i 8 of t
scason, should be repealed. The officera di- | in the future unjoymoent of “‘uﬂ“om glll\’\\?n(ﬁfé

8 1o the public |portion of the State.

public, and to enable our metropolis lo compete
successfully with other commorcial citica. Tho
vory firat and most formidable difficuity which
presonted tsell in tho way of this enterprise,
was the prejudieial offict such a work might
have upon the business and profita of tho main
line of the public improveroents. It wasutged
on the one hand, that the State works had been
constructed at the expense of the people of tho
entire Qommonwealth—that thoso residing in
the extromo portions of the Stato, as well as
thoso of tha interior, had annunlly contributed
towards the payrment of the {nterest on the debt
which had thus boen contracted; and, thereforo,
the Legislaturo could not, consistently with the
principles of juntice and equity, make n grant
that would depreciate the value of property
which belonged to all, for the purpose of foster-
ing the growth and prosperity of & particular
Good fuith and correct
On tho

moral principle forbade such actiom.

b0 Aold for what- Jother hang, it-was nlleged that tho increased
4 ihey ahowld, in |usihess which snch an inprovemont would

Nothing conld havg | th "~
a more profudicial offeet npon tho ‘n‘cmmu\u wwow upon the Columbia railroad, and the cn

tho State ag Involved in these improvomeonts,
than the avowal <\l‘t uu:l:lh a determination. 4
is it loss unwise to disparage tho valuc of thoe {constitute N

Gommontwealtl’s property, at tho very momaont {and thus 32 lt‘\’R\pm remuncration to her coffam,
of putling it in market for salo. No intelligont | owntrs of the works to be affected.  Buta ma-
private citizon would go nct In reference to hia |jority of the Legislature concluded that some
1o woyld hardly give notico to [additional bonoﬁ

that ho would sell lis jthe adoption of the provision to which I havo| tent.
farm for o fair price; but if unwilling to pay [referred.
such reasenable consideration, they could bave

of {hanced value of property adjacent te the pro.
o posed road, from which {he State would derive
or |incrensed rovenue in o form of taxes—would

Justico to the people as the

our present syalem beea greatly expanded, the
position of affairs in our commercial metropolis
would not have been so favorable as at present.
Had the natural tendency to speculation re-
ceived this artificial stimulant—the limits of
safety, like the lessons of expericnce, would
have been passed nnheeded ; ns itis, some good
men, in the pursuil of uscful enterpriscs, have
been prostrated. It is most nnfortunnte, that
under this jufluence, all must suffer olike,.—
These who profit lenst by the expansion, are
often aflected most by tho contrnotion, ' This
in cspeoially the cnee withlabor, which is uni-
formly the last to be clevated in times of pros-
perity, and the first to 8o down in those of de-
pression.  The banks, as & 'general rulo, make
the most out of these convulsions, Tt is often
their errror to flatter the'merchant snd trader
when the tide of prosperity yuns high, and to
forsnke him on the first appearance of its ebb-
ing. Even sound banks and of goeod repute, it
is said, avo seeking to make moncy out of the
wepent orisls, by shafing their capital and its
{wuumﬁ with brokers and jobbers, instead of
aiding the business conminily at legitimato
rates. Ilow far theseallegntions aro warrant-
cd, it is difficult to decido; bubit is Lo bohoped
that fow, if any of our banks aro justly linble to
this charge, for such a pragtice would be highly

ta wero demanded, and henco | improper, and well ealeulated to oxcite discon-

Buch n departuro from legitimate busi-
ness would demand n promupt remedy st your

The stock was subscribed with a full know- | hands. It may be difiicult to confino these in-
)

The plan of granting penmancnt profess-
ional certificates, by officers skilled in the art
of tenching, and emincnt in literary and_scien-
tifie nequirements, to teachers who satisfactori-
1y pass & thorough examination, in the several
branches of study, which the act of May, 1854,
requires 10 he tanaht in every district, and also
in tha art of teaching, is alrendy obviously of-
feeting decided improvement in this regard, and
it is believed will do much towards placing the
profession upon & high and firm basis.

.. Normal schools, it is urged, could in nddition,
to some extent, supply the deficiency, but the
expenses of suchan institution would beheavy.
The souroe of this diffienlty, it is clear, can be
traced in o great measure, to the want of n
proper appreciation in the public mind, of the
position and business.of a teacher. The pro..
fesston, for this reason, in addition to the ab.
senco of o fair compensation, hns not been at-
trnetivd, Indeed, it has scarcely been regarded
as n profession ab nll, but rather ng*n prelimi-
nary step to some other pursuit.,  Well dircet-
cil efforts'have recently been ‘made’ to chango
the genern! sentiment on thig point, and I re-
Jjoice in the belief that these havo mot been in
vain; and thay the day is not far dwstant, when
tho profession of teacher will be cqual to the
aspirations of the most ambitious of our peoplo ;
when its distinctions, dignities and pecuniary
rewnrds, will command tho timo and thoughts
of the moat gifted, I can- 6eo no reason why

dently trust this salutary precedent may
not be disregarded. .
Obscurity, ¢onfusion and i acy in
tho construction of our laws; inreads 'upon
privats rights, and unguarded corporaty’
privilegos, litigation and confusion fu the
interpretation and admisistration of onr sta~
tutes, have been tho frults of a loose and
. unguarded system of logislation. .Theevil

and the reinedy should be chcrished w_m\
unylelding . tenaclty.  Special legislation
has so littlo to recommond or sustain it in
prineiplo, it is” surprising 1t had been so
ng ondured. Although much was done .
by the two preceding legislatures by gener-
nl laws, to obviate any stpposcd nocosaity ™
for apasial nots, there still Is much "to bo -
performed in avolding a'return to thia une
safo practico. It is bolioved that goneral
1aws can bo so framed as to avold in most
oasos the neeossity for spooial acts, and tho
propasition {8 most onrhcs(l? commended
.o your favorablo considerntion. . }
The omnibus system, a pemlelonumodu
of leglslatlop, by which tho most” up-
osite meansures, good and bad, aro thrown
ogother In ono bill and under ono titlo,
was, T reJoico to ady, entiraly brokon' down
and discardud by the last” Goneral” Asseme
bly. Tho volunic ot lnws for 1854 contains’
no acts of this- clinractor, Each law om-

lint been_ong of the greatest magnitudo, | |,

bragosbut o singlo sutdect, and that indlta-
ted by its propur title. M

P

ing rivers, nprcndinf; their arms and aricrics
through cvory portl

1all added to hior fertilo sofl and oxhaustless’
deposits of yaluablo mincials—present &
combipution ‘of the natural elements: of

on of her temitory—

gréatuess, scarealy cqualled’in our own &r

any other qnarter

of the globo. "These

havo made her an . attractivo fleld; for-the- .

scleneo, industry, nnd . enterpride -of ming.

and all her natural advantages bavo beep.:

_cheriatied and oultivated, until she baa?
reached a condition of varied waalth and
positivo prosperity. Her system of jntab- .
‘nal improvements w1l safely com‘um with
those of any sistor Stato, whother {n rogard

to comploténcas in_constructlon, or tho ex- ;

tont of country which thoy travorse. ' Not

hiave the highpr hopes of humanity ‘beon
disrogarded by our statesmen, ond the

plo at largo 5 us tho liporal provisiond for

commion schools, Acndemics and Collcgas,

.nud our numerous crowded Churches ntleaty

while, at tho smmo time, tho varfous Asy-~

lums for tho Iosund, and for the, unfortu-

nate of all classos and conditions, and Ifou-

ges of Hofugo, for tho roformation of tho
wayward und_crring, silontly, .yet suroly, ',
boear witnesa that the causs of "Lbynovolenco,

has always found offectivo advocates within "'

her bordors.
Tn physioal improvomont awd “population
lior progress hna boon stendy and rapid.—

" Yn.the daya 6f Governor Snydor tho-oroc. "
. tlon of a bridge ovor the §usquchmxm Tive



