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HUNTINGDON, PA.

Wedn-esduy morning, July 24, 186‘?

WM LEWIS, Yoo
TUGH LINDSAY, § Bpitons.
0. Congress adjourned on Saturday last

to meet again on the 2lst November. No

movement was made toward the impeach-
ment of the Presidant.

So we Go.—We find the following in
tho Wasbington nows of last Friday:

“Tho Tounse closed the day’s proves-
dings by passing a bill prohibiting any
distinction on aceount of color in hold-
ing offico or in sitting on the jury in
this ¢ity. Nothing else of importance
was dona.”

Trouble Ahead.

Wae publish to-day the Supplementary Re-
constraction Bill, and the President’s veto
of the same. The bill was immedintely
passed, by a party vote, over the veto, and
is pow n law, bolierod to be unconstitutional
by the President and Cabinet and a large por-
tion of the people. The passages in the veoto
most objectod to by the Republican press arc
the following ¢ '

“Whilst T hold the Chiof Executive authority af tho
United states; whilst the obligation resta upon me toseo
that nil the Iaws are faithfully execntod, T can never wil-
lingly snrrender that teust, or the powers given for its
oxecrfion ; I can never giremy assent ts be mado 1espon
nible for the faith{ul execution of laws, and, at the samc
time, surrender that tryst and tho powers which nceom.
pany it, to any other exeentivo bfticor, high or low, or to
21)3 number of exccmi:e officerg. )

® * *
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#Tha remedy niust coma from the peopls thentsalves.—
They know what it is, and how it isto be appliod. At
the present timo they caunot. nccording to the forms of
tho Constitation, repeal these Iaws. They cannof remove
or control this military despotism, The remedy iy never-
theless in their hends. 1t is to bo fonnd in the ballot,
and is a sure on it not controlled by fiawd, overawed by
arbitrary pewer, or from apathy on their part too long

delayad,

* With abiding confildenco jn their patriotism, wisdom
and futegrity, I am still hopeful of the future, and that
intho end the rod of despotism will be brokan, the armed
heel of power lifted from the necks of tho people, and the
Pprinciples of o violsted Censtitution preserved.”

Read the bill and tho veto and think and
net for yourselves, The opinions aud actions
of the mere partisan leaders havo too long
countrotied the pooplo. The storm is coming,
and the innocent must suffer most.

Wendell Phillipy on Negro Office

Holders,

Mr. Wendell Phillips, in the Anti
- Blavery Standard for last week, is
“very glad to obtain an inereasing in-
clination among the colored men ot
the South to elaim shars in the future
management of public affairs,” and he
notes with satisfaction that the mayor-
alty of Richmond is claimed for a eol-
ored shoomal er, with throo places out
of fivo for blaeks in tho City Council,
and says, “this iaas it should bo; we
trust they will be elected” Xe also
hopes wheraver the blacks will be in
& majority “to seo ere loy the offices
in their keeping.” “This/" says Thil-
lips, “is the logical sequenco of their
omancipation and enfranchisement.”
Ho then flogs the oditor of tho Tri-
bune and other lagging Radicals into
the ranks inthe following paragraph :

Whether voluntarily or not, the Re-
publican party, or a more worthy suc-
cessor, must, at an early period, throw
widoopen the doors of official station
10 the blacks upon equal terms with
the whites in beth State and national
governments despite the protestations
of the Tribune and the weak kneed
and blindly selfish politicians. Two
colored mon have sorved Massachu-
soits in tho capacity of legislators with
orodit to the State and honor to them-
selves. Wo shall not gbjeet to an
“arm-in-arm” spoctatle, whon it shall
consist of a Massachusetts Prosident
and a Seuth Carolina Vico Prosident,
white and colered respectively, to bo
duly inaugurated in offlcial position in
tho national Capitol. To this goal we
aro tending. Wo shall have no stone
unturged to hasten the day.

ya.An amusing account is given,
by tho corraspondent of the ‘I'raes, of
a vegistration scene which ho witness-
ed in Georgia, the Board of Officors
consiating of two whito and one color-
ed man;” Seven nogroes were called
and listened attentively to thoreading
of thooath. Wo can best give it in
his own words: -

“The reader threw in for their bone-
fit a running exogesis of tho oath, caus-
ing thom to guffaw by a droll look
when he recited that part of it which
makes them swear that they had nover
held any ‘executive or judicial office in
any State;' while, whon he camo to
road the prohibition against register.
ing by those who had been disfyan.
chised for folony, and explained ‘felo-
ny’ by the gloss ‘such as cow-stealing,’
they were so struek by the drollery of
the interprotation that their bodies
bent and swayed in uncoentreliable
meorriment. Throughout all the reci-
tal their ceuntonances showed a des-
perate mental offory to keop their ‘holv’
of the meaning, and during the read-
ing of the main'body of the oath the
offort was moasurably successful ; but,
when the registering oflicor came to
whers the formula speaks of tan act
supplomentary to an act. tho poor fol-
lows became perfectly flabbergasied;
liko Tumiow,they found their intellocts
giving way under the severo sirain,
and they lapsed into mere outer dark-
ness and collnpso.”

A Fararer Dirsrormis Sox.—There
bas been a terrible fire in Evansville,in
which somo ef the best morchants’
houses were burned down. Tho Evans.
ville “Courier” says, and it is nobler
and bravor than Casabianea:

Wo rogret to chronicle tho loss of a
ugeful man, a loving and kind husband,
& brave fathor—for in tho act of say-
ing bis son’s life the fathor was buried
beneath thoe burning ruins. Mr. Magon-
nis was omployed in the factory as a
malker of gafes, and bas, wo beliove, ns
an assistant, his somn, o lad somesixteon
years old. These two were working in
the wpper story whon the alarm was
given, aud, secking 10 make an oxis,
found theivratraat out off. The fath-
cr helped ln3 son Lo reach o window,
and, pasbing bim from i, eank Lack
exbwsted into the vaging fuennae be-
neath. The body was badly burned,
and whon tho fire was somewhat sab-
ducd, thers was gathered. from near
where the deor had been, a heap of
shriveled, blackened remains—all that
was left of anoble man who had died
while striving to savo alifo that was
dearver than his own,

p9.0ur nsnal quantity of local mat-
ter has been crowded ouat by tha veto
and other doguments,
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Supplemental Reconstruction Agt,

Srerion I Thatitis bereby declared
(o hiave bean tho true intent and mean-
ing of the act of the second day of
March, 1867, entitled “an act to pro-
vide for tho mors efficient government
of tho rebel States,” and the act supple-
men{ary thoeroto, passed the twonty-
third of March, 1867, that the govern-
ments thon oxisting in the rebel Stales
of Virginia, North Cuvolina, South
Caroling, {Georgia, Alnbama, Mississip-
pi, Lonisiana, Florida, Texas, and Ar-
kanens, woere not logal governments,
and that Lthereafter said governmaents,
if continued, wero to be continued sub-
jeet in all respects to tho military
commanders of tho reapective distriets,
and to the paramount authority of
Congress.

Skc. 2. That the commandar of any
district named in said act eball havo
power, subject to the disapproval of
tho Goenoral of the army of the United
States, and to have effeet till disap-
proved, whenever, in the opinion of
such commandor, the proper adminis-
tration of said aet shall require it, to
suspend or remove from office, or from
the perfsrmanco of official duties, and
the oxerciso of official powers, any of-
ficer or porsen holding or exercising,
or professing to hold or exorcise, any
civil or military-office or duty in such
district, under any power, election,
appointment, or authority derived
from, or granted by, or claimed under,
any so called State, or the government
thercof, or any municipal or other di-
vision theveof; and upon such sugpen-
sion or removal sueh commander, sub-
ject to the disapproval of the General,
a8 aforesaid, ghatl have power to pro-
vido from time to time for the per-
formance of the said duties of such of
ficer or person so suzpended or remov-
ed by the detail of some compotent of-
ficor or soldier of the army, or by ap-
point of some other persen to perform
the same,and to fill vacancies ocea-
sioned by death, resignation, or other-
wise,

Sec. 8. That the Gonerat of the ar—
my of the United States shall bo inves-
tod with all the powers of susponsion,
removal, appointmant, and detail gran-
ted in the prevediag goction to district
commandera.

Szc. 4. That the aots of the oflicors
of the army already done, in remov-
ing in said districta persons exercising
tho functions of civil officers, and ap-
pointing others in their satoad, aro
bereby confirmad; provided that any
person heretofore or hereafler appoin.
ted by any district commander to ox-
ercise the funclions of any civil office,
may be removed either by the military
officer in command of the distriet, or
by the General of the army; and it
sball be the duty of such commander
to remove from office ag aferesaid all
persons who ars disloyal te the Gov-
erdment of the United States, or who
use their official influcnes fn auy man-
ner {0 hinder, delay, praveat, or ab-
struct thoe due and proper administra-
tion of this act and the nets to which it
is supplementary.

Sec., 5. “I'hat the beards of registra-
tion provided for in tho act entitled “an
act supplomentary to an aect eatitled
an act to provide for the more efficient
government, of the rebel States,” pass-
ed XMah. 2, 1807 ; “and to fagilitato jras.
toration,” passed March 28, 1867, shall
have powor, and it shall bo their duty,
bofore allowing the registration of ary
person, to ascertain, upon such fact or
information as they can obtain,wheth-
erguch person ia eatitled to be “rog-
istered undor Zsaid act, and the oath
required by said act shall not be eon-
clusive on such question; and no pers
son shall be registered unless such
board shall decide shat he is ontitled
theroto ; and such board shall also have
power to examino under’ oath, to be
administerad by any member of suoh
board, auvy one touching the qaalifica-
tion of any person claiming registra-
tion ; but in every caso of roefusal by
the board to register an applicant, and
in overy ease of striking bis name
from the list 85 bercinalter provided,
tho board shall make o wote or momo-
randum, which shall be veturned with
the registration list to the command-
ing general of thoe district, setting forth
the ground of sueh vefusal or such stri-
king from the list: Provided that no
porson bo disgualified ns & momber of
any board ef registration by reason of
race or color,

Sec. 6. That the true iantent and
menning of tho oath presented in said
supplementavry act i3 (among ether
things) that no person who hasbeen &
member of the Liegisiature of any
State, or who has held any cxeculive
or judicial offico in any Stato, whathor
lie bas taken an oath to support the
Constitution of the United States or
not, and whother he was holding such
office at the commoncemont of tho re.
bollion, or had held it befove, and who
has afterwards engaged in insurree-
tion or robellion against the United
States, or given aid or comjort to the
onomios thereof, is entitled to bs veg-
istered or to vote ; and the words “ex-
ecutive or juditial” office in any State,
in gaid oath mentioned, shall be eon-
strued to include all civil offices crea-
ted by law for the administration of
any general Inw of a State, or for tho
administration of justice.

Skc. 7. And be it further enacted , That
the time for completing tho orjginal
rogistration, provided for in any act
may, in the diseretion of the comman-
dor of uny district, bs extended to the
first day of October, 1867; and the
board of rogistration shall have pow-
or,and it shall be their duty, com-
monoing fourteon days prior te any
election under said act, and upon rea-
sonable publio notice'of the lime and
place thoreof, to revise for a period of
fivo days the registration lists, and
upon being satisfied that any person
not entitled theroto bas been registar-
ed, to striko the namo of such person
tfrom the list, nnd such porson sball not
be allowed to vole. And suech board
shall also, daring the samo poried, add
to such registry the namos of all per-
sons who at that timo possess tho
qualifieations required by said act,
wha hiave not boon nlready registered,
and no peraon ehall at any time be
antitle:l to ho reginterad or to voto by
reason of any excensive pardon or am-
nesty, tor any act or thing which, with-
out such parden or amnesty, wonld
disqualify him from registration or ve-
ting.

SEc, 8. That all mewmboers ef said
boards of registration, and all persons
herenfter elected or appointed to of-
fico in paid military districts under
any so-called Siate or municipal au-
thority, or by detail gé- appointment
of the distriot commander, shall be re-

quiredto tale and subscribe to the sath
of offico preseribed by law for the of-
ticors of tho United States.

8ro. 9. T'hat no district commandar,
or member of the board of registration,
er any officer or appointes acting un-
dor them, shall be hound in his action
by any opinion of-any civil officer of
tho United States.

Sk0. 10. That section 4 of said last
named act shall be construed to au-
thorize the commanding general nam.
ed therein, whenever he shall deem it
needful, to remove any wmember of a
board of registration, and appoint an-
othor in his sfead, and fill any vacancy
in such board.

Skc. 11. That all the previsions of
thisact, and of theacts to which this
is supplemontary, shall be construed
liberally to the ‘end, that all the in-
tonts thereof may bo fully and per-
factly carried out.

Veto of the Reconstruction Biil.

Wasnixaron, July 19.—The follow-
ing is the messago of the President ve-
teing tho amendalory rcconsirnction

bill s
Wasnixaron, July 19, 1867,
To the House of Representatives of the

United States :

I return horowith the bhill entitled
“#An act supplementary to an act enti-
tled an act to provide for the more effi-
ciont government of the rebel States,”
passed an the 2d day of March, 1867,
and the nct supplementary theroto,
passed on the 23d duay of March, 1867,
and will state, as Driefly as pessible,
somo of the reasons which prevent mo
from giving it my approval.

This js one of a series of measures
passed by Congressduring tho last four
months on the subjoct of reconstruc-
tion. The message returving the act
of the 2d of Alarch Jast states at length
my ebjections to the paseage of that
moeasuro; they apply equally well to
the bill now befora me, and I am con-
tant meroly to refer to them, and to
reitorate py conviction that they are
sound and unanswerable. There are
somo points peculiar to this bill which
I will proceed at once to considor.”

The fivst section purparts to declare
tho true intent and meaning, in somo
particulars, of the prior acts upon this
subject. It is deelared that tho intent
of those acts was, fivst, “That the exis
ting governments in tho ton rebel
States” wore not legal State govern-
ments; and seeond, “That thereafter
said governments, if continued, were
io be gontinued subject in all respecta
to the military commanders of the re-
spective distriota and to the parameunt
authority of Congress,” Congress may,
by a dealaratory act, fix upon & priar
act 8 construction altogethor at vari-
ance tvith its apparent meaning, and
from the timo at least when such con-
struction is fixed tho original act will
bo construed to mean oxactly what it is
stated to mean by the declaratory stat-
ute. Thore will be, then, from the time
this bill may besomoe a law, no doubt,
no question as to the rolztion in whieh
the existing governments in those
States, ealled in_ the original act the
“provisional governments,” stand to-
wards the military authority. Astheir
rolations stood bofore the declaratory
net, theme “governments,” it is true,
were made subject to absolute military
authority in many important respects,
but vot in all, the language of the act
being “subjcet to the military anthori-
ty of the United States as hereinafter
preseribed.”

By the sixth section of the origiual
acl these governments wore mado “in
all respeets subject to the paramount
suthority of the Unitod States.” Now,
by this declaratory act il appears that
Congross did not, by the original act,
intond to ligiit the military authorily
to any particulars or subjects theroin
“prescribed,” but meant to make it
universal. Thus, over all these ten
States, this military government isnow
doclared to have unlimited authority.
It is no longer confined to the preser-
vation of the public pence, tho admin-
istration of criminal law, tho registra-
tion of voters, and the superintendonca
of elections, but in all respects is asser-
ted to bo paramount to the oxisting
civil governments. Itis impossible to
congeive any state of society more in-
tolerable than this, and yet it is to this
condition that twelve millions of Amer.
ican citizens are rednced by the Con-
gress of the United 8tates. Ovorevery
foot of the immenso territory occupied
by these American citizens the Consti-
tution of the United States theoreti-
cally is in full operation. Tt binds all
the peopla there, and should protect
them ; yot they are deried every one
of its aacred guarantees. Of what avail
will it be to any one of theso Southern
people, when seizod by a filo of soldiers,
to ask for tho causo of arrest or for the
production of the warrant? Of what
avail Lo ask for the privilege of bail
when in military custody, which knows
no such thing as bail? =~ OF what avail
to demand a trial by jury, procedss for
wilnesses, a copy of the indictment,
tho privilege of counsel, or that greater
privilege, the writ of habeas corpus !

The veto of the original bill of the
2d of March was based on two distinet
groutids, “she interforonco of Congress
in matters strictly npportaining to the
reserved powors of the States, and the
establishment of military tribunals for
the trial of-citizens in time of poace.”
The impartial reader of that message
will understand that all that it con-
tning with respect to military dospot-
ism and martial law has referonco espe-
cially to the feartul power conferred on
tho digtrict commanders to displace tho
eriminaleourts and assume jurisdietion

- to try and to punish by military boards;

that potentinily the suspension of the
habeas corpus was martial law and
nilitary despotism. The act now be-
forg me not only declaves that the in-
tent was to confer such military an-
thority, but also to confer unlimited
military authority over all tho other
courts of the State, and over all the
oflicers of the Btato, legislative, execu-
tivo, and judicial. Not centent with
the genoral grant of pgwer, Congress
in the sccond soction of this bill epeci-
fieally #ives to cach military command-
¢r the power to “suspend or removo
from oiliee, or from the performance of
oficial dutios and tho oxercive of ofli-
ginl powers, any officer or person hold-
ing or exercising, or professing Lo hold
or oxercise, any civil or military office
or duty in such distvict under any
power, election, appointment, or au-
thority derived from or granted by or
claimed under any so-called State, or
the government theroof, or any muni-
cipal or other division theroof,” a paw-
or that hitherto all the departments of
the Federal Government, acting in

concort or soparately, have not dared
to exercigo, is here attomptod to be
conforred on a subordinate military
officer. 1o him, as s military officer
of the Fedaral Governmont, is given
the power, sapported by “a sufitcient
military {orce,” to remove overy oivil
officor of the State. What next? The
district cammandar, who has thus dis-
placed the civil officer, is authorized to
fill the vacaney by the detail of an offi-
car or soldiorof the army, or by the
appointment of somo other person.
This military appointes, whether an
officor, a soldier, or some other person,
is to porform tho daties of ench officer
or porson so susponded or removed. In
other words, an ollicor or soldisr of the
army is thus iransformed into a civil
officer. Ile may be made a Ggvornor,
2 legislator, or a judge. However un-
it he'may deom himsolf for sueh civil
duties, he must obey the order. The
officor ofthe nrmy must, if dotailed, go
upon the Supreme bench of the State
with the same prompt cbedience as if
he were dotailed to go upon & court.
martial. The seldier, if detailed to act
-a8 a justico of the peace, must obey as
quickly as if he were detailed for pick-
et duty. What is the character of such
a military-civil officer? 'I'his bill de-
olares that ho shall parform tho duties
of the civil office to which he iz detail-
ed. It is.clear, however, that he does
not 16sc his positien in the military ser.
vico. IIe is atill an officer or soldier of
‘the army. e is still subjecs to the

- rules and regulations which govern it,

and muat yiekd due defgrence, respect,
and ebediénice towardsthis superiors.
The clear intent of this section is, Lthat
the officer or soldier detailod to fill a
civil oflice musy exceute its duties ac.
eording to the laws of tho State. Ifho
Iy appoirtod a @Govornor of a State he
18"to oxoeute the duties as provided by
tho lnws of that State, and for the time
being his military eharacter 1s to be
susponded in his new vivil capacity. If
ho is appointed a State Treasuror he
must at once assume the enstody and
disbursement of the funds of the State,
and must perform theso duties precise.
ly according to the laws of the State,
for ho is ontrusted with no other offi-
cial powei. Holding the office of treas-
urer, and ontrusted with funds, it hap-
pens that he is required by the Statq
Inws 10 enter into bond with security,
and to tako an oath of office; yot from
the boginning of tho bill to the ond
there s no proyision fov any bond or
oath of offico, or for any singlo qualifi-
cation required unnder the State law,
suok as residenca, citizenship, or any-
thing olso. The only oath ia that pro-|
vided for in the ninth section, by the
terms of which every one detailed or
appeinted to any civil office in the
State is required “to take and to sub-
seribe the oath of offico preseribed by
law for the officersofthe United Statos.”
Thus an oflicer of the army of tho
United States, detailed to fill a eivil
office in one of thess States, gives no
offigial bond and takes no official oath
for the performance of hiz new duties,
bub as a civil.officer of the Stato only
takes the same oath-which ho had al.
roady takon as a military officer of tho
United States. e is at last o militury
officer performing civil duties, and tho
anthority undsr which ho acts is Fed-
eral authority only, and thd inevitahle
result is that the IPederal Governmont,
by the agency of its own sworn offi-
cers, in offect aerumaos the civil govern-
ment of the State.

A singular contradiction is apparent
haero. Congress declares these local
State governments to be illegal gov-
ernmonts, and then provides that the
illegal governments shali be carried on
by Federal officers, who are to perform
the very duties imposcd on itsown
officers by this illogal Statc suthority.
1t cortainly would be a novel spectacle
if Congross should attempt to carry on
a Jogal State government by tho agon.
oy of its officors. [t {s yet move strange
that Congross attempts to sustain and
carry on an illegal State government
by tho same Federal agenay.

In tnis connection, I mnst eall at-
tention to the tenth and eleventh sec-
tions of the bill, which provides that
none of tlie officers or appointees of
these military commandors “shall be
bound in their action by any opinien
of any civil officor of the United States,
and that all the provisions of the aet
shall bo construed liberaily, to the end
that all theintonts thereof may be ful-
1y and perfectly carried out” Itsocoms
Congress supposed that this bill might
require construction, and they fix,
therefore, tho rule to be applied. Bnt
where is the construction to come from?
Certainly no ono can be moro in want
of instruction than a soldier or an offi-
cer of the army detailed for a civil sex.
vico, perhaps the most importantin a
State, with the duties of whbich hois al-
together unfamiline.  his bill snys be
shall not be bound in his action by the
opinion of any eivilofficor of the United
States,

_The dutics of the office are altogether
civil, but when ho asks for an opinion
bo ean only ask the opinion of another
military officer, who perbaps under-
stinds aslittle of his duties as he doos
bimself; and asto his “action,” he is
answerable to the military authority,
and the milithry authority alone.
Strictly, no opinion of any civil officer,
other than a judge, has a binding foree;
but these military appoiutees would
not be bound oven by a judicial epin-
jfon. They might very well say, even
whon their action is in confliet with
the Supreme Court of tho United States,
“that court is composed of civil officers
of tho Uunited States, and wo are nog
bouud to conform our action to any
opinion of any such authority.” This
bill;and the acts to whieh it is supples
mentary, are all founded upon tho as
sumption that these ten communitios
are not States, and that their oxisting
governments are nob legal.  Through-
out the legislation upsn 1bis subjoct,

‘thoy are called robel States. Aund in

this partienlar bifl they are denomina.
ied “so-called Staves,” and the vice of
illogality is declaved to pervade all of
them. 'The obligntions of consistency
bind a legislative body as wall ag the
individuals who composge it. Ttis now
too {ate t0 say that these ten politienl
communities nre not States of this
Union. Declarations to the contrary
in these aels are contradicted again and
again by repoated aets of legislation
enaated by {Congress from the year
4861 to the year I867. Duriag that po-
riod, whilst those States were in actual
robellion, and afior that rebailion was
brought to a close, thoy bave boon again
and again recognized as 3tates of the
Union, Representation has been ap-
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the holding. of district courts of the
United States, a8 Statos of the Union
only can be distrieted. 'The last act
on this subject was passed July 23, 'G6,
by which every one of these ten States
was arranged into diatricts and eircuits;
they have been called by Congress to
aot through their Legislatures upon at
least 1wo amendments to the Constitu-
tien of the United States; as States
they have ratified one amendment,
which required the vote of twenty-
seven States of the thirty-six then com-
posing the Union when the requisite
twenty-seven voles wore given in fa-
vor of that amendment,seven of whish
votes were given by sevon of these ton
States, it was prociaimed to bo 2 part
of the Corstitulion of the United States,
and slavery was declared no longér to
exist within the United States oran
place subjeet to their juriediction. Iy}'
thescacven Staies were not logal States
of the Union, it follows, as an inevita-
blo consequence, insome of the States
slavery yet oxists. It does not cxist
in these seven States, for they have
abolished it also in thoir own State
Constitutions; but Kentucky, not hav-
ing dooe 80, would slill remain in that
state. But, in trath, if this sasumption
that theso States have no logal State
govornments be trae, thou thie abolis
tion of slavery by these illegal govern-
ments binds no one; for Congress now
denies to these States the powor to
abolish slavery by donying to them
the power to olect a Jegal Siate Tegis-
lature, orto frame a Constitution for
any purpofo, evon for such a purpose
as tho abolition of slavery.

As to the othier constitutional amend-
ment, having referonce tosuffrage, it
bappens thal these Statos have not ac-
cepted it. The consequence is that it
has never bees proclaimed or under-
stood even by Congross to be 2 part
of the Constitution of the United
States. The Senate of the United
Btates bas repoatodly given its sanc-
tion to the appointment of judges, dis-
trict attorneys, and mavshals, for every
onc of these States, and yet if they aro
not legal States not one of those jndges
is authorized to hold » court. So, too,
both houscs of Congress have passed
appropriation bills {o pay these judges,
attorneys, and officers of tho Uniled
Statoes for exercising their functions in
these States. Again, in the machinery
of the futernal rovenus Jaws all thess
States are districted, not as "Lerritor-
ios, but as States, So mueh for continu-
ous legislative recognition. The in-
stances cited, however, full far short
of ull that might be ennmoratod. Txe-
cutive recognition as is woll known
has begn frequent and unwavering.
Tho sama may be anid us to jadicial re-
cognition through the Supreme Court
of tho United States:  That august
tribunal, from firss to last, in the ad-
ministration of its duties, in banc and
upon the circuit, has never failed to
recognizs theze ten communities as lo-
gal States of the Uuion. - The cases
depending in that court upon any ap-
peal and writ or error from these
States when the rebellion began, have
not beon dismissed upon any idea of
tho. cessation of jurisdiction. They
were earefully continued from term to
term until the rebellion was ontirely
subdued and penco re-established, and
then they wore called for argument
and considoration, as if no insurroction
had intervened. Now cases oceurring
sinco the rebellion have coma from
those States beforo that court by writ
or ervor and appeal, and even by ori-
ginalsuit, where only a State can bring
such a snit. Theso easos are conter-
tained by that tribunal in the exercisc
ofits acknowledged jurisdiction, which
could not attach to them if they had
come from any political bedy other
than a state of the Union.

Fivally, in their allotment, of their
circuits made by tho judgos at ihe
Decomber torm, 1865, every one of
these States is puton the same foot.
ing of legality with the other States
of the Union.  Virginia and North
Caroling, being a part of the fourth
circuis, ave allotted to the Chief Jus-
tice. South Carolina, Georgia, Ala-
bama, Mississippi. and TFlorida, eon-
stituting the fifth eircuit, are allotted
to tho Jate Mr. Justico Wayne. Louis.
iana, Arikkansas, and Toxas, are allog-
tad to the sixth judieial oircuit, as to
whieli there is a vacancy on tho bench,
The Chief Justico, in the exercise of
his circuit duties, has rocently beld a
circuit court in the State of North
Curolina. If North Carolina is not 2
State of this Unior, the Chief Justice
had no anthority to hold a court there,
and overy ordor, judgment and decroe
rendgred by him {n that court wero
corim nonjudice andverdi.

Anothor ground on which these re.
conslruction acts aro attemplud to be
sustained is thiz: that thaeso ten States
are conquered territory ; that the con-
stitutional relation in which they stood
as States towards the Fedoral Govern-
ment prior to tho rebelfion has given
place Lo new' relations ; that their ter-
vitery is a conquered country, and
their citizons a conquered peopls, and
that in this new relation Congross can
govern Lthem by military power, A ti-
tle by conquest stands on clear ground;
it is a now-title-nequived by -war, Tt
applies only to torritory ; for geods or
movablo things regularly captured in
war are culled “booty,” or if taken by
individual soldiers, “plander.” There
is not a foot of the land in any ono of
these ten States which the United
States holds by conquest, save only
such Jand as did not belong to either
of theso States or to any individual
owner, I mean such landsas did be-
long to the pretended governmont eall-
ed tho Confedorato States. These lands
we may olaim to hold by caenguest; as
to all otber lands or territory, wheth-
or belonging to the States or to indi-
viduals, tho Federal Goveromont has
now no more title or right to it than
it had before the rebellion.  Ourown
forts, arsenals, navy yards, custom
honses, and other Federal property
sitnate in those States we now hold,
not by the title of conguest, but by
our old title—-acquired by purchase or
condempation to public use, with com-
pensation to former owners, e have
not conquered these places, but have
simply “roposaossed” them, 1f wa re-
quire morv sites for forts, eustom hous-
s, or other public mse, we must ac-
quire tho title to them by purchass or
appropriation in the regular mode. At
this moment tho United States, in the
aequisition of sites for national ceme-
teries in thoso States, acquirves title i
the same way, The Federal courts
sit in Court houses owned or leased by
the United States, not in tho conrt houn-
8g8 of the States. Tho United States

portioned to them as States. They Lavo
been divided into judicial districts for

pays oach of these States for the use of
its juils. Finally,the United States lov-

ios direct taxes and itginternal revonue
upon the property in these States, in-
cluding tho productions of the lands
within-their territorial limits, not by
way of [evy-and contribution in the
charagter of g coaqueror, but in the
regular way of ‘taxation, under the
same Jaws which apply to all the oth-
er States of the Union.' From firss to
lagt, during the rebellien and since the
title of each of these States to the lands
and public buildingsowned by them has
nover,boen disturbed, and not a foot
of'it has evar beon acquired by tho
United States, even under a -titlo by
confiscation, and not a foot eof it has
ever been taxoed usder foderal law.

In cenclusion, I must respectfully
ask tho attention of Congress to the
counsideration of one more question
arising under this bill: It vests in the
military commandor, subject only to
the approval of the goneral of the ar-
my of the United Statos, an unlimited
power toremeve from effice any civil
ot military officer in each of these ten
Btates, and the further power, subject
to the same approval, te detail er ap-
point any military officer or soldier of
the United Stutes to perform the du-
ties of tho officors so removed, and to
fill all vaeaucies accurring in thoae
States by death, resignation, or othor-
wise: The military appointes thus re-
quired tn perform the duties of & civil
office, according to the laws of the
Stato, aad as such required Lo take an
oath, ia for the time being, a civil of-
ficer. ¥hat is his character? Isxhe a
civil officariof tho Ugpited States 7 If
‘ho ia o civil officer of the State, whore
ia the federal pewer under our Consti-
tution which autherizes his appoint
ment by any fodera) officer ? 11, bow-
sver, ho is to be considored a eivil of
ficer of the United States, as bis ap-
pointment aud eath wouid seem to in-
dieato, whers is the authority for his
appointment vested by the Constitu-
tion 7 Tho power of appointment of
all officors of the United States, civil
or military, whbere not provided for in
the Constitution, i3 vested in the
President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, with this ex-
ception : that Congress may, by luw,
vost the appointment of such inferior
officers apthey think proper, in the
Prosident alone, in the conrts of law.
orin the heads of departments.” But
this bill, if theso are be eounsidored in-
ferior officors within the meaning of
tho Constitution, does not provide for
their appointment by the Prosident
alone, or by the courts of law, or by
tho heads of departments, but vests
the appointment in onc subordinate
exeentive officer, subjeet to the appro-
val of another subordinato cxecntive
officor ; 80 that if we put this question
and fix the chavacter to this ‘military
appointee, either way this provision of
tbe bill is equally oppesed to the Con-
stitution.

T'ake the case ofa soldior or officer
appointed to perform the eoffice of
judgo in one of these Stiates, and as
guch to administer tho proper laws of
the State, whetre is the authority to be
found in the Constitution for vesting
in a military or an oxcculive officer
strict judicial functions to Lo exevcis-
ed under State law 7 It has beon again
and again decided, by the Supreme
Court of the United States, that acts
of Congress which bave attempted to
vest execulive power in the judicial
courts or judges of -the United States
arc not warranted by the Constitution.

If Congress cannot clothe a judge
with morely exeonlive dutios, how can
they clothe an officer or soldier of tho
army with judicial duties, ovor cilizens
of the United States, who aro not in
the military or naval service.

So, too, it has been repecatedly dJo.
cided that Congress eannos require g
State officer, exceutive or judicial, to
perform any duty enjoined upon him
by alaw of the United States. How,
thee, can Congrass confer power upon
an executive offieer the Upited States
to perform such duties in a State 7 If
Congress could not vestin a judge of
one of these States any judicial anthor-
ity under the United States by direct
enactment, how can it accomplish the
same thing indirevtly by removing the
State judge and putling an officer of
tho United Statesin his place?

To moe these considerations aro con-
clusive of the unconstitutionality of
the part of the bill now betore me, and
I carnestly commend tbewr considera-
tion to the deliberate judgment of
Congrese,

Within a period less than a yoar the
logislation of Congress has attempted
to strip the exceulive department of
the Government of somo of ils essen-
tial powers.

The Constitulion, and oath provi-
ded in it, dovolves upon the President
the poweor and duty to sce that the
Inws aro faithfully executed. The
Constitution, in order to carry out
this power, gives him the choice of Lhe
agonts, and makes them subject to his
control and supervision; but in the
execution of theso laws the Constitu-
tional obligation upon the President re-
maing, but the power to exercise that
copstitutional duty is eflectually taken
away. Tho military commander Is,
ad tb tho powai sl appointment, made
to talce the place of the Presidont, and
the gencral of the army. tho place of
the Senate, and avy attempt on the
part of the President to assert hisown
constitutional power may, under pre-
tprce of Inw, bo met by official insub-
ordination.

1t is to be feared that these mititary
officers, looking-to the authority giv.
on by these laws, rathor than to the
letter of the Constitution, will recog-
nize no authority but the commander
of the district nud the general of the
army. Ifthere were no other objec-
tion than this to this proposed legisla-
tion, it wonld be sufticient. Whilst T
bold the chief excoutive aunthority of
the United States; whilst the obliga-
gation rosts upon me, to ses that all
the lnws are faithfully executed, Lean
nevor willingly surrender that trust,or
the powers given for the execution ; 1
can never give my assent to be ‘made
responsiblo for the faithful execution
of laws, and at the same timo surren-
dor that trust and the powers which
accompany it, to any other execative
officer, high or low, or to any number
of executive officers.
1f this exesutive trust, vested by the
Constitution of the Prosident, is to be
taken from bim and vested ina subor-
dinate officer, tho vesponsibility will
be with Cougress, in clothing the sub-
ordinate with unconstitational power,
and with tho officer who assunies its
exercise. This interforence with the

federal system, but it is ot the worst
evil of this legislation. It s a great
public wrong to take from the Presi-
dent powers cenferred’ on him "alone
by the Coustitution.  But the wrong
is more flagrant and more dangerous
when the powers s0 taken from the
President are conferred upon subordin-
ato exscutive officers.  Over nearly
one-third of the States of the Union
military power, regulated by ne fixed
law, rules suprome. Ilach ane of 'the
five district commanders, though not
chosen by the people or responsible to
them, exercises at this hour more oxe-
ocutive power, military and civil, than
the peopls have ever been- willing to
confer upon the head of the exscutive
dopartment, though chosen by and re-
spounsible to theinselves,” The rémody
must come from the people themsslves.
They know what it is, and kow it is
to be applied. At the present time
they cannot; according to the forms of
tha Constitution, repoal those laws.
They cannot remove or control this
military despotism. The remedy is
novertholess in their hands. It is to be
found in the ballot, and is a sure oue,
if not controlled by fraud, averawed
by arbitrary power, or from apathy on
their part too leng delayed.- =
With abiding confidence in their pa-
triotism, wisdom, and integrity, I am
still hopeful of the futlure; and thatin
the end the rod of despotism will be
broken, tho armed heel of power lifted
trom tho nocks of the poople, and the
principles of & vielated Conatitution
preserved,s -0 o ot
© Anorew JoHNSON.

The President’s Mossage.

Wasninaren, July 15.—The follow-
ing is the message transmitted to-day,
addressed to the Senate of ‘the United
States. - .

I transmit horewith roports from the
Seeretary of War and the Altorney
General, containing the information
called for by the resolution of the Sen-
ate of the 2d inat, requestisg the Pros-
ident to communioate to the. Senate
copies of all orders, instructions, circa-
lars, letters, or letters ot. advice issued
to tho rospective military officers
assigned to the command of the several
military districts under the act passed
March 2, 1807, entitled “An actto pro-
vide for the more efficient govornment
of the rebel slutes, and the mot supplo-
menlary thereto,” passed - March 23,
1867 ; also copies of all opinions given
Lo him by the Attorney Genoral of the
United States, touching tho constrie-
tion and intorpretation of said acls,
and of all eorrespoudence relating to
the operation, construction, or excen-
tion of said acta that may have taken
place betweon himself and any of said
commanders, or botwean hit and the
General of the army, or between the
latter and any of the said commanders
touching the same subjeats ; also copios
of all orders issued by any of said com-
manders in earrying out the provisions
of said-acts, or either of them; also
that he inform the Sonato what pro-
gress has beon made in the matter of
registration under said acts, and wheth-
er tho sum of meney horetoforo appro-
priated for earrying thom out is prob-
ably sufficient.

In angwer Lo that portion of the res-
olution whieh inquires whether the

for carvyingtfieso acts iuto offect in
probably suffieient, reforence is made
to tho acesmpanying report of the See-
rotary of War. It will be =eon from
that report that the appropriation of
2500,000 made in tlic aet approved
Mareh 30, 1867, for Lhe purpose of ear~
rying into effect the act tu-provide for
tho more efliient goveroment of the

the aet supplomentary, passed March
28, 1867, has already been expended
by the coramandors of the general mil~
itary districts, and that in nddition tho
sum ot $1,645,277 is required for pres-
ont purposes. o7

It is exceedingly difficult at the pres-
.ent timo to estimate the probable ex~
ponse of carrying into full effect the
two sets of March last and the bilt
which passed the two Houses of Con-
gress on the 13th inst. If the existing
governments of the ton States of the
Union are to be devosed, and their on-
tire machinery’ placed undar the exelu-
sivo control and authority of the re-
spective district commandors, all tho
expenditures incident to the adminis-
tration of such governmonts must nee-
cssarily be incarred by the Federal

addition to the two million ¢ne bun-
dred thousand dollars already expend-
cd or estimated for, the sum swhich will
be required for the purpése would not
be loss than fourtean millions of dol-
lars—the aggregate amount expended,
prior to tho rebellion in the administra-
tion of these respective ‘governments
by the teh States embracod in the pro=
vision of these acte, ‘I'be sum would
no doubt be considerably augraented
if the nachinery of theso States is e,
be operated by the Federal govern.
ment, and would be largely increased
if the United States, by abolishing the
oxisting State govéraments, should -be-
come respénsible i Tiabilitios neurred
by them befotd' the rebeltion in lauds-,
ble efforts to develop her resources,
and in nowiso created for insurreetion-
ary or revolutionary purposes.

The debt of these States thus legiti-
mately incurred, whon acecurately <as.
certained, will, it is believed approxi-
mate # hundred milliona of dollars; and
they are beld not only by our own _eity.
izens, among whom are rosidents of
portions of the ceuntry which have
over remained loyal to the Union, but;
by persans who are thesubjects ef for-
eign governments. [t is worthy the
cousideration of Congressand the eoun-
try whother, if the Federal ‘govern-
ment, by action, were {0 assume such
obligations, so large an addition te our
publicexpenditures would not soriously
impair tho credit of the natiou; or, on
the othor hand, whoether the refusal of
Congress to guaranteo the paymout of
the debts of these States, after having
displaced or abolished their State gov-
ernments, would not be viewed as 8
violution of good faith and a vopudiation
by the vational Logislature of liabili-
ties which theso States had justly and
logally incurred.
(Signed) ANDREW JOHNSON.

———

2ecENT English papers werp much
oxcited at tho intendesd appegiange of
the wife of a duke and the wifseof &
bishop as publia performers. The la-

constitutional authority of the execa-
tive department is an evil that will in-
evitably sap the foundations of our

dies are the Ducbess of Newcastle and
Aivs. Bilicott, and they were to sing in
Lixcter Hall gn the 2d of July, in be.
half of a charity for children.

sum of moncy.heretofore appropriated
,-Lerole

rebel Statos, pussed March 2, 1867, and .

governmont, It is believed thas, in

Washington, D. C., July 15, 1867. .-
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