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1 last, to which I refer, I communicated

counted for by the extraordinary ex-

enges which have been incurred.

even hundred and thirteen thousand
dollars ($713,000) have been paid to
refund to tho banks the money ‘ad-
vanced by them to.pay the voluntesrs
in sorvice during tho invasion-of the
Stato-in 1868 One}ymdred thousand
“dollars ($100,000):hiave - been distribu-
ted among tho inliabitants of Cham.
bersburg,suffering by tho rebel destruc-
tion of Aheir’town:: - About two hun-
dred!thotisand dollars:($200,000).have
begpiiexperided under the acts provi
g for the payment of oxtra military
¢laims, and-in addition to these extra-
ordinary -outlays, the amount - appro-
priated to charities was last year:lar-
ger than usual. - o

In my ovpinion this mattor of dona-

tions to charities is fast running into a
reat abuse. Houses of Refuge and
nsane, Blind and Deaf and Damb
Asylums, appear to be proper subjects
of State bounty, because their objects
are. of public importance and, to be
usoful,and well and economically raana-
ged, it seems to be necessary that they
should be more extensive than would
bo required for the wants of a particu-
lar county. - But in ouy, system, ordi.
nary local charities are left to the care
of the respective localities, and to give
the public money for their-suppert is
really to tax the inhabitants of all the
counties- for the bonefit of one. .

The national taxation is heavy and
must probably ‘be mado heavier, and
the jocal taxes authorized by unwise
legislation ‘and paid by our people aro
oxcessive. In view of these circum-
stances, we. should endeavor to avoid
incroasing their burdens by making
undue appropriations for any purpese.

Ic being alloged that the Atlantic
and Great Western Railroad Company
has not in various particulars obeyed
the law by which it was incorporated,
tho Attorney General (on the sugges.
tion of parties claiming to be thereby
injured) hbas filed an information in
equity against that company, seeking
an injunction to prevent a continuance
of its past, and the persistence in its
intended illegal course. -

Since my last ancual messago on the
ropart of "John A. Wright, Esq., that
tho Sunbury and ErieT#ikombmanta. |
-ished, I ordered the bonds remaining
in the treasury to be delivered to the
company. ‘ .

Itis a subject of just pride to the
people of this Commonwealth, that
this great work is completed, and whilst
it opens & large and wealthy part of
the Stato to the commerce of the sea-
board, and unites capital .and enter-
prise within our borders, it secures to
the Commonwealth the payment of
the sums due her from the company:

In'my special message of 30th April

to the Legisiature, in some dotail, the
circamstances connected . with.the ad.
vance by banks and other corporations
of the funds to pay the volunteer mi-
litia of 1863. .

It is not necessary hore to recapitu;,
late them at length. -The case was pe-
culiar, and it is belisved none quite like
it has occurred. The call for volun-
teers was made by the authorities of
the United States, but it being found
tbat mon could not bo got under that
call, the form of a call by-the Statc au-
thorities for the defence of the State
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.~ $200,000—~a much less’sum than was
“anticipated,-d recommend a revision
f these acts for the purpose of ren-
ering " this ‘source of revenue -more
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was, with the assent of tho Presidont,
wbstituted. The United States agreed
to furnish the arms, subsistence and
supylies, but it-was alloged that Con-
gress had made to appropriation cov-
ering tho pay. In thisstate of things,
the cmergency boing great, the Secre.
retary of War telégraphed me, thus:
) : Wa@;mg’mu,'(f uly 22,1863.
To His Eacce!!énc_y, Gov. A. G. Curtin :
Your telogramg respecting the pay
of militia, called out, under your proc-
lamation of the 27th of June, have
been referred to the President for in-
structions, and bhave been under his
consideration. Ho directs me {0 say,
that while no law orappropriation au-
thorizes the payment, by tho Genoral.
Governmont; of troops that have not
been mustered into the service of the
United States, he.will recommend 1o
Coungress to malke an appropriation for
the paymentof troops called into State
service to repel an actual invasion,in-

the moncy was paid to .troops. thus
beld, and after the emergency had cx-
pired. Finding that the appropriation
was likely to fail in Congress, I laid
the mattor before the Legislaturs, just
prior to their adjournment, in May
18at, and an act of Assembly was im-
mediately passed to refund the money
oul, of the State Treasury, which, as
above stated, has been done. I ought
to say that the appropriation by Con-
gress was vigorously s‘ugported by all
the members, from this State, in both
branches. -Huving done everythingin
my power.to procure the payment of
this just claim of the State, I now rog-
ommend that the Legislature tale the
subject into eonsidoration with n view
to induco propur action by the Presi-
dent and Congress.

By the actof 22d August, 1864, I
was authorized to cause an immediate
enrolment of the militia to be maude,
unless that recently made by tho Uni-
ted States should be touund sufficient,
and to raise by volunteoring or draft
a corps of fifteen thousand men for
the defenco of .our Southern border.
The United States enrolment being
found very defective; I divected an cu-
rolment to be made, which is now in
Erogress under the charge of Colonel

emuel Todd, whom I appointed In-
spector General. A draft by the Uni-
ted States was then in progross, and it
was not thought advisablo to haruss
‘ourpeople by a contemporaneoiis State
draft, even if a draft had been practi-
cable under the present law. Volun-
teers could not be obtained, there be-
ing no bounties, and the men not boing
exempted by their onlistment in that
corps from draft by the United Statos.
Fortunately the United States placed
an army, under General Sheridan, be-
tween us and the encmy, and thus pro-
vided/effactually for our defence.. With
such adequate protection as proved by
the brilliant campaigo of that army,
I did not think it right to incur the
expense to the Stato of an independent
army, and the withdrawal of 50 many
of our peoplo from their homes and
pursuits. AMeanwhilo arrangements
have been made with the authoriites
at Washington for arming, clothing,
subsisting and supplying tho corps at

L1ha,oxpenso of the United States, and
an order nas~v 2 Lac g ontivnye.

the Logislature will thus,be drawn to
“the specifie object, and a judgmentean
be formed of its proprioty. I-would
also obsoerve that great. evil- rosults
from the habit of granting priviloges
to a corporation by a mere reference
to sowme former private act relating to
other corporations, sometimes without
even giving the date of thees acts.—
All these practices aro- bad, and al-
though they may sometimes be pursu-
ed by parties having no bad intention,
yet they certainly. originated in the
designofsurprising the Commonweslth
into grants of .privileges which it was
known could not ba. obtuined if their
extent were nunderstood, as they-are
often followed niesv. forthe same frand-
ulent purpase, . oo )

I strongly recommend the repeal of
the act passed the 18th . day .of July,
A. . 1863, entitled .“An. act -relating
to corporations for mechanical, manu.’
facturing, mining, and gquarrying pur-
poses.” o :

- Its provisions are found to be prac-
tically so inconsistent with the due
protection of the citizens and with the
Jjust policy of the Commonwealth, that
it ought not to be allowed to stand
longer on our statate book, Tapprov-
ed the act in question” with great re.
luctance, and subsequent veflection
and observation bave. satisfied me of
its mischievous character.

I also recommend the repeal of an
act passed tho 22d day of July, a. p.
1863, ontitled “A.  further supplemont
to &n net to enable joint tenunis and
tenants in common, and adjoining
owners of minerdl.landg in "this Gom-
monwealth, to. mangge and develop
the same.” & '

;

T'his act allows foreign corporations
to hold three hundred acres of land in
this .State for mining. .purposes. It
was passed, it is believed, for the pur-
poso of enabling companies near our
border engaged in the manufacture of
iron, to-hold land as ore banks,  But
under the idea that the sinking of an
oil well js.mining, it is- believed "that
companies have already been organ-
ized under .the laws: of other States,
and that more will be, for the purpose
of holding Jands and carrying on the
oil business in thin: State. It would
bo bottor to removo” all doubt on this

p=]

ities of the United . States to furlough
auch volunteers in the corps as may
be drafled by tho United Statos. Tho
corps 80 priviloged not to exceed 5,000
men. It is my antention to raise 5,000
men during the winter, and 1 have al-
reandy adopted 'measures to that end.
There may occur irruptions of irregu-
Iar bodies of the robels, and it is well
to be provided against them. The
number proposod to be so raised and
put_into actual servize, will in my
Judgment bensutficient, and a regard to
due economy requires that no more
than are sufticient should be placed on
pay. 7The remaining 10,000 wili be
organized, and roady forservice in caso
of necessity. I invite your immediate
attention to the very able report of the
Inspector General, which sets forth the
defects in the law which he has discov-
ered in his preparation for carrying it
into practical effoct. 5

The State agoncies at Washinglon
and in the South-west, are in active
and successful operation. I ¢rxmmuni-
cate herewith the reports of Col. Jor-
dan, at Washington, and Col. Cham-
berlain, agent for the South-west.—
The provisions of the law requiring
the agents to collect moneys due by
the United States to soldiers, have
been benmeficent. A reference to their
reports will show the magnituds and
usefulness of this branch of their ser-
vice. I desire to invite the attention
of all our volunteers, officers, soldiers
and their families to the fact that the
State agents will collect all their
claims on the Governnient, gratuitous-
ly,as I have reason to believe that
many are stifl ignorant of that fuct,
and are greatly imposed upon by the
exhorbitant commissions charged by
private claim ngents.

Under the act-of the 6th of May,
1864, I appointed Hon. Thomas 1L
Burrowes to take charge of the ar-
rangements for the education of tho
orphans of soldiers. 1 communicate
herewith a copy of this report on the

cluding those of the State of Pennsyl-
vania. If, in"the meantime, you can
raise the necessary amount, as has
been done in-.other States, the appro-
priation will be applied to rofund the
advance to those who made it. Meas.
ures have been taken for the payment
of troops mustered into tho Uwited
States servige, as soon as the mustier
and pay rolls are made out. The an-
swer of this department, to you as
Governor of tho -State, will be given
diractly to yourself, whenever the de-
partment is preparod to make answer.
(Signed) EDWIN M. STANTON.

: Socretary of War.

Tho banks and othor: corporations
rofused to-advance the money: unless
I would pledge myself to ask an ap-
propriation {rom ‘the Legislature to
rafund it. It will be noticed that the
pledge of 'the -President is cleur and
distinet, but, notwithstanding tho mon.
oy was paid and the nccounts settled
and placed in the hands of tho Presi-
dent before the mceting of Congress,
no such recommendation as promised
me was made, and for that reason tho
bill introduced for that purpose failed.
The men were raised and plased under
the command of Major Geaoral Couch
and the other U. S officers in‘this De.
purtwent. ‘T'he troops were held in
gervico longer than the emergeney for
which they were ¢alled out required.
Severul 6f the regiments were march-
ed immediately 1;td " distant parts of
the State, by order of the officer of
the army stationed in” Pennsylvania,
against- my répemed: reinonstrauces.
They, were retail e 1, as was alleged, to
preserve the peaco and enforce the
draft. Nearly, if not q‘uito, one Half

subject. - He has discharged his duties
with commendable zeal, fidelity and
efficioncy. I earnestly recommeond
that a psrmanent and liberal appropri-
asion bo.made to support this just and
worthy schome of beneficence.

- I recommend that an appropriation
be made for pensions to-the volunteer
militia men, (or their families,) who
woroe killed or hurt in service in the
years 1862. and 1868. - As_ soldiers
sometimes arrivo here who are insane,
and who should be protected and car-
‘ed for; I recommend that provision be
made for. their. being placed in tho
State Asylum for the .Insane, st this
place, and kept until notice can be
given-to the authoritics of. thoir res-
pective counties, who should be re-
quired to remove and care for thom.

_attention to the evjls which have re-

1 focl it to bé' my duty to invite your
serious attention to the evils growing
out of the system of passing acts of
incorporation, for purposes which are
provided for by goneral laws. ~ Weo
have passed acts authorizing charlers
to bo obtained without special legisla-
tion. These acts have been generally
prepared with some care, and contain
the provisions which tho Legislature
thought necessary to protect the Com-
monwealth and Der citizens, If theso
geueral laws are not found to answer
such purposes, they should be amén.
ded and perfected. If any company
desires 10 be incorporated with groat-
or privileges than gre conforred, or to
be relicved from any of {he conditions
imposed by these acts, i appears’ to:
me that it should be required first to
@biain p charter under the general
isws, and thon apply to the lLegisla-
ture for an act making the changes
Lwhicl’l are desired. ’.__l‘Eo attention of

avgstion by repealing tho act, These
COMPANIOS, DOl TOreIZcorporattonmy-|
are not within the countrol of onr laws

to the extent that tbey ought to be
for the purposes of taxation and reg-
alation. :

The immenio developmont of waalth
in some:of .qur. western: eountios . by
the discovery of oil, baa added vastly
to the resources of the Commonwaéalth.

I have msde efforts to sscertain the
valuo of this product during the fast
year, but have failed .in procuring in-
formation sufficiently accurato to jus-
tify mo in éstimating its amount, It
is already yast, and israpidly ivcrens-
g, . .

,gl‘h'o “productions and maufactures
of the State have become so diversifi-
od-and abundant that some. measure
should be takeu for an accurate ascer-
tainment of them, so that their extent
may be generally known, and also that
the necessary taxation may be intelli-
gently imposad. Irccommend for theso
purposes the creation of & Buresu, of
which tho Auditor General and Stato
Treasurer shall bo made members, and
the head of which shall be a now offi-
cer, to be styled Commissioners of Sta-
tistics, or dosignuted by any other rp-
propriate title, o e

The act of 26th - Atigust; 18G4, pro-
viding for the voting of soldiers, should
be carefully examiuved, with'a - view to
its amendment, and, indoed, a revis.
ion of our whole clectivn laws would
seem to be desivable, with a view to
tho two essentizl objocts of, 1. The
admission of legal and exclusion of il-
legal votewat-the polls; and, 2. Faith-
ful and correct veturns of the votes
actually polled: Icommunicate hore-
with the opinion of the Attorney Gen-
eral on the conflicting returns for the
16th Congressional District, which
will show some of the practical diffi-
cultios which arise .under the oxisting
system. Without undortaking to re-
commend the adaoption of any particu.
lar plan, I submit, the whole . subject
to yonr careful and earnest consider-
ation, in the hopo that in your wisdom
you will be able to devise some meoas-
ure which will produce, the result.so
essential to the existence of a free gov-
ernment; that votes shall be fairly ta-
ken in the first instance, and {airly
counted and returned afterwards

1 bave endeavored since I came in-
to office to. exercise as cautiously as
possiblo the powera confided to the
Bxecutive, and avoid usurping auy.—
Ishall endeavor to pevsist in this course
to thooud : .

A new call has been mado by the
President for 300,000 men. , This ren-
ders it proper that Ishould invite your

e

sulted from abusos of the  system  of
local bounties which was begun, in an
emergency, by the voluntary and gen-
erous loyalty of our cilizens, bofore
the passage by Congross of the envol-
mont act, and’ has since been contin-
uell by sundry acts of Assembly. The
resiult has bden to the last degreo op-
pressive to our citizehs, and unproduc.
tive “of ‘corresponding benofit to the
Government. In some’ counties and
townships, it is belieyed thut the boun-
ty tax during tho, last yenr oxveeded
tho avorage income dorived from tho
land. ‘Tho large‘'sums offered in some
places in‘the competition’ for mon,
have demoralizod'fany of our people,
and the most atrociows frandy connee:
-ted with the system have become oom-
mon. The men of soxa of the poorer
counties have been nearly”sxhausted
by their volunteers being “¢redited ‘to’
-richer localities pu){ipg hegyier boun-’
ties. The system 88 practised lowyers
the morale of ‘the army itsals yy- p\lt-'
ting .into the ranks men Betuid ;b’-);

year. ‘This onti
rtlro—mronoyF1

mﬁl_;_g_%lgw@—immdw
auqurenily taken from

which T herewith transmit,shois that
tlicre has been an inereaso of scholars |

are tompted to desert by the facility
of escaping detoction, and the prospect
of new. gains by, re enlistment, a pro-
cess which they oxpect to be able to
repeat an indetinite number of times.
Of the number of mon for whom boun-
ties have béen paid, it is believed that
not one-fourth have been actually plac-
ed in the ranks of tho army, and even
those who havo joined it, have proba-
bly not on an average received for
thoir own use one-half of the bounty
paid for them. Immense sums have
thus been appropriated by cheats and
swindlers, in mary cases belisvedto be
acting in complicity with agencios of
tho Government.: ..

“An effort was made to prosecute’
some of ‘the parties concerned in such
frauds under the act of "Assembly of
14th August last, and they woere bound
over by the Mayor of this eity, but
aftor the witnesses had come bere on
the meeting of the court, thoy disap-
peared from the public eye. I recom
movd the whole subject to your eare~
ful consideration, that the system' may
be purged of these evils.

I am officially informed that the
quota of this State, under the recont:
call, is 66,999, but I am not informed
of the principal on which the dvaft is
to be made.

It appeavs from the President's
proclamation that it is made chiofly
to supply an alleged deficiency in for~
mer calls, I am surprised at the
amount of this large’ deficiency, and
can only account for the difference
between the number of men furnished
by tlio State and thedeficiency alleged
to exist in the assignment of ‘the pros—
ent quota by the assumption that the
mon never reached the army, although
enlisted and mustered after the pay-
ment of bouuties by the localities to
which they were supposed to be crod-
ited. It is probable that there are
very foiw counties in the State which
havé not paid large bounties for a
number of mon sufficient to fill their
former quotas.

Taking the local bounties at the low
average of four bundred dollars, it is
believed that itcan be demonatiated
that the peeple of Pennsylvania have
thus been robbed of more than twelve
millions of dollars during the past

men who have actually gone into the
sorvice. .

The continuance of these monstrous
and unparalleled” abuses cannot bo
tolerated, - .

Certainly more men are required lo
aid our gallant soldiers in the “field in
crushing thig rebellion, and every
consideration of patriotism and of re:
gard for our brothers who are now in
the face of the enemy, obliges us to
spare no offort to raise the nocessary
force.

In Junelast L gave letters to o com-
mittce of the prison pociety of DPhila.
delphia, requesting that the members
of the committes might be allowed to
visit and examine the prisoners and
voor-houses throughout the Common~
wealtl. I transmit with this commu-
nication a copy of the report made to
me by tho society of the results of their
labors, and commend the same to
your attention with a view to the
adoption of proper measures to reform
the abuses which have beon found to
exiat. .

In connection with this subject, T
again eall your attention to the expe-
dietcy of providing for the reception
in the :penitentiaries, of persons con-
vieled of murder in the first dagree,
and who may be purdoned on condition
of serving a limited term therein. It
has become a custom that an incoming
Governor should not’issne a warrang
of execution in cases left unacted on
by his predecessor; and it not unfire-
quently happens that even in cases
which are recent, while some punish-
ment should be inflicted, thatof death
may appear to the ¥xecutive to be too
severe. 'The result is that there are a3
this time, in the various prisons, somo
eighteen or twenty persons undor
senter.ce of death, and who may lie
thore for an mdefinite period of time,

The vast amountof additional Jabor
which has been imposed upon the Sec-
retary of the Commonweaith by the
oxistiry state of affairs renders it ub-
solutely nocossary that the elerical
force of his departmont should be in-
crecased. The making out of commis.
sions for our large army of voluntecrs
in the field, and the preparations of
election blanks required by law to be
sent to tho army—the  receipt,
filing  and rocording the "returns
of the. soldiers’ votes—the enrol-
ment of the yearly increasing number
of uets of Assembly, and of charters
obtained under general laws and the
making out of letters patent for them
—all those, together with the previous
heavy duties of the office-—form an ag-
gregate, the "weight of which must ul-
timately break down his few subordin-
ates, diligent, faithful and onduring as
they ace. [recommend, therefore, that
provision be promptly made to w.cet
the neeessities of this cane. »

Iuis a subject of just congratulation
that notwithsanding. the distracted
condition - of the country, our system
of cornmon schools continuos toflourish,
Tho-report. of the Supérintondent,

during the past yoar. It is important
tosecure as teachersa sufficient num-
ber of men of suitable education and
ability, and with o view to this object,
I suggest for your consideration the ox-
pediency of making out of the. school
tund.itself somé provision for the sup
port of such teachors ag shall after a
given term of service become superan-
nuated or disablcd whiléin "the perfor-
mance of their duties.* ~ "7 ¢
“Of the fund placed in my.hands® by
tha atts of thie 16th May, 1881, avd'of
the 4th of May 1864; and to! be appro:

morely merceary motives, and. syho'

| which failed in the Senate for want of

_organization other ‘than what I have

‘where they or their families are domi-

‘who ave not subjoct to a draft.

service,I have oxpended in thelast year
$0,124 68 in support of the agency af
Washington—up until the 30th of
May last; for personal staff and other
military service, an account of which
is gettled in tho office of the Auditor
General. . o

No similar appropriation will be re-
quired at this session, .

A bill was introduced and passed the
ITouse at tho last session of the Legis.
lature providing for the appointment
of a commission. to ascertain the dam-
ages dono in the counties of Bedford,:
Fulton, Franklin, Cumberland, York
and Adams, by the robel army in 1863,

time, o st

I commend to your consideration
the Fropnet'y of the passage of mich
a bill duriog the present.session. It
is just to the poople of thess counties
who have sufforod, as well as to the
(fovernment that these damages should
be fairly nscertained and the evidence
perpetuated, whatevermay be the view
to be taken on future consideration by
the United States or Stute Government
a8 {0 tho propriety of paying sach
claims.

Major General Hancock bas been
authorized by the War Department to
riise & corps of veterans, to be called
ghe First Corps. One of the regula-
tions is that on application by the Gov-
ernor of any State, vecruiting officers
will be designated for such State,. I
have been requested by -General Han-
cock to make such application, but
have hitherto declined to comply with
the requeat. It appears to me that
the families of men raised on the plan
adopted by the War Department would
probably not be ontitled to the relief
provided by our own laws for the
families of volunteers, I have inguir-
od of Gen. Hancock whether the pro-
posed corps is. to form part of the reg—
ular army or of the volunteer force,
and if the latter, under what act of
Congress it is to be raigsed, - Ho has re-
ferred that communication to the War
Department, from which I havens yet
recoived no answer to it, )

The following lotters have passed
between Genersl Hancock and myself
on this subject:

PexysyLyANIA BExecyrive CHAMBER,
——4TARRISBURG, Pn. Dec. 20th, 1864..

GENERAL :—L reccived your letter
at the moment of my departure for
Philadélphia on Monday las. I return-
ed this morning and basten to reply.

Having no knowledge of the organi-
zation of the corps you are to com.
mand than what appears in the news-
papers and orders, [ will be obliged if
you will inform mo if it is to be regar-
ded as a part of-the regular army of
the United States or as part of the vol-
untecr. sorvice. T N

If it is part of the army of the Uni-
ted States, I certainly have no con-
nection with it, as Governor of the
State. If it is organized as volunteers,
bo pleased. to inform . me under what
act of Congress? :

I need not say, General, that I would
bo most happy to do afl in my power
personally and officialiy to raise a force
to be commanded by you. Can we

cor

in Pennsylvania, in the usual manner

and according to the act of Congress,

for your corps? Of course, I would
constlt you in tho selection of efficers
and only commission where you ap-

proved. .

I cannot understand the importance

of my asking that person be sent. to

Penusylvania to induce veterans {o go

to tho District of Columbia to enlist.

I certainly will do nothing 1o embar-

rass the planproposed.

Weo have bensfits, by general and

speocial legislation in Pennsylvania,

which' attach to the volunteer and his
family, While I will do nothing to
detor the veterans of the State from
entering your corps, I hositate to con-
nect myself with & mode of enlistment
which may deprive them of such ben-
e;ﬁts, unless it is my duty under the

aw. :

- I am; General, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant. .

v : A. G. CURTIN.

Major.General WinFieiv 8. HaAncock.
Headgquarters Ivirst *Corps,
Washington, D.C.,Dec. 31,1864. |-

Lo His Exccllency Hon. A. G. Curtip,
Governor of Pennsylvania : .
Siri—I have the honor to.acknowl-

odge the receipt of your communica-

tion of the 29th inst., and have refer-
red the same to the war Department.

I thank you for your kind expression

of personal good will, and regret. that

there should be any occasion :for hesi-
tation on - your part to lend your offi-
cial influence, as Goverr.or, to the rais-
ing of the coi'ps as proposed by the War

Department.” - .. LT

It is not within my province, per-

haps, to disouss the plan of organiza-

tion, as.I am acting -under the direct
orders of the War Department, and
my own views, therefors, ate of no
particular moment. = I may say, how-
ever, that I have no knowledge of the

dorived from the orders and circulars
of which I mailed- you official - copies
December 5th. . : )

I cannot meec how volunteers for
this corps from your State lose any
of the advantages attaching to those
for ofber organizations. .

They aro credited to the localities

cilod, and count oii thé quota of your.
State. : T

Tt should be born'in mindo that this
isan cffort to. get men into service:

I have the honor to remain, very
respectinlly, ‘io'nr ‘obediont aervent.

~ WINFIBLD §: BANCOCK;
Major General ‘U.:S. Volunteers, com-
. .manding Ferst:Carps.: i :

Tho only ‘nct of  Congress for. rais:

ing volunteers that I am'aware of, ye-
quirex thdt the field and line offigevs

e

~ NO. 8.

not rige you two or three regiments |

| men who have staod.by ~the

B

® of any in ths ooinitry, and,
romptly execut!;
tinting; suchias-

e coroms son ommokri

the most com, 4 post’
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nors of the several States. - Fhémien in
this corps are not t0.be' formed into
organizations of . thie:respective States
and it is proposed thatits officors shall
be appoitited by the goneral govern.
ment. I know of no act of Uonpuass
or of Assembly under which inen o,
raised will be entitled to pensions on
their familiea to bo benefits from {he
United Statés or State Government,
In addition, I will ohserve that with-
out any feeling of joalditay, I am -ssilk
not ready to participate aetively i
transforring to the United . States ille-
gelly the right to appointment vested-
in the State, and ‘which the State an«
thorities can oxercige. vith more ‘dis--
crimination by remson of having 4
greater familiarity with the ‘merits of
the citizens of their own  State, than
the United States authorities can pos--
sibly have. ‘I will transmiit - any fui-
ther communication that I. may re.
resive on this subject. It will be.peis-
cived by reference to thé correspon.
dence, that I have offered to raise; in
the manner provided by law, two' or
three regimentslof vetearns {or Han-
cock’s Corps. My desive is- to assiat,
thg Government in overy legal tigde:
in raising mon; and especially-to-facijk-
tatean officer a native Pennsylvanisn-.
so digingnished a8 General ' Han..
-cock, in his efforts to” organize: % mew
corps. i
1 shall throw no ¢dbstacles in his:
way on the present’oceasion, but 1
cannot, certainly, be: eXpected to-vio.
lation-of law in:earrying:out.s plan.:
which sacrafices the rights of the State:
under existing laws, and wonld leave-
the men unprotéeted By them, 8o far
as concerns futurs provision' for ‘their
comfort and that of their- fumilies, = -
I will further: observe  that it ap--
pears by the report of the :Adjutant.
Goneral, herowith trahsmiited, that
the State, under the systém establish- -
ed by law, has put into thé military
service of the United States since: the
commencement of the war, the follow-
ing numbor of men, viz:. :
"T'roops sent into service during

Organizations for three years’ .

1804,

term, v 986t
Orgnaizations for one hundred Co

daye’ torm, L RITeTs
Organizations for one year St

term, - ' - ' 16,094
Volunteer recruits, LT 26,567
D;af_te.d men and sabstitutes, ‘10,651
Recruits for regular army,

Re-enlistments. of Peninsyl:

2974
vania Volunteers. ot =
13,809..

Infantry,
Gavalry, . 2,834
Artillery, ~ 799 T

: 799 7
Accredited to-other Stat <+ 389.717,876:

: _ o 91,704
Troops sent into the service of the Uhited
States- since-the commencéinent of ths.
rebellion, including the ninety- days'
militia in the departments of the Mon.
ongahela and Susquehanna, in 1863 ;.

es,

During the year 1861, 130,594
do do 1862, “TE100;
do do 1863, 43,046
do  do 1864, T4i398.
Re-enlistment of Pennaylvania volun- - . :.
teers, ] ) " 17,876
336,444

The twenty-five thousand -militia of.
1862 are not included in  this. statd,.
ment. - - e e
T call tho attention of the Liopisla:
wure to the Report of the Surveyor

General, herewith prosénted, and com
by‘ that

mend the suggestions: made
officer to your consideration, S
This message is aceampanied. by fult
reports of all the military departments,
They oxhibit ~the amount of, service
performed during the past yodr, s
contain a full history of all ' the militei
ry operations of the State, Many
valuable' rocommendations. are- made
in them; to promote tho. efficiency of
our volunteers, and the eomfort of the
sick and wounded, ‘which I commend
toyour earnest and immediate atten.
tion. - It affords mg, gr infaction
to bear my testimony to the ability)
diligence and fidelity of &ll the ofi-
cors in these sevefal depariments,
Before closing this message I desire:
‘to advert to the delay which has some-
times "oceurréd ‘in’the passage of the

general appropriation bill. It is neces.
sary that this bill shodld becomié & 14w
as olberwise the'action of Government
would be stopped.” To delay ifs press
entation to the Executivess was dohe
at the last rogular session-til s late:
hour of the night betore the 'mo ;
fixed for the final adjournmént, is't
deprive the people of their right 1o
have all bills submitted to thigrevision.
ot the Legislature 'befors, 1
laws, in case the Executive

approve them, Yfthere had been tilme,
L'shoyld “probably have returned - the:
appropriation bill of last year for duch

revision, 'as, when I 'had the ‘opporim. .
nity ‘of deliberately ;q:sam_in'p? ok
found provisions Whi¢hi T tould ,udt .-

bave approved-—:but, that' ¢
nity was denied. me. befor

bad become & law, and i)
the Legislature -was on- il
adjournment, the only’ qu
sentod to'me was'. whether
shounld become a law’™ withot
ment or thg necessilios of

by the continuod and cheerful ik

ity with which the men and
tho Stato contribute: ;of thei
for théir comfort and’ welfate,
the blossing of God be on those braye:
.coustry’

of. hergrigh:
URFIN;

N,

through the durk hours'
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