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Our Flag Forever.

“Iknow of no mode in whick a loyal cuti-
éen may so well demonstrate his devotion fo
M country as by sustaining the Flag the
Constitution and the Union, ynder all circum-
stances, and UNDER ‘EVERY ADMINISTRATION
REGARDLESS OF PARTY POLITICS, AGAINST ALL
85841LANTS, AT HOME AND ABROAD.”—STEPHEN
A. Dovoras,

—

A Dead Look in ;fx;_étate Senate,

~ As was anticipated, in the absence
of Major White, who is confined in a
rebel dungeon, the Senate of Pennsyl-
vania is a dead-lock. Letit remain so
forever before & Union man sbail give
way to those who love scparation and
trenson bettér than union and freedom.
The will of a large majority of the peo-
ple of our loyal State is being over-
alaughed, aad, for the time, the minor-
ity rule. Where is the boasted mag-|
nanimity theé so.called Democrats prato

s0 mech about. If they loved their |

country balf as-much as they protend
to, they would not clog the wheels of
Government, by thus epenly and avow-
edly supporting the rotten Confedera-
cy over which Jeff. Davis presides
against the will of a large majority of
those who live within his precinets.—
Lot “legislation be paralyzed, public
business neglected, rather than untie
it by submission to -the men wko are
profiting by the sufferings of g brave
soldier.” Never did the good Old
Keystone suffer & greater disgrace.—
Never wers a loyal people placed in a
fiore humiliating position. What are
those men bu® knaves, poltroons, and
traitors. Are they loyal when they
rejoct s resolution of thanks to Gens.
Grant and Meade, two of Pennsylva.
nia’s ¥favorite song,” and who are the
heroes of many of the hardest fought
battles of the war? Away with the

man, or set of men, who would, for a-

moment, reject a resolution of thanks
to the very man who drove back the
enemy from invading bis household
nnd destroying his property. The
loyal masses are indignant, and their
Just wrath will fall heavily upon the
heads of those who defy their will.

The House organized on TPuesday
last by electing the caucus nominees
we gave in our last isswe. A. W.Ben-
edict, Esq., was the unanimous choice
of the Union membars for Chief Clerk.
They knew.the man. A bettor wan
could not bave boen elocted to so im-
portant a position.

Fra’er Labor for the South.

It may seem a littlo singular’ that
gentiments like the fullowing, which
we tako from the New Orleans Frq,
should be published as far south as
Louisiana. Of course it is only very
rocently that such a thing could take
place, but its occurrence now isan un-
mistakablo indication of the direction
and progress the sentiment of the eouth
is taking. Tt is a proof, and with oth.

ers conclusivo to or'minds, that a Joy--

sl Sesth cah only bo ro.established
upon an anti-slavery or radical basis,
and to that result things sre vapidiy

tending. Thers is & great deal of

sound pbilosoghy in the extract from
the Era, which-we give below:

‘It has generally been believed,

beroatofore, that the destruction of sla-
very would impoverish the Sonth.—
But this is one of the popular errors
which is destined to be overthrown by
the war. The value of slave property
wag mainly fictitious; for, with the
money expended by the planter in
fecding and subsisting his slaves, a
smart business man would bave pro-
eured as mach, and perhaps mere work
By paid and willing lubor, After the
slaveowner-bad paid his thousand or
fifteen hundred dbltars for his nogro,
be must Jeed and clothe him; and the
expense of'this -would ' about balance
the work he' got'ont of Him: Conse-
quently, the use of this thousand or
fifteen hundred dollars was about the
same as thrown away; and if the ne-
gro died or ran off and escaped, it was
gone wholly. . There ave certain prin-
eiples of common senge that hold good
the world over; and some of these
have been very strangely overlooked
by the advocates of slave labor. No-
thing is more self-ovident than that a
man will labor more willingly, hoarti-
ly, efficiontly, with the prospect of
wages than he will under a& whip,
without such prospect.: The negroes
do 1ot form an exception to this rule,
Enslaved and treated as brudes, pos-
sessing neither the feelings, the hopes,
nor the rights of human beings, they
necessarily becomo sluggish-and-deba-
sed, and shirk their task as much. as
possible. Nothing elss could be cx-
pocted; human natare would be false
to herself if the result would be differ-
ont. But treated as a human being,
and properly remunerated for his toil,
the megro becomes an effective and
willing laborer. Expericnce is estab-
lishing this truth on the plantations of
Louisiana every day. A planter who
lJéses ona hundred negroes may com-
plain that he has-lost fifty thousand
dollars ; but he will learn, if-he goes to
work properly, that he has really lost
nothing. ~ His plans and business may
suffer-disarrangement for a year; but
if he will try the free labor experiment
fairly, his snpposed Jass can work bim
no furthor harm.””

To the Senate and House of -Representa.
tives of Pennsylvania :

GENTLEMEN:

The past year bas afforded ns_new
cause of thankinlness to tho Almighty
for the moral and material blessings
which he has bestowed upon us.

The balance in the Treasury,

November 30. 1862, was, 32,172,844 10

Reeeipts during fiscal yenr end-
ingpNuvember 30, 1863 4,289,451 G5

Totsl in Tressury for fiscal

uy;ar enling Nov’: 30, 1863 6,462,295 75
The payments for the rame pe-

riod ia\-e been 4,314,964 05

Bulance in ‘Freasury November
30, 1863 2,147,331 70

The operations of the sinking fund
during the last year have becn shown
by my Proclamation of the 8th day of
September last, as follows:
Amnunt of debt Commonwealth

reduced 7954,720 4D

Aas follows, via:
Coupon Loan Act,

May 4, 1862
Five per cent. 790,716 50
Four end one-half

per ceut, 63,000 00
Relief notes eanc’ld 963 00
Domestic creditors’
certificates 13 00
Ioterest certificates
paid

100,000 00

0
$954,720 40

Amount of public debt of Penn-
sylvania ns it stond on the
1at day of Decembrr, 1862 $40,448,213 82
Deduct amount redeemed at the
State Treasury during the
fiscal year, ending with No-
vember 30, 1863, viz :
Five per ct. stocks $888,499 78
Four and a half
‘ per cent, stocks 63,000,00
Relief notes 109 00
Domestic creditors’
certificates

26
$951,617 04

Public debt Docember 1, 163,%$39,496,596 78
. Fanded debt, viz:
6 percent.loans 400,630 00
5 per cent. lonns 35,709,986 45
43 per cent, loans 268,200 00
$36,378,816 45
Unfunded debt, viz:
Relief nntes in cir-

culation $97,251 00
Interest certificates
outstanding 15,356 83
Tutereat certificates
unclaimed 4,448 38
Domestic creditors’
certificates 724 32.
- $117,780,33
$36,496,596 78

Military loan per Act of May

15th, 1861 3,000,000 00

Total indebtedness. $39,496,596 78

By tho act of 15th May, 1861, au-
thorizing the military loan of - $8,000,-
000, o tax of one-half mill was Iaid on
real and personal property, to furnish
a fund for veedeeming the same. I re-

the sinking fund be dirccted to invest
the proceeds of the tax in State loan,
80 that it may be drawing interest, to
be in like manner invested, or that
they should apply such proceeds divect-
ly to the purchase of certifieates of the
militury loan, and cancel such certifi-
cates ay shall be purchased.

Although our finances are still in a
healthy conditien, it is necessary toin-
vite the scrious attention of the Legis-
lature to the consideration of the
meauns of muintaining them snimpaired
in future.

By the act of 12th June, 1840, it was
rovided that the interest on the State
oans should always be paid in specie

or its equivalont, and that whenever

less value than specie, the ditference in
value should be ascertained and certi-
fied to the Governor, who should thero-
upon issue his warrant to the agents or
banks authorzed to pay such interest
on behalf of the Commonwealth, to al-
low such difference to parties receiving
the interess, or at the option of the
parties pay the same in specie.

By the act of 11th April, 1862, it was
provided that forthe purpose of paying
i specie, or its equivalent, all interest
that should thereufter be due by the
Commonwealth, as required by the act
of 12th June, 1840, the severa! banks
who should avail themselves of the
provisions of that act, (of 11th April,
1862,) and who should refuse to redeem
their notesin specg, ondemand, at any
time within ten difys upon orafter the
time when such interest should become
due, shonld theroafter, when roquired
by the State Treasurer, by notice in
writing, pay into the State Treasury,
in proportion to the capital stecls paié
in of each bank, their yatable proper.

equivalent, as should have been actual-
ly paid by the State.

By the act of 30th January, 1868, it
was provided that the Stato Lreasurer
should exchange with' the banks an
amount of currcney: sutflicient to pay
the interest on the State debt falling
due on tre first days of February and

coin, and should give to the banks spe-
cio certificates of exehange, not trans-
ferable, pledging the fith off tllo State
to return said eoin jn exchango for
notes current at the time, on or before
the first Monday of Mareh, 185, such
cerlificates to boar intevest at the rate
of 2% per cent. por annum,

Under the provisions of the act of
1862, certain bauke paid into tho State
Treasary $140,768 80 as an cquivalent
for coin for tho payment of interest on
the public dobt. ‘ .

Under the act of 1863, spgcie cortifi-
cates have beon given to the banks,
amounting in tho whole to 81,968,904
97, which, with the aceruing interest,
will fall duo on the first Monday of
March next.

As the provisions of this act were of
a tenrporary charactor, the only acts
now in force on tho subject are those
of 1840 and 1862, above mentioned,
under which. it will be the duty of the
State authorities to pay the interest on
the lst of February, 1864, and thereaf.
ter, in coin or its equivalent, and look
to the banks that may be Lable under
the act of 1862 for reimbursement of
the promium paid by the Common-
wealth.

In the face of all difficulties, this
Commonwealth, actuated by a senti.
ment which does its people honor, has
hitherto paid its interest in coin or its
oquivalent. .

Existing circamstances make it ne-
cexsary to consider now the fair extent
of her just obligations, '

The exi%encies of the times have
compelled the Govorument of the Uai-
ted States to issne large amounts of
Treasury notes. for. circulation, which

tion of such premium for gold or its’

August, 1863, for the same amount of

form the great mass of our circulating
medinm, . .

It i3 our duty as a loyal State—=if is
our interest as a State whose welfare,
and even safety, depend emphatically
upon the maintenance of the credit and
the success of the military operations
of tho general governient—to do no-
thing to impuir its cfedit or cmbarrass
its measures. On the contrary, wo
owe it to ourselves and to our poster-
ity to give an active support to its ef-
forts to quell the monstrous rebellion
which is still raging, and thus restore
peace to our distracted country.

It is our own Government, and we
could not, without gross indecency, at-
tempt to refuse its currency in pay-
meut of tuxes and other debts due to
the Commonweal*h.

In 1840 the ense was very different.
The difficulties then arose from the
suspension of gpecie payments by our
State banks, mere local and private
corporations, and the Stuvle very pro-
porly by the act of that year, intended
to provide against loss to its ereditors
by reason of such suspensions.  An ex-
igency like the present could not then
have been foreseen by the Legislature
and it is to be inferred therefore that
they could not huve intended to pro-
vide for it.

We derive our system of public loans
from Europe, and the truo extent of
our obligation is to be aucertained by
reforring to tho lmown established
practice of Turopean governments pri-
or to the dates when our Jouns were
cffected. I mean of course such of
thoso governments as were held to
have maintained their national eredit.

It i3 believed to have been the uni-
form practice of such governments to
pay their interest in paper currency,
however depreciated, during a legaliz-
ed suspension of specic payments. An
obgervable instance of this is afforded
by the course of the British Govern-
ment, which during twenty-five years,
from 1797 to 1822, during which the
bank was prohibited by law from pay-
itig out coin for any purpose, paid the
interest on its public debts ir bank
notes, which’ during a great part of
that time were at a heavy discount,
sometimes amounting to 30 por cent
or thicreabout. Their -neceysities then
were not greater than ours are now,

Among ourselves, at the present
time, Massachusetts (whose debt is bo-
lieved to be very small) pays the inte-
rest in coin. Obio and Indiuna pay
in currency. In Xew York itis not
Itnown what will be done.  Ier Legis-
lature, by concurrent resolution, or-
dered the intercst to be paid in coin to
foreign stockholders in April last.

At the present rate of premium on
gold, the sum neccssary to pay on an
amount sufficient to discharge the an.
nunl interest on the State debt, would
be more than $1,000,000, and to meet
this, additional taxation to that extent

commend that the commissivners of | would be unavoidable. The demands

on the Treasury for other necessary
purposes must probably be such as to
‘render it impradent to throw any part
of this expenditure on the existing sur-
plus.  To borrow money from year to
year to puy the intercst on past loans’
would, of course, be wholly inadmissi-
ble. To leave the act of 1862 in forco,
and attempt to throw the payment of
this large premium annmally on the
banks, would be not only flagruntly
unjust, but quite impracticable. I ve-
commend the whole subject to the care-
ful and immediate consideration of the
Legislature,  Some legislation ought
to be bad on it before the close of the
present month. In my opinion the
Commonwealth will have fultilled her

the funds in the Treasury should be of | obligations by providing for the pay-

ment of her intorest in the currency of
the Government. If the Legislature
should think fit to coiltinue to pay it
in coin, it will be their duty to levy
forthwith the heary taxes novessary
for that purpose. [ must in passing
observe that tho plah adopted by one
of the Statesin paying coin to foreign,
and eurrency to domestic loanholde:s,
appears to meto be wholly unwise, and
founded on no legitimate principle.

At the close of the last session, nine.
teen bills renewing the churters of cer-
tain banks for another period of five
yours were presented to me  Of these
I have (for reasons which will be hiere-
after eommunicated,) withhield my sig-
nature from one and approved the re-
mainder. I havoe boen led to sign them
by the considerations that the banks
of the Commonweslth pay a large rev.
enwe which the Stute can ill afford te
lose, and that in the present condition
of the country it would bo impolitic to
drive 80 much capital ont of active use
or forco it into new employmonts.

If the Nutiona! Banking system af.
fordsuilicient inducements, capital will
voluntarily take that divection. It is
proper to-observe that the charters of
most of the banksin question expire at
an early period, while in consequence
of the invasion of the State, during the
last summer, they could not bave been
rensonably expected to give the neces-
sary notice of renewed applications for
re-charter.

I recommend an extension of the
time during which the banks are now
rolieved from penalties for not paying
their obligations in coin,

The incrensed expenses of living in-
vite attention to the salaries of our
public officers. Those of the Secretary
of the Commonwealth, Auditor Gene-
ral, and State Treasurer, and of the
Clerks bn theiremployment are, in my
opinion, too low, especially as the exi-
gencies of the times bave  groatly on-
banced the labors and:vesponsibilitios
of all, and in the easc of thoe heads of
those dopartments, enforee a constant
attendance at Harrisburg, which was
not formerly required.

Under the Act of 16th A pril, 1862,
and its supploment passed 22d April,
1863, the Adjutant Geunoral, Quartor-
master General and Commissary Gon-
orul have boeen acting as the Board of
Military Claims. They have, up to
this time, approved claims to the am-
ount of §166,415 81, and others have
been already presented to the further
amouut of $382,120 29, which have not
yeot been acted on.

Under the Act of 22d April, (P. L.
529,) the Court of Common Pleas, ap.
pointed three appraisers to ascertain
the damage done in the couutics on
the Southern border by the militia call-
ed into service In Septembor, 1862, by
the Anderson Cavalry in. the sameo.
month, and by the Rebels in. their raid
on tho 10th and 11th Obtobor, 1862,

The Appraisers have not yet com
‘ploted the performance of their dutios.
When their report shall have bosen
mado to the Court of Common: Pleas
and affirmed; in whole or in part, by

ars not redeomable in coin, and which [that court, it will be the duty of the

Governor to cltim the payment of the
amountsfrom tlie General Government;
and ob failure t6 sccure the same, then
to report to th¥ next Legislaturs, re-
commending such action' as e may
deem just gad proper.

‘Phe uxponses of the T'ransportation

and Telegx:'npb Department during the

past year have been as follows::

Paid (out of gppropriation
made by Military Loan
act of 1861 -

Unpaid (the approprintion
being exhansted

Outstanding linbilities, esti-
mated at

813,658 87
15,764 79
5,000 00

834,423 66

T'hese expenses have been mainly
incurred in keeping up the necessary
correspondence of the military depart-
wents aad iu the transportation of sick
and wouunded and the dead bodies of
our volunteers, as will be seen by the
veport of the Chief of Treansportation,
herewith  commuaunicated. [ recom-
mend an appropriation to meet the
deficieney; aud also to earry on the
service of this department herveafter.

By the thirteenth section of the unet
of the 15th May, 1861, the sum of 820,
00U was appropriated to be expended
by the Governor for the compensation
aof'such persons as he might require Lo
gerve the Commonwealth in the mili-
dary organization of the State or the
General Government, and for the ex-
penses incident to the business in
which they might be employed.

I bave, nccording to law, settled an-
unal accounts of the oxpenditure of
this fund in the Auditor General's
office, to which thie Legislature is re-
ferred. The uncxpended balance is
now §4,521 98,7 A further sum should
be appropriated in like manner. Out
of this fund [ have paid the persons
whom I found it necessary to employ
in the military department, and the
expenses of the agency which T was
compelled to estabilsh at Washington
to attend to tho interest and welfare
of our volunteers. The continuance
of this agency and the establishment
of n similar oue in the West are of vi-
tal importance to them. Irecommend
the passage of an act authorizing the
appointment of agents at Washington
and Nashville, and defining their du-
ties, which should include the collec-
tion of all bouuties, back pay, pensions,
ete., due to Pennsylvanians, .

On this subject I refer tho Legisla-
ture to the report of Colonel R. Biddle
Roberts, late Agont of the State;at
Washington, herewith comniunicated
and eommend it to your caveful exam:
ination, ’

On the invasion of the State during
the last summer, the President made a
call for militia, and with his assent I
subsequently made a call for volunteer
militia for the defence of the State.—
Under these ealls men were assembled
and organized with promptness, -after
the reality of the emergency came to
be understood by our people. The
General Government clothed, and sub-
sisted his force, and agreed to pay it,
but as no appropriation for that pur-
pose had been made by Congress, the
President and Secretary of War prom-
ised if tho money should he advanced
from other quarters to recommend its
immediate repayment on the mecting
of Congress. It is understoold that
steps havo boen nlready taken to fulfil
this pledge. Several of the lanks
cheerfully and. readily advanced tlre
necessary funds 1o-the amount of 471,
476,43, an my prfm’\isa to recommiend
to thcicgislutm'g an appropriation to
repay them in caso Congress should
fait to'make one.” I accordingly make
that recommendation most emphati-
cully. Should it' be wecessary, I will
hereafler by o spoeinl message givo tho
details and corfespondence relating to
this subject,

New York and New Jersey, under
the President’s call, sent vegiments to
assist in our detence, for which our
thanks are dan to those States, our
good neighbors.

After the battle of Gettysburg, in
which loyal volunteers From eigliteen
States, including Pennsylvania, were
engaped, it apperred to me proper that
all those States should unite in estab:
lishing a cemctery on the spot, in
which their soldiérs who had fallen in
that conflict, should be honorably in-

vid Wills, Iisq., of Gettysburg, my a-
gent, and through him, o site was pur-
ehnsed at a cost of $2.475 87, and the
eonveyances’ made to the State.—
On communicatidg with the suthori-
tiesof the other States, they all readily
agreed to become parlies to tho ar-
rangement, and on the 19th day of No-
vember Tust the cemetery was dedica-
ted with appropriate ceremonies in tho
presence of'thoe President of the United
States, the Governors of the States
concerned, and other high officers, Na.
tional and State. “On the 19th day »f
December, on the invitation of Mr. D.
Wills, comm’ssioners representing the
States interested in the cemetery, met
in Ilarrisburg and agreed upon a plan
for its improvement and cure in the
future, and the apportionmeut of the
sum of money required, to the several
States, which is herewith communica-
ted. The oxpenses atlonding the es-
tablishment of this cemetery, including
the cost of the site und of romoving the
bodies of the slaid, have thus far am.
oanted to $5,209 38, and an appropria-
tion will be required to pay these ex-
penscs, and to meet our portion of
those attending itg'future maintenance
It will appear by tho proceedings of

portion of the exponses alveady incur-
red aro to be refunded by the States on
whose aceount they were made. Itis
just to say that Mr. Wills has dischar-
ged bis delicate and important dutics
with fidelity and- to my entire satisfac-
tion.

The act for tho relief of familica of
voluuleors in service:may require some
revision. [tis alleged-that in some
parts of tha Stato the county authori-
ties arc backward in exccuting.tho law.
If this be so, tho mombers from the
different counties will bo aware of the
fuct, and will be most ready to make
such further enactments as may be
proper.

I commend to the prompt attention
of the Liogislaturo the subject of the re-
lief of poor orphans of our soldiers who
have given, or shall give, their lives to
the country during this crisis.  In my
opinion, their maintenanoo and-educa-
tion shonld-be provided for by the State
Failing other frionds of naturval ability
to provido for them, they should be
honorably received: and fostereds s
children of the Commonwealth. The

ey gt

terred. [ accordingly "appointed Da-

the commissionersithat their duo pro-’

$50,000 heretoford #vei By the Penn-
sylvania Railrond Cdihpany, referred
in my last antlual thessuge; is still un—
approoristed, and I fecoiiinend that
thig sum, with such otlier means as the
Liegislature m#y thitlk fit, be applied
to this end, in such thanner ds may be
thought mont expedieit #nd effsctive.
In anticipatun of the adojitioni of a
more perfecy system, I recorhmnend
that provision be made for secitring
the admission of such children into ex-
isting educational establishments, to
be there clothed, nurtured and instrue-
ted, at the public expense. T make
this recommendation enrrlestly, feeling
assured that in duitig 80, I represent
the wishes of the patrivtie, the benev-
oleut and the good, 6f the State.

Tinvite thoattentivn 4f the Legisla-
Lure to the ¢indition of the loyul peo-
ple of Bast Tentieaqee; which is repre-
sented to be most Jvi)fomb]e, #nd ap-
peals with jrresistible fores ithke to
your sympathies aud your sense of jus-
tice. Their whole country has been
lnid waste by the contending armies of
the Government and the rebels. Four
times large armies have passed over
Lhat district, destroying or earrying off
all that had been gathered for the ap-
proaching winter, and now the women
and children avo left in a state of des=
titution. )

The representations made by stn-
dry gentlemen of the highest respec-
tability, from that State, are of the
most heart rending character.  Star-
vation, actual and present, now exist.
Can we, in the midst of afluent abun-
dance, for a moment hesitate as to
whut our action shall be towards the
people whoso ouly crime has been
their loyalty and devotion to the Gov-
erment? Even if a ‘portion of our
cliarity should reach the starving fam-
iligs of those in sympathy with the re-
bellion, better it should, than that
these devoted, selfsacrificing people
who have so unhesitatingly adhered to
tho Government, be left to suffer
Whenever pestilence and famine dis-
tressed the people of any portion of
our country, we have always been
foremost in relieving them, and the
people of Pennsyivania have exténded
their open handed beneyvolence and
broad charity to the starving people
of foreigis countries. Shall it be said
that the dppeals of these people for
broad fall upon the heart of Pennsyl-
vania in vain, and that we who have
so recently given thanks for our ab-
undance have no relief for them in
their extremities? T commend the
subject through you to the people of
the State, as worthy the lnmediaté
attention and active exertions of the
charitable and the liberal.

I should be glad if the liegislature
would make a general revision of our
Revenue Laws, with a view to their
inereased productiveness. It ought
to be observed that for a -period of
more than twenty years, no matoria}
change has been made in the Llevenne
Laws of this Commonwealth. During
that time some interests have grown
into new importance, and should be

the public expense, since all taxation
should as far as possible, press equally
upon the property and cmployments
of our people.

Failing such revision, I recommend
to the consideration of the Legislature
the following suggestions connected
with the sabject.

1. There are several companies in
the State which, in addition to large

the routes ot transpovtation, by which
alone the products of the mines of in-
dividuals'ln their respective districts,
can reach & market, These compa-
nies thus enjoy substantiul monopolies
by means of which they not only re-
cicve the fair profits of their own
property, but are enabled to make ad-
ditional heavy gaius at the cxpense
of individuals. In my opinion such
privileges onght never to have boen
granted, but as they exist it appears
to be just that tho class of companies
which enjoy them, should pry there-
for an additional specific tax.

2. Very largo sums are duo to the
Commonwealth for unpatented lands
Forbearance, clemoney, and liberalicy
have been in vain tried in the numer-
ous attempts to procure the payment
of at least & part of this debt, from
the larger portion of those who are in-
debted on that account. The contin-
uance of this stato of affuirs is unjust
to the Commonwealth and to the vast
majority of her people who have hon-
estly paid for their lands.. It has bo-
come unendurable. I rocommend that
the Legislutare provide that the Sar-
veyor General shrall file of record in
the office of the Court of Common
Pleas of cach eounty, & description of
the lands subject to the lien of the
Commenweaith for purchase money,
and a staloment of the amount of
principal and interest now due to tho
Commonwealth together with the
-patent fees on each tract and ten por
cent on the amount so due for tho la-
bor und cost of making and filing
such statemont, and the aggrogate a-
raount thus stated, for cach tract, shall
be beld to be the amount now due
thereon to-the Commonwealth, which
shall bear interest at the rate of twelve
per cent por annum, till paid, and shall
continue to bo the first lien on the
land, till paid, and shall not be dives-
ted by any judicial or other sale what-
ever. 1 also recommend the adopticn
of a suggestion contained in the Sur-
veyor General’s report that a specific
tax be laid on all unpatonted lands.

8. DBy existing laws municipal cor-
porations are required- to- deduct and
pay ioto the Yreasury thefax on all
lvans contracted by thom. Tt is belie-
ved that a large addition would ac-
crue to the revenue by the extension
of this provision 1o all counties and to
all corporations private or public.

I recommend that it bo so extended.

4. A tax on the gross rcccipts of
all railroad and canal companies would
it is believed, be productive and not
oppressive.

Upon saiisfactory reports, according
to law, made by Colonel John A,
Wright, 1 have diasvn- my  warrants
for the delivery torthe” Philadelphiv &
Brie Railroad: compawry of' another
million of the bonds deposited in  the
Stato Treasury. Iour millions of said
bonds have thereforé been now deliv-
ered, There cun be no reasonable
doubt of the early.completion: of the
work, and; when compibted, it is-confi-
dently expected that the bonds: held
by tho State, secared on the road:for
$3.600,000; will become good: interost-
paying seeurities. .
Lyonew most earnestly the- recom.

mendation made. io my last anpual

N DN R M . Loy
messiige.of a vf'.b‘v_iéion of the fnilitia
lasvs: " Phey até &1 present, sheieful-
ly defociive. Indeed, if by 4 militia
la# is meant a_Inw intended to pro-
vide {df 80 enfolling a%d . organizing
the military force of the State that it
may be pot into service when requir-
ed,"we may be said to bave no militia
law. In cach of the last two years I
have been obliged to &4l Gut the miti-
tia, but in fact thogse who obeyed the
call were volunteers and, with some
exceptions, were wholly unorganizeéd,
80 that almost in fuce of the enemy;
tlme had to be consumed in distribid-
ting the men into companies and regi-
ments, in electing officers and in other
preparations for effective organization.

In the report of the, Adjutant Gen-
eral will be found a list of the Penn-
sylvania regiments and a statzment
showing the several armies and. de-
partments in which they are now ser-
ving. In this connection, I suggest
the propriety of legislative authority
being given for the preparation of a
history of eielr of our regiments and
other organizations, to° be preserved
among our archives. The necessary
doeuments are now accessible, and as
they may in time be lost or destroye:d
the making of such « retord-as I pro:
pose should hot be deferred. Tt is due
alile to the living and tho dead that
this subjoct should be promptly acted
on.

T recommend that the proposed am-
endments to.the Constitution, giving
to citizens in the public seryico out of
the State, the right to vote, be passed
promptly and submitted to a vote of
the people at as carly a day as possi-
ble, 50 that such citizens may .exer-
cise their right of suffrage at all future
electinns. 'I'his would be orly doing
justice to the brave men who are per-
illlng their lives in our defenco.

It is highly important that we sl’ld
réplenish the rauks of our regiments
in the field and supply the places of

ther service. I am happy to say that
a large proportion, of ; our- regiments
are re-onlisting. Efforts are making
by myself and by the people in  vari-
ous portions af the State to procure a
sufficient number of volunteers, and
with a promise of suceess, provided a
reasopable time be allowed for the
purpose. Meanwbile persons profos-
sing to be officers and agents from
some ofhier’ Statds ar'e most iniproper
Iy endeavoriug to seduco our citizens
into tbeir service by extravagant boua-
ties and promises. '

The 12th section of the acy of 15th
May, 1861, prohibits any volunteers
from leaving the State without the
authority of the Governor, and I now
recommend the passage of alaw_im-
posing penalties by fine and imprison-
ment on all individuals who shall en-
deavor to procure or aid and assist in
procuring any person to - this State to
onlist in the volunteer sevvice of any
other State. "Many of our counties
and townships have filled their quotas
at a large expense, and in others they

made to bear their just proportion of] arc in course of doing the same by of-

fers of liberal bounties and provisions
for the families of volunteers, and it is
not right that these patriotic ecfforts
should be embarrassed by interferonce
from beyond our borders, especinlly as
wo cannot; i these eirenmstanoes of-
fer bounties by the State; withont the
injustice of compelling the eouritics
and townships  which hute already
contributed largely ¥ that way, to as-

mining priviloges, have the coutrol of 81t in puying, by tasation, for the do

ficieucy of others.

I feel it to be my duly te eall your
attention to the petnicious practice of
leaving mauny bills to be hurried thro’
at the close of the session. During
the last ten days of the last session,
390 bills were presented for my sigua-
tare, many of them of the most impor-
tant character. The whole number
of bills presented to me during the ses-
sion was 715. - In consequence of:this
habit not only are bills passed without
an opportunily to either l1ouse for a
proper consideration of their provis-
ions, bes the Executive is  compelled
cither to sign them without examina-
tion, or to hold them over perhaps to
the public inconverionce. It may of
ten happen that a bill not approved by
reason of & single obuoxious clause,
might if thiere were tinve, bo repassed,
-omitting the objectionable provision.
In conneetion with tho subject of Lieg-
islation, I must refer to another mis-
chief. General laws have beeu passed
to give relief in certain cases which
formerly required a special act in each
case, As for instance the salo of lands
by execulors, admiristrators:and trus-
tecs, the adoption of children, the cre-
ation of mining and manufacturing
corporations, and so forlh. These
lawy were passed to ensure such an
examinetion ineach case as would en-
able justice to be doneto the parties
and to the public, and also to save the
time and expense consumed in private
legisiation. They havo hitherto effec-
ted: meither purpose, but I do seriously
urge on the Liegislature the considera-
tion that whoever applies for o special
act undor such circumstanees must oi-
ther fear the resnlt of an impartial in-
quiry or (if the application be for a
charter) must desive tho omission or
ingertion of some provision contrury
to what the Legislaturo hne-determin-
cd after mature consideration to be
Just and logitimate.

I refer to the Aunditor General's and
State Treasurer’s reports for the de-
tails of our financial affairs, and to tho
reports of the Surveyor Genoeral, Ad-
jutant General, Quartermaster Genor-
al, Commissary Genoral,-Surgeon Gen.
eriyl, Agent ot Washington, Chief of
‘Lranspo-tation and Telegraph Depart-
meat, and Superintendent of Common
Schools, in rogard Lo their sevoral de-
partments. . .-

In May last it was bolieved from in-
formation received, that General Leo
intended to invado this State. Com.
munications on- the subject were im-
mediatély sont to Washington, urging
that preparations for cffective dofenco
should not be delayed. Accordingly
the War Department erected two new
military departments, vizz The De-
partment of tho Monongabela, inelu-
ding that portion of the State lying
west of the mountaing, to be comman-
ded by Muj. Gen. Brooks, and the De-
partiient’ of the Susquehanny, compri-
stug.the remuthder of the Swte, and
to-be'commanded by Muj. Getiz Couch.

Barly in Jwie, Maj. Grerni Coneh ar:
rived at llarrisburg and assumed coti-
mand of his department, which he has
since exercised with ° the soldierlike
prompiness,. vhorgy and discretion
which were to bo. expected-from- Lis
Luown charactor:.

those voluntcers whose terms will:
soon expire and who may decline fur-

The fabels having actaally- -entered

the St4{s it ‘some force, and thé ap-

proach 6f teir whole army being im- -
minent, {§% President mado a requisi- \E
tioh for rffilitia from this and - some of )
the neighthring States, and soveral 7
regiments {fom New York and New
Jersey were promptly sent, and our
own volunteer miilitid began to agsem-
ble, bat some embirrgssitients arising, g
the President assented td n_¢all By the

Execative of the State, wiil was ac-

cordingly made. Under thede culis

5,168 of the men of Pennsylvania were ’
assembled in the Department of Gen. ,
Brovks, gnd 81,422 in that of General

Couch. To give the detnils, or even

asummary of the operations whieli

ensued, would be impracticable withy \2
in the Hnils of 4 message. Itis une ~
necessury to do sgyas-1 Dbave -recom- "

mended the adoption of measares foy
preserving thit Histofs 6f ‘onr sevéril
regiments and othed borgunizitions,
aud in that history thg  events ‘to
which T have refeived will b fdoid:
ed. "It is dueg, however, to the men w
who cante forward, that I should diy
now that they made long and labori-
ous marches;in parts of this dnd other
States which bad been plundered by
the rebels, sufféred great privations;
and were frequently iu conflict witl
tho enomy ; and on all occasions act- i
ed in obedience to military  discipling’ N
and orders, and with courage auvd en-
durance, o )

Some of the militia ealled in 1862,
and in 1863, were kiiled and others
disabled: In all these cascs;. where
there are no liws for the reticf of these
menor: their families, T recomniend
the cnactment of u Jaw for that puipose
. The campaign on oupgail 7 wad clos-
ed by’the victory of Gettysburg, gain:
ed by the veteran Army of the - Poto-
mac, under the command of Majdir
General Moade, tho officers “and . it
of which displayed all their accustoim- e
ed valor and endurance in the conflict ‘Fi
and in the forced and rapid marches
which immediately preceded ity ~*°

Under Divine Providence, (o them
and to the military genius and unsur-
passed energy of General Mende, and
the promptness and self-sacrificing gal-
lantry ob'General Reyunolds, : i are
En(llel:btad for 'success on *that bloody

cld. -

Woe-are proud to claim Gen. Meoude
and Roynolds as sons of our -own
Pennsyivania.

The first lives to enjoy the most:
precious of all rewards,’ the ‘grateful
appreciation of ‘bis eountrymen. ' The .
lattep fell in the very front of the’ bat-
tle, and -~ can-only™ pay homage to
his momury. Whatever honors have
been at any time devised to commem-
orate the virtues of a patriot—of
true, fearless; loyul eitizon und soldier
he hus abundantly ‘deserved. R 1

Iis surviving companious “in. v
claim the right, of themselves, erecting
a monument-to him on the ficld on
whitch bro fell; and it wonld not be well
to interfere with their pious intention.
But I hope that the Legislature will
place upon the records, of the State
somo appropriate testimony “of the |
public gratitude to him and his survi
ving commander. .

1t would be unjust to omit referring.
again to the-loyat spirit of owr people,
which bas been evinced in every mollé i
since this war commenced. Notonly . P
have they sent 277,409 men for the
general and speeial service of the Gov-
ernment, and supported with cheerful-
ness the burdens of Laxation, but onr
storehouses and depots have lterally 7
overflowed with comforts and necessu-
ries, “spontancously contributed by
them, under the active care of thous”
ands of our wonren, (fuithful untor
death,) for the sick and wounded an:t
prisoners, as well as for our armios in
the field.  Their patriotic benkvolence
soems 1o be inexhaustible. To every
new cull, the response becomads imoras
and more liberal.  When intelligonce
was received of the barbarian  starva-
tion of our prisoners in Richmond, tho
gurners of the whole State were in- -
stantly <hrown open, and before any
similar movemont bhad been made clse-
where, T was alveady employed on be-
half of our peoplo in effurts tor securd'
the admission throngh 1he rebel fines
of the ubundint supplics provided for™
the relief of onr suffering brethrem.

‘Those of our citizens who have fallen®
into the habit of disparaging our great

Commonivealth and the unsurpasseift
efforts of herpeople should blush whén

they look on this picture. :

That this unnatural rebellion ma
be speedily and effectually erushed’ %
we lio—all—under the -obligation of
the onc paramount duty—that of vig-
orously supporting our Government §
in its measures to that end. To the
full extent of my offivial and individut
al ability it shall be so supported, und'

T vely hoartily on your co-oporation,

I am ready for all proper measures to

strengthen its arm—to  encourago its-

upholders—to stimulate by public fib-

orality, to themselves and their fami-

liés, the inén who give to it theirpor-

sonul service—in every modo to invig-

orate its action. We are fighting tho

great buttlo of God~of truth—ofright—-

of liberty. The Almighty has no as-

tribute that can fuvor our savage and

degrenorate onomics. No poople can '
submit to territorial dismemberment
without becowing eontemptible in its

own eyes and in those of tho world.-
But it isnot only "agninst territorial

dismemberment that woeare striggling’
buat against tho destruction of the very
ground work of our whole politicak
system. . The ultimate question. truly
at issue'is the possibility of the perma.

nent existence gf a powerful Ropublic.

That is the guestidh to bo now solved,

and by the btessing.of God, wa:mean?
that it shall not be our fault if it bo-
not solved favorably.: - - .

Wo have, during the past year, s
made mighty strides toward . such a A
solution and to all buman appearancs” - o
wo approach its completion. . Bat
whatever reverses may happen—srhas.:
ever blood and treasuve way stify ho
reqaired—whatever sacrifices may.bo
necessary—1tbere will vemain tho in-
exorable dotermination of our people
to fight out this thing to theendiste’
preserve and porpetuate this Union.

Thiey have sworn that not one star
shall' bu reft from the constellation,
nor its clustered brightness be dimmed
by_treason aud: savagery, and they
witlikeep their oath’

A. v CURTIN:

pen. A littlo follow not more than' -k
‘five yours of ago, hearing somo gentlo-

men ut his-father’s tuble discussinsdtho-

familiai~ line; % An honest mandsthe®

uoblest work of God,” said-be lmow jt-

wasi’t-Lruo; his mother was bottor

Lthan any man that way ever mader -
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