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Our Flag Forever.

BEBEBPEEED

NOTICE.

We have not the time nor the ineli-
nation, to dun personally, alarge num-
ber of porsons who have unsettled ac-
counts upon our books of several years
standing. . We shall, therefore, from
day to day, without respect to persons,
placo into the hands of a Justice for
collection, all accounts of over tio
years standing. All those who wish
to save expense, will do well to give
as & call immediately.

THE LATEST NEWS.
—The Rcbel batteries at Acquia
Creck were evacuated on Tuesday.

-—{Col. Fremont has been assigned
the command of ¢ The AMountain De-
partment,” including the country west
of the Potomac and east of the depart-
ment of the Mississippi.

—All was quiet at Fortress Monrae
yesterday morning.

—All the papers of the Cumberland
having gone down with her, it is im-
possible to give the names of all the
killed and missing. The losswill reach
about 100.

—Satisfactory information bas been
received at Fortress Monroe, to the
effect that the Merrimae was very
mmuch disabled in the contest with the
Monitez, It is also declared that the
Monitqr is Ezere than the equal of the
Merrimac. )

—Seventeen men were killed on the
Merrimae by a'shell from the Cumber-
Jdand, including her Captain, Thomas

<W. Buchanan, a Marylander, who was
in command of the Washington Navy
Yard when the rebellion broke out,
which position he resigned, but after-
wards asked to be reinstated, but was
refused. .

—Tennessee advices say that the
(citizens of Shelbyville, Bodford coun-
ty, burned, on Sunday night, a large
quantity of Confederato stores to pre-
vent their falling into the hands of the
rebel trgops; under A Sidney Johnston,
who was in full retreat from Murfrees.
boro.

—<Col. ®eary, acting brigadier gen-
eral in command of the troopsat Lees-
burg, made & personal reconnoissance
on Tuesday as far as Carter’s Mills.—
The trail of the retreating rebel army
was blackcened with the ruins of grana-
yies, ashes of hay and grain stacks,
fences, &c. He found that the bridge
over Goose Creek had been burned
after our occupation on Saturday.—
The cenemy had completely fallen
back., The loyal feeling is growing,
and ymany come forward to talio the
path of allegiance.

~Col. Geary, with some of his offi-
cers, and a detachiment of the First
Michigan Cavalry, rode to Ball's Bluff
on Tyesday, and buried the whitening
‘bones of the brave American soldiers,
who fell upon that field in October Yast.
Impressive remarks preeeded this hu-
mane act, and s menventof gross rebel
neglect was hid from human sight.

~~A eall from the rebel Governor of
Virginis oa the militia of the State for
fen thousand men was proclaimed in
the Strects of Occoquan on the 9th
inst., by an official, who immediately
departed.” Nearly all the able-bodied
men of the village left with the rebel

5 army. A few refused to go.

.x ~The soldiers'of Gen. Banks’ divi:
gion have pushed their way rapidly
toward Winchester. All the strategic
positions whieh lie betweon Harper's
Ferry and Winchester havebeen ocen-
pied, and the latter town, if not now
actually, is virtually in our possession.

Huntingdon Academy.

Wo are gratified to loarn that this
institution is again in operation, with
every prowise of complete success.—
The gentlemanthaving it in charge, My,
McCanprEs, is o finished teacher, and
is very highly spoken of by all who
have made his acquaintance as « citi-
zen, and as instructor of their chil-
dren. And, now that the Huntingdon
Academy is in proper hands, we hope
parents ip the toxn, and in the coun-
ty, will give it that paironage it de-
serves. The schog! fxas been in opera-
tion but for some four or five weeks,
and the number of scholars 43 eonsid-
erably larger than was expected in s0
short g time and with go little ¢ffort.
This fact of itself is a strong evidence
thgt the Academy is now & popylar
institution with parents and pupils.

e, An assortment of Card le_to-

" Ty

gvaphs at Lewis’ Book Store.

Union Sentiment at the South.

Tho New York Journal of Commerce
congcludes gn article an the Union sen-
timent at the South with the fullowing

.| interesting information :

We have learned some inleresting
facts about the general condition of
the public mind in the Southwest,
through a gentleman who has just ar.
rived in New York from New Orleans.
Ife was in the Ilatfer city when the
news of the intended evacuation of
Columbus was received, Tt camec in
a telegram from a Genoral in the Con-
federate army to his brother in New
Orleans, stating that Columbus was to
be abandoned, and begging that all
the militin of New Orleans might at
once be sent to Memphis, as it was
proposed o make a stand there. A
meeting was called in New Orleans,
great excilement and great depression
marking tho public mind. The mili-
tia formally resolved that they would
not go, and o universal sentiment was
expressed that their departure to Mem-
phis would bo useless. The probabili-
ty is, that New Orleansis nearly ready
to welcome a Union army. Such are
the opinions formed from observation
of the state of mind in the eity. .\t
the same time, it is to be always re-
marked that men’s opinions in such
matters depend more on the immedi.
ate circles surrounding them, than on
the public at large, with whom they
may not associate. The same gentle-
man stopped in Memphis on his way
to the North, and found great anxiety
and terror prevailing there. Ile at-
tended a meeting at that city, at which
a Brigadier General presided. The
object wasg, to arouse the people to a
defence of the South. The General
made a speech, calling on the audience
with some elognence to “rush to arms,
every man seize his gun, and come for-
ward to the defence of the country.”
Ile was jnterrupted by a voice in the
audience saying, “that's all very nice
talk General, bat you know wo hain’t
got nary a gun among us!”  The effect
on the audience was by no means cn-
livening.

From these circumstances, it may be
geen that the Southern mindis at work,
rapidly and fiercely. The future is in
the hands of God and the patriotism
of the people. We look now, as we
bave always looked, to the Union men
of the South for the grand movement
which will end the war, if it is soon to
be ended, by tho restoration of the
Union. The conservative course of
the President, hasbeen throughout the
war, dirceted towards o similar view.
1lis recent message, and suggestions
of a joint resolution on the subject of
slavery, have produced a momentary
(let us hope it will be a lasting) cessa-
tion of the war against the Union,
which has been earried on at the Novth,
and the tendency of which has been
to alicnate the Union men of the South,
While, therefore, the war goes forward
with unabating viger, and the armies
of the Union march finto the States
that have been ocenpied by rebeilion,
the hour rapidly approaches swhen the
Union men of the South may take up
the old Ameriean weapons of persua-
sion and conciliation, and then let us
look for the revolt against the rebel-
lion, that will Jjustify all our hopes for
the Unjon.

Tnquucstions now asked by cvery
one is;" % Where is Jeff Davis? 1s he
in Richmond, or bas hic gone to Tu-
rope for his health?” If he still so-
journs in Richmond, we opine that his
quarters must bs becoming decidedly
warm, and ere he issues another in2n-
gural, he will be compelled to ¢ flee the
wrath to come,” or quictly submit to
subjugation, and take gquarters in Fort
Lafayette, until we get time {o hang
him. Tt would be a pity to hang him,
too, for Barnum could malke a fortune
by exhibiting him through/ the coun-
try as the greatest natural curiosity
ever heard of, on this or any other
continent. We think he should Do
christened the Prince of Demons, and
then give Barnum a chance. No
doubt, Barnum is sighting around fox
a novelty of the, above stamp, -

Tiur GRADUAL ABOLITION OF SLAVE-
ry.—By the procecdings of Congress
on Tuesday, we notice that the propo-
gition of the President on the subject
of emancipation, was sustained in the
Ilouse by a vote of 88 yoas to 31 nays.
The following is the resolation :

Resolved, That the United States
sught to co-operate with any State
which may adopt gradual abolition of
slavery, giving t@ such State pecuniavy
aid to be used 'by such State in its dis-
cretion, to compensate for the incon-
veniences, public and private,predused
by such change of system.

First 1x Manassas.—Colonel David
Gregg's Penna. Cavalry Regiment was
the first in Manassas. Colonel G is a
nephew of Maj. D. MeMurtrie.
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MARRIED,

On Tuesday evening, Marveh 11,
1862, by Rev. G. W. Zabniser, Dr. Ep-
MUND SNARE and Miss ADDIE ZEIGLER,

all of this borough.

Cakx again—and a whole ene, and
splendiferous at that, but not unex-
pected,—as we know the Doctor and
Miss Addie have great faith in the
prayers of the printer. May thoir
honey-moon never cease—and. may
they be blessed to a good old age with
heajth and prosperity, and when they
are eatled to depart from this world,
may the doors of everlasting happiness
be theewwn wide open to receive them.

WAR NEWS.

IMPORTANT FROM FORTRESS
MONROE.

Further Deta_ils of the Baitle.
The Loss of Lifo Probably Heavy.

[Specinl Dospatch to Tho Press.]

Forrress Moxror, March 10.—Thoe
Minnesota was got safely off this morn-
ing, and now lies in the same position
which she ocenpied previous to the ad-
vent of the Merrimae. She docs not
appear to have heen very matervially
damaged; but I understand that she
will leave as soon as possible for ono
of the Northern stations for repairs.

The steamer Whitehall was struck
by a shell from the Yorktown, which
killed her assistant engineer, Andrew
Nesbitt, and two seamen, named Rob-
ert Waugh and Charles O'Connor.—
During the night she took five. A
shell from one of her guns fell in the
yard attached to the hotel here, and
exploded, the fragments flying into the
fort. She finally blew up with a ter-
rible explosion.

T'he steam tug Dragon reccived a
shot through her boiler. Three of her
men were slightly scalded.

The brig Rescuo came into collision
with the tug America, and sustained
somo damage to her machinery. The
Rescno wasin the action, but strangely
cnough, escaped without other damage
than that referred to, and it is said
was not onee hit.

I Lave just learned that six men
were killed and seventeen wounded on
board the Minnesota.

A rebel tug (name unknown) steam-
cd out from behind Sewell’s Point this
morning, but put back in the most
precipitale way.

The Monitor yesterday fifed sixty-
two balls at the Merrimae, all of which
190k cffect, althongh the cffect was not
immediately apparent.  1Iad the Mer-
rimac been twice as strongly construe-
ted, she could not have stood the tor-
rific broadsides of the Monitor for three
hours with fmpunity. The injurics
she has sustained will begin to tell
most effectually should she ever again
engago one of our vessels, 1 should
not be greatly surprised, however, to
hear that she had sunk before reach-
ing Norfoll.

One of the Monitor's balls entered
the Yorktown's boiler, which was
blown up. As the rebel steamer was
crowded with troops, the loss of life
must have been fearful.

Officlal Despatch from Captain Marston.

Wasninagron, March 10.—The fol-
lowing despatch from Capt. Marston
has been received :

Ustren States SteaMer Roavoxe, )

IEsxrrox Roaps, Murch 9, 1862, |

To Ion. GioroN WELLEs, Sccretary
of the Navy:

T have the the honor to inform you
that yesterday, at 1 o’clock, one of the
look-out vessels reported, by siznal,
that the enemy was coming out. I
immediately ordered the Miunesota to
get under way, and, as soon as the two
tugs appointed to tow this ship along-
sida, T &lipped our eable.

The Morrimac wag sooon discovercd
pussing out by Sewell’s Puint, standing
up toward Newport News,accompanied
by several simall gunboats. Erery ex-
ertion was made by us to get all the
speed on the Roanoke that the two tugs
were capable®f giving her, but in con-
sequenge of our bad steerage we did

not get ahead as rapidly as we desired

to do.

The Merrimace went up and immedi-
ately attacked the Congress and Cam-
berland, but pavticularly the lattership,
which was bLid from us by the land.
When about seven or cight miles from
Fortress Monroe,the Minnesota ground-
ed. We continued to stand on, and
when we came in sight of the Cuam-
beriand we saw that she had earcened
over, apparently full of water. The
enemy, who had been joined by two
or threc steamers from James river,
now devoted themsclves exclusively
to the Clongress, but she being aground,
could bring butfive guns tobear on
them, and, at ten minutes before four
o'clock, wo had the mortification of
sceing her haul down her flag.

I continued to stand on till we found
ourselves in 3} fathoms of water and
were on the ground astern. Finding
that we could go no farther, T ordered
ouc of onr tugs to tow us round, and
as soon as Roanoke’s head was pointed
down the bay and I found sho wasafloat
again, T dirceted the tugs to go to the
assistance of the Minnesota, under the
hope that with the two others which
had accompanied her, they would be
able to get her offi  But up to the time
I now write they have not succeeded
in doing so.

At 5 o'clock the frigate St. Tawrence,
in tow of the Cambridge, passed us,
and not long after she also grounded;
but by the aid of the Cambridge she
has got afloat again, and, being unable
to render any assistance to the Min-
nesota, eame down the harbor,

In passing the batteries at Sewell’s
Point, both going and returning, the
rebels opened their fire on us, which
was returned from our pivot guns; but
the range was too great for these, while
the enemy's shot fell far beyond us—
One shot went through our foresail,
eutring away two of our shrouds, and
aeveral shells burst over and near the
ship, seattering their fragments on tho
deck.

Botween 7 and 8 o'clock we discov-
cred the rebels had set fire to the Con-
gress, and she continued to hurn until
one o'clock, when she blew up. This
was a melancholy satisfaction to me,
for as she had fallen into the hands of
the enemy, it wvas far better to have
her destroyed than that sbe should be
employed agninstus at somefutureday.

1t was the impression of some of my
oflicers that tho rebels hoisted the
French flag. 1 heard that the Monitor
had arrived, and goon after Lieutenant
Commanding Worden came on board
and I immediately ordered him to go
up to the Minnesota, hoping that she
would be able to keep oft an attack on
the Minnesota till we had got her afloat
again,

This morning the Merrimac renewed
the atiaclk on the Minncsota, but she
found, no doubt greatly to hevsurprise,
a now oppanent in the Monjtqr. - The
contest has been going on during the
most of the day between Lhicso two ar-
mored vessels, and mest_ beautifully
has the little Monitor sustained herself,
showing herself capablg of great endu-

rancs

I-have not received any official ac-

damage, by fire, to the tressel work on
counts of tho Joss of the Congress and

the other side of the river, but I am

Cumberland, but, no doubt, shall have | not yet informed of its extent. Seve-
them soon, when they will bo trans-|ral locomotives, baggage, tonders,

mitted to you.

I should do injustice to the Military
Department, did I rotinform you that !
cvery assistance was freely tenderved |
to us.  They sent five of their tugs to |
the relief of the Minnesota, and offered
all the aid at their power. T would
also Leg leave to say that Clapt. Poor,
of the Ordnauee Department, kindly
volunteered to do duty temporarily
aboard thisship, and from whom Lhave
received muceh assistance.

Your obedient servant,
Jonx Mansrox,
Captain and Senjor Officer.

freight cars, and some other property,
hesides that found in the steamer Dar-
lington, have been recovered. The
whole number of guns discovered, up
to this thne, is 13, embracing heavy
82-pounders, 8 inch guns, and one 80
and one 120-pounder rifled guns.

The towns of St. Mary’s and Fer-
nanding are wninjured. I visited the
town, Fort Clineh, and tho carthworks
on the sea face of the istand. Tt isim-
possible to look at these preparations
for a vigorous defence without being
surprised that they should have been
voluntarily deserted. The Datterfeson
the north and nertheast shores are as
complete as art could malie them.  Six
are well concealed and protected by
ranges of sand hills in frout of them,
and contain perfoct shelter for the men,
and are small and thoroughly covered
by the natural growth and the variod
contours of the land that to strike them
from the water would be the mere re-
sult of chance.

A battery of six guns, thoughlarger,
and affording, therefore, a better mark,
is equally well sheltered and masked.
Theso batteries, and the heavy guns
mounted on Fort Clinch, eommand all
the turnings of the main ship channel,
and ralce an approaching enemy. Be-
side them theve was another battery
of four gung on the south end of Cum-
berland Island, the fire of which would
cross the channel inside of tho bar.

The difficulties arising from the in-
direetness of the channel and from tho
shoalness of the bar would have added
to the defencos by keeping the ap-
proaching vessels a long time exposed
to fire under great disadvantage. And
when the ships of an enemy had pass-
cd all these defences, they wounld have
had to encounter a well-constructed
and naturally-masked battery at the
town which commands the access to
the inner anchorage.

Wo ave told that General Tice pro-
nounced the place perfectly defensible.
Wo are not surprised at this, if true,
We captured Port Royal, but Fernan-
ding and Fort Clinch have been given
to us.

We badin the expedition Mr. W. IT.
Dennis, an assistant in the const sur-
vey, who possessed an aceurate knowl-
edge of a part of the ground we jass-
ed over, of which indeed, he had made
the topographical map, under the di-
rectionof thesuperintendont.  Ile was
zealous and active, and it gives me
pleasure to mention him.

The Empire City, on board of which
was General Wright, grounded on the
bar.  As soon as he arrived in another
steamer immediate steps were taken
to transfer to him the forts and all au-
thority and possession on the fand, I
desire here to speak of the harmonious
counselsand cordial co-operation which
wmarked throughout my intereourse
with -this able oflicer.
action have been matured by mutnal
consultation, and have heen earried
into execution by mutual help.

I take great pleasure in reminding
the Department that the principal and
ultimate cffect of the naval expedition
Ihave the honor to command was, in
its first concession, to take and koep
under control the whole line of the seu-
coast of Georgin, “knowing,” to use
the language of the original paper,
“ that the naval power that controls
the sea coast of Georgin, coutrols the
State of Georgin.”

The report that the fortifications at
St. Simons, armed with-heavy Colum-
biads had been abandoned, which fiest
reached me at Port Royal. is confirmed.
This being the case, the entire sea
coast, of Georgiais now cither actualiy
in my possession or under my control
and thus the views of the Government
have been accomplished.

Very respectfully, your obedient ser-
vant, i 8. F. DuroxT,

Commanding South Atlantic Block-
ading Squadron.

To Tlon. GipeaNy WELLES, Seerctary of
the Navy, Washington,

FROM CENTREVILLE.

MORE CHEERING NEWS,

OUR TROOPS OCCUPY MAN-
ASSAS.-

The Rebelg
e eeR

Occupation: of Fernandina and
* Amelia Islands.

Town of 8t. Mary’s in Our Possession,
THE OFFICIAL REPORT.

WasnrxaroN, March 10.—~Captain
Davig, late flect captain of the South
Atlantic squadron, arvived here to-
night, bringing an oflicial despateh
from Commodore Dupont, of which
the following is a copy:

Fraa Surr Monrcax,
Iareor or Frexanping, Mar. 4, 1862,

Sm: I had the honor to inform you
in my last despatch that the expedi-
tion for Fermandina was cquipped and
waiting only for suitalle weather to
sail from Port Royal. I have now the
pleasure to_inform you that I am in
full possession 6f Cumberland Sound,
and the Island of Fernandina and
Amelia Island, and of the river and
town of St. Mary’s.

I sailed from Port Royal on the last
day of [February, in the Wabash, and
on the 2d inst., entered Cumberland
Sound by St. Aundrew’s Inlet, in the
Mohiean, Commander S. W. Godon,.on
board of which ship T hiave hoisted my
flage,

The fleet eomprised the following
vassels, sailing in the order in which
they are named :

The Ottowa, Mohjcan, (accompanied
by the Ellen.) Seminole, Pawneo, Po-
ealiontas, Flag, Flovida, James Adger,
Bienville, Alabama, Keystone State,
Seneca, Huron, Pembina, Isaae Smith,
Penguin, Potomska, the armed cutter
Ienricttn, the armed transport Mc.
Clellan, (the latter having on board
the battalion of marines under the
command of Major Reynolds,) and the
transports Empire City, Marion, Star
of the South,Belvidere, Boston,Georges’
Creels, containing a brigade under the
command of Biig. tien, Wright.

We came to anchor in Cumberland
Sound at half past ten on the morning
of the 2d, to make an examination ot
the channel and wait for the tide.—
ITere I learned from z contraband,
who had been picked up at sca by
Commander - Tanier, and from the
ncighboring residents on Cumberland
Island, that the rebels had abandoned
in haste the whole of the defunees of
Fernaundina, and were cven at that
momentretreating from Amelia Island,
carrying with them such of their mu-
nitions ax their precipitate flight would
allow,

The objeet of carvying the whole
ficet through Cumberland Sound was
to turn the heavy works on the south
end of Cumberland and the north end
of Amelia Islands, but on receiving
this futelligence I detachied the gun-
boats and armed steamers, of light
draught, from the mainland, and, pla-
cing them under the command of Com.-
mander P. Drayton, of the steam-sloop
Pawnee, ordered him to push through
the sonnd with the ntmost speed, to
save the public and private property
from threatened destruction, to pro-
vent the poisoning of the wells, and
to put a stop to all those outrages, by
the perpetration of which the leaders
of this nefurious war hope to deceive
and exasperate the Southern people.

In the meantime, I wont out of the
Sound, and came by sca to the main
entrance of this harbor. In conse-
quence of the bad weather, I was un-
able to cross the bar till this morning.

Commander Draylon accompanied
by Commander C. R. P. Redgers, with
the armed launches and cutters, and
the small armed companies from the
Wabash, had arrvived several hours be-
fore me. Immediately on his entering
the harbor, Commander Drayton sent
Ticut. White, of the Ottawa, to hoist
the flag on Fort Clinch, the first of the
National forts on which the ensign of
viie Union hias resuned its proper place
since the first proclamation of the Pres-
ident of the United States was issued.

Afew scattering musket shiots were
fired from the town by the flying ene-
my, when it was discovered that a
railvoad train was about to starti—
Commander Drayton, on board the
Ottawa, Licut. Commanding Steveuns,
chased this train for two miles, and
fired soveral shells at it, aiming at the
locomotive, some of which took effect.
It was reported that the on. David
Yulee, late a Senator of the Wnited
States, from the State of Flovida, es-
caped from this train and took to.the
bush. .

Commander.C. R. P, Rodgers, push-
ing ahend with the launches, captured
the rebol steamer Darlington, contain-
ing artillery stores, army wagons, for-
age, mules, &e., and fortunately sc-
cured the drawbridge, which was held
during the night by tho second launch
of the Wabash. There were passen-
gers, including women and children,
aboard the Darlington, and yet the
brutal captain suffered her to be fired
upon, and refused to hoist tho white
flag, notwithstanding the entreatics of
the women. No one was injured. T
send the captain of the stcamer home
a prisoner. Ilis name is Jacob Brock.
e is a native of Vermont, but has
been a resident of Florida forr swenty-
three years.

The same night Commander C. P.
Rodgers aseended the St. Mary’s with
the Ottawa aud took possession of tho
town, driving out a picket of the cne-
my’s cavaley. Barly in the morning,
the town of Fernandina was also occu-
pied by a party of scamen gnd marines
from Commander Drayton’s command.
In both places most of the inhabitants
had fled; by order, it is said, of the reb-
el authoritios,

A company of scamen and marines
under Lieut. Miller, was s¢nt from the
Mohican to hold Fext Clinch.

It is reported to me by Lieut, Com-
manding Downes, of the Iluron, that
the whole stpuecturo of the railroad on
the Fernandina side, including the
swinging drgwbridge, is quite unin-

Jin Full Retreat on -
ichmond.

OUR TROOPS IN CLOSE PURSUIT.

Tho News of the Evacuation of Manassas

{Sprelul Despatches to the Tress.] '
Wasuixaroy, March 11.—3'he news
of the eceupation of the famed Manas-
sas Junction reached tho city at an
early hour this morning, by an official
telegram, which set at rest the idle ru-
movs of a fight, retreat, cte. The in-
telligence which has been coming in,
ever since Saturday, from contrabands
and refugees, has all centered to the
fact that the rebels wers falling back
from Centroville, with the intention of
not only abandoning theii works there,
but ot AManassas, & few miles in the
rear. The evacuation of the battevies
on the lower Potomae, and the with-
drawal from Lposbarg, all tended to
the confirmation of these stories, which
were fully vealized .at a lago hour last
night, by the advance of our forees
from Centreville, towards Manassas,
which they entered early this morn.
ing. The forlorn hopo of the rebols
was scen stragaling over tho hills, but
a short distance beyond the road to
Strasburg, as our cavalry ontered the
deserted entronchments, It was evi-
dent that no inconsiderable panic bad
seized the rebels,for their works scemed
to be as hastily abandoned as on the
lower Potomac. The robgl flag was
fiying at Fairfax Cours Ioyse and
Centreville, and was allowed to remain
up, but with the glorious flag of the
Union waving proudly over it in tho
clear ‘light of” this balmy movrning.—
Some of the rebet pickets that were
not quick enough to follow their panie-
striclcen companions, were captured,
and reuched the cily to-day, s most
dejected, worn-ont looking set.  They
were dressed in o white woolen uni-
form, made from negro cloth, but the
hardships of ihe service had rendered
it of many coloys. In other respocts,
the soldiers seemed far inferior fo ours,
and displyyedan ignorance and stupid-
ity rarely seen dn {he human face.—
Thdy weie pldced in confinement.  On
their march up Pennsylvania avenuc,
they wews Llic objects of great curiosi-
ty, hundreds rushing on the streets 4o

jured. The acbels have done gome!igot'n sight of them.
- - -

OeNTREVILLE, Va., March 11,

T arrived this forenoon in the former
strongheld of the rebel troops, but, as
I anticipated, found the place complete-
Iy evacuated, and presenting a scene
of gloom and desolation rarely wit-
nessed.  Though it is evident that the
rebels have been sending regiments
away within the last week, the general
cvacuation did not commence until
Saturday last, and continued until Sun-
day night.

On Sunday, during the latter part of
the movement, it scems that a terrible
panic scized the rebels, they leaving in
great haste, burning everything that
they could not move away, besides de-
stroying locomotives, and immense
(uantities of provisions, tents, ammu-
nition, &e. Most of their cannon were
removed, though a fow inferior ones
were spiked and left in the fortifiea-
tions here, which were formidable, the
rebels placing batteries over the bills,

in the rear of Centreville, for a long,

distance, while others followed them in
regular lines, so that, it our force drove
them out of one enlrenchment, the
vebels could easily fall back within an-
other. The fortifications at Manassas,
somo four miles from this place, are
reported to be the same as those con-
structed prior to the battle of Bulil
Run,but likewise greatly strengthened.
Numbers of refugees and contra-
bands came into this place, and during
yesterday some rebel pickets that were
not quicle enough in getting oft wero
captured. Their statements differ as
to the number of rebel troops that wore
here, but from the best information I
could gather T think they "numbered
one hundred thousand men, including
those on the upper and lower Poto-
mae.  These latter cvacuated their
posts on Saturday, leaving their gims,
cte., in our possession, and immediate-
1y started for Richmond via Fredervicks-
burg. It is evident thag tho main por-
tion of the rebel army managed to
leave in cars, the rear falling back on
Culpepper Conrt ITouse or Gordonsville
on foot. . .
Maxassas, 7 P M. —There is little
or nothing of interest here, the grand
anil formidable position ‘of the rebel
army having been at Centreville. Our
cavalry passed over the Bull Run bat-
tle-ground during last night, and ere
dawn this morning raisedt the stars and
stripes over the famine looking place.
The same piéture of a hasty retreat
and destruction of property is exhibi-
ted here.  The country from Washing-
ton for thirty miles back is one vast
scene of desolation and woegand it will
take a Jong time to repaiv the damage
done 1o tlie sarrounding country by
the ruthless hiandy of the rebels. AL
The Scene at Malxassaa---Dpéterction of
e Propoarty. :
[Cnxﬁrmpon}!‘cn"c\‘ of the Assaciated Pross ) -
Cextrevinne, March. 11.—Tpon a
closer-examination, it was discovered
that dlic rebels, beforp evacuating their

| much-boasted strongliold, had et Are
Our plans of| = e JIY

to such ol their commissary stores as
they could not conveniently carry off.
‘The place presented a seene of the ut-
most desolation—u mass of blackgnod
ruins. - oo

The rebels also Diew up the bridges
along-the line'of the Orange and Alex-
andria Railroad for some miles below
Manassas.  Such of the locomotives
which were out of ropair® vére' alsp
destroyed, it is supposed by blowing
up, and the vicinity of the dopot i3
covered with fragments of_machinery
belonging to the destroyed “I6como-
tives, . )

It i3 said that the rebels left Centre-
ville on Bunday morning,

Large numbers of contrabands have
reached our lines (which now extond
beyond Manassag Junction), awdlare
still coming in by droves. o

On our way from Centreville. yes-
terday morning. we passed at leastone
handred who were making their way
to Washington.

Some of the refugoos claim to have
come a distanee of tweitty miles west
of Manassas. Thoy all agree in say-
ing that the rebels loft the latter place
in great preeipitation, and that the
destriction of their commisiry stoves
was commenced at an early hour on
Sunday.

The contrabands ftate that a portion
of the foreo which left Manassug passed
northwardly. This is considered im-
probable; but if they ‘did, it was fob
the purpose of reinforcing Jackson'at
Winchester. ° ! ‘ e

They also state that all the bridges
along the route by which they came
had been blown up by the rebels in
their retreat, and that the greater por-
tion of the teack isialso torn np.

The carthworks at Centreville had
been greatly misreprosented. They
were not of the formidabie character
supposed. The enemy, before dvacn-
ating, had somewhat injured them by
brealing the embrasures and case-
ments, . '

The same is probably the casc.at
Manassas, the “rtifieations of which,
however, have not yet been fully ex-
amired. .

Our troops, on arriving at Fairfax
Court IIouse, found not more than a
dozen families remaining there. The
soldiers rushed into the court house
aud brought away some of the records,
but, on this being .discovered, the offi-
cers diveeted their return, :

When,our trgops learned that Manas-.
sas had -boen .evaentited, ‘their spivits
suddenly became depressed, as thay
had anticipated a spirited conflict with
the cnemy. - ’

Most of the econtrabands aboxo al-
lnded to were cheerful and happy in
their liberty, and remarkably copmu-
nicative to the extent of their limited
knowledge. fo

Abont a mile and g half hefore reach-
ing Contreville, a’ number of graves
were discovered, principally of the Al-
abama troops; the graves were mark-
¢d with head aad fool boards, on which
the names of the deceased were in-
seribed. A guard was placed near
them, as if to shicld them {rom muti-
Iation, although it was not (o be sup-
posed such an act could be committed.
Manassas Hvacuated Two Weeks Azo.

Wasnixaron, March 11-—When,
some time since, it was stated in this
(the Associated Press) correspondonte,
that the rebels were falling back from’
Manassas, the assertion was industri-
ously contradicted; but there is now’
satisfictory evidenee that the main
body of the rebels Jeft their 'lines at
that place nearty tico 1eckd ago.

The roads én Virginia, in some pla-
ces, are tolorably good and improving.

The whereabouts of the rebels, who
reireated fiom Manassas, is a subject
of carfegy ‘Sheculution. !

FROM ARKANSAS,
THE BATTLE OF PEA RIDGE,

Curtis’ Brilliant Victory Quer the Com-
bined Rebel Forces of Price, MeCuls

loch and Tun Dorn~—Full Details of
the Battle—Full of the Rebel General
MeCulloch.—~Gallant Condiict of Gen-
eral Sigel—The Rebel Army Entirely
Routed—The Uniok’ Loss  Heavy.~—
The Muin Body of the Rebels Retire
to Boston Mountain.—General Sigel
in Pursujt.” P

THE OFFICIAL REPORT.

Sr. Louis, Mareh 11.—The following
is the official report from Gen. Curtis,
of the battlo of T’ea Ridge, in the moun-
tains of Arkansgs:. ™~ ., | ..

HeApd'is,"ARMY oF SoUTIwEST,”

. Pes Roew, Avk, March 9. }

GENERAL :—On Thirsday tho Gth
inst., the enemy commenced an attack
on my right, assailing and following
the rear guard of detachments_under
Gen. Sigel to my main lines ou'Sugar
Creck Hollow, but ceased firing when
he met my reinforcements about four
o'cloek, . M. During the night, I bo-
camo convineed that he had moved on
so'as to attack my right or rear—
Thercfore carly on the 9th I ordered
a thange of the front on my right,
which thus becoming, my left still rest-
et “on Bugar Creck Hollow; this
brought my line peross Pea Ridge with
my newitight résting on the liead of
Cross Timber Ilolow, which is the
head of Big Sugar-Creck.

I also ordered an advanee of caval-
ry and light aitillery under Col. Oster-
hans, with orders to attack and brealk
whatever hie supposed would be the re-
inforced line of the enemy. ‘This
movement was in progress when the
enemy, at 11 A. M, commenced the at-
tack on my righit. = - -+ Co

The fight continued warmly at these
points during tho day, thie enemy hav-
ing gained the point held in command
by Col. Carr, at Cross Timber hollow,
but was catively repulsed with the full
of the rebel commander McCulloeh in
‘the centre, by the forces under Golonel
Jeff. C. Davis, of Missouri, -

The plan of the attack on the centre
was gallantly carried forward by. Col.
Osterhans, who wak imniediately sus-
tained and superseded by Col. * Daviy'
entire division, supported also by Gen.
Sigel's command, which had remained
till near the close of the day on the
left. Colonel Car’s division held the
right umder a galling and continnous
tive all day. )

In the evening, the firing having
cntirely ceased 1n tho centre and the
right, being now on ‘the left, I now
reinforced the right by a portion of
2nd division, under Gen. Asboth.  Be-
fore theday closed L was convinced
that the enemy had concentrated his
main foreson. the right, 4hercfore,- k
commenced another change ot front
forward, soas to Tace on-tht cnemy
where he had deployed on my right
flank in strong position. The change
had been partially eifected, but was
fully in progress when, at sunrise, on
the 8th, my right and centre renewed
the firing, which way immediately an-
swered by thie enemy with renewed
cuergy along the wholo extont of bis
no. : A
My left, under Gen. Sigel, moved
close to the hills occupied by the ene-
my, driving him from the heights, and
advancing steadily towards the hol-
low<. I immediately ordered the con-
tre and right wings forward, The
i right wing turning the loft of the enc-
; my and erossfiring in his eentre. Tho
fiual position placed the enemy in the
arc of » circle. A chargeof infantry,
oxtending throughout the whole line,
completely routed the entire rebel foreo,
whieh retired in complete confusion,
but. rather sufely, through the decp,
impidssable detiles of cross -timbérs:
Our loss is heavy, and thatiof the ene-
my can never bo ascértained, for tha
dead are scattered over o lavge field,
Their wounded, too, may many “of
them perish,

The foc is scattered in.all directious,
but I think his main foree bas veturn.
ed to Boston mountains,  Gen. Sigel
follows the enemy to Keitsvillo, whilo
my cavalry is pursuing him toward the
mountains, scouring the country, bring-
ing in prisoners, and trying to find the
vebel Maj. Gen. " Van Dorn, who had
command -of the entiro force of the
enemy at the battle of Pea Ridge. I
have not as yet statements of thedead,
and wounded, 0 as to justify arveport,
but will refer you to a despatels which
I will forward very soon.

The officers and soldiers under my
command have displayed such uiusual
gallantry that T hardly dave tomake a
distinction, I mast, ‘however, nama

Sigel, who gallantly led the right and
drove bael the left wing of thg enemy
and Gen. Ashboth;who was: wounded
in the arm in his gallant offort to rein:
force the right; Colonel and acting
Brig. Gen. Davis, who commanded the
centro when MeCulloch . fell “on the
seventh, and passed forward the'contre
ou the cighth; Colonel and acting Brig-
adier General Carr, who is also wonnd-
cd in the arm and - was undér the con-
tinwous fire of the énemy during tho
two hardest days of the struggle: Il
nois,-Indiana, lowa, Obio and Missouri
may proudly sharé”the honor of the
victory which their gallant herges won
over the conibined forees of Van Dorn,
Price and McCulloch at Pea Ridge, in
the mountains of Arkansas.

I have the honor to be, General, your
servant, RN .
(Signed)  SamyrL R. CoRTIs,

Brigadier General.

Rebel Account of the Great Naval
- Fight. ~ -~ )

Barrstons,March12.—The Old Point
boat has arrived. I learn from Liegt.
Ilayward, who was ‘a passenger, that
a copy of the Norfolk'Day Kook had
been received, giving a highly colored
account of the fight on Saturday. It
pays agreat compliment to the bra.
very of the crew of the Cumberland,
and admits that some of tbe shot from
that vessel entered the Merrimao, snd
one shell killed seventeon men, and
wounded Captain Buchanan, who sub-
sequently died.

Tho Monitor is admitted to be for-
midable, - CrlTr b

The papor says he appeared like a
big black Yankee cheosobox on a raft.

Tho Merrimae on Sunday was under
the cominand of the traifor Thidmas
A Catesly Johes. ’ T
The account given is mainly con-

the commanders of the divisions, Gen. |
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