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ROCK ME TO SLERP.

Thore {sa sentiment in the following Nnes whieh will
Tind an cche in every breast against \\l|i$l| the s}orms of
Tife Lias Leaten,  Many a muam, scarred in tho warfare of
1§k, will feu! his eyes molsten in reealling the potency of
amother’s love :

Rackwnard, turn backward, oh, Tiine in your fight,

Make mo a child again, just fur to-night!

JMother come Dack from the echoless sliore,

‘Take me again to your hemt asof yore—

Kiss from my forchead the furrows of care,

Smooth the few silver threads out of my hair,

O'er my stunibers your loving watch keep—

#lock me to sleep, mother—rock mo to sleep!

Backward, flow backward, oh, tide of tho years!
T am =0 weary of toil and of tears—

Toil withiout recompense—tears all in vajin—
Take them and give mo my childhood agalu!

1 have grown weary of dust aud decay,

Weary of flinging my soul-wealth away—

Of sowIng for otliers to reap;—

Jtock mie to sleep, mother—rock me to sleep!

Tired of the hollow, the base, the antrys,
Aother, oh mother, my heart calls for you!

. Mauy a summer the grass Las grown green,
Blossomsed and faded—our fuces between—
You with strong yearning and passionate pain,
Long I to-niguit fur your presence ngain ;

Come from the silence so long and so deep—
Ttock mo to sleep, mother—iock mo to sleep!

Overmy heart in the days that ave flown

No love Jike motherlove ever haashown—

No other worship abides and endures,
Faithful, uuselfish and paticut like yonura—
Nonelike n mother can chaim away pain,
From the sick soul and woi ld weary bratn §
Stmmbier'’s soft calo oer my heavy lids ercep—
Rock me to sleep, mother—iock me to sleep!

Come, let your brown Lair, just lighted with gold,
Fall on my shoulder agnin as of olit—

Let it drop over my forchead to-night,

Shading my faint eycg away from the light.

For with its sunny ¢dgo shadows once more,
Ifaply will inger the vicjons of yore,

Tovingly, softly, its bright Lillons sweep—
.Lieck we to sleep, mother—rock me to steep !

AMother, dear motherl the years have been long
Siuce I last Hitened to your Inllaby sony,

Sing then, and unto iy soul it shall scem
Womaznlpod's tears hnve been only a dreams
Cla~ped to your heart in loving embrace,

With your light lashes just snecping my face;
Never hereafter towake or to weep,

Itock me to steep, mothier—rock me to sleep!

- A TALE OF COLT'S PISTOLS.

Tt is well known to all in any degree
familiar with the history of Mexico
that a regular system of highway rob-
bery exists in every section of that
miserably governed country ; and that
through & want of interference of the
authorities, this bas grown up ianto
such a recular amidablo-r s
“Tfhar every traveler must be propared
to put his life at hazard at every stage,
or be provided with o suitable contri-
bution for los cuballeros dul carmine (the
knights of the road,) who will make
their levy witlya politeness only equal-
led by the smiling landlovd when lo
receives your over charged fare for
vour last night's entertainment. Why
such systematie boldness of robbery is
allowed—if not with the connivauce,
at least with rarvely any interference
of the Government or State authori-
ties—is one of those mystical matiers
which among many others so puzzles
and perplexes the intelligent foreign-
ets; but that such i5 the disagreeable
truth every traveller through the
wretched country can bear ample tes-
timony-.

Some jears ago, having busincss
which first called me to the capital of
Mexico; and thence through the inte-
rior of the country to the northward, I
met with several thrilling adventures,
which T have recorded for the benefit
of whomsoever may take an inlerest
therein, omitting only the dates, they
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of resistance.  Tor myself, [ must con-
sider it the most cowardly of proeceed-
ings for any respectable party to set
out prepaved to quietly gratify the cu-
pidity of the ladrones, and unprepared
to treat them to their just ‘deserts.”

“ Byery traveler, Senor,” slic replied,
¢ ghould, before setiing out, count the
cost of his journey, and as, of course,
it is natural he should ‘value his life
highly, it seems to be natural that ho
should pay a certain sum for positive
safety rather than put that life in jeop-
ardy. For instance, in traveling from
Vera Cruz to Mexieo, if he will reckon
that so much is ‘the fare by the dili-
gencin, and that so much will be re-
quired for cntertainment on the way,
and o0 much for the contingency you
epea’c of, he will then have the exact
cost hrtween the two points, and if he
will look at the whole as the sum {otal
of his journey, he will not seem to be
robbed by any one party more than
another.”

“That,” I replied, “may be, I be-
lieve is, the Mexican modo of doing
business, but does not tally with the
preconeeived ideas of us foreigners.”

“But cvery one,” replied the fair
speaker, ¢ should conform to the cus-
toms of (hé country he visits.”

« And do you then go, prepaved for
this highway rc,)bbery‘f’ and have you
no fearin thus journeying by yourself?”

“Well, Scnor, what ean I do? I
am as you perceive, an unprotected
lady, who, for certain reasons, am re-
quited to make the jéurney between
Perote and the Capital some twiee or
thrice » year, and you certainly could
not expect me Lo go prepared o resist
an armed band? As to fear, I will not
deny I have my share of that, but so
far I have nevor met with any rough
treatment, and of comrse I' irust to the
saints that my fortune will ever be
propitious.”’

“And you have really been robbed
on your journey back and forth?” I
inguived.

“I think I have paid my shave to
tho ladrones formy transit through this
country !’ she laughed.

“ And you expoct to continue a rep-
ctition of the stume for the rest of your
life 77

“Who knows?” she replied. At
least, I hope to be always prepared.”

“And your fellow travellors,” said
I, “have you never seen any disposi-
tion 1o resist these unlawful acts ¥’

“ Onee, Senor, an—Amorican W aTr
Englishman, who were in the same
ruttrgeetrWith me, fived upen the rob- |
bers, killing one and wounding two."

“ And did the robbers fire baclk ?”

“ Yes, but fled immediately, and for-
tunately injured none of our party.”

“ As I should have expeeted,” re-
turned I “ You were not robbed on
that oceasion, T suppose.

£ We wero uot, Senor; bui the Fiyo
forcigners subsequently paid  dearly’
for their resistance, for in jor neying
hack both weve killed, separate and at
different times, near the same spot—
You scc those crosses by the side of
ihe road, Senor 1

“ I have observed them frequently,
but here they seem. 1o be much more
numerous,” L replied, looking forth
{rom tho vehicle.

“Bach stands on the spot where
some onc has met a violent death,” she
rejoined ; fand as we go along, I will
call your attention to those which
niark the places where the forcigners
met theirs. .

“ Do you know,” said T “that T am
resolved to emulate their example, lot
the consequences be what they may

“ Holy saints defend ug,” she ex-

being nonessential to the intorests of
the narrations themselves.

The first of the serics occmred on
the route between Yera Cruz and the
City of Mexico. In the regular dili-
gencia running between the places just
mentioned I had taken passage, and
passed through thae beautiful City of
Jalapa, and entered the gloomy town
of Perote, without meeting with any
unusual incident, though being contin-
ually warned to beon my guard against
the dangers of the rond,. AtPorote,
where we halted for relay and refiesh-
ments, afl my fellow passengers took
leave of me, very solemnly assuring
me that, if assailed by the ladrones, or
robbers, it would be much better for
me to take matters quietly, and suffer
mysclf to be genteclly plundered, than
to run the risk of having my throat
eut for resistance, as I had sumewhat
boldly proclaimed it was my intention
of doing. T thanked them for their
advieo, and replied that I would take
the matter into serious consideration.

At Perote, T repeat, all who had
been my companions from Vera Cruz
took leave of me, this being the end of
their journey in that direction, but
there was one new passenger here to
o forward, whom, to my agrecable
surprise, I found to be a- beautiful
young lady, some twenly years of age.

Senorita Paula, as T subsequently as-
certained her name to be, was indeed
one of those rare beauties seldom met
with except in works of fiction—tall,
graceful, with a profusion of loug,
black hair, soft, clear, melting dark
eyes, features as perfect as ever came
from the hands of the scalptor, and
with an animation the most fascina-
ting, varying in expression with every
changing mood of the intelleetual pos-
sessor. A glance at her bewitching
eyes showed me that she wagone who
was naturally of o social disposition ;
and as we rattled away from the
sloomy town, I took the liberty of
opening the conversatien.

“They teil me,” eaid 17 ¢that the
route between hiere and Mexico i$ a
very dangerous one to travel”

«Phere is little to fear,” she replied,
with a sweet smile and a melodions
tone, ©oxcept from the professional
robbers, and they seldom harm any
one who makes no resistance.”

¢ It seetas strange to me,” I rejoined,
 that .you Mexicans should take such
a4 thing as a matlter of course; and
deem resistance a very impolite way
of treating the knights of the voad, in-
sted of holdly awerting your rights,

claimed, © you are not in earnest, Se-
nor

“Serionsly so, I assure yon.”

“You would only bring certain
death upon us both” '

“Say rather, I should lighten the
oxpenses of the journey—for your
knights of the road understand how
to retreat as well as advance—and you
yourself havo acknowledged that firm
resistance put them {o flight for once.”

# But there were numbers opposed
to them Senor, and you are only one.”

“ But fortunayely I have a couple of
revolvers, which, in two good hands,
amount to some ten or dozen shots
and my {riends have repeatedly tol
me I am not a very bad marksman

“ Ah! Santa Maria! you will- think
better of this, Soi@ee ilie vory iden of
resistance te;-viﬁeshf’ '

“ But not the idea of robbery

“Beenuse T neyfr met with violence.”

Wo continugfl to converse in a sim-
ilar strain for®ome time longer—my
fair companion gradually changing
the subject, and seemed much interest-
ed in myself. I learned that her fam-
ily name was Valverds, that she was
unmmarried, that her father and broth-
er were officers in the-army, and so
forth, and so on; and in return T gave
her my own name, stated something
of my own history, bisiness dnd pros-
pects, and altogethor heecame more
comamunicative thuan I would advise
any friend to be with any stranger of
cither sex in a strange country.

As we continued on our journey the
convorsation gradually changing from
one thing to another, Senorita Paula
suddenly brought it back to the point
where it first opened.

“Wo are coming to o dangerous
part of the rond,” she said, * are you
still resolved to defend yourself if as-
sailed ‘

“ With your permission, Senorita.”

“ I don’t think it advisable,” she re-
plied, © but still if snch is your inten-
tion, I thinle it no more than right
that you should give me a chance to
take part in my defencee, since my risk

“And have you really the perve, af-
terall, to defend yourself ” I’%“?quircd.

«If'1 had the means, Sgnor.”

¢ Thave two pistols,” raief I; “if you
will aceept one of them it isat your
service.”

“You are very kind,” Senor;” but
can I five it 7”

“ With case, Scnovita;” and firodu-
cing one of my revolvers I explained

amd abating the evil by o manly spirit

to her the manner in which it w@o

he used .

of danger will be as great as yours.” |

“And this, you say, will shoot some
half a dozen times 27 i

“T think it is safe to caleulate that
five charges out of six will- explode,
Senorita.”

“ A very formidable weapon,indeed
she replied, “and with such X can al-
most thney wo are safe. Youn have
another, you siy, like this?”

I produced it. C

“What a beautiful invention!” she
obscrved, reaching over and taking it
from my hand. Then extending her
Lands, one of the revovers in cach,
she continued :—

“ Armed like this, one might almost
count himsolf against a host. You
say this is fired in this manner?” she
proceeded, eocking one of the weapons,
as she spoke, and pointing it towards
the road. .

“Ilave a eare, Senorita, or you will
discharge it.”

The words were scarcely utlered,
when her finger pressed the irigger,
amd one of the charges exploded with
a sharp report. A minute after, and
while I was gently chiding her, we
heard a loud quick tramp of horses,
and several sharp, rapid exclamations.
The next monient our conveyance was
stopped suddenly, and we saw our-
sclves surrounded by some cight or ten
mounted men, one of whom, in a loud
voice exelaimed :—

“Yield prisoners or die.”

“ Quick, Scnorita,” said I extending
my hand ; © quick, o ITeaven’s nameo!
give me one of those weapons ! {for now
is our time for decisive action ?”

“Nay,” she replied, putiing the
weapons behind her, “You will be too
hasty. Let them suppose we yield—
let them open the door ” .

%“Oh, no!it will then be too late.”

As I spoke the door was suddenly
thrown open and three or four swar-
thy, heavily-bearded men presented
themselves to my view.

“ Quick, Senorita, for the love of
God ?” T eried, grasping at her arm.

“ Iold,” sho exclaimed, instantly
presenting onc of my own revolvers to
my head, ¢ Resistance is useless—yon
are our prisoner.”

“Good God!” T exclaimed perfectly
astounded ; ¢ our prisoner, did yousay ?
It is not possible that one so fhir and
lovely as yowrself is in any mannor
connected with these banditti ?”

“ It is even so, Senor,” she replied,
with one ofher most bewitching smiles,
=tilllzaoping one of my own weapons
turncd against myséﬁ,“%m“si{:nr‘zfﬁem*t_
ly pointing the other to the door—

[

* ¥ou will.,oblige us by stepyiing forth

and giving yoursclf iato the care of
those good gentlemen, who will seo
that you are-{reated as a brave man
should be, but who will {rouble you
in the meantime for any little change
andvaluables youmight have to spare.”

There seemdid 1o he no help for it~—
the beautiful Senorita Paula Valverde
was a spy and aecomplice of the lad-
roncs.  She had entered the diligencia
at Perote for no other purpose than to
ascertain the exact condition of things
inside, and be able to signalize her as-
socintes as she passed along, so that
they might know exactly in what man-
ner to conduct themselves and make
their work sure without risk. By a
simple siratagem she had obtainad my
arms, just at the point where she knew
the attaclk would bo made, and her dis-
charge of 1ihe pistol, as if by accident,
was the sign to show them that all
was seeure,

“I acknowledge myself conquered
by being outwitted,” said T to Senorvita.

Then turning to the vobbers, who
bad now colleeted in a body in front
of the door of the diligencia, I contin-
ned :—

4 Gentlemen will you permibt me to
alight and make you some valuable
presents? In the language of your
courtsy, «!l I have is yours.”

The leader of the party howed po-
litely in roturn, and said with a grim
gmile :—

“ 81, Senor, we shall he most happy

to receive anything which so distin-
guished o traveler may have to be-
stow.”
With this, T quictly stepped from
e vehiele, and one quick, searching
e put me in possession of the
e state of affairs. The diligencia
had been stopped. in a wild, gloomy
place, and the driver was sitiing cave-
lessly on his box, taking cverything as
a matter of course. 1le might also be
an accomplice of the robbery, or he
might nol, but, in cither ecase, there
was little hope of assistance from him
any attempt of the kind would cer-
tainly bring wpon him a 'severe pun-
ishment sooner or later. T glanced up
and down the road, whore it wound
between - dayk and  overshadowing
trees, but' discovered nothing to give
me any hope.

The robbers, some cight or ten in
number and all well armed, were eol-
lected avound me, part of them moun-
ted, and the others standing on their
feet, holding their mustangs by the
bridles. Looking upon my case as a
desperate one, so far as being plun-
dered was concerned, I still retained
my presence of mind and did not whol-
Iy despair.  True, I had been outwit-
ted and disarmed, and now stood sin-
gly between numbers, but the idea of
yiclding tamely to this outrage was
repugnant to my very nature, and I
resolved to put the least favorable op-
portunity for defence and retaliation
to tho strongest test.

“Will you aceept this purse ?” said
I presenting one that held several gold
coing, amid handing it to the chief of
the ladroues.

“ Thank you, Senor, you are very
kind,” he said, as be took it in his
hand with 2 polite bow, and chinked-
the money.

“This diamond pin may prove ac-
ceplable to your friend 1”7 T added, as
I quietly removed it {from | the bosom
of my shirt, and handed it over to the
centleman on his left, who received it

“in the rame polite manner,

¢ This diamond ring T trust you will

retain as a kecpsake! T continued.

drawing the jewel from my finger. and *

preseuting it to a third I”

“I beg your pardon, Senores,” I
pursued, glancing nt- the Sencrita
Paula, who, with my pistols still in her
possesion, was duietly standing with-
in the diligencin, regarding the whole
proceeding with on. of her sweetest
smiles, 1 must not forget this bean-
tiful lady. " T havé heve)” T went onat
the same time prodncing the artiele,
¢ g vory beautifel gold snuff box—set,
as you pereeive, with diamonds—will
your ladysnip bonor me by accepting
this as a slight toleen of my regard for
the pleasure atforded me by your
company and conversation

“You are a very gallant gentleman,
Senor,” she laughed, taking the two
revolvers in one fair hund, and present-
ing tho other. . '

I reached the box toward her—hut
my hand trembled o lttle—and just
as the present was about to touch her
fingors, it slipped and fell betweon us,

“ A thousand pardons, Senorita, for
my awkwardness,” I said, as I bent
down to pick it up.

Now was the a{l-imperéunt moment
—the moment of lift and death. All
wore in & measure off their guard j and
one quick, fartive glance showed me
that the givl stiil’ held my weapons
carelessly in one hand, with the other
remaining extended for the prize. I
lifted thoe box carvefully, but as I raised
myself, T gave a, wild, startling yeoll;
and as tho Senorita started back, I,
with tne quickness of lightning, scized
both weapons, and srenched them
from her. :

To wheel and commence firing upon
the party was only the work of a mom-
ent.  The first shot,  fortunately,
stretched ont the chief; the sceond
took effeet on the one neavest Lo him
and by the time the third had been
sent on its mission there arose one si-
multaneous yell of dismay, and tho as-
tounded robbers began to seatter in
every direetion. I had no disposition
to follow them, heweveryanother min-
ute they might rally and turn upon
me, and springing forward I grasped
the veins of a freed mustang, and vaul-
ted into the raddle,  One more glance
avound me showed me the Senorita
Paula upon the body of the chicf, her
Iaughter changed to grief. and some of
the scattered cowards bringing their
weapons to boar upon me.

“ Adios, Senorita and Senores,” said
I bitterly ; « ho laughs hest who laughs
lagt.”

The next moment I-wvas- dashing

away doWn the 1oud, the halfrallied
robbers pouring Hfter me a volley, but
fortunately.not--{guching their. mark.
Thoy would: dmibtlesﬁ‘i‘dve flt)red
me in- kot piigeit, but for the wlole-
some dread they had of my still undis-
charged weapon' Asitwas, I ereaped,
and entered the town of Puebla in tri
umpl; ; whers, glyis alinost necidless-to
add, a naveatiive of my exploit made
me a hero for'the time. HMere I sold
my captured mustang and trappings
for enough to idemnify mo for what'I
had disposed of in the way of presents,
and the next day saw me an inside
passenger of the same diligoncia, en
route for Mexico, where L arrived in
safety, without any further event wor-
thy of note. .

‘What became of the robbers and
their beautiful accomplige, I uever
learned; but {he lessonwtanghi me on
that journey I have wovor forgotton;
and duving the remainder of niy stay
in that country, nv pret{y woman ever
had the honor of being my confidante,
or of gotting possession of my trnsty
and unfhiling rovolvers.

GENERAL WasmingTON's PUNCTUAL-
11ry,—On one occasion when Washing-
ion was sitling for his porirait in My
Peale's painting room, he looked at
his watch and said, “Mr. Peale, my
time for sitting has expired, but if
three minutes longer will Le of any
importance to you I will remain, and
make up the time by hastening my
walk up to the State Tlouse (where
Congress was in session.) T know ex-
actly how long it will talie to walk
there, and it will not do for me, as
President, to be absent at the hour of
meeting” Mrs. Washington was as
remarkable for punctuality as her il-
lustrions husband. At ono time, du.
sing the General's absence, he wrote
to her to get Mr. Peale {o paint her
portrait in miniature, and to send it to
him. Mrs. Washinglon wrote a note
to the artist, saying that her presence
at home was indispensable when the
General was away, and it wounld not
be convenient for her to attend at his
painting room. She requested him,
therefore, to come to her house for the
sittings, and offered to ac@ymmodate
herself at any hour when it would suit
him to be away frem his studio. In
reply, My, Peale appointed seven o'clock
in the morning. When he left his
home to keep the engagement for the
first sitting, it oceurred to him that the
lady might not be quite roady to sce
him at so carly an hour. ITe walked
on accordingly more slowly than usual
Mrs, Washington met him with the
obsorvation, “Mr. Peale, T have been
in the kitchen to give niy orders for
the day ; have read the newspaper, and
heard my niece talke her lesson on the
harp, aud yet have waited on you'twen-
tyminutes.” The gentloman, of course,
felt  excecdingly - mortified, and ve-
marked that if his engagement had
been with Gen. Washington, he should
have felt the importance of boing pune-
tual to the minute, but ho thought it
necessary to give a lady a little more
time. © Siy,” replied Mrs. Washing-
ton, “Iam as punctual as the General.”
It may be imagined that Mr. Peale
{ook care to be at the house tho next
day at the time appointed.

B In olden time they had but sev-
on wise men. Now, {ake men at their
own value, and you “won’t find Lalf
that number of fools.

g5 A man should pursue in Lealth
the same ling of couduet he propuses
in sickness, ‘

peee Reading matter on every page,

Arterang Ward's visit to “0ld Abe.”

I hiv no politics. Nary a one.—
I'm not in the Disniss. If T was, I
spose T should holler versiftfusly in
t'ie sireets at nite, and go homo to
Betay Jane smellin of coal ile and gin
ir, the mornin. I should go-the Poles
arly. I should stay there all day. I
shonld see to it that my nabers was
thar. I should git carriages to take
the kripples, the infirm and the indig-
nant thar, I shounld bo on guard agin
frauds and sich. I should be on the
look out for the infamus lise of the
cnemy, got up jes bed eleeshun for
perlitical effeck. When all was over,
and my candydate was elected, T
should movée heving & arth—so to
speak—until I got orifice, which if I
didn’t git a orifice, I should turn round
& aboose the Administration with all
my mite & maine. But I'm not in the
bisniss. " I'm in a far more respectful
bisniss nor wot pollertics is. I wouldn’t
give two cents to be a Congressor.—
The wuss insult I ever received was
when sertin citizens of Baldinsville
axed me to run fur the Tegislater.—
Sez I, «“ My friends, dostest think T'd
stoop to that ther?” ‘Lhey turned as
white as a sheet—I spoke in my most
orfullest tones, & they knowd [ wasn't
Lo be trifled with. They slunked out
of site Lo onct.

Theret hevin no polities, I made
bold to visit Old Abe at his humstid
in Springfield. I found the old feller
in his parler, sarrounded by a perfeck
swarm of orifice seckers, Knowin he
had been captiag of a flat boat on the
roarin Mississippy, I thought I'd ad-
dress him jn sailor lingo, so sez T,
“Old Abe, shoy ! Let out yer main
suls, reef lum the forceastle & throw
yer jib-poop overboard! Shiver my
timbers, my havty [N, B—This is
ginnine mariner langwidg. I kuow,
becawz I've seen sailor plays neted out
by them New York theater fellers.”]
Old Abe lookt up quite cross & sz,
“Send in yer petition by & by. I
can’l possibly look at itnow. Indeed,
Iean’t. It’s onpossible, siv!?

e Mr, Linkir, who do you spect I
any, sir 7 sod T, '

“ A orifice seeker, to be suve,” sed
he.

“Wall, sir)” sed I, “you’s -never
more mistaken in your lifo. You hain’t
ot a orifice I'd take under no civeum-
stances. T'm A. Ward., Wax figgers
is my profeshun.  T'in the father of
"Cwins, and they Took Tile me—Dboth of
them. 1 cum to pay o frendly visit to
the President eclect of the United
States. If so be you wants to sce
Hue, say so—if not, say so, and I'm orf
like a jug-handle” . . -

“Mr. Ward, sif down. Iam glad
to sce you, siv.” ’

“Repose in Abraham’s Brizznm P2
sed one of thy orifice scekers, his idee
bein to get orf a goak at my expence.

“Wall” seg I, v of all you fc]% TC-

ose in that éﬁcre Buzzum, theré’ll be

ity poor nussin for sum of you!”
whereupon Old Abe buttoned his wes-
[eit cleai up and blusht like a inniding
of sweet 16, Jest at thig pint of the
conversation another swarm of orifice
seeleers arvove and cum pilin into the
parler.  Sam wanted post orifices, sum
wanted collectorships, sum wanted
furrin missions, and all wanted sum-
thin. I thought Old Abe would go
erazy. Ho hadn’t more than had
time tosshake hands with em, before
another tremen)is erowd cum porein
into his premises. 1is house and
dooryard was now perfeckly overflow-
cd with orifice seclkers, all clameriiss
for a immejit intervicw with Old Abe.
One man trom Qkio, who had about

seven invhes of corn whiskey into hiwm,
mistook me fur Old Abe, and addvesst
me as “The Pra-hayrie Flawer of the
Wesl ¥ Thinks 1 you want o orifiee
puity bail.  Anotherman with 2 gold-
headed cane and a red nase, told Old
Abe hie was “a geckind Washington &
the Pride of the Boundliss West )?

Sez I, ¢ Squave, you wouldun’t take a
small post orifice if you ‘could git it,
would you #”

Sez he, “a patrit is abuv them
things, sir!”

“There's a putty big crop of patrits
this season, hain’t there Square 77 sez
I, when another erowd of orifice scek-
cry pored in. The house, deor-yard,
barn and wood-shed was now all full,
and when another crowd cum, I told
‘em not to go way for want of room,
as tho hog-pen was still empty. One
patrit from a small town in Misygan,
went up on top the house, got into the
chimney and slid down into the parler
where Old «be wus endeverin to keep
the hungry pack of crifice seekers from
chawin him up alive without benefit of
clergy.  The minit he reached the five-
place, he jumpt up, brusht the soot out
of his eyes, and yelled :, “«Don’t make
any pintment at the Spunkville Post
Orifice till you've read my papers.—~
All tho respectful men in our town is
signers 1o that there dockyment!”

“Good God!” eride Old Abe, “they
cum upon me from tlie skize, down the
chimneys, and from the howels of the
yearth !”  IIe hadn’t more’n got them
words oui of his delikit mouth before
two fut orifice seekers from Wisconsin,
in endeverin to crawl atween his legs
for the purpuss of applyin for the toll-
gateship at Milwawky, upsot the Presi-
dent eleck, and he would hev gone
sprawlin into ther firéplace, if 1 hadw’t
caught him in these arms. But I
hadn’t move’n stood him up strate be-
fore another man cum crashin down
the chimney, his head strikin me vi-
lently agin the inards and prostratin
my voluptous form onto the floor~—
“ Mr. Linkin,” shoulid the infatooated,
being, “ my papers i signed by every
clergyman in our town, and likewise
the schoolmaster

Sez I, “ You crejis ass)’ gittinup &
brashin the,dust from my eyes, “I'll
sign your papers with this buneh of
boneg, it you don’t bo a little more
keerful how you male my bread bas-
kit a depot in the futer. Ilow do you
likke that nir porfumery 77 sez I, shuy-,

ing my fist under his nose. ¢ hero’s

stood, holding it thoyg until she' canie
-and took charge of i¥vhen-ho descen-

the kind of papers 'l giv you! them’s
the papers yov want !

“ But I workt hard for the'ticket; I
toiled might and day! The patrit
ghould be rewarded 17, LT

“¥irtoo,” sed I, holdin the infatooa-
ted man by.the coat-collar, “~virtoo,
sir, is its own reward. Look at me!”
Ile did look at me, & qualed bed my
gaze. “The fact is,” I continnerd, look-
in round upon the huugry crowd,
¢ there is searcely a orifice for every ile
lamp carried ronnd dwin this cam-
pone. T wish thare was furrin mishuns
to -be -filled -on- -varis lonely islands
whare eppydemics rage, incessantly,
and if Twas in Old Abe’s place T'd
send’ every mother’s son ‘of you to
them. What air you here for?” I
continnered, warnin up considerable,
“ean’t you give Abe a minitt’s peaco?
Don’t you sce he’s worried most to
death?  Go home, you miscrable men,
go home & till the sile! (o to ped-
dlin tinware—go to choppin wood—
o to bilin sope—stuft sassengers—git
a clerkship on some respectable man-
ure cart—go round as original Swiss
Bell Ringers— becum, ¢ origenal and
only’ Campbell Minstrels—go® to lec-
turin at fifty dollars a nite—ammbark in
the peanut bisniss—write for the Ledg-
cr—saw off your legs and go round
givin coneerts with tochin appeals toa
charitable public, printed” on your
handbills—anything for a honest livin,
but don’t come round here drivin old
Abe crazy by your outrajus cultings
up! Go home. Stand not upon the
order of your goin, but go to onct !~
It in five minnits from this time,”
sez I, pullin out my new sixteen dollar
Luntin cased watch, and brandishing
it before their eyes, “if in five minnits
from this time a single sole of you re-
maing on these here premises, Ul go
out 1o my cage near by, and let my
Boy Constructor Joose! & if he gits
amung you, you'll think Old Solferino
has cum agin and no mistake !’ You
ought to hev seen them scamper, Mr.
Fair.  They run orf as tho Satun his-
self was after them with ared-hot ten-
pronged pitch-foark. In fve minnits
the premises was clear. |

“1low kin I ever repay you, Mr.
Ward, for your kindness?” sed Old
Abe, advancin & shakin ,me warmly
by the hand. How kin I ever repay
you, gir?”. . .

“By givin the whole country a good
sound administration.. By poren’ ile
upon. the troubled whaters, North' and
South ! By pursooin a patriotie, firm

and just coxrse, and that iff any Statc)
Swiils 10 secéde, Tet em secede !

“Iow ’bout my Cabnit, Ministre
Ward 7" sed Abe. o

“I0ll- it op with showmen, sir—
Showmen is dovoid of polities. [They
hain’t ' got a darn principle] They
know how to cater to the public—
Thoy Inew what the public wants,
North and 'South, Shewmen, sir,
THonestaeny Ty OR agabt-their litwe-
arybility look at their.posters & see
small bills, If you want a Cabnit as
is a Cabnit, ill it wp with showmen,
biit don’t call on me. Thoe moral wax
figger perfeshun mustn’t he permitted
to go down. while there’s » drop of
blood in these vains! A Tinkin, I
wish you well.  If Powors or Walcnit
was to pick out a model for a beautiful
man; 1 searcely think they’d sculp
you; .but if you do the fair thing by
your country yowll make ag putty a
angel as any of' us, or any other man!
A Linkin, use the talenls which Na-
ture has ‘put into you, judishusly and
firmly, and all will be well! - A Linkin,
adoo. '

He shook me cordgully by the hand
—iwe oxchanged picters g0 ave could
gaze upon cach other’s liniments when

pie-maker, finding his delicacies disap-
appear, determinod- 1o lie in wait in
his bake-houie one night, and so cateh
the delinguents,  Unfortinately, they E
taught Lin, and devourétl’ the unifol- -
tunate’ pic.man ‘in *préferénce to his

pies” There is one " dish'that s more

tempting in the rat’s palate thai any

other, 'and for’ which lic will desért
imything 'in’ the eatable” world-~and
thut is a defunct relalive. o
Should two rals agree'to sebtle thieir
dilferences by mortal combat, ‘theiy ‘
friends and-acqueintances look onag
coniplacontly agdistinguished amatenrs
contemplate o fight for the champiori-
ship. But immediately ihe' affair is
concluded by the death of one of the
combatants; the spectators ‘brealk up
the ring, and -incontinently sct upbn@
the vietor ‘and vaiugnished, and cat
them up then and’thdre. "Wo4,'t60, to
any mecting with an accident; or be-
toming infirm, for_he is ‘gobbled wp
without rémorse. When a rat’s leg is
found in a trap, iiistead of its being a
proof of his resolution in prcferriiig. to
leave a limb'buhind rather than.remain
in captivity, the cliances are that somo
of his kith and kiti have caten hiwd
alive. In consequence of this propen-
sity for cannibalism, when Mrs. Rat
becomes a mother she 'is obliged to
hide her offspring; lest pipa, or some
old gentlemzn of his acquaintance,
should male his dinner of them, ivhich :
he would dertainly do if he found them
unproteeted. For the sdme reason,
wild old rats retive into solitude, dis-
gusted with their kind, and if attacked
in their retreat, prove desperato foes,
beat off any rats, without regard to
gex, that venture to intrude on their
privacy. An old ‘gentlemnan of this
deseription will - keep a house clearer
of vermin than any cat’or dog, for he
will allow no brother near his throne.
The rat can scarcely bo considered
a courageous animal; he relies morg
upon his cunning than strength, and
in the presence of a superior encmy,
thinls. only of escape ; but if rendered i
desperaic, by being pressed into a’cor- ‘
nor, will turn savagely—the sewer rat :
being more ferocious than his com-
peers. .
The females Dreed at three months
old, live in a statoof polygamy, add
to the vermin population five or six
times a year, and produce eight, twelve,
fourteen, sixtcen, and sometimes as
many a8 eighteen young in a litter.—
It bas -been calculated that in three
years there will spring no less than
651,000 rats from "a single pair. Al
though this seems too enornious a
number o be correct, it would perhaps
be difiicult to over-estimate ihe nuimn-
bers of these animals. 600,000 rats
were killed in Paris in tho short space
of a fortnight, merely to obtain their
skins for o couple of manunfacturers at
Grenoble ; 6,000 have met their deaths
from the dogs and men at the slangh-
{er-houses of Montfaucon in a month.,
At the present time, Marseilles is over-
van with them ; traps and poison prov-.
_ing futile against the army of destroy-
ers, who range even the public streets,
with impunity ; the cats have.fled in
affright ; and the only reliance of tho:
inhabitarts lies iffthe arrival of a cargo
of Linglish terriars, those little  cham-
pions of pit alone heing of any.
avail ngi st the invading host. . |

will bécomo of thern ?; ke e
ticil. questions,"ahd made every. day
with serious solicitude by intelligent,
and thoughtful parents. The rich and -
tho poor have a like ambition to put
their sons in ggod plages; thoy fake
more pains to seleét places which will.
honour their sons, than' to make theiy . -
sons eapable of honorablo places.”: Tha -
inquiry should be not for » place large *
cibugh for a son, but "hojv to prepare.
a'son to fill a.place with profif to

| those who may “call him to it,-and

with credit to himself. - L

An ancient, and honored:fumily-nameiie
i this city has been ineffaceably. tart®
uished lately, by using family influence
to gel oiie of its members into a place - :
.of vory high trust and.responsibility ; |
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ar away from one another—he at the

hellom of the ship of Stlate,and.T at
the hellim of the show bisniss—admit-
tance only fifteen sents.

"A Chapher onRats.

The Newark (N. J.) Sentinel of Zree-
dom’ furnishes the following informa-
{ion relative 10 that repulsive animal,
the.rat: )

In the indulgence of iheir predilec-
tion for egys, rats display great judg-
ment. 1t would appear almost impos-
sible for them to carry oft such fragile
spoil without breakage; but they do
contrive doso. It the theft is achieved
without a confederate, the rat streteh-
¢y oul itg fore leg underneath the egg.
steadies it -above with its check, and
hops away cautiously upon threo legs.
To convey an egg from the bottom to
the top of the house is a still more difs
ficult aftair, and probably an impossi-
bility for a singleTat to perform. With
the aid of a pariner, the opevation is
thus managed : The male rat stands
upon his head, and lifts up the egy
with his hind legs ; the female taking
it thenee in hor fore paws, secures it
till her lord ascends d step higher; and’
s0 they proceed from stair Lo stair, till
their hooty is deposited safely in their
hole. A pauiry cook had some fine
eggs which she prized 'highly, but the
number of which was mysteriously di-
minished night afier night. Suspicion,
of course, fell upon the, domestics.—
One of them, a maid-servant, hearing
a noise on the stairs, stole out on the
landing, fancying she might be fortu-
nate enough to detect the egg pilferer.
She was not mistaken, although: she
was cousiderably astonpishedat discov-
cring who tho real 6ffedidd®s were—
She saw two rats, one larger than the®
other, busily enghged in carrying the
chorislied eges down stalrs, and. felt
too interested in.-wagehing their pro-
cecding o think of disturbing them.—
The big rat stood ondfiis hind legs,
with his fore paws and head resting
on the steps abovo; tho lady rat rollod
tho. cgy gently, towaud ler spouse;
clasping it genily, buigfirmly, he lifted
it carefully on the stgf upon which lis

ded a step lower, Ul the clever, pair
roached the lowermost floor with their
prizo uninjgred. T
Thé wholesale larceny with' which
the vab is Loo justly chargéd, is crimi-
nal enough, in all conscience, buf wvopvse
remains behind. | ITe has been known
to malee 1t meul of the fingers and locs

an’ office for' which he was so_ utterly,
incompetent, that its accounts®hi
fallen into inextricable confusion; while ~

he himsolf, charged with a degrading

| erime, has been led in ¢hains to a feloi’s

cell, in a state of bodily health which
melts the hardest heart with pity, while
his venerable mother is made to Wecp
tears of blood over the sad misfortunos
of the child of her heavt., . ..+ . -
Inquirve then what your child is fit -

for, rather than what will fit him; the .
Presidency of- the Republic . is fit for

him, but, he, may not be;fit for it; it

may receive him, but he may not. be

able to fill itwith abjlity and honor.—

That offico is for any. man, the great. .

est and the best, but your: son might.«
not he fit for -it; to, occupy it -and *

Aill it ; to discharge ils duties with fidel-

ity. Youmust seek a place adapted..

to_your son’s capabilities, for yow,may ..

not adapt his capabilities to 4 place.~—. .

Scele a placo for “him, which- he will -

honor by clevating it, and making-it -

the more influential; but do not séek .

to put him in a position which’is 1o

honor him, . You aro a rich-man. It.

is neither §afe nor respectable nor.wise

to bring any youth to manhood with- .. !
‘out a calling, without an.oceupation -
by which he could maintain himself in
case he ‘should lose . his fortune..In
looking arvound .for such a calling, is--
stead of making the inquiry what you.!-
like him to become, seck rather 'to' -
lenow what oceupation ig suited to his
-capacities—what calling his abilities -
can fill.  You might well, like him-to.
become an eminont lawyor, but has he
that plodding and that tonacity of pur- "~
pose, which will enable him-to inves:
tigate and compare and dedute-with -
unerring accuracy: for forty yeard, be-
fore he ean be fairly able to commenee- -
practice? | You might like for him to-
becowe a physician, but has. ho. the .
self-denial - to! cul. oft ! flesh fram:dead. .
mens' bones,to livein the charnel-hotso -
for.long yearstogether ; and theuhave -
the patience to wait for practieé. fore
other long yoars; and the selfgacritice_
to go'at every -call] of piince or pau.
per, in tlie midnights of Decbmber, o -
tho ticreo suns. of July, in rain or storm !
or sleet or snow ?-avill resdo this un- -
til forty years.. of ago.for, a.bave, sub:. .-
«sisténce, before he -can malwo patients, . ;.
| comng o him Cinstead of. he going o)., .
them 2% -0 = oL . e prEd

. Perhagis yoiiv' eyl bins Lo ‘make
him, a mipister, and in rapl-imagina-
tion peering beyond the shores of time;; .
yowseo_ him like rome, , tall .archangel -,
leading along his vast hattalions to the
wreal while Throne, saying « 1lefé hm

of wliving babry. Forty years avo a

I, the instrumentally Thou hast made, :




