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For Hopper A ttack 

Poison Bait Offensive Federal, 

Farm Leaders Seek Means of Protecting 

Awaits Insects as State 

This Year’s Bumper Crop 

By JOSEPH W. LaBINE 

Kids enjoy devilish pranks. Remember how 

catch grasshoppers, pull their legs and watch them 

tobacco’? 
Innocent fun, perhaps, but today the lowly grasshopper takes 

we used to 
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his revenge. In Biblical days there were locust plagues, but no | 

worse than the year-after-year grasshopper menace that has | 

damaged America’s most verdant crops every summer since | 

the early 1930s. Preventative measures have met with minor | 

success; this year the United States department of agriculture | 

warns of au even worse invasion. 

"Hoppers swarm like a horde of angry bees from one field 
to the next, ripping their way through ripening grain and leav- 
ing a path of desolation. They cut away fence posts, destroy | 

shrubbery and finally splatter their gorged bodies against the | 
windshield of a passing car. 
and make men fear the millenium has arrived. 

But when fall comes the grasshoppers disappear 

Sometimes they blacken the air | 

and | 

farmers breathe easier, hoping the plague is gone forever. | 
Then comes winter and with it come entomologists from state | | 

and federal departments of agriculture. They dig 
resting soil and shake their ® 
heads. Last year’s grasshop- 
pers have deposited millions 
of eggs which will hatch 

under favorable conditions 
and bring more trouble next 
summer. 

This routine has been re- 

peated for several years but 
farm men have not been idle. 

They've discovered the most 
effective method of combat- 

ing "hoppers is poison bait, a 
mixture of bran, sawdust, black- 
strap molasses, crude arsenic and 
water. Innumerable tons of this de- 
lectable diet have been offered the 
grasshoppers since 1930; this year 
an estimated 178,000 tons will be 
needed and much of it will be 
supplied by the federal government. | dition 

  

1erly. But the worst grasshopper 

to 60 years ago when game 

were far more plentiful than now. 

For years it has been believed 
that when grasshoppers come they 
remain seven years, destroying 
crops annually. After this period 
has elapsed they allegedly 
to normalcy and are only a minor 

@ccurs. 
theory has ever been offered. 

It has been established, however, 
that dry, warm weather is favora- 
ble for grasshoppers and that the 
most severe outbreaks occur either 

during or following periods of 
drouth. Perhaps most drouth cy- 
cles are about seven years   

Summer Morning's Pastime. 

Poisan bait is spread in the fields | 
during late spring or early s 
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The situation is made more acute 
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GRASSHOPPERS —A menace to 
| American agriculture that equals 
dust storms and drouth. 

Recognizing that successful con- 

trol measures depend on co-opera- 
| tion, well-organized campaigns are 

already under way in many states 
headed by trained entomologist 
who generally works with county 

agents. In turn come township and 
community leaders, mixing stations 

and bait-spreading crews. County 

| financing has supported a large pa 

of the campaign 
Last year 79,201 
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Disaster's Bedfellow. 

Perhaps it is logic that ; 
| hoppers, dust and drouth should go 
| hand hand and that one of these 
pestilences should lead to another. 
Lack of mois 
hoppers The 
destroy foliage and loosen the ea 

| to be swept about at the mercy of a 
| strong wind. 

More than one visitor from the 
industrial East has looked upon this 
desolation and turned his eyes 
away, swearing that drouth, dust 

and "hoppers will never be con- 
quered. But there's always another 
year and each spring the "hopper 
belt farmer faces life confidently, 
imbued with an undying faith that 

his luck must eventually change 

So it follows that again this year 
he thinks will change. Probably 
it will, because never since 1929 has 
the great plains area been so plenti- 
fully showered, with spring rains. 
Maybe the rain will kill these grass- 
hoppers; maybe the weather will 
become freakish and keep them 
from doing great damage; maybe 

the poison bait will work better than 
before. 
Maybe. At least we'll hope so! 

© Western Newspaper Union, 
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ADVENTURERS’ CLUB 
HEADLINES FROM THE LIVES 
OF PEOPLE LIKE YOURSELF! 
  

  

“Death Headed North’ 

By FLOYD GIBBONS 

Famous Headline Hunter 

H ELLO EVERYBODY: 
Now this is the story of an adventure that almost any one 

Anyone who has ever ridden on a rail- of us might have got into. 

road train has taken a chance on finding himself in just such a 

terrifying situation. As luck would have it, it happened to Fenton 
Barrett of Shaker Hollow, South Salem, N. Y. 

girls, I wish it to be distinctly ur 
And, boys and 

derstood that I am very glad it 
happened to Feht Barrett, and not to me. 

Fent Barrett is an actor. 
musical show on Broadway not lon 
he is going to tell us about now. W 

for a vacation, but he hadn't been ti 

He had just finished a run in a successful 
thriller 

went south 

rred in the 
closed, he 

g before 

hen the show 
he si: La 

ere long wi 
him to come back to New York and start rehearsals in a new produc- 
tion. 

Fent left that night for Washington, and in Washington he got 

aboard the train for New York—the train that was to carry him 
right smack into the most thrilling moment of his life. 

Fire Started in t 

It was a hot day, he first 

the smoker where he could tal 
the smoker is up front, 
the last car on the trair 

The train bowled along 

and without any hin 

near the Big City, 

the car Fent 

watching the po 

» his « 

was 

rier idly 

of August, 1028 

he Wash Room. 

Fent decided to 

oat off and be c« 
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“That porter,” says Fent, “had 
few seconds when suddenly he came leaping out into the aisle. As 

he did, I saw the reflection of flames on the highly polished door, 

The porter made a desperate attempt to close the door, but by this 

time the whole wash room was roaring with flame, and he was 

beaten back.” 

e I'¢ 1 we ( al 

Couldn't Stop the Blazing Train. 

vith ail the » 

car lik 

Just 

train 

on it, it 

engineer 

“We c 

three on 

hanging 

car was 

miles an hour, 

the hi 

“One of the passengers became hysterical and the conductor 
had a hard time trying to keep him from jumping off the back 

end of the train. 
smoke and the fumes of burning paint and varnish. 
getting panicky and dropped to 
the floor, trying to get a 

The fire was all throug 
the aisle and 
something move beneath 

steps. The porter had loc 
were standing on it 
squirmed around until th 
down onto the steps. 

wgh the car 

shooting out the door 

It 

back to step 

ey 

, was that 

sened it and was motioning the three men who 

could get it 

We were all choking and almost overcome by 

I felt myself 
my knees and put my nose to 

good breath of air.” 

by this time—streaming right down 
onto the rear Fent felt 

lid which covers the 
platform. 

iron 

80 it open. They 
they crowded 

he could swing 
up, and then 

All Jumped at 30-Mile Speed. 

The porter screamed to them not 
harder now, and Fent was kept busy 

oug 

mind to jump 

hi m thr 

up his 
of fire that licked back at 
go terrific that he made 

burned to death. 
And then—the brakes went on. 

It slowed from sixty- slow down. 

to jump. The flames crowded them 
dodging broken glass and tongues 

h the rear windows. The heat was 

soon, rather than be 

The train started to jerk and 
five—to fifty—to forty. When it 

was going about thirty, Fent jumped, and the rest of them fol- 

lowed. 
“I was thrown up against the bank,” Fent says, “but I wasn’t badly 

hurt. 
burning car to pay any attention to a little thing like 
on for half a mile before it came to 
with it. 

frame. Not a window or a seat left, 
trying to disconnect it from the rest 
so hot the brakeman couldn’t touch the couplings 

car, I fell into the seat exhausted, for it was then that I first realized 

what I had been through.” 
Copyright. —W 

A few scratches and bruises—but I was too glad to be off that 
that. The train went 

a stop, and we ran and caught up 
By that time, the car we had been in was just a red-hot steel 

And they were having quite a time 
of the train because the steel was 

We got into another 

NU Service. 

  

Wild Dog Known as Dingo 
Ancient as the race of dogs may 

be, nobody yet definitely has traced 
their kinship to other mammals. 
What sort or form of animal pre- 
ceded the domesticated dog as we 
know him still is a moot question. 
However, there are some forms of 
the animal which must more closely 
resemble the prehistoric than any 

them is the native wild dog of Aus- 

The Name Eunice 
The name Eunice is of Greek 

"” It appears in the Bible in II 

Timothy's mother. 

Discoverer of Steam Power 
James Watt, Scottish engineer 

(1736-1819), was the first to realize 
the possibilities of steam power. He 
never made an electrical discovery, 
though his name signifies an electric 
power unit,   

Oldest College Fraternity 
Oldest college fraternity in the 

world, Phi Beta Kappa, was found- 
ed in 1776 as a social and literary 
society at William and Mary col- 
lege, Williamsburg, Va. It spread 
to Yale (1780), Harvard (1781), sur- 
vived the closure of William and 
Mary by Revolutionary battles in 
1781. Since 1826 it has been a non- 
secret, purely honorary fraternity, 
choosing members on the basis of 
excellence in studies. 

Grows Blue Grass 
In a general way the southwestern 

section of Virginia grows natural 
blue grass; the Shenandoah valley 
and the tier of counties lying east of 
the Blue Ridge, called Piedmont, 
also grow a great deal of blue grass. 

Scott's Curiosities 
In Sir Walter Scott's old home, | 

Abbotsford, can be seen the crucifix 
of Mary Queen of Scots, Napoleon's 
pistol and blotter, a tumbler from 
which Burns drank, Rob Roy's gun, 
and other curios. 
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It was he who said, “They 

shall not pass’’—on February 5, 
1916, to be exact. He was the 

savior of Verdun, and, in this 

connection, a deft historian 

might discover that rope-skip- 
ping saved France. The gen- 

eral spent a solid week in an 

Automitralleuse without sleep, 

and the London Daily News 
commented at the time that no 

man who was not in perfect 
physical condition could have 
survived such ordeals. It was 

suggested that his energy and 

endurance had turned the tide 

of war, 
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His career seems to have been 
mostly his wife's idea. Born 
Frank Leavitt, in New York, 

known as the “Hell's Kitchen 
Hillbilly,” he did a hitch in the 
army and thereafter engaged 

in some desultory wrestling and 

mauling as a Soldier Leavitt, 

Nothing much came of it, and 
he began placidly taking on 
weight as traffic cop in Miami, 
Fla. Doris Dean married him 
and began prodding his lagging 
ambition. 

He started gra 
Boston in 1933, with { 

Doubled for A a German 
Film Star promoter took him 

as Henry VIII on a tour of the 

Rhineland This 
was more successful, and brought 

him to the attention of Alexandre 
Korda, who needed a double for 

Charles Laughton as Henry VIII in 
the wrestling scene. Thus came the 

famous whiskers, an important de- 

tail of his wife's clever showman- 
ship in the build-up of the Man 
Mountain. It was she who persuad- 
ed him to take the name Dean and 
who managed the histrionics which 

made him a fabulous creature. He 
was born in West Forty-third street 
in 1891, weighing 16% pounds 

» 

EORGE E. Q. JOHNSON, the 
slight, self-effacing, bespec- 

tacled man who sent Al Capone to 
Alcatraz, is devoting his life to so- 

cial betterment. 
He Sent He wants to make 
Capone to cities less fertile 

Alcatraz soil for crime, 
and to that end, 

would flush city and country chile 
dren back and forth, interchange- 
ably, to the benefit of each, he be- 
lieves, and the nurture of good be- 
havior. 

It was as United States at- 
torney that he deftly enmeshed 
Capone in a silken spider-web of 
evidence, laboriously gathered 
and spun. The next year, Her- 
bert Hoover made him a federal 
judge, but he stayed on the 
bench only a year and then went 
back to his law practice. 

| He broke the gangs in Chicago. 
| His story of how he snared Capone, 
| told before the senate judiciary 
| committee, with its tales of trap- 
| doors and secret panels, was Grade 
| A melodrama, but he didn’t make it 
sound that way. He is a modest 
man, with no instincts of showmen- 
ship. 
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