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BEHIND THE WAR IN CHINA 
Japanese Seek New Wealth They Failed to Find in Manchukuo; 

Chinese Are Not Yet Ready for Unified Resistance. 
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Circled on the map above are the five North China provinces which may be the next step in Japanese expansion. 

By WILLIAM C. UTLEY 

APAN is an ambitious nation and a needy one. Her ambition 
is the governmental and economic leadership of Asia, or at 
least eastern Asia. Her needs are territory for an ever-ex- | 

panding population, raw materials that her own islands can- 
not produce in sufficient quantity, markets for her manufactured 
goods and adequate defense against her enemies. 

This is why you read every few® 
years—or even every few months— | 

of a new war scare in North China. 
Sometimes it is not merely a scare, 
but an actual war, even as today, 
whether war has been officially 
“declared’’ or not. 

Always upon the Chinese who op- 
pose her gradual expansion, Japan 
wreaks a vengeance which to us 
across the Pacific often seems all 
out of proportion to the ‘“‘aggres- 
sion’ committed by opposing her. 
But after each of these retributions 

a = i 
she is found, when the smoke and | Tientsin: 
flames clear away, to have as- 
sumed domination even actual 
control over one more piece of ter- 
ritory. 

Just how much more her influ- 
ence will be extended after the 
present conflict has died out it is 
impossible to say 
depend upon the degree of 
gition she meets. If the Chinese 
national government at Nanking, 

under the dictatorship of Gen. Chi- 
ang Kai-shek, decides to let the 

or 

burden of defense, Japan will prob- 
ably emerge with nothing more | 
than an extension of control to cov- | 

andl 1% . 
| spirit was becoming more er the Peiping-Tientsin area 

part of the province of Chahar. If, 

to come en masse to the aid of the 
twenty-ninth army, Japan may at- 
tempt to punish China to terrible | 

Successful in this, Japan | degree. 
would probably extend her domi- 
nance throughout all the five north- 
ern provinces and virtually all of 
China south of the Yellow river 
valley. 

Japan's Westward March, 

If Chiang Kai-shek does throw the 
full strength of China at Japan, it 
will be a fight to the death. For 
the Japanese are full of that 
strange oriental pride which per- 
mits no loss of prestige. They will 
fight China to the bitter end be- 
fore they will submit to a compro- 
mise on their demands. ‘‘Death be- 
fore dishonor!’ is more than a slo- 
gan with them. It is a law of na- 
ture as inexorable as the law of 
gravity. 

The fighting in North China to- 
day is but another step in Japan's 
westward march. Earlier steps 
were those which resulted in con- 
trol, tantamount to annexation, 
over the Chinese provinces of Man- 
churia and Jehol. For a short time 
after those steps were taken Japan 
marked time, strengthening her 
hold upon these "provinces, and 
fortifying her front against Russia, 
the eternal enemy. 

Manchukuo was supposed to open 
up vast, new and desirable hori- 
zons. Japan's population of 70,000, 

was growing at the rate of 
1,000,000 a yedr; her people needed 
more room and more raw mate- 
rials. Since 1931 she has poured in- 
vestments totaling 1,400,000,000 yen 
into the puppet state. Some re- 
sults were forthcoming-—soy beans 
and kaolaiang, chemicals, slight in- 

a ‘good 
these fell far short of Nippon's 
hopes. 
Manchukuo was supposed to open 

up a great new market for Japa- 
manufactured 

  

| elous eyes 

Indeed, that may | 
oppo- | 

| virtual 

| peaceful invas 

twenty-ninth army carry the main | the rise 

however, a China now more united | spread and more open. It 
than at any time since the down- | 
fall of the Manchu dynasty decides | Marco Polo bridge, 

  

Japanese colonists Manchukuo 
pretty much of a flop; less than 
250,000 Japanese live there today. 

ye arent ths apan could 
It was apparent { at Japan could | plete control of this area 

not, in pursuing her hegemonic pol- | 

| icy, continue marking time for very 

long. In 

fields for her exports; 
the area was that much closer to 
the great market of China proper. 
So the Japanese began to cast cov- 

upon Hopei, which in- 
cities of Peiping and 

Chahar, which lies be- 

tween Mongolia and Manchukuo; 
Suiyuan, Shansi and Shantung. 

were larger 

cludes the 

{ They penetrated (peacefully, to be 
sure) through Hopei and Chahar, 
until these two became practically 
self-governing states. 

Anti-Japanese Spirit Grows. 

In Hopei's eastern countries, Jap- 
anese influence bl ) 

protectorate when it But 
reached a certain point 

was halted. With 
of Chiang Kai-shek, 

Chinese were developing a 
unity, although they were not near- 

{ 

{ railroad system. 
| railroads can control the 
| they serve. It 

was | 

Tsingtao. With Hopei and Shansi, 
Shantung forms the transportation 
center of North China. In posses 
sion of the peninsula Japan would 
be in a position to control the Gulf 
of Chihli and the Yellow sea. 

Key to domination of China is its 
Who controls the 

territory 

seen upon 

the 

may be 

accompanying map 
railroads of North China 

the how 

radiate 

| from the area about Peiping and 

{ ence could follow 

in addition, | 

  
med into a | 

the | 
new | 

ly so unified as our states are, for | 
instance. Yet the anti-Japanese 

wide- 
prob- 

ably culminated in the skirmish be- 
tween Chinese and Japanese at 

the incident 
the present which gave to 

grave crisis. 

It is assumed by many observers 
in the Far East that the incident 
was seized upon by Nippon as an 
excuse for further Japanese inva- 
sion on the pretext of retaliation, 
which would extend Japanese con- 
trol over the five North China 
states and even to the south, even- 
tually. Others contend that Japan's 
immediate objective is the strength- 
ening of her grip on Hopei and 
Chahar. 

Yet it cannot be overlooked that 
the other three provinces hold rich 
prizes for Toyyo. Shansi contains 
more than half of all the coal in 
China; the other northern provinces 
are capable of great cotton produc- 
tion for Japanese industries and 
for the manufacture of gunpowder, 
so essential to a militant nation. 
Japan once imported the bulk of the 
cotton crop of China, which is third 
in the world’s production; but Chi- 
na began to restrict her cotton 
exports to Japan and left the latter 
in a bad way. 

Suiyan and Chahar are extremely 
important to Japan's military 
strategy, for they would act as an 
efficient buffer along the left flank 
of her Asiatic front, greatly 
strengthening her position on the 
mainland. 

On the other side of these prov. 
inces lies Sovietized Mongolia. The 
terrain of Suiyuan and Chahar, 
partly included in the Gobi desert, 
is wild and difficult, and without 
satisfactory transportation facili- 

rise 

  

Tientsin. Once Japan is in com: 

influ. 
the rails to the 

of Kalgan in Chahar, 

and from there to Paotow in Sui 

yuan; the southwest over the 

Peiping-Hankow railway to Shih. 
kiachiang and southern Hopei, and 
to Taiyuan in Shansi; southward 
from Tientsin to Tsangchow and 

across the Yellow river to Tsinan 
thence southward again to Nan 

king itself and eastward to the port 

of Tsingtao. These railroads, in ad 

dition to one across Hopei from 
Tsangchow to Shihkiachiang which 
the Japanese wish to build if they 
can get the permission of China, 

are of tremendous military impor 
tance. 

From 

her 

important city 

int 
ino 

the latest disp: 

it | pears Japan is in con 
Japan's | important line 

and Peiping, although it 
carious sort of control, 
Chinese twenty-ninth army 

| stantly threatening to attack. 

tually, during the early days of the 
present crisis, the Chinese did press 
a drive along this railroad, cap 
turing three key stations, only to 
lose them again after a brief ten 
ure. 

Liukouchiao, the railroad junc 
{ tion south of Peiping which controls 
the Peiping-Hankow railroad route, 
is also vital to Japanese hegem- 
ony; it was the scene of one of the 
early battles. 

As this is being written Gen. 
Chiang Kai-shek is faced with a de 
cision that China has had to make 
again and again since the Japa- 
nese awakened to the necessity for 
expansion. , Shall he declare open 
warfare against Japan, or shall his 
national government continue to 
make feeble protests while the lo 
cal troops of the North defend their 
country—ineffectively, as they are 

wont to do? 

Japanese  Betler Equipped. 

China is more united today than 
it has been for many years in the 
past; indeed the very bond of unity 

indignation over the encroachment 
of the Land of the Rising Sun. 
There are many demands for war 
pouring into Nanking from the prov- 
inces. But the feeling is generally 
that the time has not yet come 
for general and unified effort to 
throw out the invaders. 

Local Chinese forces in Hopei and 
Chahar are not equal to the task 
of repulsing the Japanese, even 
though every last man is ready to 
lay dowrt his life. The twenty- 
ninth army is fairly well equipped, 
but hordes of the provincial troops 

| pretty dark. 

his quarters. 
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HEADLINES FROM THE LIVES 

OF PEOPLE LIKE YOURSELF! 
  

“Horse Versus Man’ 

By FLOYD GIBBONS 

Famous Headline Hunter 

ih H ERE,” says Raymond J. Hopper of Roslindale, “is the 
story of my life's darkest moment.” 

And I've got to admit that there was one time when Ray's life got 

worried. 

It got so dark, as a matter of fact, that even the captain was | 
But I've got to admit, too, that from all the evidence I've | 

been able to gather, it wasn't Ray the captain was worried about. 
They're pretty hard-boiled--these captains. 

Ray was in the army. Any buck private will tell you that life's 
dark enough in the army without adventures coming along to 

make them darker. 
But Ray got into the army and into an adventure too. And that gives 

| you a combination of sombre hues that's about two shades darker than 
| an undertaker’s hat. 

"Twas the Day Before Christmas. 

The United States Coast artillery was Ray's branch of the service, 
and Ray was stationed at Fort Greble, Rhode Island. 
ber 24, 1900. 

Christmas. Also, 

It was Decem- 
Ray remembers the date because it was the day before 

he remembers that it was cold—bitter cold. The 
mercury was way down below the zero mark and the only things around 
that weren't frozen were the beans boiling on the cook shack stove, 

Fort Greble is on an island. All the supplies come by boat, and the 
boat ties up at the end of a wharf built out two hundred feet into the sea 
to reach deep water. lay says the wharf was about 15 feet wide, with 

six-by-six timber bolted all the way around the edges. 

I suppose that stuff was put there to keep things from rolling off the 

pier—but it didn't do very well in stopping Ray Hopper. 
Ray was down on the wharf juggling supplies for the quartermaster’s 

department, 

Driving down he 

pulled up on the shore about a hundred yards from the wharf. 

They had given him a horse and a two-wheeled tip-cart. 

noticed that his buddy was working on a small boat 
He didn’t 

think anything of that at the time—but he thought plenty about it later. 

Out of the Cart Into the Water. 

Says Ray: “The fact that he chose that particular day and 
hour and minute to do the job he was working on is the reason 
why I am alive today.” 

lay drove on out to the end of the wharf. The supply boat was tied 

up there and he started pulling the horse around to back up to it. 
As he did, the horse came face to face with a large black boiler that 

had been left there the day before, 

The horse wasn't accustomed to seeing that b 

He gave a sudden jump backward. ened 

And then—it happened! 

iler there. It fright. 

The wheels of the tip-cart rammed up against the six-inch timber 

that circled the edge of the 

Ray, 

wharf 
on the seat of the cart, was thrown 

off of the cart and landed head first in about 

They hit it—and went right over 
backward. He somersaulted 

30 feet of icy salt-water. 

“And as I fell,” he says, ‘I saw first the cart and then the 

horse coming over on top of me.” 

Ray couldn't swim a stroke 
3 cluding a heavy felt army ulster, 

He tried to strike out wit! 
then there k 

‘ 
is 

. a ki 1 was a Kicking, | 

even farther 

flailing b 

It was the horse! 

“1 was told afterward,”’ Ray 

his back, at the exact spot at which 

were 
beside the horse." 

ire Sure 

He was dressed in 

and that ma 

The water sent an icy chill through his | 

to bring 
dy on ton mt 

h his hands 

. iy on to { him, pushi be 

says, 

I went under. The n 

I would never come up alive 

Nneavy « I 

chance even slimmer. 

wn 

~@ Ty 

ng him down 

He went down-—do 

imself to the surface 

the water on 

the whart 

I came up right 

that the horse hit 
on on yen on 

3. Ai 
3ut 1 did. 

Horse Tried to Climb on Him. 

The horse was being dragged under by the heavy cart 

up, right under the heels of the kicking, screaming animal 

and tried to clir 

re, Ray was 
saw Ray, 

Once md 

Ray caught a deep breath just before he went 

horse's hoofs down again, with the 

back and 
His lungs felt as tho 

He rose slowly his 

shoulders 

heavy 

That second time he thought he'd 

igh they'd burst before he g 
water-logged clothes 

Ray came 
The horse 

m 
inte the walter 

Then he was 

on his 

up. 

green 
under 

beating a frantic tattoo 

d never come 

t to the surface. 

holding him down 

And when he did come up, there was the horse again, climb- 
ing all over him—pushing him down once more. That time, Ray 

slid off to one side and didn't go down so far. 

Thrashing madly at the water with his numbed arms he fought his 

way to the surface again. 
This was the third time. 

He caught a breath-—started to go down again. 
And Ray had heard that people who go 

down for the third time don't ever come up again. 

Then, suddenly he felt a hand grasp him by the hair. 

pulled out of the water—into a boat. 
boat, hauling him over the side. 

From where he was working he had seen Ray fall into the water. 

He was being 
And there was his buddy in the 

He 

had launched the boat and come speeding to the rescue, 
Before his buddy could row him back to shore, Ray's clothing was 

frozen stiff 

and he swam ashore. 

Ice fell off him in little chunks as two men carried him to 
Meanwhile, someone had cut the harness from the horse 

The boys stripped Ray, gave him a good rub-down and wrapped him 

in blankets. Inside of half an hour he felt as good as new-—and he didn't 

even catch a cold as a result of his ice-water ducking. 
Ray's buddy worried about him for a while—but the captain, appar- 

ently didn't. Ray says that when they reported the accident to him his 
only remark was “‘Is the horse safe?" 

©-WNU Service, 

  

Japanese Girls Are 
Expert Pearl Divers 

Pearl diving in Japan—exclusive- 

ly an occupation for women—today 

is an important industry, producing 

| 8,000,000 pearl oysters a year, many 
| of which are exported to the United 

| States, 

has been the common feeling of | the Kansas City Times. 
writes a correspondent in 

For hundreds of years Japanese 
girls, ranging from sixteen to twen- 

ty-five, have supported themselves 
and their families by following this 
romantic profession of the sea. No 
men are allowed to break in on their 

work of snatching pearl oyslers 
from the sea’s bottom. 

The metropolis of the pearl world 
is “Pearl island” in Miye prefec- 
ture, which has been known from 

antiquity for its “ama,” or feminine 

divers. At one time they went nude 

from the waist up, but Kokichi Miki- 

moto, the famous “pearl king" of 

Japan, who is reputed to have be- 

come as rich as the fabled King 

Minos of Crete from the virtual mo- 

nopoly he enjoys in pearl fishing, in- 

gists that all feminine divers shall 

  

other foreign women, but they must | 
work hard in field, farm and home. 
In fact, they support their brothers, 
fathers and husbands, 

stances—if she be a pearl diver— 
is expected by public opinion to con- 
tinue her aquatic profession until 
long after she is married. Among 
the elders of the village she would 
lose ‘“‘face’” if she gave up so an- 
cient and honorable a profession 
merely for marriage. 

Fatal Duels in Scotland 

Auchertool is the field of Bal- 
barton, in which the last fatal duel 
in Scotland was staged. It was 
within this vicinity that the great 
duel between Sir Alexander Bos- 
well, son of the great biographer, 
and Mr. Stewart, of Dunearn, was 
fought. Boswell was fatally injured 
and was carried to Balmuto, result- 
ing in a storm of protest which 
ended duel fighting in Scotland. The 

figures 
turies of English literature. It was 
at this palace that Sir James and 
his son, William, were implicated in 
the murder of Cardinal Beaton, and 

| towels 

{ cotton floss, and you'll have the 
| gayest, gladdest set ever! 

| each 

| crosses, 
| gift just a pair of these would 

who stroll ! 
about the village doing nothing. The | 
girls seldom marry young, because | 
they are too valuable to their par- | 
ents as breadwinners. Even the | 
wife of a Japanese in easy circum- | 
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| Dish-Prying Is a 

Picnic With These 

More fun than a picnic . . . dry- 
ing dishes with these cross-stitched 

Put color into them with 

Here's 

pick-up work that fairly flies for 
motif’'s in 8-to-the-inch 
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Pattern 5858 
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(coins preferred) for this pattern 
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New York, N. Y. 
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MALARIA 
in three days 666 i 

first day LIQUID, TABLETS 
SALVE, NOSE DRoPs Headache, 30 minutes. 

Try “Rub-My-Tism” — Worlds Best Liniment 

  

S134 LE 
of Health 

Don't Neglect Them! 
ature designed the kidneys to do a 

marvelous job. Their task is to keep the 
flowing 4 stream {ree of an exces of 

tien. The act of living—dife 

roducing  wasle 
remove from 

is to endure. 
seys fall to function as 

Nature intended, there is retention of 

waste that may csuse body.-wide dis 
tress. One may suffer nagging backache, 
persistent headache, attacks of dizzinemm, 
geiting up mights, welling, puffiness 

under the eyes—ieel tired, nervous, oll 
worn out. 

Frequent, scanty or uirafing passAg 
may be further evidence of kidney or 
bladder disturbance. 

The recognized and proper treatment 
ts 8 diuretic medicine Lo help the kidneys 

rid of excess poisonous body waste. 
Doan’s Pills. They have had more 

ware of public approval. Are 
country over. Insist om 
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