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HE increasing popularity of “Hobby
Shows"™ through the country s
bringing into the limelight once
more a type of native literature to

which an older generation of Amer."

lcans looks back with fond memo-
ries. For nearly all such exhibi-
tions display examples of the little
yellow-backed books which the boys
of yesteryear gead In secret with
avid Interest, their enjoyment

4 heightened by the almost-certain
knewledge that discovery meant a stern “What's
this! . . . Reading a dime novel!!1!...” from
disapproving parent or teacher.

Those of a later generation who get thelr
vicarious thrills from watching movie melo-
dramas or listening to radio murder mysteries,
are likely to be scornful of the blood-and-thunder
heroes whose desperate deeds and hairbreadth
escapes so enthralled Dad. “Aw, bunk!" they
say, “lI betcha there never was any such fella
as Daredeath Dick, the King of the Cowboys,
or Captain Cool Blade, the Man-Shark of the
Mississippi I”

Maybe not! But ask Dad fbout some of the
other dime novel heroes. . . .

Didn’t he smuggle a copy of “Buffalo Bill. The
Jorder King” up to bed with him one night and
there, by the dim light of the old coal-oll lamp,
read how “with oge leap the Border King sprang
up behind his disguised pard, back to back, and
opened fire with his trusty revolvers on the yelp-
ing redskins"? And, a few months later, didn't
he go down to the county seat town and with
his own eyes see that same “Border King” enter
the arena of Buffalo Bill's Wild West show, ush-
ered in by a blaring band and the excited yells
of several hundred young Americans like him-
self? That tall, long-haired, buckskin-clad fig-
ure, sitting on his white horse with regal grace—
wasn't he a story-book hero come to life? Yes,
sir!

Despite the fact that many a Bloody Pete and
Dead-Shot Dick and Reckless Ralph existed only
in the fertile imagination of old Erastus F. Bid-
dle's scribblers, some of the characters Immor-
talized in that prolific publisher's “Dime Novels,”
“Half-Dime Library,” “Pocket Novels,” or “Boys
Library” were real pegsons, even though they
never had one-tenth of the adventures ascribed
to them. Chief among tiem, of course, was this
same “Border King.”

William Frederick Cody, youthful gulde for
army officers In Kansas in 186667 and hunter
who supplied meat for bullders of the Kansas
Pacific rallroad, may have been dubbed “Buffalo
Bill" by the grateful K. P. workers, or he may
have won that sobriquet In a buffalo-shooting
match with Billy Comstock. But it remalned for
two dime novelists, Edward Zane Carroll Judson,
who wrote under the name of “Ned Buntline,”
and Col. Prentiss Ingraham, to make it world
famous.

Other dime novel heroes who had counterparts
in real life were “Wild BIilL" “California Joe"
“Texas Jack,” “Pawnee Bill,” “Capt. Jack.” "Ar}-
zona Joe,” “Buckskin Sam,” “Roving Joe,” “Fan-
¢y Frank,” "Deadwood Dick, "Diamond Dick.”
“Calamity Jane,” “The Evil Spirit of the Plains”
and “Old Grizzly.”

James Butler Hickok, a native of Illinols, a
soldier and scout In the Union army in Missouri
during the Civil war, Overland stage driver, mar.
shal of roaring Kansas cow towns, gambler and
gunman par excellence, was already famous as
“Wild BHUI” before ever Buntline muitiplied his
adventures tenfold in the little yellow.back books
Even after his assassination in Dendw ood, 8 D.
in 1876, he was still good “copy” for the dime
novelists, as he has been for the more serlous
historians, several of whom have tried to sort
out the fiction from fuct and write authentie
biographies of him In recent years.

However, “Texas Jack” was a name of Bunt
line’'s manufacture for John B. Omohundro, a
native of Virginia who emigrated to Texas be
fore the Civil war, became a mustang-breaker
and rancher, a soldier in the Confederate army
and afterwards a hunter, scout and Indian-fighter
until his death In Leadville, Colo., in 1880,

In 1875 Buntline brought Cody, Hickok and
Omohundro to Chicago, wrote a play, “Scouts of
the Plains” for them in less than four hours
(which prompted tha classic remark of one re
viewer: “One wonders why It took him so long1")
and presented them {n it to the public next day.

The case of “California Joe" is similar to
that of “Wild BUll" In that he was famed under
that name before ever the dime novellsts took
him up. Although one of Ingraham's novels char
acterized him as “The Mysterious Plainsman, An
Unkrown Man, whose real identity, like that of
the ‘Man of the Iron Mask' is still unsolved”
there was no real mystery about his identity.
He was Moses E. Milner, a Kentuckian, who first
erossed the Plains (n the Golden Days of ‘40, was
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(Reproductions of dime novels from the col-
lection of Charles Bragin, Brookiyn, N. Y.)
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a4 miner in Montana and the Pacific Northwest
and for a brief time chief of scouts for Gen
George A. Custer during the campaign of 1867.
68 against the tribes of the Southern Plains. He
also served as a scout and gulde for army officers
in Wyoming and Montana In the 70s, was a pros
pector in the Black Hills gold rush and met the
same fate as his friend, Hickok. Like Wi
Blll" he was shot down from behind by an as
sassin in 1876 just before setting out from the
old Red Cloud agency in Nebraska to guide the
expedition of Gen. Ranald 8. Mackenzie against
the Slotx and Cheyennes

“Pawnee Bill" was Maj). Gordon Lillle, a native
of Illinois, who went to Oklahoma in the early
days as a “Boomer,” was a friend of the Pawnee
Indians, who adopted him into their tribe, was

&

Col. Prentiss Ingraham
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associated for a time with Cody In the Wild
West show business and later had a similar
show of his own. He is still living in Oklahoma
as the prosperous owner of a ranch, famous for
its herd of buffalo.

“Capt. Jack”™ was John \\‘nllm‘e'(,‘rawfnrd. a
native of lIreland, a boy soldier In the Union
Army, a prospector and miner in the Black Hills,
a scout for the army in the Sioux war of 158786
and until his death in 1917 was widely known as
& chautauqua and lyceum lecturer under the
name of “Capt, Jack, the Poet Scout.”

“Arizona Joe" was Joseph Bruce, a noted
frontier character, a miner, Indian fighter and
a close friend of “Texas Jack” Omohundro.
“Calamity Jane” was the nutorious Martha Jane
Canary, a native of Missourl, who, dressed In
men’s clothes, worked as s teamster with Gen.
George Crook's army in the Sloux war of 1878,
was a picturesque figure In the Black Hills gold
rush and later drifted to Montana where she
died In 1903, “Fancy Frank” was Dr. Frank
Powell, who started in life as a newspaper re
porter, studied medicine, had a varled career on
the frontier, was associated with Cody In the
Wild West show In which he was known as
“White Beaver” and the “medicine man of the
Winnebagoes” and ended his carcer in his na.
tive Wisconsin where he was mayor of one town
and a practicing physician in another.

Both “Buckskin Sam” and “Roving Joe” were
somewhat anomalous characters In that they
were both heroes of dime novels and w iters of
such literature. “Buckskin Sam” was Maj). Sam
8. Hall, born on the frontier where he led an
adventurous life before turning his attention to
producing such thrillers as “Double Dan, the
Dastard ; or, The Pirates of the Pecos” and “Ker-
whoop, ke-whoo!; or, The Taruntula of Taos.”
Later he made his home In the East where he,
“a wiry little man," according to one historian,
“occasionally showed his virlle Western man-
hood by going on a shooting rampage at his home
in Wilmington, Delaware.” Joseph E. Badger
was aiso a Westerner who wrote the story of
his life on the frontier, ealling it “Roving Joe"
and signing it “A. H. Post.” Later he
one of Beadle’s star writers under his own name
of Badger,

As for “Deadwood Dick” and *Diamond Dick,”
the “originals™ of both have been legion. But
lhcbm"idonallthlt"ﬂudwoodblck"m
a purely fictitious character, crested by Edward
L. Wheeler, a writer for Beadle and Adams, and
the first “Deadwood Dick™ story appeared in
Beadle's Half-Dime Library in 1878 “It was not
Wheeler's first novel,” says Edmund Pearson In
his book “Dime Novels; or, ¥Fol an Old
Trall in Popular Literature” (Little, and
Company) “but never again in all his list of
alliterations did he ever chance upon a name so
felleitous or a character 8o appealing to his read:
ers as that of Deadwood Dick.”

As early as 1906 an “original” of “Deadwo!

Dick,” a certain Frank Palmer, died in Denver.
In 1920 another “original™ died in Los Angeles—
this time being Richard Bullock, who had been
& guard on the stagecoaches which brought bul
lion out of the Black Hills. In recent years, and
until his death in 1930, a certalp Richard W.
Clark of South Dakota was widely publicized as
the “original of Deadwood Dick.” Says Pearson,
“There is a far-away resemblance between the
pictures of the old frontiersman, aged eighty-
two (in 1928) and the drawings of the young
desperado of the eighties in Mr. Wheeler's sto-
ries. I fancy that this distant resemblance is all
that obtains between the career of Richard Clark
and Deadweood Dick.”

As for “Diamond Dick™—in 1882 Beadle and :
the dandy |
from Denver. A true story of the mines of New |
Mexico™ by Ma). Sam 8. Hall (“Buckskin Sam"). |
But the great popularity of the “Dianmond Dick” i
stories came In the late eighteen niveties and |
early nineteen hundreds, when, according to dime |

Adams published “Diamond Dick,

rcovel experts, this form of literature was begin-

ning to “degenerate” from the virility and red- :
bloodedness (or goryness) which characterized !

the early ones

But in the minds of many people, Dr. Richard |

J. Tanner of Norfolk, Neb. is the “original of

Diamond Dick.” A native of Illinois, he went to !

Nebraska at the age of nineteen, became an ox.

pert with both the rifle and pisto! and after a |
career of 20 years with a circus, where he was !
billed as “Diamond Dick,” he deehied to study |
medicine and retired from the show business. |

For a quarter of a century he concealed his cir

cus ldentity and was known only as a country |
doctor In a Nebraska town. Then In 1925 when |
he took part In an American Legion show in |
Norfolk, the fact that he was the former “Dia- !

mond Dick™ was made known,

*“The Evil Spirit of the Plains” was Dr. Frank |
Carver, a frontiersman and buffalo-bunter (a far |
greater one than Cody, according to some author- |
ities and better entitled to the title of “Buffalo |
BiUL" mainly because of his victory over “Buf- i
falo Jack"—Jack MeCall, the slayer of “Wild |
Bill" Hickok—in a buffalo-shooting conlest) who |

wae for a time associated with Cody in the Wild
West Show business and later, when be and
Cody quarreled, produced his own show.

“Old Grizzly” was one of the most interesting
of all the “originals” of dime novel heroes. He
was James Capon Adams, born near Seneca
Lake, N, Y., who became famous as a bear tamer
because he was accustomed to go about the
country riding on an enormous grizzly bear with
a second simtlar huge benst as a sort of a body.
guard for him. His dime novel fame started in a
book written by his nephew, James Fenimore
Cooper Adams, who was himself later known as
“Bruin” Adams and was the subject of several
dime novels by Col. Prentiss Ingraham.
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A Doctor Knows

And doctors use
a liguid laxative

There's a very good reason why
doctors and hospitals have always
used liquid laxatives! You'd use a
liquid, too, if you knew how much
better it makes you feel.

A liquid laxative can always be
taken in the right amount. You can
gradually reduce the dose. Reduced
dosage s the secret of real and safe
relief from constipation,

Just ask your own doctor about
this. Ask your druggist how popular
liquid laxatives have become, The
right liquid laxative gives the right
kind of help, and the right amount
of help. When the dose 15 repeated,
instead of more each time, you take
less. Until the bowels are moving
regularly and thoroughly without
any help at all.

People who have experienced this
comfort, never return to any form
of help that can’t be regulated! The

. Gltwes

liquid laxative generally used is Dr.
Caldwell's Syrup Pepsin. It con-
tains senna and cascara, and these
are natural laxatives that form no
habit — even in children. Its action
is gentle, but sure. It will relieve &
condition of biliousness or sluggish-
ness without upset. It's the ideal
family laxative because it’s a family
doctor’s prescription, and perfectly
safe and effective for family use.

If you are secking something that
will relieve your occasional upsets
safely and comfortably, try Syrup
Pepsin. Give regulated doses until
Nature restores regularity.

At all drugstores

SYRUP PEPSIN
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Now Relieve Your Cold
“Quick as You Caught It

'. 'T‘:.l:ez BAYER Aspirin T
susre the BAY
Toumrouukm 0

For Amaszingly Fast Results
Remember Directions
in These Simple Pictures

The simple method pictured here is
the way many doctors now treat
colds and the aches and pains colds
bring with them!

It is recognized as a safe, sure,
QUICK way. For it will relieve an
ordiffary cold almost as fast as you
caught it

Ask your doctor about this. And
when you buy, be sure that you get
the real BAYER Aspirin Tablets.
They dissolve (disintegrate) almost
instantly. And thus work almost in-
stantly when you take them. And
for a gargle, Genuine Bayer Aspirin
Tablets disintegrate with speed and
completeness, leaving no irritating
parlicles or grittiness.

BAYER Aspirin prices have been
decisively reduced on all sizes, so
there’s no point now in accepling
other than the real Be:ver article you
want.

PRICES on Genvine Boyer Aspirie
Redicolly Reduced on All Sizes

METROPOLITAN GRAND OPERA

direct from its

New York Stage

3-Hour Broadocast by

LISTERINE

announced by
Geraldine Farrar

. Every Saturday

all NBC stations

Convenience — without added cost

only is the rate low, but
near
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