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Government Agency
Answers Questions

Information Service Called

On by Many for Aid.

Washington.—Established by the na-
tional emergency council in March to
assist Washington visitors to thread
the maze of federal agencies and emer-
gency units, the Urited States infor-
mation service now answers questions
from far and near. Whereas previous-
1y, Inquirers resorted to the trial and
error method, addressing queries to a
particular department, they now have
at hand an information “central” in
close touck with every department, bu-
rean, commission or other federal
agency, says the New York Times,

Directed by Miss Harriet M. Root, a
graduate of Wellesley, a dozen expert
research workers, all women, answer
the queries which come in by personal
call, by telephone and by letter., Not
infrequently one day's mail will bring in
400 letters—each carrying one or more
questions, On a busy day, as many as
200 persons have called at Miss Root's
office seeking general information, or as-
sistance in contacting federal
agency.
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Cover Wide Range.

The queries cover an encyclopedic
range. A New Jersey woman, for ex-
ample, having what
be ambergris in her possession,
where she could find whether It
was genuine. Her was re-
ferred to the bureau of fisheries. Re-
quests for information on divining rods
and buried treasures go to the burean
of mines. A lawyer in New York asked
for a list of all federal
since the establishment of the United
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For ¥ one-third
Charles 8. Ashley,
old, has been mayor of New Ik
Mass., setting what is belleved 1o |
record. He has been elected for
twenty-sevenith term, winning in
close three-cornered race. |
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can find on capital and labor.” 1In due
course, a reply furnished references to
government publications on the subject.

“Does a bullet from a high-powered
rifle actually change its course when
entering water? If it does, why? And
in what direction?” inquired another
correspondent. Here, obviously, was
an opportunity for government ballistic
experts, to whom the query was for-
warded. From a small town came a
request for a check on the source of
certaln statements carried in an article
In a newspaper, And a woman
with potatoes to sell sought the help
of the service In finding the best mar-
ket for them.

Many Personal Questions.

Personal questions are numerous.
The widow of a naval man who was
lost when a ship went down in the
war wanted guidance In preparing a
claim for compensation from the gov-
ernment. Another inquirer sought di-
rections on how to obtain a medal for
a child who had saved a playmate from
drowning. A father asked how he
should go about finding for his son a
billet in the merchant marine. And
whenever former Secretary of War
D. Baker town, the
information service Invariably receives
one or more calls for his Washington
address,
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Bible 300 Years Old
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Shrimp Town Claims

Record for Nickels

Southport, N. C~This on
the tip North
Carolina, claims more H-cent pleces
in per
other place on earth.

Shrimp pickers are paid a nickel
a bucket for all the shrimps they
pick. Each bucketful is pald for a3
soon as it has been filled.

More than $£300 daily ia ni-
necessary to pay them.

From October 1 to November 17
457 net tons of shrimp were shipped
from here,

town,

southeasternmost of

circulation capiia than any
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ODD THINGS AND NEW—By. Lame Bode
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A RIFT IN THE
CLOUDS

By
LEONARD A. BARRETT

That the depression brought to count-
less numbers of persons severe losses,
no one can intelli-

gently deny., We

have seen too much

sorrow not
that an
unmeasurable debt
has and must still
be pald for the de
bacle of the
war., Without
effort to

seriousness
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this strain, a part of

which almost every

person had to bear,

there are certain

blessings which

have come to us, both as a nation and

individuals, which might profitabls

challenge our thought and call forth
our gratitude,
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Whatever we may think of

has

{ the readjustments occurring in our so-

and economic order, are per-
suaded that efforts affecting these re
adjustments are operating in the ab
of bitter hatred or green-eyed
The pronounced attitude in
favor of international peace, especial-
iy by the youth movement in America
is indicative of the dawn of a better
day. Our young people are appealing
to reason rather than the spirit of mob
psychology in settliing their moral and
intellectual problems. The day s gone
when a mere wave of sentiment, call
it by whatever name you will, Is suf-
young man to

we

to persuade a
of war., Our educational system has
not broken down. It has been cur
talled In certain localities, but most of
our schools are still open, and many
of our young people are entering col-
leges in large numbers, indicative of

| tha faet that in this country education
| 1s a permanent and Indestructible as-

set In our national life,

Unlike other countries we have
maintained our Inherent right of re
ligious liberty. Our ch¥irches are still
open. The work may be financially
curtailed but the spiritual appeal has
not been checked. In many localities
it is more real than ever before. Lot
us take courage. These are some of
the rays of light penetrating through
the darkness of the storm.

®©. Weatern Newspaper Union.

New Window Shades for Old

Old window shades that have be
come faded and worn may be renewed
with two conts of paint. A flat wall
paint well-thinned with oil and applied
quickly will effect the transformation.

Use df Brushes

A poor jJob will result If a paint
brush is used for varnishing, regard
less of how thoroughly It is cleaned,
A varnish brush, however, may later
be used for painting.
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A Handsome Corner Treatment in Antiques. The French Chair Has No Central

Back Support and Should Be Handled
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in any
likely to be pushed back and forth
often than If it were In a
prominent place, This wracks the joints
of farnjture unless it is moved with
special caution.

When a chair is heavy as
chair s apt to be, It is hard
be shifted about It is not easy to
move and it seems actually to balk.
But its difficuity of easy manipulation
Is s protection. So place the chair
in some pleasant corner where It will
escape frequent moving, and will be
enjoyed by those who have time to
rest in Its kindly embrace.

Chairs With Delicate Baeks,

Hepplewhite chairs are exquisite in
shape, but since the heart-shaped backs
seidom have central support they
should not be liflted entirely by them.
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World Champion

Viktor ("Viki”) Barna of Paris,
France, is the champlon of the world
at tennis, and has held that
title Tour times He is soon to tour
America playing a of Interna-
tional with MceClure
of Indianapolis, the champion of the
United

table

Rerios

matches Jimmy

States,

in Miniature

G, V. Ancker of Los Angeles has constructed this clever miniature of the
Byrd Antarctic expedition and Little America. The ships Jacob Ruppert and
Bear of Oakiand at anchor in the Bay of Whales, an autogyro, tractor, dog
sleds, whales, seals, penguins and men all are there, and are given motion

by electricity.
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“Dreadiuily 8h understood he
was a home-loving man and now he
wants to tag along with her every-
where she goes,"—Louisville Courier-
Journal,

The Joker

‘Jack Is so eriginal. He says
things to me that nobody else would
dream of saying”

“What lias he been up to
asking you to marry him?"-
st Magazine.
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Taking Medicize
“Where have yon been for the last
four years®™
®At college, taking medicine”
®And did you finally get well?




