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Aaron 

Burr 
By ELMO SCOTT WATSON 

NE HUNDRED AND TWENTY- 
five years ago the eyes of the whole 
nation were turned toward Rich- 
mond, Va. for there was taking 
place one of ie most dramatic 
events in Americ history—what 
has been called “the greatest crim- 
inal frial in American history and 
one of t rials in the an- 

nals of the law.” Nol 

than Aaron Burr, but la ly Vice 
‘resident of the United States. was 

on trial for his life a againet him 
was that of ¢« ting r ich was a 
threat to the sa f i ne person or a 
group of pers he safety of the whole 
nation, the crime 1 

Although Burr was acquitted by what was 
substantially a Scoteh verdict of “not proven, 
my lord,” and historians are still doubtful as to 
whether or not the f: us “Burr Conspiracy” 
was actually a treasonable scheme, the name of 
Aaron Burr has come down in popular belief 
among our “galaxy of scoundrels” second only 
to Benedict Arnold. Whether or not he has been 
assigned such a place Justly or unjustly is a 
matter over which again historians disagree, 

In the Presidential election of 1800 Burr and 
Thomas Jefferson, the Democratic-Republican 
candidates, each received 73 electoral votes, a 
tie which threw the election into the house of 
representatives, which was strongly Federalist, 
After balloting for a week, ten votes were cast 
for Jefferson and four for Burr, and under the 
Constitution as it stood then this made Jeffer. 
son President and Burr, Vice President Je. 
cause of political jobbery with the Federalists, 
Burr lost whatever regard the leaders among 
the new party held for him. Then he became 
involved in a bitter struggle for supremacy in 
New York politics and be > of the antagon- 
fsm of Jefferson all the patronage was thrown 
to Burr's rivals, the Clintons and the Living. 
stons. Accordingly he accepte Federalist sup- 
port in the gubernatorial race of 1804. an alll- 
ance which was fought bitterly by Alexander 
Hamilton. The result 18 the defeat of Burr, 
who held Hamilton chief ¥ responsible for his 
humiliation. Then lowed the famous Burr 
Hamilton duel in which Burr's pistols ended the 
great career of Washington's secretary of the 
treasury and made Durr a political and social 
pariah. 

Discredited in the East where he had been 
a leader, Burr turned to the West to recoup 
his fortunes, hoping to capitalize on the unrest 
among the Westerners where talk of disunion 
was rife. Crossing the Alleghenies he arrived 
at Blennerhassett's island in the Ohio river 
where lived Harman Hennerhassett, a wealthy 
Irishman, who had settled there in 1798. To 
Blennerhassett Burr proposed a wild scheme of 
raising an armed force in the Old Southwest, 
driving the Spaniards out of Mexico and estab 
lishing a great southern confederacy composed 
of these conquered Mexican possessions and 
the American territory west of the Alleghenies 
where the sentiment for disunion seemed so 
strong, 

Blennerhassett was enough impressed by 
Burr's scheme to mortgage his vast possessions 
to furnish the necessary money, They also 
hoped to gain the ald of Great Britain in car- 
rying out thelr scheme and, further to Insure 
the success of the plan, Burr won the support 
of General Wilkinson, then governor of Louist- 
ana territory, commander of the United States 
army and “as two-faced a villain as ever served 
the United States government” 

Throughout 1805 and 1806 Burr developed his 
plot which became well known throughout the 
West. The federal authorities, however, seem 
to have been strangely blind to what was tak 
Ing place until at last Wilkinson betrayed the 
scheme to Jefferson who on November 27, 1800, 
Issued a Presidential proclamation calling for 
the arrest of all those Involved, Wilkinson and 
the others, to save their own skins, deserted 
Burr and, In the modern parlance, he was made 
the goat of the whole affair, Attempting to flee, 
Burr was arrested In Alabama and brought 
back to Virginia for trial on the charge of trea. 
son, 

His case was tried In the United States ele 
cuit court sitting at Richmond and never, per 
haps, in American history has there been gath- 
ered together In a courtroom such a galaxy of 
me as assembled In that little room in 
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treason, 
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Thomas Jefferson 

Richmond. John Marshall. chief Justice of the 
Supreme court of the United States presided 
over the trial. Luther Martin and Edmund Ran 
dolph were counsel for the accused and William 
Wirt was counsel for the government, The 
foreman of the grand Jury which brought the 
indictment against Burr was the waspish but 
brilliant John Randolph of Roanoke. And not 
the least of the great figures In this case was 
Burr's charming daughter, Theodosia, of tragie 
fame later, 

Although Aaron Burr was upon trial on the 
most serious charge which ean be placed against 
the citizen of a country, in reality he was little 
more than a pawn in what was at the time 
regarded as a test of strength between the Re. 
publican President Jefferson and the Federalist 
Chief Justice Marshall, The trial lasted from 
March 27 to September 7. 1807, and the full 
story of the legal maneuvers executed by the 
two clashing forces would require a book for 
the telling. 

Under the Constitution, treason against the 
United States consists “only in levying war 
against them, or In adhering to their enemies, 
giving them ald and comfort” and no person 
may be convicted of It “unless on the testimony 
of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on 
confession In open court.” The crux of the whole 
case against Burr was whether or not on a cer. 
tain date (December 10, 1806) Burr had actual 
ly “levied war against the United States” by 
assembling an armed force on Blennerhassett's 
Island and on the day following had set in mo- 
tion this same armed force in an expedition 
against the City of New Orleans, 

The prosecution produced a geries of wit 
nesses, mainly servants of Blennerhassett, to 
prove this point, Then it announced Its inten. 
tion of introducing evidence to show Burr's 
connection with the assemblage on the island, 
whereupon the defense sprang a surprise which 
turned the tide In Burr's favor, Developing the 
fact that on the night of December 10 Burr had 
not been present at the island, but had been 200 
miles away In Kentucky, they contended that 
under the Constitution the assemblage on Blen- 

  
Randolph 

nerhassett’s island could not be regarded as 
his act, even granting that he had advised it, 
for, said they, advising war is one thing but 
levying it is quite another. If this interpretation 
was correct, then no overt act of levying war, 
either within the jurisdiction of the court or 
stated In the Indictment, had beet or could be 
shown against Burr. 

Next Chief Justice Marshall handed down an 
opinion accepting virtually the contention of 
urr's attrneys and when the prosecution was 

unable to produce two witnesses who had actual. 
ly seen Burr procure the assemblage on the is 
land, it allowed the case to go to the Jury. 

Shortly thereafter the following verdict was 
returned: “We of the jury say that Aaron Burr 
is not proved to be guilty under this Indictment 
by any evidence submitted to us. We therefore 
find him not guilty.” At the order of the chief 
Justice this Scotch verdict was entered on the 
records of the court as a simple “not guilty.” 

Acquitted, Burr became an exile and an out 
cast, The man who came within one vote of be 
Ing President of the United States wandered 
about Europe for four years, borrowing small 
amounts, attempting dubious promotions, urg: 
ing the French to seize Louisiana in 1810, and 
finally returning to his own land with a false 
wig and whiskers, Shortly after his arrival he 
encountered the breaking of the one tie that 
held him to the earth when his beloved Theo 
dosia, who had stood by him when the whole 
world seemed to have turned against him took 
ship from the South to meet him in New York. 
The ship on which she sailed never reached 
port and what her fate was is to this day an 
unsolved mystery. One of the most tragic ple 
tures In all American history is that of the 
broken, disgraced Aaron Burr, a devoted fa. 
ther whatever else “he may have been, going 
down to the battery every day for years, search. 
Ing the horizon for the sail of a ship which 
hever came-—the ship bringing back to him his 
long-lost daughter. And then as a final touch 
to an fll.-fated career was his unfortunate mar. 
riage to the famous Madame Jumel who divorced 
him on the day he died, 
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CITY OF MYSTERY | 
FOUND IN MEXICO 

Old Teotihuacan Puzzle to 
Archeologists. 
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Mercolized Wax 
Keeps Skin Young 
Clot an ounce and use ss directed, Vine portheles of apnd 
win peel off until all defects suok as phoples. liver 
epote, tan and freckles dissppesr. Bilin is then soft snd velvety, ¥ our aes looks yesre young | Wax brings out the hidden besuty of your skin. Te femove wrinkdes use uns ounes Powdered Fanclite 

| dissolved in cos-ball pies witeh based, At drug stores, 

| BALESMEN, handle fast sell 
The ruins of a might sity are sit 

uated 20 miles north of Mexico City, | 
on the Vera Cruz rallway. Thes| 
are all that is left of 1 eotihuacan, | 
one of the chief centers of Toltee or! 
pre-Aztee elvilization, 

Various conjectures have 
made as to the date of its foumla 
tion, some ascribing It to the time | 
of the Tolonaes, others to that of | 
the fourth of the nine mysterions 
kings of the Toltecs. The founda | 
tions of this ancient city have al 
circumference of 20 miles, and the 
two chief temples of the place, the 
pyramidr dedicated to the wor ship | 
of Tonatiuh and Metztli, the Sun and | 
the Moon, are still extant. 
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KODAK Films Developed; 8 glossy prints 
201 ritits 24 and 2 Pil Gim i repr Sart 
PHOTO BERVICE, Dept 2, Kingston Mass 
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Leading the Leader Back 
Grover Whalen former official 

York, was talking 
to a New York reporter (bout Rus 
sin, 

“Russel: hin! $ 8 poling to 
lead the world” he gs I, “Well Hus 

sia In the end w» 

in the anecdote. 

f 
statue of the 

Was covered with a 

ished gold. This gol 

wis intended to og 

of the rising sun so tha 

should shine 

fch the 

that there are many 

plow in Teotihuacan 

the whole of the Epace 

borders of the city was overls 

three successive lnyers of 
floors, for what reason it 

gible to say: again, n yriads of 
clay heads, some of which are clear. i 
ly imitations of the prevailing types 
of natives, have been fur 

the plow 
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Japanese 
Corn File 
for quick 
relief, 

A Soft, Clear Skin 
gives Lear and freshness 

to your wxion., Use this 

ciiet, bath and 
¥ 

N'S 
SULPHUR S0 

Contsics 
33% per cent 

Hill's 4 ure Sulpher Hair Dye, “00. Pure Selphy 

Black and i 
Brown, 50¢ 
  

Makes Water Run 

United States 
Uphill 
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No need to spend restless, sioepiess 
nights. Irritation quickly relieved and 
rest assured by using the remedy that 
has helped thousands of sufferers. 
23 cents and $1.00 at druggists. 
If unable to obtain, write direct to 
NORTHROP & LYMAN CO., inc. 

Buffalo, New York 
Send for free sample, 

  

High-Class Occupation 
“What are you doing now 

| bo? 
ned up by | “Ab is a diamond cutter ™ 

Jackals are wild dogs of the Old | iy. 
world of several species particular 
ly Canis aureus of southeastern Eu 
rope, southern Asia and northern | 
Africa. They are smaller. us 
more yellowish and hunt in pack 

Jackals fee ArTion ane night 

on small animals, includin poultry 
They frequently devour the carcass 
of large animals killed by lions and { 
are fy 

bers in lion country. 

quently seen in large num 

Jackals can be 
famed and by some are believed to 
be progenitors of domestic dogs 

Saving Billions 
A saving of ten cents a day in the 

food bills of all the city dwellers in 
America is predicted by statistical 
experts of the Country liome as a 
result of certain agricultural econ 
omies now being begun. The sav. 
ing will amount to a national total 
of §2,500.000,000 every year without 
reducing anybady's diet by so much 
ns a radish, 

  
  Gentle Influence 

“Dq you think going into politics 
improves a man's disposition?” 

“Well, “t any rate, e is obliged 
to look pleasant often cnough to 
have his picture taken for campaign 
purposes.” Boston Transcript.   Majorities are sometimes wrong 
and minorities nearly always are. 

Modern Psalm 
“What did pou learn in Sund 

chool today, ar?” 

“The Lord is 

  

  

      

Felt Terribly Nervous 
Fagged out . . . always melancholy and 
bluc. She should take Lydia E. Pink- 
bham’s Ve le Compound. Its tonic 
action builds up the system. Try ic. 

i W. N. U, BALTIMORE, NO. 37.1932, 
  

The Law Gets Its Man 
Jones—1 fired at the thug, but 1 

guess he got away. 
Policeman—Have you a license to 

CATTY A gun? 
Jones-No, officer. 
Policeman—Then come along with 

me, 

THE HOTEL MONTCLAIR 
LexiNcTon AVENUE, 49TH TO 50TH Streers, New York 

800 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
Every Room with BATH and Free RADIO 

Single Rooms from $3.00 per Day 
Double Rooms from $4.00 

Short wall; from Grand Control and B. & O, 
Motor Coach Sea, 10 Min Tari to Penn Sen, 
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Notable Restanrant 

HE: Serving American Home Cooking 

mi OSCAR W. RICHARDS, Menage 
:  


