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veled at the daring of the
id marveling, 1 was filled with
admiration. “Simon Bolivar must de
pend upon you greatly, Senor,” 1 sald

Frane “He has effered
me that honor, and you may
rest assured that nothing shall swerve
me from my service to him and, through
him, my service to Venezuela. One
life, Senor, or a score of lives, shall
not stand In my way. We brought you
alive to this ship Instead of killing you
as we should have done because I har-
bored & faint hope that a man of your
courage might see his way clear to
aid us, but as you cannot offer service
I shall see to it that you do not inter-
fere”

“I think, of the two of us, Francisco,
the charge of madness should not be
Iald against me!™

The days went by, slowly enough,
while the Santa Lucrecia skimmed the
quiet waters of the Gulf, and my head

enled, and the face of Santinl became
less like that of a gargoyle,

We touched at Vera Cruz, where a
letter I had written to my father and
mother was posted, a letter telling
them that I had gone to Venezuela
with friends, and would return to New
Orleans at a later date. This, I knew,
would relieve their worry over my
non-arrival from France,

At Coatzacoalcos, in the tranquil
harbor of which we spent a night, the
wily Francisco offered me a chance to
escape, but, having experienced a
change of heart, I refused to take ad-
vantage of it, for I had heard a volice

sco bowed

signal
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in the night—a volce as cléar and as
pure as the note of a mockin,, vird
It brought back to me remembrance
of all the mad things of that wild
New Orleans night, That voice had
transformed the Ranta Lucrecia from
a prison ship Into a paradise,

As the days and nights went by I
listened for her footsteps on the after-
deck; I pletured agaln and again the
exquisite face In its frame of dark
curls, the soft curve of her cheek, the
sweetly pointed chin, and I lost my-
self In the immeasurable depths of
eyes tnat could change to purple the
sllver glory of moonlight,

One night I heard her voice lifted
in an old French song that I knew and
loved, and one that my mother used
to sing,

Francisco and Santini out, I
tried the door and found, to my great
surprise, that it was unsecured, for
they had been in the habit of locking
me in. I slipped out, my heart thud-
ding In my throat, and the
proteeting shadow of the mizzenmast,
crouched, listening, looking.

Scarce thirty feet away
the starboard after-rail, a
golden-tan mantilla over her hair and
across her slim shoulders. Her face
was raised toward the stars, and the
musie that came from her lips
such as [ had always imagined
angels might produce,

A slim boy, Polito, near her,
and on her right the massive
figure that I had last seen dressed as
Charles V. One of his arms was
strapped against his side. His rasp
ing volee broke into the middle of the
melody: “Why do you sing in French,
Carisima ; is not the Spanish language
sufficient ?"

“No language, 'Dolfo, Is suffi-
cient for a night like this, Every lan-
guage has its own love sengs, never
does a translation quite suflice.”

I found myself laughing softly In
the gloom. She would sing a love
song In French to her Spanish lover!
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Even Polito was laughing now. *“Adol-
fo,” he said In gentle raillery, “console
thyself that she does not sing in Eng-
lish, which might bring to her mind
the moon-madness of that tall Amerl.
¢ano with the fair hair and the clever
wrist.™
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Francisco emitted a shrill
and figures, running swiftly,
from the gloom, 1 dashed townrd the
milling group, caught sight of San.
tini, with a knife upraised, and threw
myself upon him, The evil blade elat-
tered to the deck and the soldier
turned to face me. He rasped a bitter
onth, swinging his fists the while,
which erashed against the side of my
head and filled the heavens with shoot.
ing stars. Before Santini could strike

whistle,
emerged

again the lithe form of Polito Inter-
vened, He threw his slim body like a
lance at the soldier's throat and the
two went down, a grotesque figure of
writhing arms and legs,

Now 1 saw the dark Manuel, a pistol
is his hand and his mouth open in an
expectant grin, Before he could raise
the weapon I closed his mouth with a
driving fist, behind which I had put all
the power of my muscles,

With the sallors pressing
us I turned to find Francisco.
was no enmity In his eyes,
made no move to attack me,
cisco,” I sald In one of those sudden,
unaccountable hushes that every bat.
tle, large or small, will develop, “vou
have committed a blunder.”

Trembling hands ecaught arm
and whirled me around. The Senorita
Lamartina on tiptoe, and her
pale face was less than inches
from my eyves,

“Your—Your Malesty™
“Uother of G
“the moon-wralith!”

. - s B L -

around

There
and he
“Fran-

grave
my

raised

elght

I faltered

d," she whispered,

filled the half
le with a
hent

bonds that
me cruelly held my arms and legs

thoughts of Injustice filled

A western
of my

1 11
u Sti,

sun upper

lurid

tiny cubl g
presagir

":l:x‘-',
oppressive

storm--bore upon me ; cui
and
black my
brain,

I had fought

and I had
Was this the Spaniard’s idea of grail-
tude ; could the heart of
Adolfo de Fuentes perverted a
sense of right and wrong, in his slan
of life so poor a picture of sportsman
Ah, 1 was to learn many things
about the Spaniards
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Now a bit of Francisco's patriotism
touched me, 8o that I refrained, for
the moment, from telling her that 1
had spurned the offer of the revolu-
tionists, “The rebel of today, Your
Majesty, may be tomorrow's liberator,
Do you not know that, already, they
are calling this Bolivar the Washing
ton of South America?”

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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Women’s Hands Larger Than Ancestors’

The hands of the women of today
~are they larger than the hands of
their grandmothers? There is no ex.
position of old-style costume, says the
Matin of Paris, which does not reveal,
at least by the diminutive gloves,
the exquisite smallness of our feml-
nine predecessors, both living and ex-
tinet. Few women of this generation,
moreover, are able to wear the wed.
ding rings, the other rings or brace-
lets of thelr ancestors,

One is able to conclude, certainly,
that these souvenirs of the past were
chosen In accordance with the fashion
and requirement, and not merely curi-
ous legncies left to us as something
most precious and most rare,

It would be only honesty, rather, to
navow that the activity of modern

women has done away with much of
the delicate slenderness of former
times. The hand which controls the
fiying machine and which wields the
racket and the oar cannot, of course.
remain as small and graceful as the
one which had but to hold a handker-
chief of lace.

Mortality Facts
The years In which the greatest mor-
tality rates occur are from birth te
one year of age. This period is high-
est until seventy-eight yenrs of age,
when, of course, the rate Is very high.

The Smart Sex
We all know womenn who are smart-
er than most men~Woman's Home
Companion,
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Statesmen at London Conference Try to Pull Germany
Out of Financial Morass—President
Hoover Offers Plan.

By EDWARD W. PICKARD
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that insecurity for one state
insecurity for all, and the idea of
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\. HILE statesmen
in London were
trying to reach con-
clusions that might
result in the complete
abandonment of the
projected Austro-Ger-
man customs union
by the German gov-
ernment, the World
court in The Hague
opened a hearing on
the proposal that has
been so dear to the
hearts of the officials
in Berlin,

Before the court took up the case
President Adatel of Japan installed
Judges de Bustamente of Cuba and
Wang of China, who were not presest
at the last session,

After this ‘preliminary, the full
court, including Frank B. Kellogg of
the United States, began the hearing,
with the governments of Germany,
Austria, France, ltaly and Czecho-Slo-
vikia as parties to the case. 'They
were represented by an army  of
ngdénts, counsels, advocates, and as-
sistants, The Austrian agent, Prof.
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state senator, prominent in highway
affairs, informed Governor Sterling
that he considered the Texas execu-
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sending rangers to block the Denison
free bridge. *“The bridge was closed
by a federal iInjunction and Keeping
it closed was a matter for federal of-
ficers,” Loy said
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BAD weather condi-
tions marred the
1031 national balloon
elimination race
which started at Ak-
ron, Ohio, and the
contest was decldedly
unsatisfactory. First
fMace was won by the
United States navy
bag which was pi-
loted by Lieuts. T. G.
M. Settle and Wilfred
Bushnell, Second
place ‘went to the
Goodyear-Zeppelin Goodyear VI, pl
loted by Frank Trotter, and third hon-
ors to the W, J. R of Detroit, guided
by Ed J. il and Arthur Schlosser,

The navy balloon landed at Marilla,
N. Y, after covering a distance of
215 miles. The Goodyear came to
carth about two hours later at Stew
ensville, Ont.,, 100 miles frow her
starting point, while the W. J. R. came
down at Wesleyville, Pa. near Erie,
after covering only 115 miles

Lieut. Bush.
nell

The army balloon No. 1, plioted by
Capt. Karl 8, Axtater and Lieut. H,
8. Couch, had to cover only about
80 milos to take fourth place in the
contest, This bag came down at Cus-
tards, Pa., after runing Into a storm.
The same storm forced down L. P.
Furculow and John Rieker, the Akron
balloon pilots, who landed four miles
north of Raveuna to take fifth place
after traveling only about 20 miles,

A second army balloon, plloted by
Lieuts, Edgar Fogesonger and John
A. Tarro, was last, with a flight ot
only 80 minutes. It covered only 12
miles before coming down., As a re
sult of the contest, the navy and
Goodyear balloons will represent the
United States along with W. T. Van
Orman of Akron
Gordon Bennett

" ) frite
in the int«
race,
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The price having dropped to 25

a bushel or even in the

west, the are using their
grain in ways heretofore unknown, In
the Texas panhandie it is accepted as
admissions to theaters, and by
tists and newspapers in lieu of cash,
Many of the southwestern farmers are
feeding wheat to pouitry, cattle and
hogs and using it for fuel. A juidge
in Dodge City, Kan,, offers to marry
couples for ten bushels of the grain,
and In several cities motor companies
take it In exchange for used cars at
the rate of 50 cents a bushel

defense of
lower South-

growers

den-

YNDICALISTS are causing a lot of

trouble in Spain, and it is a ques
whether the new republic will be abla
to survive. Riotous demonstrations in
Seville resulted in the death of nearly
a score of persons, and martial law
was proclaimed there.

It was predicted that when the as
sembly was formally constituted the
cabinet would resign  immediately,
that Alcala Zamora would be elected
president and that bhe would summon
either Manuel Azana, present war
minister. or Alejandro Derroux, for
e¢ign minister, to the premiership,

The proclamation declaring martial
law in Seville set forth that troops
would fire on the slightest warning
and that, therefore, residents had
best keep off the sireels and out of
baiconies. Resistance to the wilitary
will resull in immediate court-mare
tial, The troops were otdered to use
heavy artillery to destroy houses from
which sniping has been going on,
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