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O THE druggist, what happened
one motionless July evening, on
one of those streets of lower

New York that after dark,
whether merited or not, take on a sin-
ister gloom, while by no means routine
wis nonetheless not without frequent
precedent in the many
shopkeeping,

He knew the ear-marks so
The strangely lit the smeared
palior, the elaborate manner of asking
for rat poison. In the case of the girl
with the strawberry-colored hair and
the pitiful lower lip with a tiny mole
that looked llke a court plaster beau-
ty spot, it was much the same as
usual, except that she was so young.
Not over sixteen, if the druggist was
any judge, and be flattered himself
that he was.

The thing to do In these cases was
not to Interfere; to interfere was to
invite desperate and frightened recoll,
There was a little shelf In the store
for just such emergency. Neat little
phials of barley water duly labeled
“poison.” In this wise, chances were
the subject would have time to re
cover from the mental abberration and
in all probability not repeat the at
tempt at self-destruction.

That had been the druggist's experi
ence where he bad been in a
to follow up the case, I.n
Just drifted out of si
¢o he thrust on :fm‘
to his intuition, whi
gauge the results,

OUn one or two ocen

ate.)

years of his

well.
eyes,

position

usually they

it

Sabiim
Hiator

druggist
Sln»u;

'8 convic
ishly out
In any event, hin
regard the matter that way. t as-
suaged his unease of mind

The sixteen-year-old girl with the
strawberry hair had sturned, but
in the odd times hi ed hack
to her after the
had leaned
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than that of the new fangled depart
regime had over

taken the corner druggist,
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And even down there on t
by-street, tidings of this 1
spread among physicians to whom the
filled prescr meant
Motor cars that seldom, If
frequented that part of town
swooped now with frequeney into the
st's street. His shop became a
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much.
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Curiously and against the
tendency of the modern youth, the son
had returned to fit himself :'.';‘h en
and valor for the
in the old shop.
years after his
state college, he
tically ecarrying alone the Increasing
responsibiiities of the drug store.
Meanwhile of course the neighborhood
had changed, becoming in a way even
more remote and even
in its implication,

Varfous the opportunities that had
come and the offers from doctors to
help finance the removal of the shop
to a more likely part of town, but the
old druggist, half bed-ridden now, was
querulous when approached on the
subject, and for one reason or another
his son, twenty-nine past, of steady
caliber, and his father’'s passionate
pride, did not urge it.

After all, the store was the old gen-
tleman's life and work. It was he
who had created it out of pennies;
aurtured it, tended it In infancy and
seen it flourish with the years, The
world might well be sald to have
beaten a pathway to the door of the
little shop. It was because of his in-
tegrity that doctors with national and
international reputstions recommend-
ed It to their patients, and once galned,
a customer remalined,

No, this was scarcely the time to
eross a bedridden old man In his de-
gire for the stabilization of his life
work. .

Not that it was a strenuous or tor-
mented old age into which he had en-
tered. The little rooms above the
shop where he had dwelt the twenty-
elght years following the death of his
wife were snug to him as the prover-
bial bug in its rug. Reace and pride
ruled here; the peace of honest
achiev®mnent and high pride In a son
whose Ideals were the Ideals of the
father and whose youth stood aside

modern

insm cause of
graduation

from the was prac-

more sinister

in deference
age,

Some day, naturally,
blossom out into a new
terprise,

to the conservatism of

the boy would
and wider en-
It was right that he should.
He had the ability, the nm‘nmnh
the ambition. But while thé father
lived, there he remained in the shop,
right-hand to the business, righit-hand
to the parent,

And of course, along about the time
the older man began to feel upon him-
self the Shadow, there began to move
across his mind torments, fears, heart-
aches, even terror for the future of
this boy. There something so
naive and trusting and ahout
this son. His wenkness In the
affairs of business was his tendency to
take every one at his word,

Such a youth would fall easlly and
readily Into the hands of any woman
who desired him sufliciently, anpd at
twenty-nine there was dignity té this
fellow, fine clarity of and brow
and a naive quality him
added attraction.

With the old gentleman standing
by to add his pinch of cynicism when-
ever necessary, all that was well and
good. The boy had had his threats
of pitfalls and come out unstathed.
It was the aftermath the father dread-
ed. What about after he had passed
on?

It therefore became almost a secret
with him. What about this
boy's future? A woman could break
or make him, What untold relief to
see this boy settled in life before . . .

Intuitive always, the old man
watched for signs. The reticence of
thoughts—there was
that. The absorption In
the many charming young women who
come into the shop—not a suggestion
of personal interest
telephone’s unexplained demands that
might suggest a hidden sweetheart—

there were no clews there to indicate
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simple
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eye

that gave
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secret
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a preparation for the inevitable,
Countless times he attempted to
broach the subject but the
have none of it. Not interested in
women ! Vhy must father g on the
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would
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Native African Houses
The native of Kirdi-Massa,
west coast of Africa,
of a stiff clay much
used by Mexicans and Indians,
is poured over a framework of slender
wooden poles used as reinforcements,
and allowed to dry In the sun. The de-
sign I8 worked on with a erude trowel-
like tool while the mud is moist,
The houses look like huge anthills,
with only an inadequate opening for
n door In the side and a small round
chimney hole at the top to admit light
and air. The design on the outside Is
often elaborate and worked out with
the greatest pains, for it serves to
identify the owner of the hut.

on the

Lightest Known Gases

One cuble foot of hydrogen under
ordinary conditions will {ift 071
pound, One cuble foot of helium gas
will lift 006 pound. These are the
lightest gases known and practically
the only ones used for balloons, It is
stated that the government shellum
plant in ’I‘Mﬂ-i can produce helium at
about §12 xn-r thousand cuble feet, or
at a litile more than twice the cost of
hydrogen. Hydrogen 38 inflammable
while helium Is not. While heated
gases and smoke have s Tendency to
rise, thelr Hfting power will depend
on thelr specific mvuy gnd oun the
tempercture,
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Across an
Arabian Desert

A Negro Family In the Outskirts of Jidda, Arabia.

(Prepared by the Nationsl Geographle
Soclety, Washington, D, C)

NE of the most outstanding ex-
plorations of recent years out-
side the Polar regions was
made recently when Bertram
Thomas, British traveler, journeyed
from south to north across the Roba el
Khall desert of southeastern Arabia,
in area never before penetrated by a
Westerner, The world's geographers
and map-makers knew nothing what-
ever of the Roba el Khall even by re-
ports from natl f Is doubtful

ves, for it
whether Arabs have been able to pene

(e was dis

hern desert covers
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costal strip under British protection,

o8 the desert on the south. The

crescent-shaped inde

Oman, also al

around the
edges of the desert,

Both nature and man have guarded
the Roba el Khall against explorers,
Mountains rim it on the east and south
and secondary deserts hem It on the
Jefore the main part of the
desert—the

tonet
pendent state of
territory,

and southeastern

a const curves

enstern

vast waste cov-
ered with sand dunes—can be reached,
a six-day Journey must be made—in
the south and east, ak least—over an
almost sterile sandstone steppe. Wa-
are hardly anywhere In
reach for a final dash into the sandy
desert.,

All around
desert area

the outer rim of the
are tribes that have had
contact with outside

civillzation, and that are even inde-

pendent of control from the nearest

states, They guard thelr few wells
and water holes jealously and In most

| cases look upon travelers from the out-
| slde world as meddiesome trespassers
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Physical Characteristics.

In physical character, flora, and
fauna, Arabia as a wheole Is more like
Afriea than Asia. In shape, It Is al-
triangle, and it runs from

degrees 45 minutes north
latitude and between 32 degrees 30
minutes and 00 degrees east longitude.
It 1s hounded on the east, south, and

| west by the Persian gulf, the Arablan

sen, and the Red sea respectively; on
the north It Joins Syria. As Josephus
of old wrote, “Arabia I8 a country that
joins on Judea.” And Roman geog-
raphers drew a map of Arabia that in-
cluded Mesopotamia and the Syrian
desert back of Palestine.

The length of the peninsula from the
head of the Gulf of Akabah to the
Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb, near Aden,
f8 abont 1300 miles: Its greatest
breadth, In latitude 28 degrees north,
from the Red sea coast on the west to
Ras-al-Hadd on the east, 1s about 1,500
miles,

As one salls along the Red sen
const of Arabla, with the low--2000
feet high—dry and barren mountains
lying just back of sandy, empty strips
of country, he is reminded of the Pa-
cifie side of Lower California above
Cape San Lucas. Many small {slands,
bot and dry and uninhabited except

| for half-wild bands of tramp fisher
men, dot-the map along this
One of these, called near the
mouth of Bab-el-Mandeb straits, is oe-
cupied by a Dritish

The

coast,
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gurrison,
southeastern coast,
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thrust up fron
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Three Important Provinces.
Along the Red ses oast lle three

aortant in

life Is spread
wadis (val-
nished busi.

},n sides the

ric ?1

ness”

friendly palm, such trees as the syca-
more, almond,
the “gum
long list of

scattered up

(‘ estnut, ;uﬂnsv;’?f;h;,’l‘.
the acacias, and a
h?;r'x‘m are

nmf
and down the peninsula,
Then there Is the “samh”™
plant of the Arabs; its smalil
grain they make a porridge ealled
gamh, the national breakfast food or
Arabla,

Jut, with the exception of
Arabia produces few crops of any Im-
portance, limited
quantities, comes from Yemen., Millet,
barley, and wheat are all grown, but
owing to drought the crop 1s small and
restricted to limited areas
water and soil permit,
ns rirv- melona, gourds, cucumbers,
cabbage, gariic, and onjons are ralsed.

The lnmzm filz, the banana, the

bushes

or oatmeal
from

dates,

Good coffee, In

conut, and the betel nut are also grown
In Nejd.
Crude Agriculture.

Agricalture Is crude, like that of onr
old American Indians, A crooked
stick scratches the ground, and seed
is broadcast by hand. Such arts ns
fertilizing, rotating crops, pruning, and
cultivating receive scant considera-
tion. Hand sickles are used for reap-
ing:; oxen tread out the grain, and It
{s winnowed by being thrown into the
breeze, In brief, Arabia’s agriculture
is almost nil—barely sufficient to fur
nish a meager supply of food to the
gparse population,

A pecullarly drablooking desert
grouse called “kata” lves on fthe
edges of desert wastes, When fright.
ened they alight on the sand and
spraw! out to hide, their color blend-
ing with the sand so perfectly as to
render them unnoticeable to & man
standing a few yards away.

Eagles, vultures, bustards, and vari-
ous hawks, to say nothing of the
awkward old ostrich, are . common
enough,

Except for the lizard family, reptiles
are rare, and no poisonous snnkes, save
the “afal” and the “rukin,” both of
the viper family, are found In all
Arabia. There are no scorplons, how-
ever, and centipedes; and in old
houses on the west coast a very dan-
gerous spider (“Abu Hanekin") makes
ilite miserable for the Arab tired busi
ness man, ;
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TALES...
of the TRIBES

By EDITHA L. WATSON

The Dakota (Sioux)
ideal Indian-superb of phy-
mentally keen and alert, and
with a high stand-
ard of morals—is
best typified by
the Dakota,
known as
Sloux.,
This
[n-n‘,]‘-
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and here they
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The Dakota was not exactly a con-
federation, yet it was made up of sev-
en council fires, consisting of eight di-
visions, each of which Is well-known
In history-—-and with reason.
I'rv-m their first nwni’-m in the Jesuit
Relations of 1640, the Sioux tribes have
!w«n liberally Included in accounts of
the country licient fighters,
who feare wthing, pt ac the

lains

good

Iross
like prairi ires, as brill
ns destructive,

in those

ups
what
Litt
ons (w

» intimate o«
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and SO0

other band) tried
nesota,
were
which severa
ticipated. So
were com-
mitted by Indians at this time,

However, not all the Sioux were so
malignant. It was a Yankton chief
who warned the Minnesolans of the
uprising, and

ves therehy,

5.(«'.\
the

'
saved hun-
is of |
discovered in the
miners who crowded
precipitated a

When gold was
Black Hills the
into Sloux territory
fierce outhreak. We cannot blame the
Sioux for resenting the Iinvasion of
these uncouth and consciraceless men,
for the good of the growing
they had to be subduoed. Al-
the final battie of this period was
famous “last stand” on the
Little Bighorn, June 15, 1876, which

post

in the history of the West., Sitting
Bull, Hunkpapa chief, was the medi-
c¢ine man of the Indians on this ocea-
sion,

The so-called Sioux uprising of 1800,
during which Sitting Buall evas killed,
was the result of the "Ghost Dance”
excitement. It is alleged that the In-
dian sgents on the Sioux reservation
were utterly incompetent, and the lack
of promised rations, a serious matter
for people accustomed to rove as they
would to provide for themselves, was
perhaps the underiying cause of the
outbreak. Hunger and fear are very
real sensations, and when In their
trouble the Sioux heard that a revela-
tion had been given, their excitement
led to the outbreak.

This revelation from the God of the
red men foretold a new dispensation,
when the whites would be driven out,
and the Indians would attain their for-
mer status, The songs and dances
which the prophet gave induced a
hypnotie condition, and in these
trances the Sioux became once more
the magnificent lords of the land.

The awakening was harsh. Sitting
Buall, whose strong personality had im-
bued his tribesmen and kept them In
n fever of unrest, was dead, and Gen,
Nelson A. Miles rode. into the ple-
ture. His was also n strong personal-
ity, and he had trained trofps.at his
back.
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WOMEN: watch your

BOWELS

hat should women do 10 keep their
bov.«h moving freely? A doctor
should know the answer, That is why
pure Syrup Pepsin is so good for
women. It just suits their delicate
organism. It is the prescription of an
old family doctor who has treated
thousands of women patients, and
who made a special study of bowel
troubles.

It is fine for children, 100. They
love its taste. Let them have it every
time their tongues are coated or their
skin is sallow. Dr. Caldwell’s Syrup
Pepsin is made from fresh laxative
herbs, pure pepsin and other harm-
less ingredients.

When you've a sick hvmﬂv'hc,
can't eat, are bihnu_s or sluggish;
and at the times when you are most
apt to be constipated, take a little of
this famous prescription (all drug
stores keep it ready in big bottles),
and you'll know why Dr. Caldwell’s
Syrup Pepsin is the favorite laxative
of over a million women!

Dr. W. B. CaLowewr's

SYRUP PEPSIN

A Doctors Family Laxative

Village Has Radio Clock
Hythe, a lit

aims tf: have

Crite Dr. Pierce's Clinde in Bufale
for free medical gdvice, uing the symptos
blank encicsed in the package of

Dr. Pierce’s
Colden Medical Discovery

Dirty Dig

WORMS SAP A
CHILD’S VERY LIFE

Doee your child grit his
teeth? Pick his nostrils? Have
a disordered stomach? These
are symptoms of worms—
those deadly parasites which
will so quickly ruin a child’s
health.

At the first sign of worms, give
your child Frey's Vermifuge. For 7§
years Frey's Vermifuge has been
America’s safe, vegetable worm med-
icine. Buy it today at your druggist's.

Frey’s Vermifuge
Expels Worms

@

Advice to Bosses’

A good executive doesn't

Initiative: he develops, strengthens
and uses it—Country Home,

suhdue

Primitive Beds
In the time of the Normans chests
and benches were used for beds, The
bedding was kept inside.

Take It or Leave It
Man iIs the opportunity that the
women are always embracing.

There are plenty of people In the
world who think they are wise be-
cause they can ask questions that no
one but a fool ecan answer,




