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By ELMO SCOTT WATSON

Pale tapers glimmer in the sky,
The dead and dying leaves go by;
Dimly across the faded green
Strange shadows, stranger shades,
seen—
the mystle

are

It Is Halloween,

LTHOUGH this writer is no
seventh of a seventh
son and therefore pOsSSess-
ing “second sight” and the
gift of prophecy, he feels
perfectly safe in making a
prediction. It is this:
On the night of October
31 there will unusual
activity among the juvenile population
of the United States of America, Par-
ties of them will gather in houses in
which the decorative scheme will in-
clude grinning jack-o’-lanterns, dry and
yellowed stalks of corn, black cats,
witches et cetera, But the principal
activity will be outdoors rather than
indoors. In the «ties and towns
white-sheeted figures will roam the
streets, and other figures, lacking any
special costume, flit fartively
among the shadows in alleys and back
streets. In the country the roads and
lanes will see more night traflic than
usual and dogs will bark at shadowy
intruders in farm yards.
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The next morning merchants in city
and town will find the front
of their stores decorated with
scrawling lines of white—soap put
there, but not to clean the panes.
Gates will be missing from their
customed places, benches and
will have disappeared, water will be
gushing forth from unguarded taps
and in general there will such a
transposition of any objlect left out-
doors by the careless householder as
to cause one to wonder by what
strange magic have hitherto-inanimate
things come to life. Farmers, finding
wheels missing from their. wagons—
hung, perhaps, high up in a tree, or
even, perhaps, discovering the wagon
ftself perched astride ridgepole
of the district school—will mutter the
same thing that the merchant is mut-
tering under his breath—"The little
heathens !”
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“Pagans™
rather than ‘“‘heathens.” For October
81 is Halloween and on that night
young America is a throw-back to their
pagan
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ancestry of thousands of years
ago. For the boys and girls go
about on Halloween playing pranks
on thelr elders, even though probably
not one out of a hundred knows It, are
simply keeping alive a custom born
in England in the far-off days of the
Druids—with this their
ancestors of ancient abgerved
this custom to keep away or propitiate
evil spirits,
assume the characters of evil
or at
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The origin of Halloween g back
#to the respect and homage paid by an-
clent nations to the sun. The pagans
of those days, whether Egyptian, Greek
or Roman, assigned a place of great
importance in their pantheon to the
sun god, the giver of light and heat
and life. The sun marked out for
them the time of work and the time
of rest; it divided the year into sea-
sons ; it made possibie bounteous crops
of grain and fruits and under its
warming rays flourished all that was
beautiful and splendid and wonderful
on this earth,

So it was only natural that the early
pagan should set aside a day of grief
for the ending of summer when his
beauty and splendor declined under
the frosts and winds of the coming
winter, when the earth fell under the
sgpell of the evil powers and was not
to be free from them again until the
coming of spring. Jut mingled with
this grief over the passing of summer
was the joy which he feit as he be-
held the golden harvest of the autumn
and in his heart he felt a song of
thanksgiving for the ripened grain and
fruit. The deity to whom the Romans
were accustomed to render their
thanks for these gifts was the god-
dess, Pomona, and they were accus-
tomed to set apart October 31 or No-
vember 1 In her honor as a festival
day in which nuts and apples, repre-
senting the winter store of fruits, fig-
ured prominently.

The Celts, the original inhabltants
of the British Isles, worshiped the
spirits of the forests and streams,
Thelr priests, the Druids, held their
rites beneath the great oaks which are
characteristic of that land, since this
tree was held In speclal veneration by
the Celts. The Drulds In time became
skilled prophets In Interpreting the
will of the gods. They kept thelr
sacred lore from the people and hand-
ed it down only among themselves,
They taught that souls were immortal
and that they passed from one body to
another when life became extinet,

On October 81 the Druids taught
that the Lord of Death gathered to
gether the souls of all those who had
died during the year just passed and
assigned to them bodies of the anl-
mals they were to inhabit the coming
twelvemonth, according to their con-
demnation,

Samhain, “summer’s end,” was No-
sember 1 to the Druids. Flocks were
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From this custom, and that of burn
ing a the pra«
delving into the future. In the dying
gles were read omens of
the morrow. Evil spirits that came
out of Samhain in Ireland lived for
the rest of the year In Cruchan (
in Connaught, called the
and.” On this
cave was opened and evil
the form of ‘“copper-colored
came They preyed on
stealing bables from their eribs
ng in thelr place
changelings. These evil spirits had the
reputation of being very cunning and
the peasantry, in order to get rid of
them, and around their evil visitations,
performed various and sundry acts of
propitiation. They boilled egg
in the sight of the changelings, treat-
ed 111 the children left them and did
other weird and strange things,

The Celts placed great store In
tests. Samhain was the great time for
these. Individuals were blindfolded
that they might be the bétter guided
by fate.

In the practice of these supersti-
tions the Celts were not alone. They
were universal over Europe In the
ages previous to the Christian era.
Christianity and the Roman emperors
put them to rout. Augustus forbade
his subjects to be Initiated Into the
Druldicial worship when he occupied
Britain., Tiberius drove the priestly
cult from Gaul and Emperor Claudius
stamped out their belief. The Romans
pursued the Drulds ruthlessly to the
Island of Mona, near Wales, where
they esterminated them at one fell
blow and destroyed their oaks.
Christianity in time succeeded the
Druidieial worship, Onto the old re-
ligion and old festivals were grafted
new names and new customs., The
midsummer festival was dedicated to
8t. John ; Luguasad gave way to Lam-
mas. The berrles of the mountain
ash or rowan tree, which had been
food for Tuatha, “the people of the
goddess Danu,” now served to exorcise
the very spirits In whose honor they
at one time had been eaten.,

All Hallows, or All Saints’ Day, on
the church calendar, was assigned to
November 1. In the beginning it was
celobrated in May, the month in which
Pope Boniface 1V, In 610, consecrated
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Falries come in for
tion in Ireland. Good
hold the Irish heart in
and, go the story runs, St. Patrick was
not immune to their wiles, One lulled
him to sleep before Samhain. These
spirits dwell In grassy mounds and In
streams and on the eve of All Snints’
Day troop forth to work their will on
countryside. To this day one may
hear authentic accounts of the ap
pearance of falries in Ireland and the
necessity of doing certain things in
order to hold their good will.

Scottish Halloween traditions seem
to be more clearly defined and more
purposeful than the Irish ones. There
is a lightness Iin Irish character that
is not to be found In the Seottish,
and for this reason the Scots take
more seriously the traditions in regard
to witches, evil spirits and falries, all
of whom they believe to be abroad on
Halloween.

The Bcotch Invented the idea of
“Samhalnach,” a goblin who comes out
just at “Sambain.” It is he who In Ire
land steals children. The fairies pass
at crossroands, and in the Highlands
whoever took a threelegged stool to
where three cross-roads met, and set
upon it at midnight, would hear the
names of those who would die In a
year. He might bring with him artl-
cles of dress, and as enach name was
pronounced throw one garment to the
falries. They would be 8o pleased by
this gift that they would repeal the
sentence of death,

4@, 1930, Western Newspaper Union.)
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SIR WALTER RALEIGH has
gestored the good repute of many
a pipe. Give that unpopular briar
of yours a thorough cleaning. Fill
it with Sir \Valtcr s smol\mg mix-
ture. Before you've finished thefirst
can, you'll find )oursclfmth a
reformed pipe—a pipe that will
ct admmng ghnccs from your
friends. Sir Walter is a distinctive
blend of fine Burley, skillfully
mellowed to & mildness and fra-
grance that arc hard to cqu.ﬂ, no
matter what pricc you pay.
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Real dyes give
richest colors!

FOR every home use, Diamond
Dyes are the finest you can buy
They contain the highest quahty
anilines that can be prod'zrfd

It's the anilines in Diamond
Dyes that give such soft, bright,
new colors to dresses, drapes,
lingerie. Diamond Dyes are easy
to use. They go on smoothly and
evenly: do not spot or streak;
never give things that re-dy red
look. Just true, even, new mlurn
that keep their dvﬂmh and brilliance
in gpite of wear and washing. 1bc
packages. All drug stores.

Diamond-Dyes

Highest Quality for 50 Years
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New Meodidine Cabinet Botde
FEEN-A-MIRT value 5O¢
DILLARKD'S ASPERGUM
The Right and Zasy Way
to take Aspiria Value 25é
Totel Value 7-1(:
is America’s most Popular
Laxative. P} t, eafe, dependable
pon-habit forming. "Keep it h:')';y in
this attractive economical bottle.
Aspergum is the new and better way
to take mspirin. No bitter tablet to
swallow. Effective in smaller doses for
every aspirin use. At rour druggist'sor
HEALTH PRODUCTS CORPORATION
113 North 13th Strost Newsrk, N. J.

Feen-a-mint

Old Friend In a
New Dress

Lyvoia E. Pixxnaw's
Vecerame CoMrovsp
u now llf( \a'r'i m oOon -
venient, palatable, choo-
olate coated tablets
sacked in small bottles.
5 ach bott )r- _conta ins 70
tablets, or 35 doses. Slip
a botie into your | and-
bzg. Carry your medi-
cine with you.

During the three trying per-
iods of maturity, maternity
and middle this remedy
proves its worth. 98 out of 100
report benefit after taking it.

age,

These tableis are just as ¢ffec-
tive as the liquid,

LydiaE. Pinkhanrs
Vegeuhle Compound
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AllStar * Kitchen-
tesied” Recipe by
Anna B. Seolt,
noted Cooking Editor
of the Philadelphia
Inguirer.

Anna B. Scott’s “ALL STAR” Recipe for

PHILADELPHIA TEA CAKES
is one you get inside every sack of

OLD MEDA

“Kitchen -tested

FLOUR

¢ 15 Betiy Crocker
1‘0 “Kitchen-tested” Recipes

By 12 Leadmg Smrs of American Cookery
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YODAY THEBEST BAKERS ARE MAKING AVARIETY OF DELICIOUS PASTRIES-HAVE YOU TRIED THEM?
——




