| The First Prophet
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By ELMO SCOTT WATSON
HE various tercentenary
celebrations which have
been held in Massachu-
setts this year have re-
vived public Interest in
the historical events of
long ngo, d have
brought again to the
attention of Americans
the names of many men
who are all but forgotten.
has suggested that the
might well round out its
program with one more celebration of
an important event which took place
300 years ago.
would be held next February, for it
was in February, 1631, that a man
named Roger Williams arrived in Bos-
ton from England.

The only trouble with that sugges
tion is that Roger Willlams is a man
whom Massachusetts is little likely to
honor with any special ceremonies,
even though it would seem that after
three centuries had passed all ancient
prejudices should be dispelled and the
harsh judgments of those far-off days
considerably softened. At
might logically draw
sion from these facts:

In 1635 the Great and General Court
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
wrote upon its records the following:

“Whereas, Mr. Roger Williams
of the elders of the chu
hath broached and div
new and dangerous
the authority of mag
writ rs of defam n,
magistrates and
that any
maintaineth
traction; it is therefore ordered, that
the said Mr. Williams shall depart out
of this jurisdiction within six weeks
now next evening, which if he neglect
to perform, it shall be lawful for the
governor and two of the magistrates
to send him to some place out of this
Jurisdiction, not to return any more
without license from the court.”

In 1928 the Massachusetts house of
representatives accepted without de-
bate a report by the judiciary commit-
tee recommending “leave to withdraw"
on a bill by Representative John W,
Hawkins to revoke sentence of
banishment of Roger Willlams. Thus
the Bay State passed up its chance to
make a graceful gesture which would
show that the spirit of intolerance
which once characterized Massachy-
setts, the colony, had been succeeded
by a more generous spirit in Massa-
chusetts, the state, and it missed an
opportunity to utter even this smallest
thanks for Williams’' service when at
the greatest risk to himself, he dissu-
aded the Narragansett Indians from
Joining In the Pequot war against the
colony which had expelled him from
fts borders,
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But, quite aside from this question
of whether or not the Massachusetts
of today is likely to pay belated hon-
or to the man whom the Massachusetts
of 300 years ago considered dangerous,
feared and sent into exile, is the ques-
tion which one might logically ask as
the result of recalling the name of a
man who has been gone from the
American scene these 247 years—
“Why is the arrival of Roger Williams
on the shores of New England impor-
tant enough to justify a celebration
800 years later?”

The answer to that question may be
found in these words “Roger Williams
wasg _the first prophet of freedom in
Ameriea, the ‘land of the free' a man
whose liberalism was not confined to
religion alone but who stood staunch-
Iy for clivil liberty as well.” Surely
in these days when Americans are be-
coming concerned about the liberties
guaranteed them in the foundation
stone of our Republie, the Constitution,
to know something of such a man is
worth while, Recently there has ap-
peared a bilography of him which
brings out strongly the importance of
this man in American history, It Is
“Roger Willlams, Prophet and Plo-

neer,” written by
published
company.”

If Roger Williams had been no more
than the ploneer, he would still be in-
teresting and worthy of study. But {1t
is in Roger Willlams, the prophet of
that our main interest
and with him in this role
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sermons at Saint
church and speeches In
the and
court at Westminster hall,
offenders against the crown
were summarily and secretlly tried.
Villlams' talent attracted the atten
tion of Rir Edward Coke, the
Judge and leader of the Puritans, who
saw to it that the boy was admitted
to the Charter house school In 1628
he recels is degree from Pemhbroke
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the ald of Indians toward
whom he had ever gssumed a Kindly
and generous attitude.

Chief Massasoit of the Pokanoket
Indians gave him a tract of land on
Seekonk river, where he was jolined
by old friends from Salem, and a set-
tlement started. But upon receiving
friendly hints that complications were
liable to arise with the Plymonth col-
ony, he moved to the present site of
Providence, R. 1, and in June, 10636,
started the settiement that was des-
tined to become Rhode Island. The
land there was given by his old
friends, Canonicus and Miantonomo,
sachems of the Narragansetts,

Williams soon had a chance to re-
tuarn good for evil for such was his
influence over the Narragansetts that
he easily prevailed upon this powerful
tribe not to jJoin the Pequots under
Sassacus in their plan to destroy all
the English settlements in that part
of the country.

Williams, in 10638, assisted John
Clarke and William Coddington in pur-
chasing Aquidneck, or Rhode Islund,
from the Indians, He saw to it that
the Indians were not swindled but lib-
erally paid for their holdings.

In 1648 he went to England and ob-
tained the charter for the Providence
and Rhode Island settlements. While
there he blossomed forth as an author
of some of the “best sellers,” produc-
ing “Key Into Language of America”
“The Blody Tenet of Persecution for
Cause of Consclence,” and “Mr, Cot.
ton's Letter Examined and Answered.”
Williams made such a hit In England
that several members of parliament
gave him a letter which was virtually
un passport through Massachusetts ap-
on his return in 1044,

In 1651 he was obliged to agaln visit
England In order to obtaln the revoke-
ment of the commission of William
Coddington as governor of Rhode Is
land and Connecticut. He not only
got what he went after, but found
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time to do some more writing

colonial government, apd acceptled the
presidency of the colony which
16568, In his administration he
obtained toleration for the Quakers
who were then coming to New Eng-
land.

It seems a somewhat strange para-
dox that the settlers of Massachusetts,
from England to secure re
liberty, should become s0 In-
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“Amongst Jews and Turks, Protestants
and Pagans (with all of which | have
" he wrote, *I never met
with such a judging, censuring, revil
ing spirit as is the spirit of the Quak
" But, though he disliked

conversed),

them,

worship as they pleased any
than he would deny that right to any
others who were driven out of Massa
chusetts because of their beliefs
Ehode Island had very little trouble
with the Quakers, for the simple rea-

more
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| son that they were allowed to talk all

they wanted to, hence they had littie
desire to cause a disturbance. Just
the opposite was the case in Massa-
chusetts, The more they were per
secuted there and their right of free
speech suppressed, the more deter
mined they were to exploit their
views. There Is food for theught in
those facts in considering some pres
ent-day problems in America!

Not only did Willlams. stand firm
for religious liberty in his colony but
for civil liberty as well. He had re
volted against the theocracy which
ruled New England, and in revolting
he rebelled against the magistrates as
well as agalnst the clergy. Eighteen
years after he had founded his islet
of defiant freedom he could boast, in
a letter to Sir Henry Vane: “We have
not feit the new chaing of the Preshy
terian tyrants, nor in this colony have
we been consumed with the over-zeg)-
ous fire of the (so-called) godly Chris-
tian magistrates. Sir, we have not
known what an excise means; we have
almost forgotten what tithes are, yea,
or taxes either, to church or common-
wealth."”

A new charter was granted Rhode
Island in 1063, This charter estah-
lished such liberal republican govern.
ment that the Revolution in 1778 made
no change In it, and It was not super.
ceded .until 1842, For the next 14
years he was actively engaged in pub
lie life.

The death of this remarkable Amerl-
can ploneer was announced In this
quaint fashion in a letter written May
10, 1683, by John Thorndyke of Provi.
dence to Rev, Samuel Hubbard: “The
Lord hath arrested by death our an
clent and approved friend, Mr. Roger
Williams, with divers others here”

(@ by Wentern Nowapapor Unlon.)
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“All-Star” Recipe
o RMarbie Cake

All-Star,* Kitchen-
tested’ Recipe by
Mildred Maddocks
Bentley, Directo.,
Delineator Home
Institute,

This and 14 other ALL-STAR
Betty Crocker "Kitchen-tested”
Recipes inside ey ery sack of
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TODAY THE BEST BAKERS ARE MAXING A VARIETY OF DELICIOUS CAKES—HAVE YOU TRIED THEM?
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BILLARD'S ASPERGUM s g “"'

The Right and lssy Way G i i 4 ¥ _n wchine
to take Aspirin Velue 20¢ agraph.” W=

Total Value 7-
Feon-a-mint isAmerica’'smont Po
Laxative. Pleasant, safe, depend
non-habit forming. Keep it handy in
this attractive economical bottle,
Aspergum is the new and better way
to take aspirin. No bitter tablet to
swallow. Effective in smaller doses for
every aspirin use. At your druggist'sor
HEALTH PRODUCTS CORPORATION
113 Neorth 13h Streot Newark, N. J.

WHITE SKIN

KREMOLA makes old akin young. It positively
accomplishes four things for it is a skin tonic;
a timsue builder; bani pimples; and a skip
whitener and rejuvenator—or money refunded.
karmagmh“c{ -rame;\u dtrrnd on xkrrmn";a to Stincanoni
oep then: skin youthful Ask your Druggist, or
direct by mail prepaid. Price $1.25 But Ne E'x“’“ '
Write for PRF.E'l-lvhna"mz:‘na Kay.care| A well-known racing motorist 1s
Or.C. M. Berry Co., 2975 8. Michigan ..m.l.. described as a man of parts
= | ones.—London Humorist,
Well? J—
Harry—1 think you are the nicest
girl on earth! | iz a dream it is cruel of her to wake
Ruthie—~What about the other| him up.
planets? -
e ———————— intentions may excuse,
Sin Is committed for its own sake. | not alter wrong results,
It rarely pursues one. e e
B il Men are neither born nor borne to
An evil life ig one of death.—-Ovld. Each must earn it
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Castoria
corrects
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ailments

WHAT a relief and satisfaction
it is for mothers to know that there
s always Castoria to d on
when babies get fretful and uncom-
fortable! Whether it's teething,
colic or other little upsets Castoria
always brings quick comfort; and,
with relief from pain, restful sleep.

And when older, fast- i
children get out of sorts ang out o%
condition, you bave only to give a
more liberal dose of this pure

vegetable preparation to right the
disturbed condition quickly.
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Perfect dyeing
so easily done!

DIAMOND DYES contain the
highest quality anilines money can
buy! 'That's why they give such
true, bright, new colors to dresses,
drapes, hingerie.

The anilines in Diamond Dyes
make them so ecasy to use. No
spotting or streaking. Just clear,
even ocolors, that hold through wear
and washing.

Diamond Dyes never give things
that re-dyed look. They are just
15¢c at all drug stores. When per-
fect dyeing costs no more—is so
ecasy—why experiment with make-
shifta?

Diamond-Dyes

Highest Quality for 50 Years

ASTHMA

DR.LD.KELLOGG'S ASTHMARENMEDY

for the prompt relief of Asthme
end Hey Fever. Ask your druge
gist for it. 28 cents and one dole
far. Write for FREE SAMPLE.

Northrop & Lyman Co. Inc. Buftalo,N.Y.

DGG"S

REMEDY

Vacation Land

Sunshine All Winter Long

Splendid roads—towering mountain

ranges—Ilighest type hotels—dry in-

vigorating air—clear starlit nighte—

Californic’s Foremost Dasert Playground
Write Cree & Chaffoy
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CALIFORNIA

THE FIRST ANNUAL RABIITT spHOw
of the Northwestersi Ohle Rabbit Breed-
ers Asen. will be held Nov. 27-30, 1930
RUBREL PALMER Secy.. Bdgerton, Ohle.

Darganin-—One Dollar Bay One Thousand
dollar policy payine cighly monthly, siek-
ness, accidents. Policy mailed free. Peoria
Casualty Insurance Co. Peoria, I

HEALTH, HAPPINESS, SUOCCESS! Many
severa, hopelose patients recoversd by fol-
lowing Instructions. 12 lcessons postpald §1,
worth thousande Tirey, 718 K 12th SN Y,

BROKER WANTED
to distribute good gold stock lssne. Offer-
ing, supported by substantial backgrownd.
Write Jno. A, Comer. Bhelton Motel, N. Y.
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LOMBARD BAMBINA COMPANY
113 Munroe Street - Lynn, Maxs.
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