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who Is described as *“a
fat and talkative old woman, who had
been twice widowed.” She was a
cousin of Brig. Gen. Simon Fraser of
Burgoyne's army, and for that reason
felt no apprehension at the approach
of the invaders, even though Bur-
goyne's Indian allies had been killing
and scalping settlers as they advanced.
On July 27 she welcomed a guest into
her home—Jane MeCrea, a
three-year-old girl, who lived with her
brother, John McCrea, a lawyer and
colonel of the local militia, near the
mouth of Moses Kill, south of Fort
Edward. Jane MeCrea was noted
throughout the countryside both for
her beauty and for her long and lus
trous hair which would reach to the
floor when she stood and let it down.,
« Because of the near approach of the
enemy, John McCrea was preparing to
move to Albany, but his sister refused
to go with him or even to stay at their
home on Moses Kill, The reason was
that ghe had a lover, David Jones, a
neighbor who, being a Tory, had fled
to Canada soon after the outbreak of
the war and was now returning as an
officer in one of Burgoyne's Loyalist
regiments, He had written to her,
proposing that she should ostensibly
pay Mrs. McNell a farewell visit, then
slip away to the British lines and he
would have the chaplain marry them,
There are several contradictions In the
various stories of the Jane McCrea
tragedy. One of them Is in regard to
how she happened to fall into the
hands of the Indians. According to
one story Jones sent a party of In-
dians under the leadership of a half-
breed to escort her to the BPBritish
camp, and Burgoyne's account of the
affair gives color to this version.
Some historlans, however, do not
mention this fact. According to their
version, about nine o'clock on the
morning of July 27 a party of Indians
attacked and drove into the fort a
picket guard of the Americans, killing
the commander and capturing one
mun. Incidentaily, this man's name
was Standish and he was a descend-
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While this was taking place fat old
Mrs. McNeil was having her troubles
Although she had not been injored by
her captors, they had stripped her to
a single undergarment and in this she
appeared In camp where the Indian
turned her over to her cousin, General
Fraser. That officer was much em
barrassed, for he was not able to find
in camp any women's clothes large
enough for Mrs. McNell. Finally, out
of his own wardrobe, he produced a
great coat large enough to cover her.
All the while he was forced to listen
to a torrent of abuse from the irate
old lady because of her treatment at
the hands of his “rascally Indians.”

But this comic aspect of the affalr
soon became a tragic one when Jane
McCrea's scalp was shown to her.
She recognized it at once, as did David
Jones, who then learned of the fate of
his bride-to-be. Upon being informed
of what had taken place, General Bur-
goyne immediately held an inquiry, or-
dered the Indians to hand over the
murderer, put him under arrest and
ennounced his Intention of executing
him. But St. Lue, the French-Cana-
dian leader of the Indian allies, jn-
formed the general If he did that the
Indians, who were already resentful of
Burgoyne's efforts to restrain them
from the atrocities which they had
been committing against the settlers,
would desert in a body and go home,
probably solacing themselves by kil
ing any whites they found, whether
Loyalist or Patriot. 8o Burgoyne
ylelded to 8t. Luc and pardoned the
slayer,

It is doubtful If even the loss of his
Indian allies would have been as se.
vere a blow to his hopes as were the
results of the murder of Jane McCrea.
From the beginning of his expedition
the excesses of his savages had
brought down upon him eriticlsm in
England and furious denunciation by
the Americans. Patriot propagandists
had let loose blasts of scorn and bitter
unger at him because he had employed
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of Jane McCrea made even those, who |
might be inclined to swear allegiance |
to the crown and receive a certificate |

of loyaity, waver. If the bride of an
officer in his army was killed by his
what assurance would they
have Hmt anyone would be safe from
his painted demons, they ssked them-
Among these who favored the
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selves,

them a stubborn determination to re
sist the Invader to the end and to
quicken them into action. “Remember
Jane McCrea!”™ became something of
a rallying cry along the harried fron

tier of New York, for the fame of the |

victim made the story of her death
spread like wildfire and greatly stimu-
Iated recruiting,

Thus the story of Jane McCrea was
spread broadcast throughout the col-
onles, It became a leading item of
Patriot propaganda.

No doubt that master propagandist
of them all, canny Ben Franklin made
good use of it, just as he used the
famous “inventory of scalps” story
(which he had manufactured) so efli-
ciently In stirring up the Patriots to
a high piteh of fury against the Brit-
ish, Although it is impossible ever to
lay a finger upon the definite results
of propaganda, there can be no doubt
that this story had an important effect
upon Patriot morale at a time when
it was very low. It took the fighting
of a Willett and a Gansevoort at Fort
Schuyler (Stanwix), of a Stark and a
Warner at Bennington and of a Mor-
gan and an Arnold at Saratoga to
crush the invader and to make his de-
feat one of the fifteen decisive battles
of the world and his surrender the
real turning point In the American
Revolution. But the beautiful girl who
was struck down by an Indian  bul-
let that July morning, 153 years
ngo, deserves a share in that great
victory. Unwittingly she played an
important role In a mighty drama. So
Jane McCrea did not die in vain,
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A Discouraging Feature
“Cheer up!™ said the lawser. “We
may still win this case. | baven't
the means-"
you've exhausted all

“But mine "

| interrupted the client, gloomily.

Following a Custom
Cook~—If yon please, ma'am, may 1|
entertain my fiance in the kitchen this

i evening?

Mistress—DBut 1 thought vou broke
It off with him last night, Mary?

“So I did, ma'am; but, naturally, |
gave him a month's notice."—London
Opinion,

Hah!
“My man, can you drive g car?
“Not me, boss, Sorry.”
“Good. Will you watch mine for a
few minutes?”

Not a Hercules
Plano Movers' Boss—You're fired
1 won't have a man In my gang that
can’t 1ift a plano.
One of the Huskies—Hold on a
minute, hoss, "Tain't his fault. They's
a Sunday paper on it

Expensive Fine
Madge—~So you were up before a
sterner traflic judge than usual?
Marge—Yes, 1 had to smile at him
three times before he dismissed the
charge.
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often for no
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mg, but you can
This soon
le one comforted : if
not, you should call a rhcmr.
Don’t experiment with medicines
intended for the stronger systems
of adults! Most of those little
upscts are soon soothed away by
a little of this pleasant-tasting,
gentle-acting children’s remedy
that children like

It may be the stomach, or may
be the little bowels. Or in the case
of older children, a slu ::gnh con-
mpatcd condition. Lastona is still

will cry,
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Sours

Lots of folks who think they have
“Indigestion” have only an acld
condition which could be corrected
in five or ten ¢ An eflec
tive anti-acid like Phillips Mi of
.‘\I’LU‘ ia soon restores digestion
that
alter meals.
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What

away with all
18 right
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sourness and ga
It prevents the
occur two hours after eating.
a pleasant preparation to take! And
how good it Is for the gystem! Un
{ike a8 burning dose of soda—which
is but temporary relief at best—
Phillips Milk of Magnesia neutral-
fzes many times itg volume in acid
Next time g lw:xr:;. meal, or too
rich a diet has hr: ight on the
least dizscom
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the thing to give. It is almost
certain to clear up any minor
ailment, and could by no possi-
bility do the youngest child the
slightest harm. So it's the first
thing to think of when a child has
a coated tongue; won'’t play, can’t
sleep, is fretful or out of sorts.
Get the genuine; it always has
Chas. H. Fletcher's signature op
the package.

Flit is sold

in this veoll:wb

can with the
e black band.

Here's the sure, quick, easy way
to kill all mosquitoes indoors
and keep ’em away outdoors!
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TALCUM

IDEAL for every member of the

family, for Baby after the bath,

for Mother as a finishing touch

to her toilet . . . and for Father

after shaving.

Talcum 23¢. Oiotment 25¢., 30¢. Soap 23¢.
Proprietors : Potter Drug & Chemical
Corporation, Malden, Massachusetes
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