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Not » creature was stirring, nof even a mouse

m\\n\s the night before Christmas, when all through the house

ol

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
in hopes that St, Nicholns soon would be there;
The children were nestled all anug in thelr bedn,

While visiona of sugar-plnms danced through thelr heads;
And mamna in her "kerchiel, and 1 in my enp,

Had just settlied our brains for o long winter's nap..
When out on the lnwn there arose such a elatter,

1 sprang from my bed to see what was the matter,

Away to the window | flew llke a flash,

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash,
The moon, on the hreast of the new-fallen snow,
Gave a luster of midday te objectn bhelow;

When what to my wondering erye should appear,
But a miniature sleigh and elght tiny reindeer,
With a little old driver, so lively and gquick

I knew in a moment It must he St
More rapid than eagles hisn coursers they eame,

Aund he whistled and shouted ond enlled them by names
“Now, Dasher! now. Dancer! now, Prancer aud Vizesl
On, Comet! on, Cupid, on, Donder nand HBlitzen! L
To the top of the porch to the top of the walll

Now, dash away, dash awny, dash away all!™

Ax dry leaves that before the wild hurricane iy,

When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,
So, up to the house-top the coursers they flew,

With a sleigh ful. of toys—and St. Nicholas, toe.

And then in n twinkling | heard on the roeof

The prancing and pawing of each little hoof,

As | drew In my head snd wis (urning around,
Nicholas eame with a bound.
He was dressed all in fur from his head to hin foot,
And his clothes were nll tarnished with ashes and seof;
A bundle of toys he had Sang on his back,

And he looked like n peddier just opening his pack.

his
His cheeks were like roses, his nose ke a cherry;

His droll lHitle mouth was drawne ap tike a how,

And the benrd on his chin was as white as the snow,
The stump of » pipe he held tight in his teeth,

And the smoke it encircled his hend like & wreath,

He had a broad face, and n litle round belly

That shook, when he laughed, like a bowl rall of jelly.
He was chubby and plump-—a right jolly old elf-

And 1 laughed svhen | saw him, in spite of mysell,

A wink of his eye and a twist of his hend

Soon gave me to Know | had nothing te dread

He spoke not m word, but went stralght to his work,
And filled nll the stockings: then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his none,

And giving a nod, ap the chimney he rose,

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave 8 whistle,

And away they all flew like the down of a thistle;

But | heard hifm exclaim, ere he drove out of sights
“Happy Christmas te all, and to all a good-night!™

Down the chimney St

His eyen how they twinkled!

Niek,

dimples how merry!
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i lement C. Moore.

By ELMO SCOTT WATSON
HEN recent press dispatches
carried the news that a New
York woman, Mrs Tillle
Hart, who for four months
had withstood the siege of
a wrecking crew seeking to
tear down her home to make
way for a $25,000,000 apart-
ment house, had at last

capitulated and allowed the house to
be demolished, there was one good
reason why the story was more than
merely a local New York news item.
For the disputed building has right-
fully been called “the birthplace of
Santa Claus” because in it more
than a hundred years ago Dr, Clement
C. Moore wrote a famous Christmas
poem in which for the first time the
American Santa Claus was described,
his mode of traveling was pictured
and the lavishness of his giving was
made known. That poem was “The
Night Before Christmas,” which every
American has recited or heard recited
at some time or another., And for that
reason the news that “the birthplace
of Santa Claus” was to be wiped out
of existence had nation-wide interest.

Quite aside f.om his fame as the
atthor of “The Night Before Christ-
mas,” Doctor Moore was a notable
man., His father, Bishop Benjamin
Moore, the second Protestant Episcopal
bishop of New York and the third
president of Columbia university, as
gisted at the Innoguration of Washing-
ton and administered the last rites to
the dying Alexander Hamilton after
the fatal duel with Aaron Burr.
Clement C. Moure was gradunted from
Columbia university in 1798 and was a
professor of Hebrew and Greek in the
General Theological seminary from
1821 to 1850. He was a prolific writer,
one of his literary productions bearing
the imposing title of “Observations
Upon Certain Passages in Mr, Jeffer.
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son's Notes on the State of Virzinia
Which Appear to Have a Tendency to
Subvert Religlon and Establish a
False Philosophy.” However, his most
important work. the one at least upon
which he believed his fame as =n
scholar wonld be secure. was “A Com
pendius Lexicon of the Hebhrew Lan
guage.” He little realized that future
generations of Americans would re
member him better as the author of
what he was accustomed to call “a
silly poem.” the authorship of which
he refused to acknowledge for a long
time.

Yet such was the cnse, for a short
time before Christmas in 1822, Doctor
Moore wrote for his children a Christ
mas poem and they were delighted
with the rollocking tale, as other chil
dren, not only In this country bat in
many other lands, lave been ever
since. A daughter of Rev. Dr. David
Butler, rector of St. Paul's church at
Troy, N. Y., who was a nlece of
Doctor Moore. was a Christmas guest
in the Moore home and made a copy
of the poem in her album. The next
year she sent a copy of It to the Troy
Sentinel and it appeared in that pa-
per, prefaced by a cote from the ed
itor saying he did not know who had
sent it. By the next year It had ap-
peared in many other newspapers and
gazines and within a few years It
had found ita way into the school.
books, iy this time dnquiries were
heginning to be made ns to its author
ship and eventually Doctor Moore.
none too well pleased that his “silly
poem” was so well-known wherens his
scholarly “Compendius Lexicon™ at
tracted little attention, except from
other scholars, admitted its anthorship
and gave the autographed original
manuscript of the poem to the New
York Historical soclety.

In its original form the poem dif
fers slightly from the present version,
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particularly In the names of the rein
deer, “Viscen” of the original lins be-
come “Vixen' and “Donder” has been
changed to “Durder.” The title which
Doctor Moore guve to his verses wns
*A Vislt From St Nicholas,” but the
modern version, tuken from the first
line, is “The Night Before Christmas,
Its popularity. however, has
throughout the 107
has been transinted into many foreizn
tongues and It has delighted the chil
dren of many nations,

Doctor Moore died In 1563
summer home in Newport, I, L
huuly was taken to New York., which
was then in the throes of the draft
riots, and was placed temporarily iIn
a vault at St. Lanke's church In Hud
son street Later it was removed to
the ('?;:‘;N»l of the
(Trinity parish) and
rests twday In g plid of
ground which holds the
of his wife and thwir children
In fact, this plot more of o
Christmas shrine

been nan-

changed yenrs, It

his
His

Intercession
there It
s hewlies
three
has been
honse

than has the

near Chelsen Square. where the poem
wins written and a
wWas ceremony in
Moore takes place 1}

Rev. Dr. Milo H ar of the
chape! at Droadway and One Hundred

very pretty Christ

of

ere every yeut

metory Drosctor

Giantes, vic

and Fifts - fifth street, has long been an
admirer of the poem and its scholarly
author. In*1011 he held the first sery
ice In Doctor Moore's memory.  Abwat
AKX children guthered with him at the
grave at the foot of the hill overshad
owed by the high wall which is topped
then
number has grown to more than 2.04%)

The ceremony begins at four o'clock
on Thristmas eve with the
in the church. Then
dren gather In the cloister
funfare of trumpets from the bell tow
er heralds the procession to the come
tery. Led by the trumpeters they
move along One Hundred and Fifty
fifth street, carrying banners, lighted

by Riverside drive. Since

fenst of
the ohil

the churchyard.

All Broadway traffic Is halted as
they cross, the swell of their music
rising above the noise of the street
and falling away again as they pass
From the steps of the cemetery and
the road that vwinds around from side
to side down the hill, the volces may
still be heard on the busy street sing
ing “Little Town of Bethliehem”
“Silent Night, Holy Night.” “We Three
Kings of Orient Are,” “God Rest Ye
Merry, Gentlemen,” and many other
favorite Christmas hymns and earols

Except for the lights in the chil
dren’s hands, it Is quite dark by the
time they reach the stone marked
“Clement Clarke Moore, born in New
York July 15, 1779; died in Newport,
R, L, July 10, 1863."

stone and, before dishanding, the pro
cession moves on o n grave nearby
to honor the memory of Alfred Tenny.
son Dickens, eldest son of

classle, “A (,’hris;mns Carol.”
Another ceremony honoring Doertor

A tablet is erected to his wemory
there becanse he was the first warden
of that church and also gave the land
upon which it stands, as well as the
land upon which was built the Gen-
eral Theological seminary with which
llw has a close connection, «

Christmas Always One

RISTMAS In many places comes

with a flurry of snow and lee.
Part of its Joy lies in the sound of
carols upon the frosty air; the peal
of gind bells across the snow; the
warm and welcome glow of bright
fires upon the hearth,

Christmas in other places comes
with soft, caressing winds; it Is greet-
ed by blooming flower and tree; by a
_warm, fragrant atmosphere and smil-

ing blue skies and ‘bright sunshine
But wherever and under what con-
ditions Christmas comes It Is a wel
come day ; a time of gladness and good
cheer; of true and sincere friendl)
and good will, Under its influ.
enéd hearts thrill with happiness and
econtent.. To the young It brings new
Joy, to the old happy memories. Cli-
mate or country has nothing to do
with it it is the spirit and joy of the
time that makes a merry Christmas,
8o, whether one lives in the north-
land or the southland, Christmas is a

happy, merry day only In that meas-
ure that we' have allowed its benutiful
gpirit to enter our hearts.—Katherine
Edelman,

(@, 1929, Western Newspaper Unlon.)
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Have Christmas All Year

Christmas is a time of forgetting
small enmitles; If we determine tc
forget them all the year, *we shall

:.m having Christmas throughout the

the

while a |

candles, torches and lanterns, past the
huge Christmas tree in the corner of

The Story ¥ *Lamous
Christmas Poem

( :ommun’

| 'Builch’nci

v’

;Tr:ﬁ'lc Arteries Must

i Be Planned With Care
|

{

Teavhing a community how to grow

viie  of businesses that haw
| evolved from this machine age, and
D rovns amd citles are no longer as self
I contuined %is they thelr pros.
perity and development depending to
a lurge degree on the prosperity of
.nn entire areca,

This has brought about
spread application of eclty
| and its big brother, reglonal
| ning. Governmental
| fzed or qualified to do the
§a city and its environs ruarely
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plan

work for
exist

| Whatever I8 to be accomplishied must |

{ come through the activities of 'he
| citizens themselves, who can be most
_'1~.".q-r|in~ through the medium of
Tt'lry or reglonal planning body.
Of all the problems that the
munity of today has 1o fuce that
| the automobile and its attendant
| mands is of most concern,
| fluidity of the car has enused the sub
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| and certninly there must be some i
recting agency to thnt
| bullt where there Is the most need,

{  In days hy and towns
grew without Intelligent
| Streets for the most part
{ fined to that age-old four-rod
Withoat proper guldance
communitios will find
laying out the same old nuarrow roules

Kie they

gone clties

were con

which became Inndeguate nbout the

time bluckamiths began giving up the
anvil for automohile tools,
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Make Town's Opportunity

t,i“ (_!‘.‘:-"
has your town had the opportuni
that it has today
Iz looking to the as i
never b The town or ¢its
{ that prepares itself for big things wil

greatly profit, and

Never in
i try
ties

history of this
Big business
smaller l‘:i)’

8 before

© 4"1"\
benefitted
'rhl"

work

individanl
bt

way to Iw

| citizen will be e
I town
ready Is to
the
| nttitude and salesmanship
the *clerks” of the
munity), not erection of monn
ments or idle talk on “town boosting'
~hit hy constructive thinking to ¢
something, get something, achiewve
something—to climb out of the rut
to have a city that is the best In the
land in which to live, work, play and
make money-to have n city which
has eliminuted the “oppressive ugllh
ness”  of dormant, Inactive clivic
pride.~Anderson (Ind.) Herald.

must be ready

be nt (hullding nug

morile, ngEressiveness, custonu
ability o
~citizens- onm

by

Trecs Wantonly Injured

With 356400 trees along Ite boule

A final carol §= |
sung as a wreath Is Iald angainst the |

Moore Is held annually at 8t Petor's |
Episcopal church on Twentieth street, |

100000 along streets not cnder
control of the park board and many

varae,

| thousands more in yards and in parks

.

KRansag City truly isg a “city of trees,
according to J. W. Blachly, foresie)
for the park department,

In a report, Mr, Blachly points ont

{ DO per cent of the trees Killed along

. | the houlevard system
Charles |

Dickens, author of another Christns i

each year are
fost hecguse of carelessness of motor
futs He estimates between 300 and
400 irees cach year are killed beenusg
of being injured by motor cars o
trucks,

Mr, Blachly points out “when & tree
Is killed it must be replaced by o sim
flor Kind as near the same size as pos
sible, Replacing a tree costs frow
three to fifty times os much as the
origing! planting,

Color Scheme for Roof
In these days of dawning multi-col
ored buildings whea the newest colot
card for roofs Includes such a multl
plicity of shades &s antique brown
gray green, dusk biuve, wenthered
brown, heather purple, tilte red, jude
green and black pearl, opal and multi
crome, an authoritative color harmony
chart is ax necessary In the bullding
world as in the dresamaking werld,
Rehabilitation Profitable
Rehabilitation of the old home pre-
serves both its ure value and materiay

value. :
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Take NATURE'S RENIDY
MR —tonight, You'llbs “£4
and finq” by worning—
tongue clear, hesdacheogone,
sppetite back, bowelsacting
pleasantly, bilicus attack forgotier,
For constipation, toe, Better tha:
any mere lazative,
At druggists—only 25¢, Male the test tonight
FEEL LIKE A MILLION, TAKE

m TO-NIGHT

TOMORROW ALRIGHT

MINING
STOCKHOLDERS

Menaced by Albatross
Naunted by an albatross, a bird of
11 omen, and In danger of having thelr
wats sinnshed by a huge whale, were
imong the experiences of the crew of
he Siltonhall, a British steamer that
qaught fire recently hundreds of miles
rom land In the South Indian ocean,
Soon nfter the cargo of coal enught
fre the decks became red hot and the
wtehes were In flames.  The crew
ook to two small boats and for 44
sourg were mlrift in a gale. It was
furing this time that the albatross
wonstantly swooped down menncingly,
This story bears a remurkable simi-
e h: £hS Incieunt 7. ‘.““‘”,'.!:ph Your inactive mining stocks may be

yoem, “The Anclent Mariner,” in » ;
" valuable—send 2e¢ stamp for informa-

vhich the albatross, an ominous bird, | | Saat

tion
STATISTICAL COMPAILN
281 Bush Strect, €an Francisco, Calif.

Pulpit Jokes

The late Dr. John Roach Stration,
mbending at Greenwood lanke, told a
eporter a number of pulpit jokes.
“Then WHS 1 very nervous Vo Petios
sreacher,” Doctor Stratton sald, “who | Nad Bridge H
mve his text Sabbath,
Heaviness may endure for a joy, but
cometh In the morning.'
“Another preacher had to preach
wefore a convention of e
joker, that man, and no mis
His text ‘A certaln wom-
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FIVE MONTHS
OLD PULLETS

8 C. White 1eghorn $1.00 each.
Barrell Rocks $1.25 each.

VERNFIELD PULLET VARM
VERNFIELD e PA.

Ladies Re;d Ths

As pads, prizes
BRIDGE PLAYERY
225 ¥Vifth Ave., New
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Not at All Typical ator, 129 N 15th
John J. Roskob at the - - .
ah Golf club on his way to Biloxi:
“The South impresses with its
MErgy enterprise, The South
ftzelf more, A
Northerners think that it
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For COLIDS

We all catch colds and they can make us miserable;
but yours needn’t last long i¥ you will do this: Take
two or three tablets of Bayer Aspirin just as soon as
possible afier a cold starts. Stay in the house if you
can—keep warm. Repeat with another tablet or two
of Bayer Aspirin every three or four hours, if those
symptoms of cold persist. Take a good laxative when
you retire, and keep bowels open. If throat is sore,
dissolve three tablets in a quarter-glassful of water
and gargle. This soothes inflammation and reduces
infection. There is nothing like Bayer Aspirin for a
cold, or sore throat. And it relieves aches and pains
almost instantly. The genuine tablets, marked Bayer,
are absolutely harmless to the heart.

BAYER
ASPIRIN

Aspirin is the trade mark of Bayer Manufacture of Monosostioncidister of Salicylecacid
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