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New Amsterdam, but they
modeled on the European plan. In
1641 Governor Kieft established
fairs in New Amsterdam, one on
tober 15 *“for cattle generally,”
the other on November 1 for hogs. In
1648 there was also held in the Dutgh
colony, late In August and at the be
ginning of September, a Dutch “ker
which was strictly commercial,
surghers met to exchange
commodities. The custor. was con-
tinued even under English rule and
a8 late as 1676 had the sanction of
Gov. Edmund Andres,

But the county fair of today Jjs not
a lineal descendant of the Dutch "ker-
mess."” although it may resemble it In
gome of its features. It grew out of
the interest in agriculture which be-
gan to manifest, Itself early in the
history of the new nation. The leaders
of that time, such men as Washing-
ton and Jefferson, were farmers and
farming was the most important busi-
ness in the country, letween 1780
and 1792 agricultural societies sprang
into being in Pennsylvania, Maine,
New York, Massachusetts and South
Carolina as evidence of the organized
interest in agriculture, These societies
began offering prizes for superior farm
products but they held no fairs or
exhibitions and really did but little
to stimulate better farm production,

The principal interest seems to have
been in live stock and in 1804 and
1805 three live stock exhibitions were
held In Washington. At the second
one members of congreas began to take
an interest and subscribed half of the
$100 fund which was raised and dis
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The Berkshire Agricultural

founded Iin 1811, The principles
which it was based proved pop-

Slowly at first, then more and
more rapidly the Berkshire
spread until it reached west into the
new states of Indiana and Illinocis and
even penetrated the southern cotton
kingdom., Unilike its predecessor, the
sgricultural soclieties of Philadeliphia
and New York, 1t was an organization
of the common farmer, In its time it
served his Intereats well,

Watson was & student of human
nature, The purpose of the organization
was to hold each year an exhibition
of the best handiwork and the best
products of the farmers of the locality,
Prizes were awarded for pre-eminence
in farm animals and crops, and In
butter, cheesea and cloth made In the
home, At the end of the exhibition eame
the general assembly in the largest
village church. Here amid impressive
ceremonies, the honors were distrib.
uted, each prize accompanied by a
certificate of distinetion which, hand-
somely framed, held a place of hoaor
on the wall of the farmer's parior.

Watson's greatest problem was to
arcuse the active interest of the ladies
in these exhibitions, The diplomatic
siifts to which he and others re-
sorted in order to win over the coun-
try women, unaccustomed to activities
outside their own homes and fearful
of arousing comment by appearing in
a public competition, were finally
everywhere triumphant, At the end of
the general assembly came the “pastor.
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Today it is estimated that there ar
more than 3,000 agricultural fairs held
annually in country, including
the town, county, national and
international exhibitions, Sowe spe
cialize in live stock, some in dairy
in pouitry, some in
garden truck and others in
crops. But the greater part of
are the general county fairs
which are held in August and Septem-
ber. Most of them now are jo the
Middle West, for New England, where
the falr originagted,«has lost its lead-
ership in number and importance of
its fairs. But esen though modern con
ditions have changed the county fair
in many respects, essentially it is the
same as it has been for the last half
century or more, For this institution
has an appeal which no other annual
event in American Iife has and
pothing ever can or likely will take
its place. So the next time you spend
a day at the county fair and enjoy
the pleasures which only it can fur
nish, just give a thought for a mo
ment to that “Yankee of Yankees who
was born within rifle ghot of Plymonth
Rlock,” Elkanah Watson, and be grate
ful that he was willing to spend twelve
years of his life popularizing an iden
which won for him the title of “father
of the county fair”

Plan Beautiful Lake

An artificial lake, three square
miled  In extent, and as beautifal In
its surroundings as any astural lake
in the country, is part of the North
Wales scheme for providing electric
power.
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Blight Not Serious

it was at first thought that the de
struction of the chestnut would leave
farge gaps In the forests, requiring
extensive planting, but the results of
recent Investigations indicate that the
blanke cansed by the dead or salvaged
chestnut are rapidly belng filled by
guch valuable trees as the oaks, hick-
ories and white ash, which can, In
many respects, take the P!am of chest.
nut in the manufacture of wood rrod-

ucts. The forests are still far from
being fully productive, and will con-
tinue to be much below normal for a
number of years after the blight has
done its work, though progress toward
complete recovery is vearly every
where satisfactory.

Domestic Tragedy
“Mother,” sald the twelve-year-old
boy, * have I got a daddy?”
“Yes, son,” repiled the mother,
“Then where I8 he? [ don't
member ever sceing bhim.”

re

“%ou haven't seen him since you
were a little baby.” But 1 hope and
pray you will see him soon. 1 ex-
pect him bome In the next year or
two.”

“But
youth.

“He's playing 88 holes of golf on
the public links,” explained the
mother,

The first map on which the word
Australin appears was published In
Le yenr 1824,
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Coins Valuable Only
to the Numismatist

Coins and gurrency once valued at
mijlions of dollars make up the col-
lection of Cere C, Standford of Greg
ory, 8. D, The ecurrency Is worth-
less now, except to collectors, 'The
most valuable pieéce In the collection
wius taken from ruins at Pompell,
One piece of  Austrian currency,
worth at one time £500,000, is in the
collection, In United States gold
coing, Standford has $2 and DO cents
in single pleceg, a b0-cent and
cent gold coln, He has United States
paper money in DO-cent, 10-cent, &5
cent and OS-cent- denominations, A
silver plece In the collection Is one of
three peace medals given by the
United States to Indian chiefs in
1871, He has an Egyptian coin with
the pyramids stamped wupon It
Money used In Hongkong has a Chi
nese emblem on oné gide and the
English Queen Victoria on the other,
Coing from the Philippines
Spanish Inscriptions on one side
English on the other,
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Who Will Donate Peacock?

An obltuary of a
which had been a friend of the bishop
of Worcester, England, and his family
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'lt Didﬁ’f Work

In a certain Indiana rural school,
the teacher noticed that one you
ster was not paying very close
tion so she decided to catch him,
asked him which part of
that they had just read he liked best,
He studied & moment-and said: “The
part that Mary just told”

The teacher was to be outdone
and told bim the could
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Bee Brand

INSECT POWDER

It Kills Them!

Non - poisonous.

Won't spot or stain.

The Bee on every package
~is your guarantee,

Send for free insect book-
let. If dealer cannot supply
—yrrite

MONUMENTAL WORKS
erland Ma.: est, 1864 1L
rofits; sacr.; price $12.840 File J-21
ALTO AGENCY AND GARAGE
: ¢ Maryland, covering @
repts. $110,.000 yr. 3
L5 ¥ 4 File J-1528
ONERY—LUNCH ROOM
M4 opporite large school;
£ ' r. e §€ 260 File J-1962
LAUNDRY AND REAL ESTATE
fve Mar city; price incl, property and
' $12,00¢ Terms File J-1918
GROCERY AND MEATS
W Va repin, §9
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| W. N. U, BALTIMORE, NO. 33.-1928,
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GREATEST JULY IN WILLYS-OVERLAND HISTORY

The big forward march of Willys-Overland continues!

Following the greatest six months in Willys-Overland’s
2-year history, with sales exceeding the entire 1927
outpu? came July with far more sales than any

vious

re-
uly. 100% more Whi;:ret and Willys-KnigEt
u

cars were purchased than during July last year.

This success is not surprising. Whippet Fours
and Sixes and the three great Willys-Knight
Sixes offer a degree of comfort, performance,
safety and economy never previously
available at such extremely low prices.

Orders now accepted for prompt
delivery.
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WILLYS-OVERLAND, Inc.

TOLEDO, OHIO




