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By ELMO SCOTT WATSON

HO Uncle

everybody knows,

that genial, lanky Individ-

ual in a star

spangled coat and striped

trousers and wearing the

tall beaver hat who Is

nniversally accepted nas

the symbol of the United

States, just as John Bull

is the symbol of England

3ut whe WAS Uncle

Sam? That is %o say,

was there a real person who was the

original of this fizure, made fa

miliar to all of us by the eartoonists?

The answer is: there was, but al-

though Samuel Wilson, a native of

New York and a government contrac-

tor during the war of 1812, is said hy

most historians to have been this orig

inal, there are a few incounsistencies

in the commonly-accepted of

Samue]l Wilson's being the original

Uncle Sam which need to be recon-

ciied and some account also needs to

be taken of a fictitious person, the

product of a Canadian humorist, be

fore the history of “Uncle Sam” can |
be declared complete,

Two stateg claim the honor of being
‘he burial place of the original Unecle
Sam, Recently the United Press sent
out the following dispateh which pre
sents New York's claim to that honor:

Sam? As
he is

is

dressed

80

story

Catskill, N. Y.——Few persons
that this peaceful Hudson river village
is the birthplace of one of the most
famous nicknames and trademarks the
world has ever known.

Uncle Sam, who was largely
sible for the feeding of the Americ
forces during the War of 1812
native of Catskill, according
A. Elliot, a grand-nephew
mous “1I. 8"

know

respon-
an
was a
to 'A.".’k'!"l‘
of the fa-

According to Elliot, this s the story
of the origin of the nickname

There were Samuel, Nathanlel! ane
Edward Wilaon, brothers, who were as-
sociated in the meat ;m'iins: business
in the Hudeson vallgy early in the Nine-
teenth century, The ¢« 'n:;'r;"'f:'c' knew
them as Uncle Suam, Uncle Nat and
Uncle Ned.

Samuel, who lived in Troy, came to
Catskill during the War of 1812 to take
active pAr! in the firm estahlished by
Nathaniel, They were under contract
to supply beef and pork to the United
States army, drawing their pply from
Greene, Delaware, and ¢ ' centra
New York countles,

Many of the ca
Catskiil dock bore ',E:»
mark “U. 8" upon ther
Was young ?-" and
of its name was not s0 common in that
day as in ?rtvz

So one day,
the man who

sks shippe from

the

n,,

when a boatman asked
was branding a pork
shipment what the two repre-
sented, the brander re “Why.
that means Uncle Sam, the senior part-
ner of the firm.™

The boatman thought it was a great
Joke, He carried the jest down the
river, retelling It whenever opportunity
afforded.

Thus, Uncle Sam, the American, eame
into being, a character unintentionally
created by an unknown boatman but
destined to rank with the world's
greatest figures of history and fiction

After the war, Uncle Sam returned
to his business at Troy and his sons
Benjamin and Albert. He dled in Troy
July 31, 1844, and Is buried in that My,
but his namesake lives on, a truly im-
mortal being in the opinion of his mil-
llons of patriotie nleces and nephews

But Indiana also lays clalm to
holding within her soil the dust of
this famous character and that claim
was put forth recently in the fol-
lowing article which appeared in the
Indianapolis Star;

letters
plied

Kendallville, Ind.—A woman's Intul-
tlon and her love of patriotic history
has led to the discovery of the last
resting place of the original “Uncle
Sam,” whom admiring milllons of
Americans have held In worshipful es-
teem.

A ¢hance remark came to the ears of
Mrs, Louise B. Young of Kendallville
associated with your correspondent in
the publication of the Noble Farmer,
an agricultural publication. Her nose
for news scented a story, and arming
herself with a camera, she set out for
the facts and obtained a plcture of the
tombstone erected at the grave of
Uncle Sam, buried In a little obscure
graveyard near Merriam, Noble county,
lodiana, on the route of the Lineoln
highway. The stonecutter made 8§ mis-
take of thirteen years In the date of
his deatn, which has never beem recti-
fed, as the family hoped at some time
to erect a monument fitting the charac-
ter it represented, 4

Visiting the son, John M. Wiison,
pinety-three years old, and his grand-

Mrs. Clara Zumbaugh., both
i Albior t following facts
were obtaine r verified
Wilson, one of triplets, tw
boys 1 a girl, was born at Wilming-
ton, Del., March 4 1778, the son of
Marmaduke and Mary Wilson, who
came to America from Scotland. There
were other children in the family

Crowing to manhood there Samuel
with his brother Joined the Lewis and
Clark Northwest expedition in 1504, nc-
companying them as far as where Man-
dan, N D., is now located These
young men spent the winter there, re.
turning to 8t louis, Mo, in the spring
Later they returned to Troy-on-the-
Hudson, N. Y., where they joined with
one Flbert Anderson, who owned and
operated a‘general store

Samue)

no

When war with Great
deciared in 1512, the Ar store
was converted into a government sup-
ply headquarters, with Anderson: as
commissary and SBamuel Wilson as his
superintendent, afterward a quarter.
master Among Mr Wilson's duties
was that of examining and marking

| packages for government usre. The

k piaced on these contalners wi

AU, 8" Wi was known by
his associates as “Uncle Sam.” and one
day when a longshoreman was asked
the meaning of these initiale, he re-
plied by saying: “For Elbert Anderson,
the commi cq'\" and Uncle Sam, his
superintendent, for he and the United
States are all one, He represents the
government, too”™ Meant as a joke,
the idea took hold and Mr, Wilson's
name, “Uncle Sam,” since that time,
has passed current as & pertonifieation
of the United States the world ever

Later Uncle Bam began to appear in
carieature, In many gulses before the
Civil war. Although tall and slender,
as Mr. Wilson was, It is thought the
present ' eonception of Unecle B8Bam,
which began to appear in cartoon iIn
the early ‘80s, had its inspiration In
the tall, gaunt figure of Abraham Lin-
coln,

“Uncle Sam” had a varied experience
during the war., He was on board the
Constitution In that famous twenty-
five minute battle with the Guerriere
when the latter was sunk off Cape
Race. In this battle Uncle SBam was
cited for gallantry by Capt. Isaae Hull,
and when he was honorably discharged
he received two land warrants fror.
the government, One of thess war-
rants he sold to his son Jobhn M., who
now lives at Alblon, Ind, while the
other went to a Jim Harrison and was
also used In Indiana.

After the War of 1812, Uncle Sam
went to Pennsylvania where he was
united in marriage to a Miss Susan
Anderson bof Cumberland county. To
this union ten children were born-—
seven boys and three girls, as follows:
Noah, David, Andrew, Samuel, An-
thony, James, John, Mary, Angeline
and Lucinda.

By trade and profession Uncle Sam
was a tallor and a doctor. His son,
John, now has a lance that was used
by Uncle Sam to alleviate the suffer-
ing of his patients, in the old days
when “bleeding” was regarded as a
cure-all for most ailments,

As time rolled on, and the caricature
of Uncie S8am became more and more
in use, his family developed a strong
antipathy to this familiarity, and when
they moved to Indiana among strang-
ers they resolved to avold any further
publicity along this line and kept the

Britain was
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ison

Relief for Filipinos

Driven out of business following the
recent opening of a new road and the
went  introduction of motor

ek transportation, 1,000 bub-cart
rivers in the mountain province of
he Philippines are facing destitution.
They c¢onstitute more than onehalf
ihe Inhabitants In the vicinity of Ta-
gudin, which is enjoying omne of the
best rice crops in years, Efforts are

growing and to introduce into that ter-
ritory a new variety of rice that will
permit the harvesting of two crops a
year and double the yield. The gov-
ernment is  distributing  the  seed,
which is egpeclally adapted to the
climate there.

Too Late to Change
. The raln was pouring steadily down
and the ehildren were feeling distinet-
Iy unhappy. With thelr faces pressed
close to the window panes they

being made to interest them in rice

watched the water flowing torrentially
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Accompanying the Star is n
photograph of Uncle Sam's grave
which has since been widely
printed In newspapers throughoot the
On the gra
legend “Soldler
WILSON-—Died
100 Years & 3
accounts given
that, while
Samuel
Uncle
on his

story

stope

vyestone appears
of 1512-~8AM
Mar. 7, 1865
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there
Wilson heing
Sam, the

country.
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Aged
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parent
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u8 to the orig-
inal of
{estimony

sOoOme

conflicting
and  burial
interesting questions
July 31, 1844
1865 or on March T,
the stone-cutter happen
i3 years in

death
raises
Did he die
March 7,
How did
make the mistake of
date of his death? Is= buried in
Troy, N. Y. or in the obscure
cemetery near Merriam, Ind.?

The contribution of a Canadian
bumeorist to the history of Uncle Sam
is rather an incidental one, but inter-
esting, nevertheleas, In 1K35
Thomas Chandlier Haliburton
Windsor, Nova Scotia, created a char-

on or on
1878

to

he

little

acter known as “Sam Slick of Slick- l

Onion county, Conpecticut,”
whose adventures appeared
mously in The Nova Scotian,
it was published as =2
editor, Joseph Howe, under the name
of "“The Clockmaker, or the Doings of
Sam Slick of Slickville,”
lent to Bentley, the English publisher,
who issned an English edition.

To the English Sam Slick was the
typieal Amerfean, In his shrewd say-
fngs, his shrewd business dealings
and fn his boasting that the United
States wns the greatest nation in the
worid. Consequently the pictures of
Sam Slick, as drawn by Hervieu, n
Frenchman, and Leech, the artist who
made Punch famous, for the English
editions of “The Clockmaker,” came
to be looked upon as the symbol of
the United States and some unknpwn
artist, whether English or American
iIs unknown, at some unknown time,
went a step further with the concep-
tion of the typleal Ameriean. He
ndded a goatee to Sam Slick's
smoothghaven face, put some stars in
the hatband of his tall hat, some
more stars on his coat dand stripes
on  his trousers, held dewn by long
straps, and behold—Sam Slick was
Uncle Sam, the symbol of America
henceforth !

ville,

down . the gutter toward the drain.

“I am afradd we'll have to give up
the idea of golog to the zoo, children”
remarked their mother, “You see, il's
pever going to leave oft.”

“But, mummie,” protested little
Maarice, who had set his heart on an
elephant ride, "we most go! Yes, we
must, ‘cos I've put it dewn in my
diury that we went!” ’

Radivee raye that pedetratés metal
15 inches thick are being used to hunt
for hidden flaws in castings in Russia
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HIS MISTAKE

The telep lmnu operator was sgpend
{ Inz a holiday by the sounding
On the first morning, however,
| had occasion to rate the maid of the
i lodgings for real or imagined negli
gence,

“Why
! you, this

“1 did, miss,”
an injured air,
thirty!' and all
bun e

#_ea

she

didn't you call me as 1 told
morning?” she demanded
reqlied the maid, with
“1 ealled out '‘Seven

you ses was ‘Line's

Why?
A woman engaged a new maid,
| seemed to be self-possessed and inde
pendent,

| On the first morning
| rival not a sound was heard in the
house, the mistress rang the bell
| There was no reply. Finally she called
up the
“Are
“Yos.

"

whe

after her ar

K0

stairs:

you awake, Mary?"'

rather,” answered the mald

hy?
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During
Cabin”
scene where Sin
whale the tar
Everything was lash lifted
and about to fall when Uncle Tom let
out a yell.

“Hold ey ‘Y'i!u.-

{ forgot to put on the

‘Uncle ”

to th«

wwgree has to
Uncle Tomw
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cork undershirt

Nerve
| Busy Business Man—(
read? The that
| private.
Canvasser—1 know--and I'm glad
it's there. If there's anything 1 hate
{ it's being Interrupted when I'm tall
o a ;.rnqu‘v!ho customer.

an't you
LOOr means

sign on
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WANTED THEM OUTSIDE

Goof (seeing Indy of house angry)
wj==]1 guess you want me to take
my ‘gum shoes outside?

I. 0. H-—Yes~and without remov
ing them, please.

The Unattainable

fle said he was a highbrow elf,
He talked usnll to sieep.

He couldn’t quite explaln himeelf,
Because he was »0o deep.

Just as Good

Movie Star—I can never marry you
Joe, and—

He-—But what?

Movie Star—If you'll come around
at the studio tomorrow I'll introduce
you to my double-—~Everybody's
Weekly.

Tough Luck
“Did yer ‘usband get the job ‘e weni
after?”
“Naw, 'e went an’ yawned Jus os
they wuz goln’ ter give it to 'im.”

Wonderful
sohnny-1'd like to live in leeland
Mother—Whyt
Johnny--Teacher says that up there

the days are six months long—and
Just think how big an all-day sucker
would be!

Trouble Ahead
Edwards—~1 don’t think much about
drums, but 1 think I'N get my little
son. one for his birthdey,
Chester~-You don't know much abou!
boys, either,

The
Cream

of the

Tobacco
Crop

e

LLOYD WANER

Noted Star of the
Pittsburgh Pirates, writesz

“When I arrived at the Pitts-
burgh training camp I
noticed my brother Paul
smoked Lucky Strikes exclu-
sively,and heexplained why .
You will agree that we were
in a close and exciting Pen-
nant race and it certainly
called for splendid physical
condition to withstand the
tax and strain upon one’s
nerves and wind. Like Paul,
my favoriteCigaretteis Lucky

Strike.”

Hloyd Yineis

It’s toasted™

No Throat Irritation -No

Cough.
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has puzzled mankind since
of Aristotle Ducks
returns, Mr. Lincoin said
undoubledly to the fact
wany banded waterfowl taken
the millions of the
during the hunting
nent among the
pnomic interest which banding
expected to solve, Mr. Li
out, I8 the coutrol of red
blackbirds that much damage
the rica crop the South and
California in summer and
fall.
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The wise farmer never harrows the

feelings of his wife,
A reasonable woman is one who isn
unreasonable all the time,
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The School Girl’s Health

Is Of Great Importance!

Wheeling, W. Va.—"] had a year of ill
bealth, and it looked as though there was
no help for me. 1 was
in such poor health
that for a year | was
not able to go to
school. Finally, my
father got me Dr.
Pierce's Golden Med-
ical Discovery and
by the time 1 had
taken close to a dozen
bottles | was well
and strong, my cough
disappeared and
was able to resume my school work and
I have never had any trouble of the kind
since.”=Mrs, Paul Bryson, 3935 Wood
St. All dealers. Tablets or liquid.

Write for free medical advice to Dr.,
Pierce's Igvalids’ Hotel, Buffalo, N. Y.
Endanl()uilwuwubzttulpl@o(
Discovery Tablets,

WORMS—A CHILD'S
GREATEST ENEMY

Look for these symptoms in
your child—gritting the teeth,
picking the nostrils, disor-
dered stomach, These

may mean worms., And worms
lc!t ln the body mean broken

ay one hour. Fray's Ver.
£ Y SR
"'ﬁ vegetzhle worm medicine. At
Frey’s Vermifuge
Expels Worms

m
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CONM, IMP.
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Road to Jersey
Yfl'k Write
CORY., Box

CAMERA GIVEN FREE TO BOYS OR

y wiil asrist e, Easily carned: no
Barkadale, (618 Christian 8L,
Pa

EACH &1
Remorts, 15 mile
for Circwinr

3%, Perth Amboy

adeiphia

To Give Your Perfumes That Real Fremeh
touch _ume the Pelgian Trading Co. Ine,
Oile Aromatie Chemicals apd
Hases FEW A8 GOOD., NONER
211 Water Bt New Yark (’ﬂt"

Flerida Pouliry and Troek Farme 10 Au.
tracis =t Jacksonville $750, §i0 wmonthly,
bust cash market, free bookiets Write Jacks
sonville Helghts Imp. Co., Jacksenville, Fia

$660 ESTIMATED YEARLY
INCOME

Eagy terms; $05 down, 12050 meo.,
inciading 5% int; total cost $770 and
int.; write for folder giving detalls;
no obligation. Pacific Development
Co., Commercial Exch, Bldg. Los An-
geles, Calif,
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Use Your Tracter and Meke BIG PROFITS
We Will Make Special Prices and Terms

FARQIMAR Box 589 York, Pa.
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