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God rest yve, merry gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay!

HE words sounded through

the hall of the big oflice

building in a high, clear

soprano, which made both

John Harden and his son,

talph, look up, startied’ and irritated.

Then, as “merry gentlemen” sounded

tarther off, John Harden thought,

“It's a good thing that woman didn’t

come in here singing that! ‘Merry

gentlemen,” Indeed!” and he looked

over at his son, who sat brooding at
his desk.

“If Ralph would only give me his

confidence!” he thought. “Money

trouble of some kind, I suppose, and

I'd help him out If he'd only tell me. |

Troubles enough of my own, but not
about money. ¥ a million

would remove this threat of blindness, |

I'd pay it in a minute.”

“Let nothing you dismay
the clear, light voice again, and Ralph
thought:

“How ean I help being dismayed,
with a pile of gambling debts I'll never
et out from under? Father suspects,
too. I know, for he looks glum all the
time, and keeps his hand over his eyes
It he'd
may-

the

tell

Rl e so much,

only ask me,

be T'd

have

the
the
again, Har-
den growled,
“Tell that girl to
hwesh up or go
Then the
office door opened,
and
“merry gentlemen”
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away!"”
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for the Times. (

“Collectin’
manager's so busy he sent
iUy

v liere { 1] you

Gee, it's
and
I'd never get clothes
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“and 1

toward

hope your f[ather gets

exclaimed

pocketing the dollar

ank syou!”™ the boy,
“Gee, 1 hope he
he's all the family 1

in a factory where the

does, too, ‘cause

t He works

findd, and sometimes his eyes go

‘ouldn’t he

~1ox

fact'ry,
1§ eye WOrs,
i after it
Harden know

Mortimer, who owns that factory.
I'll glve you a note to take him.
What's your father's 3

“Albert Wickens, and he's all right!
You tell 'em I said sc-
my life, an' 1 recommend him.”
ently Harden looked up,

Pre
I and a dollar for

known him all
saying,
r¢'s the note,
Year's
groeting in ad
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ever
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o' me”
With
door
und

vaiee

that, the
slammed,
the young
heard
the hall,

The two men looked at each other,
speaking simultaneously :

“Son. 1 have something to say—"

“Dad. 1 have something to tell—"

Then., with half-embarrassed amuse-
ment, both laughed, healingly.

“1 guess there's a deal we
have to tell said John
Harden., *1 that we get o
private ciub and have
tunch, and talk things over.,”

“Great!” sald Ralph, rising te help
his father with Wls cont. *“I'm not
locking forward, exnctly, to what |
have to say, becanse I'm ashamed of
ft. bt i1 be a relief”

“Norhing you ean tell me will be as
had ns this estrangement has been”
replied his father. “If it's angthing
I can help you about—"

*It ix, and If you'll straighten me
out this time, 1 know ' never get in
such a hole again. When that
vald, ‘I'm prond o' my ole man, and
| wunt bhim to be-"

Ralph choked and stopped, but by
this time they were In the outer hall,

wias

caroling down

l?u"‘.'
good
each other™
propose
rootn at the

some

go John Harden glmply took his son's |

arm and pressed it affectionately,

As the elevator reached the street
fevel! the two looked at ench other
and smiled. for down the hall they
henrd a high, clear volee singing:

Clod rest yo, merry gentlemen,

Tt nothing you dismay!
(5 1927 Wostern Newspaper Union)
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By ELMO SCOTT WATSON

T WAS some unknown wit
who made the statement re
cently that “Christmas greet.
ing cards will cost this coun
try $55.000.000, and that does
pot take into account the
time lost In trying to remem-
ber to they should be
woule be diffieult to estimate
the value of the time “lost in trying to remem-
ber,” as this wag suggests, there are who
can testify to fact that his estimate of
855,000,000 as the total Christmas
ing cards Is a modest actually an
underestimate,

Dealers in Christmas will tell
their business has virtually doubled
cessive year for the last five or six
the season of 1027 grobably will
others in the volume of One
dealer in Christmas cards has reported that
in November his orders had passed
1926 total and week
over the previous week,
mas used in
passed oul of the

If there is
creasing
Christmas cards, it
will tell that
board doubled anc
the burden «
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For the Christmas card is a ft in universal

use for remembering
and

friends ¢ holiday

The
enrds of special design
costly veilum and them ot
by the hundred. The working girl buys hers at
the “five-and-cen™ and them out hy the
dozen. Count that man poor in friendship, indeed,
who has Christmas eard. Ard
some complain of an “embarrassment of riches”

one's

gseason, Rich poor alike send

leader” has her

engraved on

“social

1t
il

sends
sends
never received a

in this regard, for the problem, as sugyested by
the wit In the opening paragraph of this article,
is a real to many.
you, looking
mail man brought you
come which tlon more
than I3 from
Mr. and Mrs, Blank. Did we send them one this

Christmas

flow many times have
wigh the sincks of eards that )
during

held
you said,

feross one your

momentarily as “Here's one
year?" In fact, the custom of sending
those con-

never fully
ft-without-the

declared,

cards has become such a problem to

ventional-minded persons
realized the
giver-is-bare” statement that they have
“Never again!” Jut next year
adding their quota to the mountain of Christmas
eards which pile up in post offices throughout the
land.
Although
newcomer among
by no means be regarded as an “infant Industry.”
The figures already cited prove that. But as one
| regards the nmazing growth of the idea. one won
ders sometimes how our forefathers man
aged to Christmas without Christmas
cards. For it only 81 1846
that the first Christmas card
:thr sense that it was the forefather of the
ent Christmas eard idea—was sent out. The man
who originated it Henry Cole, later
famous as a social and educational reformer, He
had already begun applying the fine arts to man-
ufacture and the pioneer in illustrating
| children’'s books with woodcuts of famous
paintings,

meaning

the finds them

the Christmas rd a comparative

Christmas traditions, it can

ever
celebrate
wns years ago, in
first, nt least, in

pres

was Sir
was

Just where Sir Henry got the iden ~if it
not original with him—for his Christinas card is
not known. Lover éards and illustrated writing
paper had been popular in Europe for many
years, In Germany illuminated eards were sent

| on Namenstag, the feast of one’s patron saint, In
1844 some unknown person in the city of Leith,
Keotland, 1s sald to have sent out New Yenr's
cards to his friends benring a laughing face and
the words “A Gude New Year to Ye,” but since
this did not have a wide circulation, it is doubtful
if Sir Henry got the idea there., He may have
got it from the custom of English school hoys of
writing “Christmas pieces” on paper which they
decorated with many scrolls.and much flourish of
penmanship.

But wherever Sir Henry got his inspiration,
after deciding to send out cards to his friends
pearing his good wishes for their happiness nat
Christimas, he went to J. C. Horsley, a member of
! the Royal academy in Loudon, for the design, and
| Horsley's product was that shown at the head of
| this article, The German influence may be seen
in the Germanesque style of leafy trellises which
| divide the eard into three panels. The smailer
| side panels show two of the acts of charity—feed-
ing the hungry and clothing the naked-and the
central panel shows three generations of a fam-
ily party at the festal board quafing their Christ-
| mas cheer. This card was six by four Inches,
colored by hand, and a thousand coples were
| Issued. For some unexplained reason, Horsley
yltmmml his design under the nom de plume of
| “Felix Summerly,” and the eard bears the line
1"l‘uhliihml at Summerly's Hive Treasnry Office,
i
i

was

2 Oid Bond Street, London.”
Since this eard bears the inseription “A Merry
| Christmas ond a Happy New Year to You," it

be regarded as the
} ever printed and sent oul as

first holiday greeting
forerun
e

the
that was to become world

O say.,

y. Sir Heury Col
pleased st this remembrat
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paper and
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the use of these began 1o increase o4

envelopes began to
gshops around the season and

Next
these designs in relie
ter of a card
decorated by
ness of making
glowly. It was even
Amerien and 1t was not until 1873 that
nings were apparent in

In that Prangz. a it}
Boston, exhibited samples of his flowered business
cards nt the Vienna exposition and they attracted
considerable attention Hie had an agency In
f.ondon and one of his women em] there
(her name is unknown) suggested to him that he
put a greeting in place of the name of hiz firm
and Christmas cards. This was
done the next year, so that 1874 marks the begin-
ning of Christmas card in this country. It
was not until two years later, however, that the
Christmas card idea became widespread and this
was due to the exhibits of such cnrds by differ
ent printers and lithographers at the Centennial
exposition in Philadelphia.

Another forward step in the Christmas card
business was taken In 1870 when a British com-
pany, which had offered prizes for Christmas eard
designs. held an exhibition of the best ones sub-
mitted in Dudiey hall in London. About this time
a Doston card manufacturing company bheld a
similar exhibit at whieh the first prize winner
wns given the sum of £2000, At the London
exhibit 1t was learned that the majority of the
prize winners were women and two of them, Kate
Greenway and Alice Havers, Iater became famous
for their Christmas card designs,

In fact, in the early years of the Christmas
card business, before the great demand for them
resulied In mags production and more emphasis
upon quantity than quality, the Christmns card
design was an Important plece of creative art, so
much so that it has been said that “The Christmas
eard enjoved a golden age f art in the decnde
from 1878 to 1888" One of the reasons for this
was that the exhibitions and contests which were
being held by the producers of Christmas curds
were stimulating interest in this form of art and
uncovering many new artists,

“One of the art events of the year 1880 was a
Christinns card exhibition arranged by Louls
Prang at the Ameriean Art galleries,” writes one
investigator in the history of the Christmas card.
“For several yeurs thereafter similar exhihitions
were held, with competitions in the artistie merit
and popularity of the designg; and such men as
Richard M. Hunt, John La Farge and Louis C.
Tiffany were sufliclently interested to act as
fudges. The exhibition of 1884 carried a gpecial
foanture, The quantity of dilettante work that
hitherto had found Its way to the exhibitions
tended to turn away the best artists, but pow
thelr interest was deliberately sought in the hope
of ralsing the level of Christinas eard design,
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mas card field several noted poels n one oces
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favorite, that tin awrions motif
appeared In cards unti}
gymbol of Christmns, contributed by every nation
appears on our Christmas cards,

Christmas now every

Camels, the star in wise
men, palm (rees, buildings of
appearance recall the scenes in ‘alestine where
Christ was born on the first Christmas: the Yule
log and the mistletoe are reminiscent of
Druids of ancient Britain; holly,
roast beef, singers of )
English landseapes remind one of the good cheer
of the English observince of
old Santa Claus, originally a Dutch patron saint,
but now thoroughly Americanized (one Christmas
card year shows him speeding
snowy lgndseape in an automobile of
American make!) appears on many ; the turkey is
a symbol for both Thanksgiving and Christmas
feasts and i& a distinetly American contribution,
Nor do Christmas cards stop with Christmas
syinbols, Each year sces a new ides introduced
with new symbols which are not especially rs-
socinted with Christmas, In 1011 the LUickens cen-
tennial was echoed on the Christimas cards; the
revival of interest in Americana in recent ycars
has put all kinds of uantiques—furniture, hoop-
skirts, muffs, bonnets, sleighing parties and husk-
ing bees—on our Christmas cards, and last year,
o8 the result of the great interest in ship models,
many a ship went salling across the cards.

Just as Christinas cards of the pust reflect the
interests of Americans of those days, so do this
year's cards Indicate some of the major Amer
fcan Interests now. Among them are radio and
aviation, the latter, no doubt, due to the various
historle flights which have thritled the aation
during the past year., Sports, too, have their
place and it Is not unusual to find on Christimas
cords scenes Hlustrative of the various types of
outdoor recreation, Thie, however, is not a new
iden, since swimming, boating, ericket and tennis
scenes were reproduced on  English  Christisas
cards more than thirty years ego.
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“Health Center” Has
Cut Mortality Rate

East Harlemn, one of the con-
gested districts in Manhattan, has car-
ried on a most interesting health pro-
gram during the past six years, result-
ing In a decidedly reduced mortality
rate, writes Savel Zimand, in the
York Times.
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Close Association of
Parents and Teachers

» Ransns ( Cour i of Parents

Trees for Highways

to the

trees would he

iits and nuts,
ohibitive?
“At least every other tree should be
a fruit or nut tree, and I believe every
citizen would be il to
at least
sure 1 would

pay for
tree. 'm
one

one fruit or nut

pay for more than
“Make the highways sattractive by
i fruit and nut trees am
trees—haif of each, at

and give fruit and nuts to all”

mixing
ehade leaxt

See Home as It Will Be

Architectural service
travagance, not even
fa an investment and
ing.

Always build from plans, and be
fore going ahead have a picture made
of what the plans call for; iIn that
avoiding disappointment later
when the building Is up.

The expense of a rendered perspec
tive sketeh igs small, and It often re
veals the need of here and
there. 'Thoge can be easily made in
the plans,

is not an ex
an expense—it
a genulpe sav-

changes

The Weed Law

Rank weeds give a neighborhood =
seragely and unkempt air. The com
plete citizen attends regularly to the
mowing and removal of unxightly wees
patches wherever he may be respon
sible for those unpatriotic growihs
Where the property owner or vacan!
fot owner neglects his duty, there Iy
authority and respunsibility to inspect
and act for the community good af
the expense of the derelict weed-crop
producer. - Lafayette Journal and
Courier,

Don’t Spare Paint

Those who refrain from adequntely
painting exposed wood are in the class
with the penny-wise, pound-foolish, In
addition, Miture to paint loses one any
exthetie  pleasure which must  be)
cl;mml with one of the truest Joys of
life,




