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the thunder. 

The Egyptians made great gifts to 

their kings. The Israelites gave a 
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cattle to the king. This custom 

read everywhere, and even Christi- 

failed to wipe it out. Ambas 
®, visiting foreign countries, 

ght gifts. We are told that Queen 

beth received thousands of gifts 

from her subjects at New Year's. 
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From Germany, the custom of Christ 

giving spread over Europe 
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loose from all Old World Influences, It 
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It was a custom among the Romans 
for the priest to put a box on all out- 
going ships. The people were required 
to put something into it. When the 
ship was ready to sall, the box was 
sealed and went to sea with it. On 
the return the box was turned over 
to the priest who placed it aside until 
Christmas, at which time mass was 
said and the box opened. Sometimes 
the contents were kept by the church : 
sometimes distributed to the poor, It 
Is related that frequently at the open- 
ing of this box those who had not 
placed anything in it came forward 
and offered gifts in the form of money 
or Jewelry. 
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Krist Kindll, which means Christ child. | 
We can understand why the holiday { 

would have been recognized as being | 

particulariy a child's festival, 

Saint Nicholas, or Banta Claus, 

regarded as the patron saint 

Christmas. The old nursery myth is 

that he comes down the chimney with i 

a pack on his back to leave gifts for 

good chfldren, 
It is possible that this myth orig 

inated with the custom of cleaning the 
chimney at the beginning of the new 
year to enable good luck to enter the 

household. A housewlfe, busy clean- 
ing the chimney at or about Christ- 
mas time, might have whispered to her 

children, to keep them out of mis 

chief, that If they were good Santa 
Claus would come down the chimney 
and bring gifts to them. Impressed, 
the children hurried to spread the 
news among their playmates, and so 
we have the myth today. 

  

Gay Christmas Lights 
and How to Make Them 
UCH of Christmas cheer comes 

M from glowing lights that throw 

mystery over familiar things, 

Replace your usual electric light 
shades with Christmas ones of heavy 
rose-colored paper brushed with lin- 
seed oll to make It transparent, No 
frame Is necessary if they flare widely 

and fit close at the top of the light 
ulbs. Finish them with poinsettia 
jeals or sew green paper rope along   

the edges. Wreaths cut from green 

cardboard, a few red berries painted 
among the leaves, make unique covers 
for bure droplights. Use two wreaths, 

| placing one on each side of the light 
and fasten edges together with paper 

clips or paste together after Inserting 
light bulb, Paste rose or yellow tis. 
sue paper over the cut-out wreath cen. 
ters or crush tissue paper over the 

light bulb and snap a rubber band 
around the neck. 

A beautiful star to hang above the 
Christmas tree is made by enclosing   

an electric bulb between two stars six 
or eight inches across, cut from white 
tissue paper, and sewing them to- 
gether with an edging of tinsel rope, 
Either place the tree under a light 
fixture and use a short drop cord or 
ran an extension cord over a ceiling 
hook placed above the tree, 

Let such a star shine welcome from 
the big wreath In door or window, On 
the door extension cord should run 
to the hinged side and through screw 
hooks to the point from which It drops 
to the wreath.—Frances Grinstead. 
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Accidents at Crossings 
Fifty accidents on public 
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BRITISH RACING CAR 

world's   speed records, 

ALMOST RAN AWAY 

The photograph shows a British racer, built in secrecy, which almost ran 

away from Maj. H. O. Seagrave, when the feeding gear control parted with 
the earburetor, while going about 154 miles per hour. He averted an accident 
by going at that pace for nearly a mile before he could stop it by cutting off 
the ignition, This photograph shows the racer, christened “Hush, Hush, No. 1,” 
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