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, FEATURE OF THE DAY.

Welcome Home and Community Pic-
nic Enjoyed by Big Crowd.—
Many Ex-Service Men Present.

the day that -Centre
Hall and vicinity held its Community
Picnic and very informally welcomed
home its soldiers and sailors, was appar-
ently made to order, so fitling was the
weather for an outdoor gathering.
With the exception-of one or two boys
who have not returned from France or
who have left the community since their
arrival home, all the overseas and other
boys who were in the service were pres-
ent. Only at one time did they come
together in a group and that was wkhen
they appeared on the stagein the audit-
just

Last Saturday,

orium for the brief exercises before
noon. The West Milton band
several exce llent selections and then the

people who cruwncd the auditorium g

rendered

ave
a listening ear to Lieut, W, Ned Keller,
who gave an excellent talk on the war,
It was easily the feature of the day and
the Reporter gives his talk here
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fathers who so well and surely *lai
foundation of liberty, are here before me
this morning.
You have
these months what we have been

for yowand what you owe to us,
we have almost persuaded ourselves
we did do something worth while.

when the nltimate analysis has been
made, events and achievements will have
been viewed in their proper light and
not through the spectrum of war, then
the true heroes will be discovered ; they
will loom high above those who carried
the rifle and bayonet ; they will be the
men, women and children at homde who
have toiled and denied themselves, who
have suffered even physical want, not to
mention heartaches and loneliness un-

speakable, that some of us might sail a-
cross the seas, across to the east where
duty called us,

Time would fail me to simply enumer.
ate the things you have done, not to
mention analyzing them, but some stand
out so paramount that I must speak of
them, First of all you gave 4,000,000 of
America’s best men. Would that some
human genius might have invented
gsome contrivance whick' could have re-
ported on the dial the emotions of the
soldier as he marched away, knowing
full that he might pr might not réturn,
Then have the same instrument placed
over the hearts of you who remained be
hind, and see recorded on the same dial
what you mothers bore to see your boys
march away ; what you fathers suffered
as you heard the name of the one who
bore your name called; you wives endur-
ed as you saw the father of your child-
ren going to the front, what emotions
surged thru the hearts of you maidens
who kissed the red rose and watered it
with your tears, as you gaveit to the
departing lover ; then and then only
could the world have known who were
the true herves,

You gave your prayers., Let no man
fall to give due credit to this factor in
the ultfnate victory. 1 speak reverent-
ly when I say that if ever in the world’s
history the God of Nations was placed
on trial before a human tribunal it has
been 11 these four years of war, Those]or
whose faith was strongest never doubted

all
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when the nght should tri ;mph. To us
it was inconceivable how the enemy of
all the highest and best could win, But
if by the wildest flight of imagination
you could have thot that the central
powers could have won ultimately, tell
me honestly, even whose belief is
strongest, would not your faith in all
that you have held most sacred be shak-
en to the very foundation ?
Forget not, my friends, the of
faith and prayer,who bowed hum bly be-
fore the throne altars, in camp and
the field of battle, when you come
search for the reason that victory finall
perched on our standard. You gave
your love, always kind anc
unselfish, without that others
may have, hundred
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finger of criticism
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have been spoken
I am not here to defend it. It needs
no defense, Ifit t could abundant-
ly take care of z-‘.wzf I know there are
men and women in this {air land who
gave to this magnificent organization
until they felt it. And after all, that is
the only kind of giving worth while,
fsn't i Whose hearts are troubled and
wortied lest that which they gave was
wasied, was misspent, misdirected and
failed of its mission ?

Is it to any such
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here this morning
that I ad dress these few remarks, beg-
ging the induigence of those to whom
they may not be of the same interest
and moment. The chief complaints
about this work which you have heard
come, practically under otie of the fol-
lowing heads, using almost the identical
wo.ds of those who lodged them :

**They charged us for things that we
should bave bad for nothing."”
“They charged us more for cigarets
and cakes than the army commissary
did.”
“They were not up at the front where
they should have been.”
*“They furnished us some very poor
entertainment,” and I have personally
and quietly heard that criticism,
And lastly, almost too trivial to notice,
comes a man (I hardly dare call him
that), who because ol some poor canteen
worker, too tired from long hours at
serving the line, or being handled to
dance, as | have seen them by scores of
soldiers in the course of the afternoon or
évening, when one or two of them have
tried to dance with a canteen full of sol.
diers—may have declined his invitation
to dance again, and then he begins to

cry wolf, snake, and vows to throw dis.
credit on her work and even assails ber

the outcome. ' It was only a question of

b \h'h those few words I pass that das-
tardly assault on American womanhood
and discuss the other articles of indict-
ment, About charging and over charg-
ing : Those of you who do not know it,
the quartermaster department establish-
es commissaries where goldiers can buy
many articles a price,. T}
trouble is, these are operated only
the larger centers and even there when
you try to buy anything they are usually
‘‘just out.” But when you can secure it
the price is low, The government pays
the freight, stands for the loss in short.
packages and
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men
then ask him how he would have liked 1o
see every red iriangle taken down,
every hut closed as should bave been
done ifthe Y. M. C. A was a failure as
be claims. If he doesn’t hang his head
in shame and say, Oh, I never saw it in
that light before ; I was only talking
rom what the other fellows said, he
isn't an honest American soldier,

Men and women, you have given gen-
erously, nobly. The Y. M., C. A, has al-
ways been well governed. The vames
of John R. Mote, Robert Wendensall,
Robert E. Speer and others, proved that,
Those same giants of bryganization were
and are still at the heim and do not Jet
some little misdirected, thoughtless re-
mark trouble you lest that all that you
gave was not well spent.

And your love gave itsell in a bundred
other ways, not only to us, your army,
but to all mankind who bhad such need
of it. You placed yourselves under
food control even when there was abund.
ance here in order that others might
bave, something the central powers said
a democracy could never do,

There is one other division of this
great army of 96,000,000 who did not
beatr arms, which must be mentioned.
They are the boys in blue and the equal-
ly brave and loyal boys in gray, whom
age and infirmity alone prevented from
repeating their valorous deeds of the 6o's,
The boys in blue and those in gray
who fqund their inspiration in the sword
of Bunket Hill, so the boys in khaki at
Chateau Thierry inherited the spirit of
those boys, My friends, can you realize
what it means to a soldier to inherit such
a military legacy as did our army in the
great world war just ended, a glory that
never tasted defeat, that pray God may
never surrender, for our cause shall al-
ways be just. Butone word in a lm\ty'1

of on ieave ;
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Tate.~Death came suddenly upon
Frank Donthesus Tate, at his home at
the Red Mill, in Potter township, on
Sunday morning at .00 o'clock. In his
usual good hea Wl on Saturday afternoon
he assisted Maynard Barger in hauling
rye. Suddenly he felt a dizzy spell over-
taking him and he was removed to his
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(Contisued from previous column]

conciusion, What is the sum and sub.
stance of it all ? Simply this. If we
out of this war a stronger,
, less selfish and more mag-
nanimous nation, with higher ideals and
a ciearer perceplion of the brotherhood
of wan, then these, comrades,
have died in vain. Your sacrifices of
other things than life will have been use.
less, and your love has been mispent,
your prayers are still unanswered.
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our wil

Sivoree Trist e Magrien,
The single fellows outplayed the mar-
ried men in the baseball game in the
afternoon, the final score being 14 to 2.
There were only a few really bright
spots in the game, and chief among
them was the eatch by Floyd Jordan, for
the single men, Windom Gramley
laced one but to left center, labeled for
three bases, but Floyd, afeer a hard aad
fast run, speared the drive and took the
joy out of life for the married fellows.
The little center fielder also had a home
run to his credit,
Mexrine o Commrriee,

The general committee held a meet-
ing Monday cvening to settle up the fi-
nangial affairs. After paying all bills,
except one which was placed ig the
hands of an adjusting committee, it was
found there remained a handsome cash
balance, which was ordered invested in
War Saviogs Stamps. A detailed report
ot the finances will be published as all
business is closed,

Before adjourning sive die, the secre~
thry was instructed that May isth all
Sunday schools and lodges in the dis-
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3. W. Potter Buys Property.
George W. Potter, of Centre Hall,
purchased the Mrs. Walters property on
Hoffer street, last week. The price
paid was $1050. Mr. Potter expects to

occupy the place ngxt spring. /
School Opens September 15th,
At a regular meeting of the Centre
Hall school board, on Monday evening,
the time for opesing the fall term of
school was set for Monday, Septegber
isth.  School, therefore, does not begin
until the close of the Grange picnic,
%

What is a Billion’

The American people have become #o
used to speaking 1n big terms that the
use of the word billion no longer excites
any amagement. One billion dollars is
our country's interest on the war debt,
What is a billion dollars ?  Dr. Green,
the Chautauqua lecturer, last week,
said that since the birth of Christ, barely
one billion minutes of time have elapsed,
A dollar for every minute since Christ
was born equals the yearly interest on
our war debt. Can you grasp the mean-
ing of a billion any better now ? A few
minutes of your time and you can figure
that in 1918 years just 1,008,100,800 min-
ytes bave elapsed. :
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Girl Attacked Along Roadway at
Uniontown.

Attacked and left unconscious along
the road, near Uniontown, Thursday
night. Goldie Grover, aged 17, daughltr
of a well known farmer of Walout Hill,
is in a serious condition, A man who
gave his name as Paul Shotar has been
arrested on suspicion,
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All Got Good Appropriations.
Institutions in Centre county and near-
by counties fared wellin appropriations
granted by the recent Legislature and
approved late last week by Governor
Sproul. State College received $1,481.-
462, The Western Penitedtiary receiv-
ed $1,103,958. Of this amount about
$500.000 will be applied to maintenance
of the Pittsburg jastitution and the bal-
ance devoted to maintenance and exten-
sions at the Rockview penitentiary.
The Bellefonte bospital was awarded
$20,000, which 1s an increase of $5.0v0
over the amount allowed two years ago.
The Cottage State Hospital at m




