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Synopsis.~—The crown prince of Livonia, Ferdinand William Otto,
taken to the opera by his aunt, tires

Returning to the palace at night,
finds everything in an uproar as a result of the search which has been
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CHAPTER VIii—Continued.
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The archduchess was terrified. She
had known that there was disaffection
about. She knew that in the last few
years precautions at the palace had
been increased. Sentries were doubled.
Men in the uniforms of lackeys, but
doing no labor, were everywhere. But
with time and safety she had felt se-
cure.

“Of course, the king resumed,
“things are not as bad as that paper
indicates. It is the wvoice of the few, |
rather than the many. Still, it is a |
voice.”

Annunciata looked more than her nge
now. She glanced

"

“1 Will Go Myselt.”

as th she heard the mob

at

mugh, already
the doors.
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wig’'s marriage,”

“Marriage!
threatened !”

“I would be greatly honored,”
the king, “if I might be
finish what I was saying.”

She had the grace to flush.

“Under the circumstances,”
king resumed, “Hedwig's
takes on great sigonificance-
litical significance.”

For a haif-hour
her. More than for
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ministers had tried.
lightened; the represcntation of the
people !ncreased, until, as he sald, he
was only nominally a ruler. But dis-
content remalned. Some who had gone
to America and returned with savings
enough to set thewselves up in busi-
ness, had brought back with them the
American idea.

Aununcinta listened to the end. She
feit no pity for those who would bet-
ter themselves by discontent and its
product, revolt., She felt only resent-
ment, that her peace was being threat- |
ened, position assailed. And in |
her resentment she lacluded the king
bimself, He gshould have done better.
of this she did not
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CONSHIcr

.

hy

Hed-

e

the matter of
said the king
When outg very lives are

retum to

sald
permitted to

the
marriage
great po-

he talked to !
years, he un-|
had tried. His
Taxes had been

then

her

omething
to say.
enoug she finished, o

Karnia Is
of

O

5 wWe
a4
Karnia

make,

does not consider
us.”

He ral
wrong.

the hon

d his hand. “You are
Just now, Karnia s doing us
r of asking an alliance with
us, A matrimonial allinnce.” i

The archduchess was hardly sur- |
prised, ns gne may believe. But she |
was unot minded to yleld too easily,
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So, after all, was the matter of the
Duchess Hedy marriage arranged,
a composite 4»l)Z:rv\"~“ of expediency
and of deflance and anger.
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members of his council—fat
old Friese, young Marschall with the
rat face, austere Bayerl with the
white skin and burning eyes, and oth-
And to them all the king
‘losed his royal will. There was so

ur. But, after all, the king's will
was dominant, Friese could but volee
and relapse
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The chancellor sat silent during the
ave, gllent, but intent. On each
speaker he turned his eyes, and walted
until at last Karl's proposal, with its
was laid befo them in full.
and then, the chancellor
His speech was short., He told
them of what they all knew, their own
urity. He spoke but a word
crown prince, but that softly. And
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Haste,

two reasons, First, the chancellor was
afrald of motors, He had a horseman’s
hatred and fear of machines. Second,
he was not of a mind to rouse King
Karl from a night's sleep, even to bring
the hand of the Princess Hedwig. His
{ Intention was to put up at some Tnn
in a village not far from the lodge and
‘to reach Karl by messenger early in
the morning, before the hunters left
for the day.
| Then, all being prepared duly and in
| order, Mettlich himself would arrive,
and things would go forward with
{ dignity and dispatch.

The valley of the Ar deepened. The
cliff rose above them, a wall broken
here and there by the offtake of nar-
row ravines, flilled with forest
There was a pause while the
on the rear wheels were
by others In front, for there must
;t:w danger of a skid. And another
| pause, where the road slanted peril-
ously toward the brink :-f the chasm,
and cautlon dictated t* the chancel-
lor alight, and make a 'm'n!ra d
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He was well around the curve,
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iber, when a curiously shaped ob-
Jeet projected itself over the of
| the bank, and rolling down, lay almost
t his feet. The lamps brought it into
irp relief—a man, gagged and tied,
vl roiled, cigar shaped, In an auto-

mobile robe,
The chancellor turned,
Then he bent
The others ran up,
What with cold
action, and his
bank, the man could not speak. One
f the secret service men had a flask,
and held it to his lips. An amazing
ituation, indeed, Increased by the dis
vy that under the r¢ he wore
his undergarments, with a sol-
| dier's tunic wrapped around his shoul-
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To this emergency Mettlich rose Hkr‘ !

the doughty old warrior and statesnan
that he was. “If you are willing, sire”
he said, as he rose, “I will go myself.”

“When?"

“Since it must be done, the sooner
the better, Tonight, sire.”

“To the capital?”

“Not g0 far. Karl is hunting.
at Wedeling.”

He went almost immediately, and
the king summoned his valets, and was
to bed. But long
oret wias on the roand toward
he tossed on his nar-
what straits had they
He closed his
Something had gone out of
He did not realize at first
it was, When he did, he smiled
old grim smile in the darkness,
He had lost a foe. More than any-
loved a
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mountains
bed, To
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earily,
life,
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come
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On the Mountain Road.
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| mobile contalning Mettlich and two se- |

They Carried Him Into the Car.

above the road, among trees. 1 gave
| myself up when the snow commenced,
| Few pass this way. But I heard your
car coming and made a desperate ef-
fort.'

“Then.,” asked one of the

’ “these are not your clothes?"

“They are his, sir”

The agent produced a flash light and
inspected the garments., Before the
chancellor's eyes, button by button,
strap on the siteve, atar on the cull,

| came into view lag mmiform of a cap-
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Came into view under the flash a|
pair of gloves, a box of matches, a silk
handkerchief, a card ease. The agent
said nothing, but passed a card to the
chancellor, who read it without com-
ment,
There was silence in the car.
At last the chancellor stirred.
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h.z~~r him first, and fot ﬁ!hv
story unenlightening. Nor could Karl,

1 by a terrified valet, make much
ore of it. When the man had gone,
arl lay back among his pillows and

n-l his agent,

“So Mettlich Is here!™ he gaid.
hasty journey.
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Livonia cordially the next morning, go-
i Ing himself to the
| meet his visitor,

{ hands with him.
“I am greatly honored, excellency,”
| he said, with his twisted swrile,

“And I, sire”

lut the chancellor watched him |
from under his shaggy brows,
messenger had escaped. By now Karl
knew the story, knew of his midnight
ride over the mountains, and the haste
it indicated,

Karl himseif led the way to his
study, Ignoring the chamberiain, and
stood aside to let Mettlich enter,
Then he followed and closed the door.

“It 18 a long time since you have
honored Karnia with a visit,” Karl ob-
served,  “Will you sit down?

Karl himself did not sit. He stood
negligently beside the mantel, an arm
stretched along it
| *“Not since the battle of the Ar,
sire,” replied the chancellor dryly. He
had headed an army of invasion then,

Karl smiled. “I hope that now your
errand Is more peaceful.”

For answer the chancellor opened a
portfolio he earried, and fumbled
among ite papers. DBut, having found
the right one, he held it without open-
ing it. “Before we come to that, sire,
you have here, I believe, detalned for
some strange reason, a Captain Lar-
isch, alde-de-camp”~he paused for ef.
fect-—"to his royal highneas, the crown
prince of Livonia”

Karl glanced up quickly. “Perhaps,
if you will deseribe this-—gentle-
man-—-"

“Nonsense," sald the chancellor test-
ily. “You have hiwm. We have traced
L here. Although by what authority
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But he received the chancellor of |
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you hold him I fall to understand. I
nm here to find out what you have
done with him.”

“Done with him?" echoed Karl. “If
as Captain Larisch you refer to a mad-
man who the night before last—""

“I do, sire. Madman I8 the word.”

“He Is a prisoner,” Karl sald, in a
new tone, stern enough now, “He as-
saulted and robbed one of my men,
He stole certain documents. That he
has not suffered for it already was be-
cause—well, because I belleved that
the unfortunate distrust between your
country and mine, excellency, was
about to end.”

A threat that, undoubtedly. Let the
arrapgement between Karnia and Li-
vonia made, with Hedwig to
the bargain, and Nikky was
epough. But let Livonia demand too
or not agree at all, and Nikky

be seal

hw small part in the game of nations,
sald Karl
“that we discuss first another
| portant matter,
impatience.,” He

The chancellor hesitated,
glanced thoughtfully at the
his hand.
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more m-
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) a little love. Before him rose

a vision of Hedwig, her frank eyes, her

her soft, round

WK, was
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body.
“You have no reason to luxiuo that
she has—looked elsewhere?
“None, sire,” sald the
stoutly.
3y late afternoon all was arranged, |
papers signed and witnessed, and the
two signatures affixed, the one small
and cramped—a soldier's hand; the |

other bold and flowing—the scrawl of |
{a king. And Hedwig, save for the cere-

mony, was the bride of Karl of Kar-

It was then that the chancelior rose
and stretched his legs. “And now,
gire,” he sald, “since we are friends
and no longer enemies, you will, I
know, release that mad boy of mine.”

“When do you start back?

“Within an hour.”

“Before that time"” said Karl, “you
shall have him, chancellor.”

And with that Mettlich was forced
to be content. He trusted Karl no
more now than he ever had. But he
made hia adieus with no hint of trou-
ble In his face.

Karl stood for a moment in the open
alr, It was done, then, and well done,
It was hard to realize. He turned to
the west, where for so long behind the
mountains had lurked an enemy. A
new ern was opening; peace, disarma-
ment, a quiet and prosperous land. He
had spent his years of war and women,
That was over,

When he returned to the study the
agent Kalser was already there. But
Karl, big with plans for the future,
would have been alone, and eyed the
agent with disfavor.

“Well? he demanded,

“We have been able to search the
chancellor's rooms, sire” the agent
enid, “for the articles mentioned last
night—a eard case, gloves, a a silk |
handkerchief, belongine to the pris.
oner upstairs. He 18 Captain Larisch,
aldede-camp to the crown prince of
Livonia.”

i
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safe |

Thus did Nikky Larisch play |
| Hedwlig,
unctuously, |
| then,

he |

chancellor |

He bad expected Earl to be Im-

pressed. But Karl only looked at him,
“lI know that,” he sald coldly. “You
are always just a little late with your

| Information, Kalser.”

Bomething like malice showed in the
agent’s face, “Then you also know,
sire, that it is this Captain Larisch
with whom rumor couples the name of
the Princess Hedwig.” He stepped back

{a pace or two at sight of Karl's face,

“You requested such information, sire.”
For answer, Karl pointed to the door.
For some time ufter he had dis-

missed the agent, Karl paced his
library alone. Kalser brought no un-
verified information. Therefore the
thing was true. Therefore he had had
his enemy in his hand, and now was
to let him go. For a time,
then, Karl pald the penalty of many
misdeeds. His triumph was ashes in
is mouth,

What if this boy, infatuated with
had hidden somewhere on the
Olga Loschek’'s letter? What,
if he recovered it it to
Hedwig? What if—

Jut at last he sent for

and waited for him w

Jealousy and fear in his eye
Five minutes later Nikky
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For a moment Nikky

Lhis eyes,
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sunny.

“
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Hubert dawned
The place sh
ering of snow, which
sticky, to the
o'clock most of 1t had dis
Prince Ferdipand William
informed that the
take place,

Two motors took
streets, to the landing
first were Annunciata,
th and at the Ia "
Miss Brait}
car, and
A poll
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¢ countess,
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agents,

Otto
from

166
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salvaged o~
second

her with |}

the chauffeur
ahead,

by Mettlich’s order bef

-a plain black motor,

nm the royal arms,

In the second machine followed a
part of the suite, Hedwig's lady In
waiting., two gentlemen of the court,
|in parade dress, and Father Gregory,
{come from his monastery at Etzel to
| visit his old friend, the king.

At the landing stage a small crowd
had gathered on seelng the red carpet
laid and the gilt ropes put up, which
indicated a royal visit. A small girl,
with a hastily secured bouquet In her
hot hands, stood nervously walting. In
deference to the anniversary, the flow.
ers were tied with a black ribbon.

Annunciata grumbled when she saw
the crowd, and the occupants of the
first car looked them over carefully. It
remained for Hedwig to spy the black
ribbon. In the confusion, she slipped
over to the little girl, who went quite
white with excitement. “They are
lovely,” Hedwig whispered, “but please
take off the black ribbon.” The child
eyed her anxiously. *“It will come to
pleces, highness.”

“Take the ribbon from your halr.
will be beautiful.”

Which was done! But, as was not
unnatural, the child forgot her speech,
and merely thrust the bouquet, tied
with a large pink bow, into the hands
of Prince Ferdinand Willlam Otto.

“Here,” she sald. It was, perhaps,
the briefest, and therefore the most
agreeable presentation speech the
crown prince had ever heard,
| —— —————

Old Adel!bert, crippled veteran
and long an attendant at the
opera, loses his position, an
event which starts a train of
circumstances which have a
strange bearing upon the future
of the kingdom of Livonia.
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Philadelphia munigipa! court heard
S3,004 cases In last Sscal year,




