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you discovered that an able man of unscrupulous character and political power enough to wreck your 

career was trying to do harm to the girl you loved by stealing her affections and turning them to evil pur- 

poses, would you shoot him before he spoiled the girl or wait until he did it and then kill him? 

sider Captain Hardy's predicament, as described in this installinent, 

went to Lakotah reservation 

uprising of the Indians. 

inald Vandervyn, agency clerk 
disaffected because old 

tribal mine deal. 

of tribal lands and the sale of mine 

as acting agent 

s owned by Indians. 

following the murder of Agent Nogen and a threatened 

Wounded by an ambush shot, he falls in love with Marie Dupont, a quarterbreed, 
who nurses him, but gives no definite answer to his proposal of marriage because she i8 enamored of Reg. 

and scapegrace nephew of Senator Clemmer, 

Jacques Dupont, a wily post trader, and Vandervyn have cheated them in an iHegal 

At first the red men, decelved by Vandervyn, misunderstand the officer's motives, but finally 

accept him as their friend, and a commission, led by Vanderwyn, prepares to go to Washington to secure a division 

Vandervyn plans to get profit for himself. 

Con- 

The army officer, you will recall, 

Hardy learns the Indians are 

    

CHAPTER XVI—Continued. 
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A few days later one of the lines of 

levels happened to bring him and the 
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from the butte. He suggested that 

they go down and across to the spring 

rill for a drink. 

As they turned back, Marie recog- 
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“My Friend, Jake Dupont, Gentlemen.” | 

he comes back-—— But until then | 
you--you will not" i 

“Until then we shall continue to be | 
the same good comrades that we have 

been.” 

The girl drew In a deep breath, 
“Then-let us go back to work)” 

i Hardy accepted the suggestion with 

an self-control that was as remarkable 

ns it was misplaced. 

CHAPTER XVIL 

The Only Woman. 

During the pleasant, busy days that 

followed, to all appearances Marie en- 

Joyed the work and planning and the 

long hours of companionship fully as 

much as Hardy. Dupont, now ever 

bluff and genial, kept close to his 
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girl with good dresses from her own 
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question of accommodations for the 

commissioners, 
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What sort of conspiracy do 
you think that Vandervyn and 
these crooked commissioners 
have formed against Captain 
Hardy? When the Indians find 
they have been tricked will they 
shed white blood?   

TO BE CONTINUED) 

! Safe wet, 
A woman in Pottsville, Pa., Inughed 

“Has It never herself to death, but we are willing 
if you will pardon me,” he replied, and | alike by Marie and by the commission: | occurred to you that you may be a bit | to wager that it waen't over one of 
he shifted the conversation to the ers without comment. After luncheon | ton sure of me? The mine may pinch | ber busheud's jokes-~Detrolt Tunes,  


