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A Tale of Adventures on
An Indian Reservation

THE QUARTERBREED

By
Robert Ames

S T TvvVvY VY VYTYTVYYVYVYYYYY

Floyd Hardy, U. S.
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) pont and Vandervyn of rascality to thelr faces.
:nrmy officer, attacking both his affections and
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N HIS way to take the agency at Lakotah Indian reservation following the murder of Agent
A., rescues a quarterbreed girl and two men from attacking Indians,

Dupont, post-trader, his daughter Marie, and Reginald Vandervyn, agency clerk and nephew of Senator |
L Clemmer. Hardy learns Vandervyn had been promised the agency by his politiclan uncle, discovers the Indians 4
b are disaffected because they have been cheated in a tribal mine whi
:ing, is puzzled when his friendly speech to tribesmen, interpreted by Vandervyn's
P Indians, and he determines to find out what's wrong all around and right
:\vhnm Vandervyn also is courting, and I8 held off, but nursed tenderly by her when shot and wounded from anm-
:l)uf:h, Lost in the mountains after a second ambush attempt on his life, Hardy wanders
b learns they have misunderstood his motives through misinterpretation, makes
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CHAPTER Xl!lI—Continued.
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“The Whole Tribe Hates You—and
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a high, airy tone: “So
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“1 shall see that Justice is done toe
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of passion:

“You hypoerite! you self-righteous
martinet! You would reprimand my
father and Mr. Van, would you? And
each a thousand times better man than
you! Who has made all the trouble
here since you eame?
hates you—and I'm one of the tribe!
You straight-laced prig! You say
Pere and Reggle are dishonest, when
ull they wish to do is to give the tribe
'oml work and good pay. But you-
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Safe Dupont  shook
fragments his hat and
and pulled out his bandanna to wipe
the sweat that was gathering in
bends on his forehead,
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Hardy.

“You're a cool one,” muttered the
trader, and he scowled. “Nom d'un
chien! Just my luck! If I hadn't
sung out, you'd 'a' got smashed under

close call,” remarked

I!hﬂ( first drop.”

“I shall not forget it, Dupont.”

“Me, neither. 'Stead of being rid of
you, here you nre ready as ever to
c¢lean us out—and I done It1"”
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coming back up the mountain-

side, They appeared only 4 few

yards away, as Hardy glanced about,

IHis lips drew when per-

ceived the happy blushes and

the look which Vandervyn was
regarding her half-averted face.

At sight of Hardy she straightened
with proud disdain, and would have
immedintely gone around into the
cabin had he not spoken,

“Pardon me, Miss Dupont. These |
men wish to report to me. May I ask |
you to interpret for them?"

The girl turned coldly to the ser-
gennt, who at once poured out an im- |
passioned  declamation, emphasized |
with swift-formed signs, He was still |
talking, when Dupont sullenly sham- |
bled over from the mine-dump. His |
discontented face darkened still more
when he came within hearing of lhc';
speakers,

At last the sergeant finished his im-
promptu oration. Without looking at |
Hardy, Marie gave the substance of!
the speech wild: satemptuous curt-‘
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“He says they think you were very
brave to follow the shooter into the
broken mountain. They are very
sorry that they could again &nd
the trall of the bad Indian after los-
ing It the bare rocl from which
he must have shot Charlie”
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“Very good,” agreed
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to the reservation boundary and ther:
sell it to you. Have you
the risk of the public surmising the
existence of the mine from the ore
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“No chance of that,” explained Du-
pont, *“Nogen let it out that he got
the ore from a prospect in the moun
tains clean back across the other
boundary of the reservation, and he
gshowed around a smelter report of a
ghipment of ore that we'd doctorod
with barren rock so's it just paid out
expenses,”

Hardy did not smile. He returned
gravely to Marie. “In view of the
general agreement, Miss Dupont, may
I hope that you-—"

“You may not, Captaln Hardy,” she
ungraciopsly Interrupted. *“You in-
sulted my father. He and I shall at
once leave for home"
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The girl turned away without rep
ing. Hardy stood for a moment cool
and still under Vandervyn's exultant
smile; then faced about and
walked off along the mountain
race,
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“1 'see,” taunted Vandervyn., *“You
clear salling with Marie. You're a
great to spout about honor!
You'll go and blat to her about this™

“You know very well 1 cannot
that. Yet If you refuse to give
your word, I shall feel justified
telling Dupont my reason for ordering
you off the reservation”

Vandervyn burst into
laugh.
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ride dowa the Oinna slipped
and held her brother's pony for
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At the foot of the slope the riders
came out through a grove of young,
quaking asps into sudden view of the
picturesque and imposing tribal coun-
Fully half the tribe had gathered
together for the occasion, All up and
down the valley the meadows were
dotted with their ponies. The Indians
in a dense crowd--

_aEgent

at once gave comman to
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Do you believe that Vandervyn
can persuade QOinna to do so or
scare her into misinterpreting
Captain Hardy's statements to
the tribesmen? Will Hardy
catch Vandervyn at his dirty
work this time and punish. him
for it?
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