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LOSSES OCUASIONED
BY FOREST FIRES,

Locnl State Forester, In Second
Anks Qo.operation

Annunl Loss,

Article,

in Freventing Big

In 1897, by an act of legislature, the
Htate was authorized to purchase land
and set it apart fur forestry purposes,
In April, 1915, the total amount sc-
quired was 1,001 556 screa, at & pur-
chase price of $2 283, 029 15 or an aver-
age of $2.27 per acre Thege Stiate
Forests are large tracts of land loested
mainly in the mountainous sections of
Pennsylvania, some of which are well
timber 'd, some not, sst apait to insure
a perpetual supply of tiruber for home
induatries, to prevent destruction of
the foreet cover which controls and
regulates stream flow, to promote
health, to propagate game and fish to
afford recreation places for the publie,
add to the scenic beauty of the coun-
try and to insure prosperity to our
state. They #re open to the public at
all times for all lawful purposes sub-
jected to a few simple rules and rega-
iations
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it as it rushes along t
Join the mountain streama whish sre
the source of all the large rivera. The
sireams are inciessed beyond their ca-
pacity, overflow their banks an !
posite a sediment of sand and gravel
upon the fertile farms adjoiniog their
banks, Then a droughe «ceours, the
brooks and eprings not heving the
forest reservoir call upon dry up
the larger streams snd rivers not hav
ivg the smaller to supply then
reach low water, th mi and watler
power compaties depending upon the
rivers for power are forced 1o close and
the army of unemployed ia increased
Thus we have alternating f1
droughts and the mountain side mas
becomue so badly washed ad eroded
that it is incapab.e of supporting tree
growth

O’'ber indirect
firea which are never noticed ano
never coneidered are : the irjury caus
ed to standing trees by fire scars and
wounds sflording entravee places for
fungi and insects that annually in the
United Stater canse 8 loas of severa
miilions of dollars by decay ; causing
piteh pockets in conifera that redoces
the grade and value of the lumber ;
csusing & decrease in growth a destruce
tion of uniformity snd & change in
compowrition of the forest ; the destrue-
tion of seeds, seedlings and young
growih on the arem necessitating
planting ; the disturbing it fluences on
climate and loeal temperstuse and the
destruction of the ecenic beauty of
wooded bille and mountaine

Aside from the above losses the
actusl loss in money and lives is ap
paliing. Bloce 1870 in the United
Hiates the annual loss by forest fires ia
50 lives, $50,000000 and 50,000,000
scres burned over. In Peonsyivania
the average anuual loss Is° $5000,000
over 10,000,000 bosrd feet of timber de-
stroyed and 168 886 scres burned over.
Iu five years the average anousl cost
of extinguishment has been $32 500 ;
esch county must pay one fifth of the
expenses incurred by the State in ex-
tingulshing fires tha: cccur o that
county. Money saved from forest fires
flows back to the people in the form of
incressed business sctivity, incressed
wages and incressed prosperity, Over
5,000,000 acres of land in the state are
being kept pon-productive by forest
fires, Huc) land s capable of produes
iog from 200 to 500 board feet of Jum-
ber per acre per year or a total of 1.
000,000,000 board feet. Taking sn
averasge of $20.00 per thoussnd as the
cost of cuttiog and workiog this we-
terial up into the folshed product
there fe o direct loss of $20,000 000 in
wages,
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JURORS FOR MAY COURT,
Oourt Convenes Third Monday
List of Graud and Traverse Jurors,

May court opens Monday, May 17th
and continnes two weeks. The jurors,
grand and traverse, are appended :

GRAND JURORS,

H. R. Auman, laborer, Millheim
John R. Barr, carpenter, Ferguson
John Deitrich, plasterer, Bellefonte
John Edwards, merchant, Philipsburg
M. 8. Feidler, gentleman  Millheim

R. G. Goheen, butecher, Ferguson

I. E. Gearhart, carpenter, Philipsburg
John Grove, farmer, College :
L. N. Horn, minister, State College
Elmer Johnson, laborer, Rush

L. M. Kelley, foreman, Snow Shoe
William Loder, laborer, Howard

J. W. Mayes marble dealer, Howard
I'bomas Morgan, janitor, Bellefonte
Ogden B. Malin, clerk, Bellefonte
Howard McCloskey, miner, Snow Shoe
K\\,’).

Lester McClellan, clerk, Bellefonte
James H: Rine, carpenter, Bellefonte
Perry Resides butcher, State College
J. O. Reed, merchant, Philipsburg

D. R. Thomas, er, Half Moon
Geo, J. Weaver rer, Haine

C. W , laborer i'.‘dﬁa;v'!!ur‘b’

\‘\‘ Ly
Roy Witmer, rer, Bellefonte
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Adward Greer
William E. Gart
guson
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W esley Goss

William Glenn, farmer, Fetrguson
Henry , farmer, Harris

P.L clerk, Philipsburg

Edw. Hepburn, contractor, Bellefonte
W. 8. Heath, operator, Rush

2. A “il.kr,(, Daker, Beilefonte

George Hartsock, salesman, Philips-
burg

Fred Humphrey, laborer, Philipsburg
Jacob Keller, justice, F erguson

John A. Lucas, farmer, Boggs

Dauniel Moore, laborer, Rush

Jacob McCloskey, laborer, Curtin

W. H. Ott, carpenter, Bellefonte

W. E. Suith, clerk, State College

. Ureighton Showaiter, gentleman, Phil-
ipsburg
Bruce
Peter

Gingericl
Gulich,

Stover, salesman , Millheim
Stout, laborer, 8. Philipsburg
Peter Smith, farmer. Potter

Musser Sones laborer, Huston
Hawmilton Smith, painter, State Col-
lege

Jacob Shirk, laborer, Bellefonte

Clay Shope, laborer Milesburg

W. C. Thompson, farmer, Howard
twp.

John Walters, mechanic, Philipsburg
D. W. Woodring, agent, Bellefonte
Aquilla Willisms, farmer, Worth
Jacob Williams, farmer, Worth

F. H. Yocum, labor r, Walker

N. H. Yearick, merchant, Marion

&l AL early date,
Forest fires can be prevented st a
small cost when compared to the value
of the timber destroyed. Examine the
following table snd see if this season
with everybody’s co-operation we can
not reduce the screage and loss,

PENNSYLVANIA FOREST FIRES,

Date Area Burned Damage
1579 97000 acres 760,000
1580 685,938 8,043,728
1500 417,000 2,400,000
1496 178,982 557,066
1897 191,029 I
1 MM 22,568 068,345
1509 214 081

1900 206 027

1%l 78,000

12 168,572

1908 04,156
14

1906

1906

1907

100m

22 yoars  $4,1859,460 aores $13,340,9%06

Theso figures are not absolutely ac-
curate bur mre close spproximations,

LEONARD U, BARNES,

that we should earuesily eudesvor o
reach & solution of tuis vital problem

Hiate Forester,

in May.~

LELTER FROM DK, BITNER,

Farmer Excels,

Editor Reporter :

on us, from Centre Hall to Washing-
tou, D. C. The change from apparent
winter to spring was poticeble as we
approached Washiogton. Here the
full bloom ; are
the dogwood and jssmine,

The contrast between Pennsylvaunia
and the south is no where better ehown
than in the housing of farm snimals
and machinery, There are no barns
in Maryland-=>nly stables
forte of the home farm
wanting The
farmer has no superior, as is shown by
the neatness of the surrcundings of his
the care he exercises over
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eak from the piatform in the Grange
Friday
her
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Blo
Pa., rays concerning thesalj
Dr. Ferguson will deliver
Hall:

he lecture of Dr
Ferguson on " The
Mhadows of Marriege and Home,”
delivered in the North Frankford
Baptist church, was & splendid ef-
fort. Thesutject was one to touch
gevery heart, sod the way Dr Fergu-
gon handied it deserves our highest
eommendation, It was the opinion
of every one present that he gave us
& most epjoyable eveniog, indeed.
Dr. Ferguson will be recalied to the
leoture course of our church.”
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Alleged Barn Burners in Jall,

T. G. Ryan, a deputy state fire mar-
shal, of Danville, captured the alleged
leanders of a_gang of barn burcers,
when he arrested and landed o the
Centre county jall, on Saturday, Ed-.
ward Ickes, of Seotia, and Bert Fin-
uegan, of Willismsburg, Blair county,
The men are charged with burniog
the house and barn of H. A. Ellis, in
Baldeagle Valley, in February, 1914,
Within two months before and af.
ter the burning of the Ellis buildings,
five or six barns were burned down in
the same valley, snd it is believed an
organized gang did the work.

{ Prof. Jones Meets With Accident,

Prof. W. R. Jones, principal of
Gregg township’s schools, was acci-
dentally shot in the back of the left
band while practicing for the pley,
“ Little Buckshot,”” given at Spriog
Mille, Baturday. When that part of
the play oalling for the use of the re-
volver sppeared, Prof. Jones was
standing pear to the holder of Lhe gun
and the weapon was discharged. The
shell was a blank, but Mr. Jones never-
theless received a painful wound from
the fire. It was not known that the
gun was loaded, /

The alleys were used to a great ex-
tent by male pedestrians on Saturday.
The resson for thelr popularity was
that they proved a good avenue of
escape from the fire marshal and
forester who had » difficuit tesk in
securing help to fight the forest fires,
It was not long, however, until the
suthorities got next to the scheme and
succeeded in draftiog a number who
preferred to stay st home rather than
sutject themeelves to the annoyances
of fire fighting. It's a good law thst
makes it imperative that able-bodied
men fight forest fires, for few would go
of their own volition.

March Bounties Faud,

I'he Centre Couonty Commissioners
ma out durivg the mounth of March
nties ou 100 weasols, 24 gray foxes,
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The burning of brush started a fire
Thureday morning of last week along
the base of Nittany Mountain, and
destroyed on wseveral hun-
dred acres of mountain lsnd, The fire
started at the Guy Brooks place wher
Mr. Brooks was disposing of & hesp of
, brush,

timber

The fire swept scross s grass
[fleld and in & very ehort time com-
| municated the mountain lsnd,
The dry condition of the ground, aid.
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DEATIY,

Gune of the most sudden, unexpected
and eaddest death which occurred in
itly was that of Will-
lam A. Btiffler, who died Thursday
moroing of last week at his
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Agriculture, based on t yadition of
the growing crop on April 1, may
incressed or decressed anccording to the

sge in the coutl & hislory, wers
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Le

changes in condition from that date to
time of harvest,

Winter wheat conditio April 1
wae 88 8 per centof a8 normal, agaiust
956 Inst year aud 876, the
average, There was an increase of 0.5
points from Isst Decemaber,
with au average decline of 2
in the past ten years,

Rye condition was 89.05 per cent of
& normal, against 913 Isst year 901,
the len-year average.
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ten-year

com pared
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" The High *chool Frishman ™

Thuraday night of next week, April
2ad, ** The High Bchool Freshman "’
will be rendered by home talent, un-
dor the auspices of the Centre Hall
baseball club. The play is a three-act
comedy and the two hours that it will
require to play it are replete with
smusing incidents that will Keep the
sudience in = lsoghing humor
throughout, Belween acls two vaude-
ville sketches will be Ilotroduced-—
“ The Umbrella Mender”’ and “Troub-
led by Ghowuts,"”’

The admission price will be fifleen
and twenty-five cents ; reserved sests,
thirty cents.

In Grange Areadia, Thursday, April
22n4a.

Hecelves Federal Appointment,

W. B, Krise, a former Centre Hall
boy, has received s position as ¢ atherer
of industrial statistios for the census
bureau of the federal goverment. The
position was unsolicited and came
thra Warren Worth Balley, congress-
man of the district composed of
Cambria, Biair and Bedford counties.
Mr. Krise's territory will consist of
Csmbris county, He 8 now in
Pittaburgh learning the work under
E B. White, special agent of the
Census Buresu.

James E, Quigley, brother of Henry
Quigley, E«q., of Bellefonte, died at
bis howe in Pittsburgh, Sunday morn-
lng of puneumonis, aged forty-two
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week,
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the head
urday and from that time grew
steadily w u his death. He
“ n of Jefferson Davis and
Bertha Hubler and was born at Ert
town almost twently years ago.
growing to manhood assisted his
father in the blackemith shop and was
an induetrious and exemplary young
man. He was a member of the Fee
formed church at Bia'e College. He
is survived by his parents, two brothe
ers and one sieter. T funera! wse
beld on Saturday morning and burial
made in the Pine Hall cemetery,

College, 1
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Thomas W, Hurd, the fourth mayor
of Altoonas, died in Martiosburg, Wed-
nesday of last week, al the age of nine
ty-one years, He was born in Milee-
burg and in 1844 moved, with his pa-
rents, to Hollidayeburg. In 1868 he
became a resident of Altoona and ten
years iater was elected mayor on the
Democratic ticket,

Desths of Usntre Countians,

Mrs, Amands Ward died at her
bome in Pine Grove Mille Wedneadsy
of last week after an iliness of some
time with cancer, Her age was sixty-
two years,

Mrs. SBosanuah Hall died at her
howe in Howard, sged eightywix
yenrs,

Mre. Mary Eckenroth died at her
home in Plessant Gap of paralysis,
aged eighty-three years. She was a
siater of Mrs, Thomas Grove of Centre
Hall,

Epecial Announopment,

Mre, L. W, 8. Person of Phillips
burg, New Jersey, will be at the resi.
denoe of Mre. M. E. Strohm, Aprit 14
to 19ih, ivclusive, instead of dates pre-
viously sonounced Mras, Person will
have a complete display of the iatest
New York styles in summer milll
nery. adv,

'l‘o-du(’l‘nund;y) is the opening
of the trout season.,
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ITOWN AND COUNTY NEWS,

| HAPPENINGS OF LOCAL INTEREST
| FROM ALL PARTS

Blank receipt books for sale st this
office, Price fifteen cents.

i

Lock Haven will use 30,000 gallons
of road oll on its streets this summer
The Varneys will be in Bellefonte

“ Welfare

next week L
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The gradustion exercises of the Mill-
heim high school will be held in the
Reformed church on Thursday even-
ing, Aprii 20, The cisss consists of
five members, a8 follows : Miss Adah
Smith, Miss Martha Smith and Jacob
Kessler of Millheim, snd Miss Meda
Bower and Fred Wolle of Aaronsburg.

Bellefonis fishermen must forego
the pleasure of fishing from the walks
on Water street between Waites and
the C, K. K. yards, a8 & result of ac-
tion by oouncil, This wsction wss
taken upon complaint from a number
f citizens, who statled that it was
daungerous for pedestrians. The police
bave been notified to enforce the rul-
ing of council.

A brooder containing one hundred
and twenty-five chicks caught fire
from the lamp, burned brooder and
chicks, an incabator, s lot of canned
fruit and potatoes, besides the summer
bouse in which all were located, Tues-
day night of last week. Harry Horper
of Colyer was the unfortunate man.
I'he fire started while the family was
ssleep and the building was almost
consumed before the biaze was die-
covered,

W. F. Bradford, the new owner of
the Centre Hall Flouring Mill, closed
a busy week, during which time an
inventory of stock was taken. In an-
other column appears his advertise-
ment and it is of especial interest to
farmers st this particular time of the
year when & new plow, cultivator,
grain drill or other farm implement is
needed. Mr. Bradford carries a com-
plete line of standard implements that
don’t go wrong. Read his ad, e

It you want to learn something
about the poplar—the messly, oon-
temptible popiar—as a shade tree, take
& look at the “ trimmed up' poplars
along the cemetery. A look along this
line of stubs of trees cught to deter one
from not oniy plsnting this partioular
species of trees for oroameotal or
shade, but ought to induce those who
have done 80 to lay the ax near to the
root of every one now growing. Every
poplar now growing .in Centre Hall
will ere long be an eyesore,




