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SYNOPSIS. 

| fingers 
The scene at the opening of the story 1s | 

Iaid In the library of an old worn-out 
southern plantation, known as the Bar- | 

ony. The place is to be sold, and Its} 
histery and that of the owners, the 
Quintards, is the subject of discussion by | 
Jonathan Crenshaw, a business man, & | 
stranger known as Bladen, and Bob 
Yancy, a farmer, when Hannibal Wayne 
Jiazard, a mysterious chidd of the old! 

ithern family. makes Nis appearance. 
ney tells how! he adopted the boy. Na- 

thaniel! Ferris buys the Barony, but the 
Quintards deny any knowledge of the | 

boy Yancy to keep Hannibal, Captain 
Murrell, a friend of the Quintards, ap- 

and asKs questions about the Bar- 
+. at Seratch Hl . when Han- 

8 kidnaped by Dav Blount, Cap- 
fu agen ancy overt: kes 

m a th rashing and secures | 
Yancy. appears be Squire | 

, and is discharged with costs for | 
aintiff. Betty Maliroy, p of | 

. has an encounter i 
. who forces his at 
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dering his 
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entered the lit 

otioned Steve 

Y oi 

ithd may 

is Judge Price's orders. Allow | 

house unless they i 

me, or as | send 

you understand? 

leared the may 

* me a decanter of corn whisky- 

a bit may ask the 

to sep here” 

‘Yes, sah.” And Steve withdrew 

I'he judge drew an easy-chalr 

the flat-topped desk that stood In the | 
of the room, and seated him. | 

self | 

“Are you going to make this 

excuse for another drunk, Price? 

so. | the greatest contempt 

you,” said Mahaffy sternly : 

The judge winced at this. ! 

‘You have made a regrettable 

choice of words, Solomon,” he urged 

gently 

Where's your feeling for the boy? 

“Here!” sald the judge, with an elo. 
quent gesture, resting his hand on his 

heart 

If you let whisky alone, I'll believe 

you; 
atand.”’ 

The door opened, and the sheriff 

slouched Into the room, He was chew: 

ing n loug wheat straw, and his whole 
appearance was on~ Ww troubled weak: 

riesy 

“Morning,” he smd briefly, 

“Sit down, sheriff,” and the judge 
indicated 2 xwek seat for the official 

fo a diaMht corner. “Have you learned 
anythiug?’ he asked. 

The sheriff shook his head, 
“What you turning all these neligh- 

bors out of doors for?” he questioned. 

“We don't want people tracking in 
and out the house, sheriff. Important 
evidence may be destroyed. I propose 
examining the slaves firat-—does that 
ment with your approval?” : 

“Ob, I've talked with them; they 
den’t know nothing,” said the sheriff, 
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“Please God, we may 

on some villain 

said the judge, 

Outside it was noised about that 

Judge Price had taken matters In 

hand-—he wag the oid fellow who had 

been warned to keep his mouth shut, 

and who had never stopped talking 

since. A crowd collected beyond the | 

windows and feasted {13 eyes! 

back of this hero's bald head. | 

One by one the house servants were | 

ushered into the judge presence. 

First he interrogated little Steve, who | 

nad go to Miss Betty's door that 

woraning to rouse her, as was his cus-| 

Next he exam ined Betty's maid; 

then the cook, and various house serv. 

who had nothing especial W tell, | 

told it at considerable length; and | 

big Steve 
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the servants, 

“Well, what 

asked Mahafly 

were alone. 

“Rubbish! Take my word for it, | 
Solomon, this blow is leveled at me, | 

I have been too forward in my at 

tempts to suppress the carnival of | 

crime that is raging through west] 

Tennessee You'll observe that Miss 

Malroy disappeared at a moment) 

the public is disposed to think | 

retained me as her legal ad- 

probably will be set at lib 

when she agrees to drop the mat. 

of Norton's murder. As for the 

they'll use him to compel my si 

and inaction.” The Judge took 

breath. "Yet there remaing one 

where the boy 18 concerned that 

baffles me it Knew 

more of his antecedents 

me to make a startiing 

move." 
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“Hicks Says 

"I'l 

name? 

him” 

sheriff 

The sheriff was gone from the room | 

only a few moments, and returned 

with the information that Hicks was 

down at the bayo®, which was to bo 

dragged. { 

“Why?” inquired the judge i 

“Hicks says Miss Mairoy’'s been act. | 
ing mighty queer ever since Charley | 

Norton was shot-—distracted like! He 
says he noticed it, and that Tom Ware 

noticed it” 
“How does he expiain the boy's dis | 

appearance?’ 

“He rockons the throwed herself in, 

and the boy tried to drag ber out, like 

he naturally would. and got drawed | 
in" 

“Humph! I'll trouble Mr. Hicks to | 
gtop here,” sald the judge quietly. 

“There's Mr. Carrington and a 
couple of strangers outside who've 
beon asking about Miss Malroy end 
the boy, seems like the strangers 
knowed her and him back yonder In 
Noth Carolina,” sald the sheriff as he 
turned away. 
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| matter what it involves.” 

where he had gald good-by to Betty 

| searcely a week before, 

The two men had paused by the 

door. They now advanced. One was 

| gaunt and haggard, his face disfigured 

by a great red scar; the other was a 

shock-headed individual who moved 

a shambling gait. Both carried 

rifles and both were dressed In coarse 

homespun 

gir,” sald the man with 

“Yancy's my name, and 

gentleman ‘lows he'd rather be 
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Mr. Mabhafly and | hold 

in the tenderestl regard; 

our constant companion 

lost to him in 

rely upon we 

his recovery, no 
The judge's 

unalterable resolu 

the Loy 

As ££) 

turned agai 

Mr. Yancy 

your nephew 

he hs 

ever 

£8 

18 been 

g#ince you were 

crigis you may 
committed to 

us; 

fone was one of 

| tion. 

been 

sald 

have 

to him,” 

“1 reckon you-all 

good and kind 

mighty 

Yancy 

{ huskily 

| Yancy 
| lution legadly 

“We have endeavored to be, Mr, 

indeed 1 had formed the reso. 

to adopt him should you 

| not come to claim him. I should have 
| given him my name, and made him 

Charley Norton 

delicacy--the law, sir, fully recog! 
nizes that. [It seems to me he is over | 
anxious to account for her disappear 

ance In A manner that can compro 

mise no one 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

The Judge Finds Allies. 
They were interrupted by the open: 

ing of the door, and big Steve admit. 

ted Carrington and the two men of | 
whom the sheriff had spoken. i 

“A shocking condition of affairs, 

way of greeting. 

“Yes,” sald Carrington shortly. 

“You left these parts some time ago, 
I believe?” continued the judge. 

“The day before Norton was shot. | 
ii 

heard of his death when [ reached 
Randolph on’ the second bluff,” ex- 
plained Carrington, from whose cheeks 
the weather-beaten bloom had faded. 
He rested his hand on the edge of 
the desk and turned to the men who 
had followed him into the room. “This 
is the gentleman you wish to see,” he 
sald, and stepped to one of the win: 
dows: 1t overlooked the terraces   

| my heir 

| Judge, 
{ which he had dedicated one 

| loe’s trade labels, 
| philanthropic fervor 

| thrust out 

His education has already 

begun under my supervision,” and the 

remembering the high use to 

of Peg 

fairly glowed with 

“Think of that!” murmured Yancy 

poftly. He was deeply moved. So was 

Mr. Cavendish, who was gifted with 

a wealth of ready sympathy He 

a hardened band to the 

judge 

“Shake!” he sald. “You're a heap 
better than you look” A thin ripple 
of laughter espaped Mahafly, but the 

judge accepted Chills and Fevers 
proffered hand. He understood that 
here was a simple genuine soul 

“Price, isn’t it important for us to 
know why Mr. Yancy thinks the boy 
has been taken back to North Caro 

Hina?” sald Mahalfy 

“Just what kin is Hannibai to yon, 

Mr, Yancy?” asked the judge resum- 

ing his seat. 

“Strictly speaking, he ain't none. 

| That he come to live with me is all 
| owing to Mr. Crenshaw, who's a good | 
man when left to himself, but he's 
got a wife, so a body may say he never 
fa left to himself,” began Yancy; and 
then briefly he told the story of the 
woman and the child much as he had 
told it to Bladen at the Barony the 
day of General Quintard’s funeral 
The judge, his back to the light and 

his face in shadow, rested his left eo) 
bow on the desk and with hid chin 
sunk in his palm, followed the Scratch 
Hiller's narrative with the closest at 
tention. 

TO BE CONTINUED.) 

STEEL TRUST TREASON == ATTORNEYS. 

| AnminG POSSIBLE ENEMIES or | 
THE UNITED STATES. 

| Under Protection it Sells Armor Plate 

to Foreign Nations 40 Per, 

Cent. Cheaper Than 
at Home, 

The steel trust is a great financial, 
industrial, and especially a great po- 

litical institution. 

Through political influence it gets 

free trade labor and the highest kind 

of “protection” on its manufactured 

product 

Through its control of the 

administration it received permission 

to break the law, and buy in at panie 

prices the property of its only strong 

competitor, the Tennessee Coal and 
Iron company 

Through its control of every Repub 

ican administration it has been able 

to follow a course of downright trea 

son toward the United States govern 

ment and still keep the that 
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be that all imports 

our own vessels and all 
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domestic and foreign vessels would 

eros the ocean in one direction 

empty. and freight rates would have 

to be so high as to pay for the round 

trip with cargoes carried way 

The deep sea carryine trade 
herently competitive, and we cannot 
porsibly change it 

What good does it do the Ameri 

can shipbuilder to limit American 

registry to the products of his vard? 
Ships under foreign flags can bring 

goods to and take goods from our 
ports, and this must be so until we 

i are willing to have our shipping 

barred from foreign ports. American 
registry is not necessary to enable a 

vessel to do business in our ports or 

even to be the property of our eitl 

gens, and Americans own a large 

amount of shipping under foreign 

flags. 

If our yards are not now building 
vessels for the deep sea trade, how 

, could their business be affected If 
American registry were granted to 
foreign-built ships? 
lose anything they have not got, and 
never can get until mey can com 
pete with foreign shipyards 
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Colonel Roosevelt announces that 

it will take more than 50 years to 

put all his ideas into effect. He must | 
| not worry; the country will be will 
Ing to wait a great deal longer than 

Our yards cannot | 
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| that for most of them Philadelphia | 

Taft Will Return the Call, 
Gov. Wilson courteously 

President Taft when both were guests 
of the same Boston hotel. And we 
hazard nothing in saying that Mr, Taft 
will Just as courteously visit President 
Wilson under similar conditions dur 
ing the latter's sdministration. The 
amenities of life ought not to be lost 
in partisanship. 

By “scientific revision of the tari” 
the president is supposed to mean re. 
vision by the men who have made a 
selence of plundering the public.   
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