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CHAPTER L—(Continued.)

He fe!t her eyes upon him, seriously
sweet and questioning, and frowned
slightly, wishing he had held his ton
gae, though aware that he could
have, caring the way he did.

“Why not tell me? I'm
Garrett.”

“Well,l . . " It was difficult: an
impertinence; incredible, besi
aow that he had committed himself,
he stiffened a resolve and plunged. "It
was said that your engagement to
man Blackstock would
before long.”
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She misinterpreted his confusion
“1 know what you're thinking
he's not a spoke in our particular so
clal wheel: an outdider. Must | con-
demn him for that? Are there
right men, Qarrett, but yourself and
others of our ‘set?” 1 know he has
his lacks; | fancy you'd call
crude, If you were candld with me
tut men of his genius, his upbringing

Not that | concede any
crudity in him: it's hardly that: he
merely lacks—something--difficult to
name it; not cultivation. not sensibill
ty, but. I'd say. friends.”

“He has many. "

So she cared enouuh to fight for
him! There was bitterneas, surpass
ing the bitterness of aloes, in that dis-
covery.

“I mean the right kind, yourself, for
instance; friends to bring him out.
He's quick, adaptable, of a good fami-
ly~if not a wealthy one.”

Coast fell back upon the one men.
tionable objection of which he had
certain knowledge. “He's got a vil
lainous temper.”

“Friends woud teach him to contro!
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“I't1 drop In for tea
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“Have you ever needed an invita
tion, Garrett?”

“Then I'll come.”

He nodded to the
car swept away

Long after it had shot out of sight,
he stood staring. Then discovering
himself bareheaded, hat and stick In
bhand, an object of amused regard,
with a curt laugh of confusion and
awakened self-connclousness, he
turned back through the park.
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