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by the 
many of 

in small and rural districts, and just here 
ba it confessed that good many peo 
ple who to this day declare that it is more devo 

tional and inepiring than the solos of the high 

est salaried singers. But, be that as it may, the 
soloiets have supplanted the congregation as 
singers in practically every city ehurch and In 
many of those in the smaller towns. 

The first entry of the soloists into this fleld 

cama when one, two, or a quartette of singers In 

each congregation who possessed the best voices 

were induced to specialize to the extent of pre 
paring one authem for rendition each Sunday, 
as well as. in effect, leading the congregational 

singing. Or, in some churches where the con 

gregation was not strong vocally or the members 

were diffident about engaging in the chorus sing 

ing, there was organized a choir of anywhere 
from eight to sixteen members that bore the 
whole burden of the musical responsibility just 

as do the vested choirs In many of the Epis 

copal churches. Under this plan the singers 
have almost invariably been members of the 
church where they sing and as a rule they have 
given thelr services free or have received very 

modest sums for their services, 
While the above mentioned plan or one in 

which cholr and congregational singing is com- 

bined is still in vogue in thousands of churches 

all over the country, a further step In musical 

development has been taken by most of the 
prominent ard wealthy city churches. In thede 

places of worship one may hear on Easter morn 
ing music of as fine a quality as can be listened 

to in any grand pera bourse. The secret lies in 

the fact that in these fashionable churches the 
music is provided by highsalaried musicians who 
are engaged solely for their musical ability and 
without reference to anything else. Indeed. 
since good volces have come to be demanded 
above all else we find that not once in a dozen 
cases 18 a highly-pald choir singer a member of 
the church in which she sings. Mayhap she is 
not a member of any church. There are also 

well-known instances in which Catholic singers 
appear regularly in Protestant churches and vice 
versa. 

Similarly the pipe organist of the twentieth 
century fashionable city church is chosen solely 
because of his musical ability and not because he 
is a fellow-churchmsn, which be probably is not. 
Even more odd in the eyes of some folk with old. 
time ideas is the system of recruiting the orches 
tras of the leading churches. But, perbaps, te 
pause for a moment, the reader had not realized 
that an orchestra Is now considered essential in 
every fashionable church. Such is the case, how. 
ever, and in a majority of cases the musicians 
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who comprise a church orchestra are employed 

during the week in the orchestra of some local 

theater. And these orchestras: have to bold re 

hearsals for their church work, just as they do 

for their theater work. Just before Easter the 

rehearsals are unusually exacting, for the orches 

tra in each church is called upon to play the ac- 

companiments for vocal selections that are un 

usually numerous and exceptionally elaborate in 

character. Like as not, too, there will be flute 

obligatos and violin obligatos. Indead, in some 

churches a violin solo is now a feature of every 

Sunday program, and even cornet solos are not 

unknown in such environment. 

The Easter music In a fashionable church ia 
likely to cost a pretty peany-—almost as much as 

the special floral decorations, mayhap, and that 

is saying a good deal. For one thing the orches 
tra is a pretty expensive luxury, which can be 
appreciated when we figure that there are pre 

sumably seven or nine men who receive, say, 

$4 or 85 per Sunday. The organist, if be is an 
accomplished artist, receives perhaps twice as 

much as any member of the orchestra. After 
all, however, it is the vocal soloists who run up 
the expense bills in these churches which are 
always crowded--partiy, let us suspect, because 

the music is so fine. 

The cost of church singing of the professional 

class hes advanced In recent years even more 

rapidly than the cost of living. Thefe are yet 

to be found professional singers of some ability 
who are singing In churches for $6 per Sunday, 
but all the more prominent soloists have ad 
vanced far beyond thet figure for their services 
Indeed, there are church soloists in New York 
and other large cities who receive salaries of 
$5,000 a year, and in some instances such salaries 
are pald by churches that have never been heard 
of by the average citizen outside of the city In 
which they are located. For her $100 a week 
A cholr “star” is required to sing once and more 
likely twice on Sunday and is supposed to attend 
at least one rehearsal —say on Friday. However, 
she has plenty of leisure for teaching music. if 
#he cares to do so, or for accepting outside con: 
cert engagements If the condition of her voles 
will permit. Indeed, she can make of her church 
singing simply a “sides line” 

The Easter season sees the culmination of an 
ever-existing rivalry between churches for solo 
iste of marked ability, for, be It known, choir 
singers of the first rank are not much more 
numerous than operatic of the first emi 
nence. Of late regular or employment 

sents sa program that is almost 

fly pretentious programs 

for the song service is at four o'clock in the aft 

ernoon. which time prevents it from interfering 

or rather conflicting with any of the other church 

services 

usuaily is characterized by a balmy atmosphere 

the outdoor Easter song service is gaining popu 

larity in the same measure that open-air church 

services are gaining vogue in all parts of the 
country during the summer 
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The First Easter Day 
BY STANLEY WATERLOO. 

Never so sweet a hush 

In all Judean nights, 
Never so falr a sun 

Rose o'er Judean Heights, 

Never so hovering close 

Did all of heaven lean 
As when approached the tomb 

The weeping Magdalene. 

What marvel greets her eyes! 
Too tear-bedimmed are they? 

Behold no portal barred; 
The stone is rolled away! 

Vacant the sheltering depth 
Where he was ald to rest, 

Vacant the narrow space 
Whereon his body pres't. 

Only the cerements white 
Where He, the Son, had lain 

Only at head and foot 
The guarding angels twain, 

The guarding angels twaln, 
Of gentle mien and grave, 

To speak of word fulfilled 
Of him who died to save. 

How spread the mighty truth, 
How all the earth divined! 

  

Felt by so many upon the return of warm weather 

is due to the impure, impoverished, devitalized 

condition of the blood which causes that tired 

feeling and loss of appetite as well as the pimples, 

boils and other eruptions so common at this season, 
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Facts for Weak Women 
Nine-tenths of all the sickness of women is due to some derangement or die 

ease of the organs distinctly feminine. Such sickness cea be cured is cured 

every day by 

Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription 
It Makes Weak Women Strong, 

Sick Women Well. 

It acts directly on the organs affected and is at the same time a general restora 

tive tonic for the whole system. It cures female complaint right in the privacy 

of home. It makes unnecessary the disagreeable questioning, examinahions and 

local treatment so universally insisted upon by doctors, and so sbhorrest te 

every modest woman, 
We shall not particularize here as to the symptoms of 

those peculiar affections incident to women, but those 

wanting full information as to their symptoms and 

means of positive cure are referred to the Yeople's Com. 

mon Sense Medical Adviser—1008 pages, newly revised 

and up-to-date Edition, seut free on receipt of 31 one 

cent stamps to cover cost of wrapping and mailing enly, 

in French cloth binding. Address: Dr. R. V. Pierce, 

No. 663 Main Street, Buffalo, N. Y. 
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Over 2 Million Men have out our claim 
Rat the SOc Regular President Work ore ot pr clin REGULAR 

shirt made. Now, we have ourselves ‘one better in 
the manufacture of the Extra ec Pres Work Shirt at $1. 

Each is a strong, clean-cut, attractive looking garment, made _ 
a variety of neat, wear proof, washable fabrics and Guaranteed. [) 
dealer can supply you; if not send us his name, your collar 

ize with price in stamps for sample shirt and book of new patterns. 
The President Shirt Co., 110 W. Fayette Street, Baltimore, Md.  


