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Bethlehem, aslumber amidst thy  starlit hills;,
fair Judaean pastures. whose ancient lore fultus

prayer of Priest and Prophet, the nhope of Heaven "and Eartp

5t hear, in dreams ecstatic, the anthem of Love's birth 2/
t see in wondrous vision, the aureole-crowned King,
star-led Magi, speeding, their precious gifts to bring? _
t Ssee the Mother bending with yearning heart and eyes
'er, that_incarnate Saviour- the Lord of earth and skies?

e ¢ 9

o o

feart” dost™hear the story: or art thou too. asleep.
‘weary with the vigil that human hearts must keep?
know that thou dost shelter, like Bethiehem of old)
Son of God incarnate, and gifts of grace untoid ?
as the star illumined The wWay, that holy night.
y life may guide all wanderers, with Love's eternal light
Bethlehem, awaken! O Heart, arise and sing ! _
is_is_the Advent Clorious, the_Birthday of thy King !

IElizabeth. Rugglées

A CHRISTMAS LEGEND

(Translated From the French by H. Twitchell.)

time long,
when the

NCE upon a
long ago,
wonderful things told
of in legends bap-
pened, the smiling
country of Avignon

France was not beautiful as
£ is now. No white cottages and
green vineyards adorned the hillside.
Only a shepherd’s hut was to be seen
Here lived Eudes, his wife and two
ohildren.

One cold, stormy Christmas night,
as Eudes was plodding homeward
after sheltering his flock, he was a
prey to the most melancholy reflec-
tions. He thought of his hard lot,
his poverty, and felt that the future
held nothing in store for him. As
he neared his home the north wind
redoubled its fury, and he heard the
chimes of the nearest church ringing
out through the frosty alr.

“Christmas chimes!” he thought
=“Christmas is for happy and rich
people, no! for poor shepherds like
me.”

His dark
motice of his wife when he entere
his lowly hut. She sent®the children
to amuse him, and soon saw him
smile as he listened to their prattle

As the evening wore on the storm
increased, but seated before the fire
biazing in the chimney, Eudes forgot
hig discontent,

happy at being shel
tered from the raging tempest. When
the family were about to sit down to
their evening meal they heard a loud
knock. and a volce outside cried

‘Open the door, my good man, fo
the jove of the living God, whoss
birth we colebrate this night!

“Who are you?' asked Eudes

‘1 am an old man who has traveled
many 4 weary mile in this terrible
eold. 1am a: the end of my strength
and can go no further. Open the
door, il thou hast any kindness in thy
heart!”

Now, Eudes had a great deal of
kindness In his heart, so he opened
the door at once. On the threshold
#toed a stately old man, beautiful to
tehold with luxuriant white beard
and e¢lear, bhilue eyes. There was
nothing sordid in his dress. He car.
ried a heavy cane, upon which he
leaned with dignity and grace.

“Welcome, old man,” said the shep-
herd, cordially.

“¢ thank three, my son. My bless-
ings be wpon thy house” The vis
itor spoke slowly, and his voice was
¥ke soothing susie.

May I ask you to share our frugal
meal?’ agked Budes,

“f thank thee again. Thy repast
will be indesd welcome, and on lis
tening to thy words of welcome my
heart is already cheered”

OGoing op to the cradle where the
children were sleeping, he paused,
and contemplated them. “The
chernbs! How peacefully they sleep,
and how sweet their dreams must
be' On this Christmas night visions
of the Child Jesus doubtless smile
upon them."

Fudes and his wife felt themselves
moved In & mysterious way as they
listened to the sweet volce:

“Long ago the TMedeemer was born
in a faraway land, where the air Is
Hght and pure, and where lilles grow
on the mountainside. The skies were
not overcast on that night, and the
stars sang together.”

Soon after they wsat down to the
thumble meal. The guest pralsed the
order and cleanliness which he saw
everywhere. On hearing this Eudes
began to lament because of his pov.
erty and his labérious life. He spoke
of his discouragement and fallure,
and referred to the future with utter
topelessness.

But the old man consoled him, He
lpolro of the charm of a life so full

of libertyw
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CHRIST AND THE CHILDREN.
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In America alizost -all <children
hang up their
eve, to be filled by kind old Santa
Claus. In Germany they make more
of Christmas than we do in Amerl
¢a. Everywhere the
is nsed,

If a family i8 too poor to have »
whole tree, a single branch only will
stand in a conspicuous place,
swith the few simple gifts,

A week before Christmas St
olas visits the children, to
who have been good epough to re
celve the gifts the Christ-child wil)
bring them on Christmas eve

It Is a very usual thing to see
German Christmas-tree, way up i
the very topmost branch, an image
representing the Christ-child,
while below are sometimes placed
other images representing angels
with ontspread wings

After the tree is lig
gather round 4t, and sing
hymn

In France may be almost
ally seen representat
ger In whirh t.?ﬁr;al
figures of Mary, Joseph and the
child Jesus, and cattle feeding nea®
by. Often these representations are
decorated with flowers, and lighted
candles burn softly belore them

In Norway the have a de
lightful custom of putting on the
roof of the a pole in the
vard, a large sheal of wheat for the
birds, who fully thelr
Christmas feast,

In England almo
can do so has 3
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A CHﬁlSTMAS LITANY
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| Oh Christ. the and living Vine,
As Christmas garlands we eniwine,
Adorn for wus each heart's true

e
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pray Thee, Holy Jesu
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BY OTTILLIE ROEDERSTEIN,

From " The Christ Face in Art,"”

CHRISTMAS CHIMES FROM MANY in the air, although these give no

CLIMES.

Christmas Is always a season of

sign of warning to the senses. On
this account an Indlan has an un-
bunbhmolmﬂuuu
Mm
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COMMERCIAL

Market Reports.

R. G. Dun & Co.'s Weekly Review
of Trade says:

“The
and the close
curiails operations in
mrakets, though retail
respondingly augmented and every
indication points to a very large
distribution of merchandise,

“The difficulty experienced by the
steel mills in making prompt dellv-
eries ig the cause for some
ment in the demand for
products, while the 1luli in pig-
iron buying is becoming more pro-
nounced, production rapidly overtak.
ing consumptive requirements, Cotton
goods are steadier, and larger pur-
chases of gray goods have been made
on. contract, The Fall River wage
schedules have been continued on a
basis of 8 per cent. above normal
and the wage agreement will be con-
tinued for another six months. Job-
bers are buying in a very limited
way and are taking their semianoual
inventories.”

Bradstreet's says:

“Colder weather and the nearer ap-
proach of the holidays have stimu-
lated trade quite generally through-
out the North and West, and even
heiped Southern trade, especially in
the western part of the cotton States,
As the week advanced there seemel
to be evidence that the nrmaiiroad
strike was losing its -ﬂvf‘(xw'i
a trade deterrent, though the statis
tics of flour output at large North-
western cities show those centers Lo
have been sharply affected

Jusiness fallures in the United
Stateg for the endigg with De-
cember 9 were 259, against 230 last
week, 2995 1 tl woeek of 1908
284 In IH»., 1 1906 and
in 1905

Wholeéale Markets

New York,~—Wheat-—85pot hrm;
No. 2 red, 126« non domest
elevator; No. 2 red, 1.20% n w:.:.‘al
f. o. b. afloat; No. 1 Du-
luth, 1.20% nominal !
No. 2 hard winter
f. 0. b. alloat

Corn—S8Spot firm; N 2, 12¢
vator domestic, 2% livered and
66% f. o. b. afloat all nominal Op-
tion market was without Uransa
tions, closing unchanged to % ¢ nuet
bhigher. December closed 69 %¢
May closed 70%.

Qats—Spot firm,
Ibs., nominal; natural white, 26@
82 1bs., 45% @ 47% ; clipped white,
34@42 1bs., 463 @51 Option
market was without transactions,
closing unchanged. May closed
47 %¢c

Butter ~
packages. Creamery
34%c.: do., extras, 33 %

Egpgs-—Irregular; receipts, 6,175
cases. State, Pennsylvania an x! near-
by gathered, white, 32@40; do.,
hennery, brown and mixed fancy, 38
it 40: do., gathered brown, 30@ 37,
Western extra first, 324G 34; fOrst,

a9 31;: seconds, 26@ 28

most
trade is cor-

finishel

EES an

week

220

Lnal

ele-

BEGE DD
26 @S2

mixed,

receipts, 3.450
specials,

Firm;

Philadelphia, - Wheat “irm;
contract grade, December,
118c

Lvorn

116 @

high-

Janu-

Firm; December ifc.

December,

i 63 4

Firm, % @ 1c. higher; No

white, natural, 49& 49 % ¢
Butter exira

creamery, 35c¢.; do., nearby

36

Eggs

63 % @ 64c.;

Western
prints,

Steady:

Steady; Pennsyivania and
icarby firsts, free cases, J2c
' do., current receipts, in

urnable cases, 30, at mark; West-
ern firsts, free cases, 32, at mark;
do. current receipts, free cases, 26
@ 30, at mark

Cheese—Firm, ¥c
York full creams. choice,

163 @ 17,

do., fair to good,

Live Poultry—Dull; fowls and
chickens lower Fowla, 12% @ 14c¢.;
old roosters, 103%; chickens, 12%
@G 14: ducks, 14@ 156; turkeys, 18 @
19 geese, 120G 13,

Baltimore~~Wheat-—No, 2 red,
114% for No. 8 red, 1.113 for
steamer No. 2 red, 1.07% for steam-
er No 3 red, No "4 red and stock
rejocted, and 1.03% for “can’t use”
rejected. Small bag lots, by sampie,
sold at 105 @ 112¢. per bush.,, as to
guality and condition,

Corn—Western opened firmer;
apot, 3% @E4%e.; year 63% @
64% : February, 63 % @ 64 % ; March,
64 % @ 64%. Steady demand for
corn in ail positions, but trading
moderate. Salea 5,000 January,
6d4c.; 25,000 March, 64%: 10,000
January, 64%; five cars new spot,
64%; car new spot, 64%; 5,000
year, 64; 10,000 January, 64%;
5,000 year, 64%.

Oats-—White, No, 2, as to weight,
47% @2 48¢c.;: do., No. 3, as to weight,
4660 47%; do., No. 4, as to weight,
406 45 %. Mixed, No. 2, 46% @
4Ge.; do., No, 3, 44 @44 %.

Hay-—We quote, per ton: No. 1
timothy. large bales, $17.60@ I8;
do., small blocks, $17.50@18; No.
2 timothy, as to location, $16.60@
17; No. 3 timothy, $14.50@15.50;
choice clover mixed, $17@17.50;
No. 1 clover mixed, $16.50@17

Butter — Creamery fancy, 34@
24%: creamery echolce, 32@ 33;
creamery good, 30@31; creamery
fmitation, 22@ 25; croamery prints,
34 ¢7 36.

Eggs -~ Maryland, Pennsylvania
and nearby firsta, 30c.; Western
firsts, 20; West Virginia firsts, 30;
Somebem firsts, 29; guineca eggs, 15
@16,

higher; New

17%¢.;

Live Stock.

Pittshurg.~Cattle—Supply light;

steady. Cholce, $6.80@ 7.10; prime,.

$6.50@6.75,

Shoep ~ Supply lght; strong
Prime wethers, lf».lo @ 6.25; enlls
and common, 2602.60; lambs,
$5. soaa,zs- veal calves, $9@ 10.

— pits  heavy; active
88 GOGP 8 G6; medi

'lll!l. 28003 S!% heavy Yorkers,
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| southward of us
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the contract of THE HOMEB
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Close Galculation.

it s within the memory of many
middle-aged people that the custom
of school teachers “boarding around”
was the usual thing in country dis-
tricts. Although a custom which
teachers seldom liked, it is doubtful
if many of them bad as hard a time as
i young schoolmaster who described
his experience in the New England
Galaxy for 1817. The article was
written by Leonard Apthorp, then an
undergraduate of Bowdoin College,
The young schoolmaster was to re-
cejive $156 a month and his board.

From the first day 1 perceived that
i was at board on speculation, and at
the mercy of a close ulation, he
writes One day the whole dinner
sonsisted of a single dumpling, which
a pudding, and five sau-
sages, which in cooking shrunk to the
size of pipestems. There five of
us at table

A few days
turn from schoo!, my eves
lighted by the sight of
had never before scen
which the
than, had kille
2‘ ’“';h

calc

the y called

were
alterward,

on my re-

d o

were 4

coon,

WEE OVEr~
Joved, and went to tmi .m».:)u' to dream
of delicious steaks which the
would bring.

Long
family stirring

quick footsteps

most l!t licate whitenes
mMOrrow

before

daylight 1
and

heard the
the alacrity of
and the repeated
opening and shutting of doors all
gave assurance of the eoming holiday.
I was soon ready for breakfast, and
when seated at table I observed
the place of Jonathan was vacant
“Where is Jonathan?" I asked,
“Gone to market,” said they,
“Market! What market, pray? 1
did not

“Oh, yes.” they said,

"

“And what has called bim up so
early to go to market?™
“He is gone,”

raceoon.”

KIPPY.

I thought It might interest you to |

hear about my pet chicken Kippy.
Father brought her home to me for
an Easter present. When we turned
down the cover of the box there was
the fluffest, downiest little chicken I
ever saw., The man had given father
some food for her, and we gave her
some of it. When she had gotten
uged to our house we let her out and
put her in a larger box, with netting
over the front. Every morning, when
she would hear my voice, she wounld
pick and pick at the netting until we
Jet her out. Then she would hope on
my finger, run up on my arm, on to
my shoulder and cuddie up In my
curls.

As she grew larger the box got too
gmall for her, and as we had a large
sgpace under the back porch we put
her in there. We put a broomstick
up for a perch, Sometimes it would
fall down, and then she would coma
to the kitehen window and tap for the
girl to put it up again.

We were going away the next sum-
mer, and as she was getting trouble-
gome* we gave her to a man who kept
chickens. The last I heard of her
ghe had grown spurs and they had
to kil ber.Leontine Northrup, in
the New York Tribune.

‘A BAFE OFFSET.
“Luck's against me.”
J'Bure ot that, are you?”
“Lam”
“Then you ought to Increase your
advertising, old man.” — mmm.
Courier-Journal,
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| know there was any market |
in these parts.” |
““he is gone |
miles to the |

said they, *““to sell his |
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EDWARD EROYER, Propristor
Loostion : One mile SBouth of Centre Hall
Assommedations first-ciam. Good bar. Pertigg
wishing o enjoy an evening given special
attention. Meals for such ococasions PR

pared on short notice. Alwam m
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BATES : $1.00 PER DAY,
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