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~ Among the Lowly.

The picture Is by Leon Augustin I'Hermitte and was purchased by the

Metropolitan Museum of Art, of New

of the Catharine Lorillard Wolfe Fun !

musewm, at the time of the purchase,

York Qity, In 1905, from the income
. In a letter to the directors of the
M. I'Hermitte says: “I have en

deavored te bring to all the figures in the scene the varieties of emotions
proper to each but united as one in the expression of confidence—respect

ful in the old, searchingly so in tho

young."
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HE superintendent was a
tall, thin
with slightly

shoulders

young man, |
stooping
and near-sight
which peered |
the |
heavy lenses of his eye-
Siasses. “Our Mr. Crawford.,” as he
was always called by the general man-
ager of the Perfection Electric Switeh
Company, had been transferrca i
his place as foreman of the wiring
department to be dent
the factory at a time whea an iron
hand was needed to remedy the mis-
chief which the lax methods and gen- |
eral inefficiency of his departing pre
decessor had created.
3t was a dim

through

superinten of

ruit problem of reor |
Raaization had been called |
apon to face, time bhad
that the general manager's
had stoutly advocated
against the firm's cpposition-—had |
not been misplaced. The new super |
Intemdent had entered upon his dutles |
wuletly, unassumingly, but with a |
temacity of purpose and an unrelent |
ng energy that bent all things to |
Bis will. Three of the best years of |
Bis life he gave unhesitatingly and
uncomplainingly to the work before
him. At the end of that time th>
factory was running with a smooth-
aces (hat took several wrinkles ont
&f the general manager’'s brow and
made the firm think serionsly of in-
ereasing the plant

*“Our Mr. Crawford”—the firm
epoke of him proudly in this manner
wow-—had made himself necessary to
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Crawlord’s Shoulders Rose and Fell
Cotivaleively.

the Perfection Electric Switoh Com-
pony, But his suecess Bad not been
entirely satisfaciory to himsell. With
all b's quiet force, the superinten
dent was a vory human young man,
P o had hoped to gain thu complete
confidence of the men and women
under him. It was respect he want
ed rather than fear.

The lax, easy going regime of the
former superintendent hiad made that
eareleas individual very popular with
the Isewry hards. They had piven

{ charm, and

| wrought

i ——

A S

‘resignation”-——oh,
term!
presented with an ornate
red in the face and

1o st

him
when,
had triec
had cheered
pressed about
Powell had undoubt

he

embarrassed }
his thanks,
roundly and

shake his hand.

they

{ edly been popular-with his employes,
! but

his
at the expense of results in the out

{ put of the factory.

Under the new superintendent
output was satisfactory—and more.
The question that continually pre

sented itself to the young man’'s trou- |
{ bled mind was whether,
{ ests of the

in the Inter.

harsh with

the

erad!
had

the employes. In
evils Jim Powell

he had found

cating

o be

with blame

rranlt

reads ani chary of

'r\ was 1.‘(,‘4‘9;:1'10‘
While the profits grew steadlly Craw-
ford realized that it was b .canse
his ceaseless vigilance ard the firm-
nese with which he held the employes
at work.

There were times—when he was
tired, especially—when it geemed to
him that he had merely developed
into a successful slave driver.

rratae

of

i at heart

| necessary

| ing
| dally propped
| window,

) | general
euphonic | * .

had gone into effect they had |

watch |
| sir

him to |

{ chanee

{ after day.
the

firm he had not been too |
! white
f it was
it necesaary |
i to calculate iIn cold-bivoded fashion,

| the

Souietimes at ¢ o'clock, when the
big gng had sounded, he would sit
by the time-machine and watch the
men file down the stairs, He would
have given much il Lere and there
in the long line a faz¢ bad been lift
ed to his with a nod or a compre
hending smile, but the “hands” rang
in their time In sullen sllence. His
very presence secemed to chill thelr
spirits, and when one of them looked
at him it was either with bitterucss
or a blank stare.

Meanwhile the Perfection Electric
Switch Company progpered amazing-
l7, and at the same time the super-
lotendent grew a little more stoop-
shouldered, a little more reserved, a
iittle more heavy of eye,

In November of the
bappened that

third yenr it
“Our Mr. Crawford”
was taken sick, At the time he was
putting forth strenuous efforts to
have an Increase of pay for the em-

ployes, in consequence of which he

was at the office several days when |

he should have been in bed. He

their work h
although
to keep
pain he
argued

th

sl

ul been appreciated, and
had to grind his teeth
crylng out with
daily to the office

he
from
weoent and
with the general manager and
members of the firm.

The firm was obdurate. It
cided finally that
tensive additions
made to the
not be granted for another year
and with t}
superintendent stageered to his anart-
ments in the gray November
went to bed and sent doctor
The physician eame, chided tha voung
man for his carelessness of his health
and sald a slight operation would be
the next day.

Th:- operation was successful, and
the physician
general
would be
of weeks

wasg de
the ex-
to be

in view of

that

Wore

acked pain

for a

assured
manager that the
at factory

But I
reckoned on many things
ness of

the anxlous
patient
the in a

ysician

r-.u};,v
had not
the wearl

3 eyt sand 4 ’
mind and body 8 patient,

3
he bitterness of his recent fallere
to induce the
of the hands, and the
under which he
ly for the g

The wound
tion healed

rm to increase the pay
dragzing load
had struggz'~d
t three years.
the opera

rap‘dly, but with the heal

«ilent
as
caused by
came

no strength

Crawford
chalr

ant
up m a
adt

listiess and

The ;i“;

uninterestod
his surroundings ]
puzzied and not a

an was

little frritated: the

manager, who came dally,
gan to show slgns
“It's

T

of alarm

the

the

attendant

pace of modern
physician gnapped

been

business
angrily

to the who had sent

up fr “(3et

m the hosn him in

t his

terested In something. It's

only

The

11

man tried everything his fer

i tile mind and thorough traint comle
popularity had been gained | i and mwgh training 14

suggest, but with no resuits. Oraw
ford sat silently by the window day
looking vacantly at
bare branches of the trees ang
patohrs of drifting
the ecarly winter sky
Christmas found
propped in his chair, looking out over
8 world newly in
The doctor declared that nov
only a question of time,
the attendant had long since
trying the sick man’s dor
mant On Christmas
Crawford in envelope . fr
found it
He smiled bitte;
; it to the attendant
“Here, take it! Merry Ch-istmas!”
he said. In a colorless volce
At dusk it was snowing again, and
just after the lights began to twinkle
through the gloom Crawford, in his
chair, fell into a heavy slumber
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| wo
wanted the hands to understand that |

! in our behalf

the |

plant the increase could |

the |

the |
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By icss |

ceased |
Day |

enclosed a |

He |

was awakened by a lusty repying at
the "door Phe atfondant went into
the little fall and presently returned,
*“I'wo ladica and three gentiemen
gee you, gir,” he sald.
The visitors were ushered in; and
as they entered the room Crawilord
gripped the arms of his ehair and
stared with wide openod eyes. Thero
were two giggling girls from the wir
ing department at the factory,
men from the assembling bench
the foreman of the brass room.
The girls tittered and the men
looked i1 at case, Crawford sat up
in his chair. Two spots of color came
into his ‘wan checks. The
advanced and cleared his throat,
“We've come, sir,” he said. looking

to

and

foreman

{ at the ceiling, “to show you that, even

if you're not with us,
gotten. Perhaps we haven't
understood you, but anyway
you're right sort We'
your for an Increass
and even if we didn’t it,
know it wasn't because you did
not your best for us., S« o show
our respect for cfforts

you're not for
always
know

heard

woe
the Ve
about fight

s,

for

get

do

}l‘. tore
be bore and
with a

“And

the covering fron

held out a silk

| P - P A
large pearl and silver

and Merry Christmas!

| finished

“Merry Chri

other

' echoed the
men and the two girls.

A lump r in Crawford’r thr
He could only beam upon
mut feebly, Christmas

s
them and
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Some few the
factory had gone the
bustling Into hail,
The attendant met him and shook a
warning finger at him The
craned his neck and peeped cautious

minutes after
from the

com-
mittec
loctor

came the

doctor

ly into the room
Crawford under the ligh
head was hi in

a8 rested on the
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Companion

Alice In Toyland.

Jack-inthe-Bos—"Hands off
Alice~"Why his bands
fiy!™
Christmag Shopping.
T'he bargais rush is
And folks, jn accoents sober,
Are vowing that
tart omt in

They'll start

counter here

another year
October
—Washington

Star,

They Sieep Head Downward,
The butte;fly, like the
iy goes t> sleep head
eyes locking straight down th
stem of the grass on which it rests
It folds its wings to the utmost, an¢
thus wraps its body from the colde
Home Notre,
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CHRISTMAS CAROL

W@ *Twas in a roush manger,
The little Christ lay,
M Soft arms were His cradle,
{ His bed was the hay.
M To wise men and shepherds
8 The Star showed the ua)t{.
i Oing, carol! for Chiistmas is here.

With pifts rare and precious,
il _Trom lands far away,
§| Three Kings Fareo to grect Him,
| As slepping He !ag,
Our hearfs warm and loving,
“We bring, Him foday.
§ Sing, carol! for Christmas is here.
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CHRISTMAS EVE

See the mimic lords and ladics

Gravely stepping to and §ro,

In aslow and dainty measure,

While the Caristmas candles plow; 18

And around the plittring fir-free
Little dancers

it
?

whirling, 29.

{ Foot it Daily round the fir-tree, ¥
%i‘j(ts for preat and small:

and fripping measure,
for all.

Christmas!

Gooo Kinp, Christmas!”
Hear the merry voices call.
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O the Solitary, the dwellers apart, by choice or by
chance, with hearth-fires that for one burn dull and
for two would glow and sing—to all of these,

A erry €hristmas and 2 Kappy New Year!

O Them that are set in Families, where love, be.
stowed with no thought of its return, passes back
end forth abundantly between open hearts~to all
of these, parents, children, kinsmen, friends,

A Merry €hristmas and 3 Bappy New Yeart

O the Poor and the Rich, envying each the others’
freedom from the cares of too little and too much,

o 64 vet learning year by
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Derigner for their weaving and none other's -

A Merry Christmas and 2 Rappy

year that without health and

enthusiasm and faith and love, none can be rich,
and with them none can be poor—to these,

A Merry Christmas and 2 Bappy Dew Vear:

O the Workers, the vast fortunate majority, in Laume.

ble places and in high, often baffled and disheart.

, ened, questioning if there is not somewhere for the m
———= a greater work with a
the last, if they will have it so, in & eing the figure they have
wrought in the fabric of living, a figure dras -

greater reward ; yet happy at

wn by the great
to all of these,

Pew Yeart

O Old and Young, with the years behind and the
years ahead, years: that show but a span in the
centuries since the Light first shone from Bethlehem
s upon the paths of service, humility and sacrifice, and
zave to all the ages a spirit that has made them one; to Young
and Old, treading with gladness these lighted paths, even
though not always knowing whence the Light comes —to all,
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table, |

il

wust be cnt to retain it The
of wiil thus be kept in its situation
without inclining to either side, and,
V not already filled with water, it may
s filled with safety.

Curious Motions.—Procure a basin
M milk-warm water, throw
nalf a dozen pleces of camphor about
he size of a pea; in a2 minute they
sl bagin to move, and acqguire a ro-

DUCK-

into it |

-

IFTS THAT A CHILD CAN MAKE.

he

may

sides.
at

the

attached

{
| bons
| Thi

|

| travell:

{ then drawn up quickly to hoild

S

small trinkets. The
cretonne selected should have a small
figure or a vine running lengthwise,
and the basket is prettier if the pat
tern runs Narrow a the handle
! and in lines round the outside. Pock
etg for spools may be added it de-
sired.—From Youth's Companion.
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Christmas in the Kiondike.
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tatory and progressive motion, which |

If now one drop of
or sweet o©il, or even of gin, be
fall vpon the water, the pileces of
camphor wiil dart away, and de-
prived of their moticn and vivaceity

oll of turpentine

let

be

| Little pieces of cork that have been

soaked In either, act much in the
same way as camphor, when thrown
upon water. Camphor, being highly
combugtible, will burn if ignited while
floating uvwpon water, producing a sin-
gular effect.

When Fairy Tales Were Really So.
[ wish I'd live long, long ago,
When there were mermaids in the
BeA,
And brownles would have playel
with me; .
And fairy-tales were really go,

I'a Yike on Santa Claus’ sleigh
Next Christmas Eve to have a
hiteh,
And 1 would Jove to see a witeh
Upon a broomstick ride away.
Of course, there still lots of
knighta,
And there are princesses besides,
But nowadays men don't win brides
Uy golng off on dragon-fights.
1 wish I'd lived Jong, long ago,
When falry-tales were really so.
~Mary Street, in December Lippine

are

| will continue for a considerable time, |

Alaska Ike—"Wot did yer find iIn
yer stockin’ this mornin’?”
Chileoot Pete- “Frostbitten
The American Pose,
i  The American wcmm.hm a special
| gift for falling unconsciously Iinto
| good poses.—London Queen.

toes.”




