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1776, and this 

quently published in 

years by those editors who were 

warm admirers of the second Presi 

dent. The more patriotic sentiments 

of the letter are: 

“Yesterday the greatest question 

was debated which waa ever debated 

in America, and a greater, perhaps, 
pever was or will be decided Among 

men. A resolution was passed with. 

out one dissenting colony, ‘That 

these colonies are and of right ought 

to be free and independent States.’ 
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sree Washington was in the city 

having arrived 

camp at Boston, and the 

Declaration was read to each brigade 

of soldiers, being “with 

ud huzzee and the utmost demon 
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Princeton University, was 

brilliantly illuminated, and the Dec 

laration was read to the accompani- 

volleys of musketry and 

acclamations for the prosperity 

newly formed Republic 

the thirteen colonies the 

Independence 

At Princeton 

which then 
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rights at all hazards, 

ple feel that they were banded 
gether more closely in a 

Cause, 

In 1781 the ladies of Princeton 
decorated thelr houses with flowers 
and greens, and the Inhabitants held 
a jollification meeting In the village 
tavern. when, to quote the Jersey 

Gazette: “After a draught of peach 
they repaired to a tree in front of 
Mr. Beckman's house, from the top 
of which a Union flag was displayed.” 
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Later in the day public exerclaes 
were held in 8t. Paul's Church, where 
the Declaration of Independence was 

read and Alexander Hamilton deliv: 

ered “an elegant eulogium” on Major 
General Nathaniel Green, who died 

in 1786, 

The early newspapers abound In 
interesting incidents on parades, din 
ners, church services and other ways 

of celebrating the Fourth during the 
years prior to 1800. They reveal 
vory strosgly the habits of the peo 
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"Twas the fifth of July, 
With a patch on his eye 

That hinted of dire disaster, 
Poor Ted lay in bed, 
Closely bandaged his head, 

And his fingers all covered 
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Old hearts grow young again, leaving 
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