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TEACHERS' LOCAL INSTITUTE.
Centre Hall, January 16-17—Topics Discussed by Teachers ofl T Moo st T

Experience—The Attendance of Teachers and Others| Few people outside the organization
Show that Local Institutes are Looked Upon with Favor, |*¥¢ ® proper conception of the extent
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CENTRE COUNTY
IN THE CIVIL WAR.
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There is a practical and im- |
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The farmers now have a bill prepared
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rural people are better satisfied with |
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stand-point of economy. A few ob-
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lack of educational sentiment, expense,
poor rtoads, selfish motives, unpro-
grespivespirit. The chief obstacle to
good schools e, of course, lack of an
educational sentiment. Bar this hin-
drance and every other condition can
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{and girl of this commonwealth, and

this right is as due to the boys and
girls of the country as those of the

| those of the cities and towns,

It has been demonstrated, and is
universally accepted that the boys
from the rural districts who have
enlered the professions, trades and the
various employments, have more than
held their own in industry, integrity
and general efficiency. This is due to
the splendid training in habits of 1n-
dustry which the farm affords, as well

| a4 freedom from the frivolities, exoess-

es and vices of the centres of popula-
tion. Give these boys better educa-
tional facilities and they will prove
themseives still more efMicient.

Ceatralization will give the facilities
for a high school education, and noth-
ing short of a high school edueation
will meet the higher social demands
of the future,

As to the abjections offered, all that
have been advanced can easily be met.
ifexpenses will be increased by the
cost of taking pupils to and from
school, they will also be lessened by
requiring the employment of fewer
teachers. If townships are too large
they can be divided,

The objection sometimes offered that
acentral school building could not be
located so as to be equally convenlent
for all, is no argument. BPost offices,
railroad stations and ohurches are not
located egually convenient for every-
body and certainly that is no reason
for not having them at all,

Perhaps the best evidenos In favor of
centralization ofsshools is the fact that
those tawnships, in this and other
ulates, that have adopted it have no
desire to return to the old way,

From the audit-
Bome boys | ors’ statement the fact is learned that
say they have no time for home study.
results | amount to $3 973 644,00, amount
could be obtained by teachers visiting | of insurance written during the year
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President, W

Vice President

Frank Bradford
« M. L. Emerick

Treasurer, Th G. W
Becretary

Amgistant Secreta

Trustecs

Clens

It is the intention of the organiza-
tion to purchase two additional fifty-
foot sections of first-class hose, ladders.
ete. The question of a tower was als
discussed, and it was concluded to con
struct a suitable tower as soon
ticable.

a8 prac-

for out of the funds of the company.
The firernen also passed a resolution to
hold a festival on Memorial Day. The
early announcement s made so there
will be no conflicting of dates.
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The Hangz Hotel

When attending court you will find
the Haag Hotel an ideal place to st p
whether juror er witness, F. A. New-
comer, the proprietor,
preparations for h

he will be pleased to have
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his hostelry.

’I ,A" ‘i"i‘a:" "{i :}i‘ ‘:’i’h';‘
ed that no pre
good,” was argued in the
by Prof. J. Ds Hunter and
ative by Prof. C. R. Nefl
To prove that prizes are not
tive of good, Mr. Hunter
four arguments : st

¢

prizes are

wrong incentives Lo sty
tend to discourage d
pupils, 3rd,

s

use unfair mesns

hey wil
B

That it i» slmost impossible to
them | He
held befor class
sirives

higher incentive

award

us! how #
the

reach.

showed priz

a4 Decome

to

goal
I'he
the

that the class

f ] - 'y
of learning for

¢

school f learning be-

knowledge

or «
cause the state educated
and women,
When a prize

comes evide:

needs

in entirely set

ia offered. it
ill b

the

it that it w

one of two or three class
‘1 don’'t

the remainder of the class, and bec

in
Care Bpirit getls possession
ing discouraged,
incentive,

they
Pupils are hot usually o

W without

{80

TR

high a moral standard as not to resort
to unfair means w hen such me ALS Nay
win the prize. Mr. Hunter
told of men who take advantage of

coveled
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this very weakness of pu and reek

to advertise among pupils, their busi-
ness of writing essays,
for money.
letters advertising such

intended for members of

orations, etc

He said that several times
business and
his gradoat-
ing class, had come into his possession

By his own experience with a commit-
tee of three judges he showed how dif-
ficult it is to award a prize justly. A
prize should reward the effort the
natural talent. It is impossible for a

committee of judges to measure the ef

not

fort put forth by those competing for
a prize. Thus the prize usually |
awarded to the pupil making the best |
show whether he be the most
ing or not, {
Prof. Neff on the negative side pro-|
duced many arguments, and gave an |
entertaining talk, butsince he admit-|
ted insincerity at its close no farther
reference will be made here,

Prof. E. A. Zeigler, of Rebersburg, |
spoke on “"Originality as the Goal of |
Education.” We first will glance at a |
few ethical maxims, said the speaker.
1. Each child is born with individ-
ual characteristics—physically, men-
tally, morally.

2. The problem of each is the de-
velopment of this individuality for the
good of humanity.

(n) Here education begins its ofMfice.
The first stage in childhood is an out-
ward development by external means,
Imitation is the strongest factor. For
example : Boys play horse, imitate a
dootor; girls have dolls and play at
house-keeping. The child mind has
no mass of facts or fund of informa-
tion to begin work on, hence it learns
the alphabet, multiplication table, for-
mation of words, commits by rote—all
without a why or wherefore. This ap-
parently tangled mass is unraveled
during the second stage of education
by (b) the development of reason or
power of independent thought. This
is an internal development, The child
begins to build bimself (note the
change of pronoun frows «f to he.) He
explores new fields of thought and
coustructs, He is no looger an imita-
tor but a construector, an originator,
Originative, constructive thought
enabled Watt to see a steam engine in
the common every-day tea kettle.
This was the power that enabled
Morse to see a telegraph iu electricity
and magoetism. This it was that

in
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Gramley was accounted for on accoun
of his having buried his father ¢
30[1‘\‘;

i

us. The same excuse was pt

the non-appear-

ance of Ward Gramley and Miss Or-

| pha Gramley

A permanent organization smong

| the teachers of Penus Valley is being

agitated. BSoch an organization would
be of great benefit to teachers in many
ways, and it would aflord Repor-
ter pleasure to announce the fact that

the

| organization was a reality.

R. U. Wasson, a Senior at State Col-
lege, gave a good talk on “Relation of
School and County.” Mr. Wasson
has selected as his thesis for com-
mencement “ Beginuving of Education
in Centre County,” and while in town
was looking up data on the subject.

C. R. Nefl' was zealous in speaking
of the good Millheim is doing for edu-
cation. He was very entertaining in
his talks, and since he got his early
trainiog in Potter township, and much
of his education in Centre Hall, the
audience was very willing to acknowl-
edge him a gentleman of attainments,

The following is a list of teachers in
attendance K. K. Smith, Oak Hall:
Oron Grove, N. H. Corman, Lemount:
Maude Irvin, Penuvsylvania Furnaoce:;
Maude Hunter, Stormstown: H. N.
Hosterman Boalsburg; Gertrude Wie-
land, Linden Hall; H. M. Lonbarger,
Oak Hall; Jennie Sweetwood, J. R.
Bible, Potters Mills; J. J. Spangler,
Edua Krumrine, Tusseyville; D. R
Foreman, Colyer; T. L. Moore, W, A.
Krise, Earl Grove, Centre Hall; Cor-
delin Acker, Potters Mills; Vera Girove,
Centre Hill; R. L. Noll, Potters Mills;
J. D. Hunter, Adda Hayman, State
Oollege; C. R. Neff, Millheim; BE. A,
Zeigler, Rebersburg,

Fresh fish—Star ;ll;re.
The Reporter $1.00 a year,




