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THE MINISTRY OF TEARS. 
Dr. Talmage Puts Forth the Misfortunes 

of Life in Cheerful Manner. 

if Our Troubles Are Borne in the Right Spirit 

They May Prove to Be Advantages. 

God the First Resorl 

{Copyright 1901.) 

New York City. — A rast 
crowded the Academy of Musie in this 
eity to hear Dr. Talmage. Discoursing on 
“The Ministry of Tears” he put forth the 
misfortunes of life in a cheerful light, 
showing that if they were borne in the 
right spirit they might prove to be advan- 
tages. His text was Rev. vii, 17. “And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eye.” 
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tionaries and all your 
your religions and help me explain a tear 
A chem vist will tell you that it is made 
up of salt and lime and other 

parts, but he misses the chief in 
—the acid of a soured life, the viperine 
sting of a bitter memory, the fragm 
a broken heart. I will tell you what a tear 

It is agony in ution. Hear, then, 
I discourse of the ministry of tears 

or the practical uses of ROTTOW 

First, it is the design of trouble to keep 
this world from being too attractive 
Bomething must be done to make us will- 
ing to quit this existence. If it were not 
for trouble, this world would he a good 
enough heaven for us. You and I would 
be willing to take a lease of this life for a 
hundred million years if there were no 
trouble. The earth, cushioned and 
holstered and pillared and chandeliered at 
such expense, no story of other worlds 
could enchant us. We would say: “let 
well enough alone. If you want to die and 
have your body disintegrated in the dust 
and your soul go out on a celestial adven- 
ture, then you can go, but this world is 
good enough for me You might as well 
f° to a man who has just entered the 
wouvre at Paris and tell him to hasten off 

to the picture galleries of Venice or Flor- 
ence. “Why,” he would say, “what is the 
use of my going there’ There are Rem. 
brandte od Rubensea and Titians here 
that I have not looked at yet.” No man 
wants to go out of this world or out of 
any house until he has a better house, 

o cure this wish to stay here God must 
somehow create a disgust for our surround. 

ings. How shall He do it? He cannot af 
ford to efface His horizon, or to tear off a 
fiery panel from the sunset, or to subtract 
an anther from the water lily, or to banish 
the pungent aroma from the mignonette, 
or to drag the robes of the morning in 
mire, 

You cannot expect a Christopher Wren 
to mar his 8t. Paul's cathedral, or a Mi. 
chael Angelo to dash out his own “Last 
Judgment,” or a Handel to discord his 
“larael in Egypt,” and you cannot ex 
God to spoil the architecture and music of 
His own world. How, then, are we to be 
made willing to leave? Here is where 
trouble comes in. 

After a man has had a good deal of 
trouble he says: “Well, I am ready to go. 
If there is a house somewhere whose roof 
does not leak, 1 would like to live there, 
If there is an atmosphere somewhere that 
does not distress the lungs, I would like to 
breathe it. there is a society some. 
where where there is no tittle tattle, I 
would like to live there. If there is a 
home circle somewhere where I can find 
my lost friends. T would like to go there” 
He used to read the first ue So of the Bible 
chiefly. Why has he changed Genesis for 
Revelation? Ah, he used to be anxious 
chiefly to know how this world was made 
and all about its geological construction. 
Now he is chiefly anxious to know how 
the next world yas made, and how it looks 
and who live there, and how they dress. 
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the beginning God created the heavens 

| and the earth,” does not thrill him half 
as the other story, “I saw a new heaven 
and a new e arth’ ¢ 

The old man’s hand trembles as he turns 
over this apocalyptical leaf, and he has 
to take out his handke rehief to wipe his 
spectacles. The book of Revelation is a 
prospectus now of the country into which 
1¢ 18 soon to immigrate, the country in 
which he has lots already laid out and 

| avenues opened and mansions built, 
It is trouble, my friends, that makes us 

our dependence upon God. We do 
not know our own weakness or God's 
strength until the last plank breaks. It is 
contemptible in us that only when there 
is nothing else to take hold of we catch 
hold of God. Why, do you know who the 
Lord is? He is not an autocrat seated 
far up in a palace, from which He emerges 
once a year, preceded by heralds swinging 
swords to clear the way. No; He 18 a 
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and while these tears are glittering in the | 
ght of the jasper sea God will wipe them | 

sw ay. How well He can do that! 
Friends, if we could get any apprecia- 

tion of what God has in reserve for us, it | 
would make us so homesick we would be | 
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Everything depends upon which side of 
the river you stand when you hear of a 
Christian's death. If you stand on this 
side of the river, you mourn that they go; 
if you stand on the other side of the river 
you rejoice that they come, 

Do you not this moment catch a glimpse 
of the towers? Do you not hear a note of 
the eternal eco. Some of you may 
remember the old Crystal Palace in 
city of New York. came in from my 
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