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{‘Q_ A HERO AND HEROINE,
He was a grim old fellow,

As stern as a man could be,
Who ¢id odd jobs for a living:
A washerwoman was she
A shabby, forlorn old couple
As ever the world has seen;
Yei he was a noble hero,

And she was a heroine,

He fought with the largest army
That ever marched out to war,
fn the world-famed “Battle of Dollars
and Cents,”
To keep the wolf from the door:
f3he ruled o'er a growing kingdom,
Nine riotous girls and boys,
And faithfully bore the burdens
Of a sovereign's cares and joys.
And when, at last, they were van-
quished,

This gqueen and her soldier brave,
They patiently started adown the hill
Which leads to a pauper’s grave—

A shabby, forlorn old couple
As ever the world has seeng
Yet he was a noble hero,
And she was a heroine,

UNCLE PAUL'S NEPHEWS.

By Ruth Ransom.

One stormy winter twilight at a soll-
tary little Gothlie rallroad sta
tion, four passengers alighted, as the
train made s momentary pause-—a
stout, elderly man, in black, with
stout, elderly wife;: a tall, stooping
young man, with eye-glasses, and a
book under his arm: and an erect, griz
zle-headed personage., in an ancient
butternut-colored coat and 1 mangy
fur cap.

“Eh—what?”
gentleman, as the
horse team—who had come down
the forlorn hope of turning an (
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for? Haven't 1 got a pair of
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was that a flake of snow?’

Blow and soft. the floating flakes he-
gan to ¢loud the air, and the winter
night was settiing down over the
Inndscape in earnest

“I don’'t care!”” said old Paul Copper
field, plodding on “There's a4 warm
welcome waiting for if 1 may trust
my nephew’s letters. There's—let me
see, do 1 turn off here? or ought 1 to
go on to the ne Things
bave changed so jnst hereabonts, the
old stone mill the finger post
taken down-—-nothing as it ured to be.
Well, T'll risk it. Whew! how fast it
snows! [ believe it's settling down
for a northeaster.”

As the old man stood, puzzled and
undecided, light streamed from a farm
house window across the bleak flelds.

“I'll go there and Inquire,” sald old
Coppertield. It can’t be far, anyhow,
and both the boys live night together
somewhere.”

Climbing over the stone
quite as briskly as he used to do fifty
years ago, Paul Copperfield burried
fieross the fields to the house and rap-
ped on the door. It swung open
ereaking hinges,
of ruddy eandlelight and blazing logs.

“Who is it, Simon?’ sgueaked n
shrewish female volce,
go about his business!
nothing for tramps!”

Bimon Copperfield, a sharp nosed,
scant whiskered individunal, hesitated,
with his hand on the door.

Old Paul eyed him keenly bBeneath
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sald:

“I am a poor traveler, friend: I ask
only a night's lodging.”

“And our best bed room all made np
for Uncle Paul!” shrilly ottered the
woman by the fire, “A pretty notlon
that would be! Slmon, why don’t yon
shut the door? Go about your busi-
ness, man! We don't keep tavern, me
and my husband!”

“Tron't you hear what my wife says?

| briskly,

Clear out!” sald Simon, grufily,

And the door was shut unceremoni-
ously {a the traveler's face,

Old Paul smiled sardonlcally to him-
self in the storm and darkness,

“I'Il try my luck a little further,
sald he, half aloud. “My nephew Bi-
mon evidenuy doesn't believe in
scripture theory of entertaining angels
unawares. Well, well
or tweo further on; and that's lucky
for me., My old bones ache and my
head feels dizzy-like, Let us see now
what Herman will say to the old way-
faring man? This must be the house,
where the light shines out so cheerily
through the red curtains.”

And once more Paul Copperfield
knocked on the panels of the door upon
whose sill the snow had already spread
a mantle of ermine,

A pretty blue-eyed girl eame to open
it, with a candle in one hand.

“What's wanting?”’ inguired,
but not unkindiy.
come in and warm myself?’
“It's a bleak night

she
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asked the stranger,
and U've somehow missed my way.”
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“Yes, tell him to come In,
Phoebe!” called out a volee that was
i like Paul Copperfield's own, a score of
years younger and fresher, and Paul
the summons,

a smaller and less pretentious
Where a bright
hued rag carpet had adorped the floor
of Simon Copperfield’'s kitchen, there
were only whitely-scoured boards to
be seen here, and the supper-table bore
marks of extreme economy. But Her
wan Copperfield rose up with a cheery,
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ecap, and put another log on
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“No one sald the old man
laughing. “Come and kiss me, Phoebe,
and then you shall show me the Job's
Troubles® bed quilt, It does a lonely
old man good to know that somebody s
been a-thinkin® of him.”

P

you're

else!”’

The great fire of logs blazed up with |

sudden cheery lustre, but its light was
nothing to that in the of
family groun
guest,

“I'll go over and feteh Simon,”
‘gan Herman,
{ing his hat, .

“No, you needn’t,” said Unele Paul
1 have seen quite enough of Simon.”

Thus the rich old exile came home
{to his Kindred, and thus he wag re
feelved, And Mr, Simon Copperfield’s
{hopes of an Inheritance are consider.
{ably diminished since that stormy
{night In December,
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| Hereafter bells that can 2 be heard o
distance of 500 feet must be attached
to all seavenger wagons in Chleago
and those bells must be rung conting-
ously while the wagons are in service,
which may be between sunset and son.
| rise,

A barometer thirty-six feet long has
been placed on the tower of a Paris
Church.
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The Mutau?aa mule is eclipsed. |
According to British advices the bom- |
bardment of hxmlu-rlv smashed ‘‘one
cooking pot.”’

It has been judicially decided in

physician may drive across a bridge |
at a speed greater than that permitted |

| to ordinary trafiic,

A jury in Chicago has just awarded

2,600 to a woman injured by a street
Wllllu she
this instance, at

In

After the convict has served out his

{ term in the Maine Pententiary, and
has dooned the suit of clothes given

him by the State, he is required to
sit for his photograph, and it is kept
for future reference.

i based on the right principle,

Mississippi is without a Bureau of
Statistics or any board of the kind,
and consequently the State officers
are much hampered in their efforts to
give adequate replies to persons hav-
ing to settle or make investments in
the State,

Premier Seddon of New Zealand,
worried by the unemployed and the
decreasing birth rate, has announced
out of employment
will bind himself to marry inside of
six months he (the Premier) will find
him immediate work,

The question whether the ancient
Egyptians made porcelain seems to
bhave been settled at lasr, Specimens
heretofore found were ]rr(‘th«vnn"vd of
Chinese origin by experts, but a fray
ment of a statnette utly found
near Memphis is declared to be ]
Egyptian by Chatelier,
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The death of Ottmar Mergenthaler
inventor of the *‘linotype” machine
for setting type, removes a man whose

a greater revolntion

In fact, Gutenberg him-
no important
tribution to the ‘‘art preservative of
all arta” when he invented, or put
into practical nse, the movably types
in the fifteenth century,

ing press,

made more Con-

There is no qunestion that the Hol
land submarine torpedo boat will
if it can
be successfully handled. And there
is very little question that the vecent
trinl under the supervision M the
Naval Board of Inspection wsd Sar-
vey was measurably successful and
full of promise for future achieve-
The government will un- |

experiments and perfect the plans,
much more readily than can the in-
ventor, whose private means are not
able to maintain the costly enterprise. |

It is said that an eccentric under-

| taker in California advertises that

“‘children will receive as careful at- |
tention as grown people,” and as a
eateh phrase he uses, **You'll be glad
you're dead if 1 bury you,” which
seems a questionable compliment
This, however, is not much worse
than the New York doetor who adver-
tises, ‘‘Come to me before life is ex-
tinet.”” Another instance of modern
advertising is the following placard
which is hung ontside of the entrancs
to s Methodist church in Northern
Towa every Snnd.y night during the
regular services: *‘Souls saved while
you wait—step in. "

Ncmsniaien.

With the introduection of motocycles
and motor earriages the terms *‘bicy-
cle,” *'bike” and “'wheel” are threat-
ened to be abolished in a new classifl-
cation that is co into vogue for
the purpose of ind the motive

NOTES AND COMMENTS. |

{in only oneeighth of the Iatter,

forece of the machine. For the begin-
[ning of it E, O, Behwarzkopf of the
i Automobile Club & responsible, In

(order to distinguish the antomobile |

from the horse-drawn vehicle he calls
the latter a hippo-mobile.

ber,

cycle is, therefore, a homo-mobile,

The Boston Herald says: ‘‘A
was brought into the
police court the other day
with neglecting to support his wife,
He pleaded guilty and was fined $20,
Thereupon his neglected wife stepped
up to the clerk's desk and paid the

fine, which was promptly refunded to |

her, under the provision of the law
relative to non-support cases, which
provides for the payment of the
amount of the fine imposed on the
husband to the wife when the
so directs. The law appears to be
operates queerly sometimes, as in this
case, "’

The attention of the Andubon So-
ciety has been called to the practice
of blinding finches to make them sing,
and this modern cruelty has been
brought to the attention of the Min-
ister of the Interior of Belgium,
where the practice is most common,
He has sent ont a warning and has
asked that a law be enacted forbidding
this inhuman practice, This extra-
ordinary cruelty has been in vogue,
it seems. for years, Finches natu-
rally sing, but it is said that their
singing is greatly improved by blind-
ing them, It has been the practice,
therefor to have singing matches
between blinded birds and those that
well a2 between blind
best were, of
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Wealth in the Great Lakes.

The Lakes have become the
great artery of our ric commercial
blood Ounethird of the population of
the United States is dependent on these
jlakes for their export and import trade
This waterway taps the richest and
most prosperous agricsitural territory
on this continent of ours, together with
our most productive mines, and it i«
worth while noting that within a. ra
dins of 400 miles of Cleveland lies
one half the population of the United
States It i= a well established fact
that deep water transportation is, and
necessarily must be, far below the cost
of transportation by rafl; indeed,
computed that the cost of water trans
portation by steam, when the voyage
is of any considerable length, Is about

Great

hest

 onequarter the average cost of frans
while by sailvoat it |

portation by rail,
As
this question of transportation detér

| mines to a great extent the vxlxh-nm-‘;
for the non-existence of a possible - |

dustry, and enbances or diminishes
the value of every article of export

{in proportion to its efliciency and econ
omy, the battle cry of the West fm,
“twenty feet of water between Duluth |
| to prevent the spread of seariet fever which
| threatens to become epldemic in Altoona.

and the sea” is no great problem to
gecount for. In the year 1898 there
passed through the Sault Ste, Marie
canal no less than 21,254,664 tons of
Canadian freight, alone having a value
of £200,000,000, while American shipe
moved some 108,000,000 tons through
the same waters for the same length
of time, The total trafMic throngh the
locks of thix “Soo” canal, for less thap
eight months, is five times as great iv
number of vessels and slightly loss
than twice as much in actual tonnage
as passes through the Suvez canal dur
ing an entire year.—Alnsioe’s,

newspapers want a  law

Oregon
cgninst “salting” mines,

This has |
| been promptly seized upon by a num-
and a few of the eyclists among ;
|them agree that the bicycle and tri-
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| ards Manufacturing Company,

| the
| of 8500, for killing Jacob Capwell, on May
¢ 20 last,
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GL I’AHI’D FROM VARI-
OUS PARTS.

WILLIAMSPORT TRAGEDY.

Murdered Mother and Children - The Step-
father Disappenrs-Bodies Under s Straw
Nteek Company Stores Will be Discon-
tinded by the Lehigh Valley Coal
Company.

LATEST WEWS

The murder of a woman and her three
children was reveasled on & farm near Mont-
gomery Borough, Lycoming county. The
bodies of two children were first found hid-
den beneath a straw stack, Thersupon s
warrant was lesued for the arrest of Abram
Hummel, a stepfather of the murdered chil-
dren, who I8 missing., Three weeks ago
Hummel married Mrs, Yoagle, n widow, who
had thres children. A fow days later the
neighbors noticed that the eldest two chii-
dren were missing, and on Tuesday the
Hummel premises were deseried, A party
of neighbors made a search., They found a
blood-smeared pisce of buriap near the barn,
Disarranged straw sttracted their attention
to the stack, and under this the bodies of the
two children with thelr heads crushed were
found. The bodies look as though the chil.
dren had been dead for two weeka, A tele-
gram to Distriet Attorney O, G. Kaupp states
that the bodles of Mrs, Hummel and her
other child were found in an outhuliding.
The dead were horribly mutilated, the mur-
derer evidently having used & ciuo in earry-
lng out his flepdish erime. Montgomery
and vielnity was In a state of uimost exelte.-
ment a8 & result of the ghastly discoveries,
It is belleved that Hummel has =ade good
his escape. No motive for the quadruple
murder has yet found. The crime Is

without & parsllel in the history of Lyrom-

Lesers
:
lug county,
No Mare Compuny Stores,
On December 1, it we
Lebigh Valley Coal Compaz
from the “company stors”
Lohigh region. In this 41
three stores where
Lehigh Valley bad
Joeanesville, Yorki

y these stores

apnouneed, tho
y will I
business in
thera
of the
honored,

=ton.

e
thoe
strict are

N Pioyoees

rders

the miners’ trade,
o Dills will 2

: Valley

Cansed Deasth.

Pat

Fail Del Wedding

g

nyeod
Aslon

BRI

WAl
{N

Fell Vifty Feet froma Bridge.

nas aged 26 years, wis

sridge

tra & distance

ing his lelt arm,

ka
erushing
therwise Injuring himself,
stieved 0 be fatal
Plush Mill at Hazieton.

Hazleton Board of Trade purchased
iand on which the Haz-
m Piash, Velvelt & Silk Manufacturing
Co, willereot a large mill. It will be
f the largest pinsh ;.anu in Amerion and
will give employment 10 nearly 1000 hands
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45 000 square fent of
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Train Kills Aged Man,

Bernard Carvill, aged 83 of New
Castle, was killed by a Pennsylvania passen
ger train, The safely gates were lowered,
tut he falled to oleerve them and walked 4§
rectly in frout of the locomotive. He leaves
an csiate worth $200.000,

years,

News in Brief.

A deod was recorded at Media covering
the transfer of the property of the Berwyn
Water Company v the North Springfield
Water Company.

Goorge Horn, of Emaus, made an attempt
to end bis life by swallowing a dose of pols.
on. A physician administered an emetic and
saved his Hife,

James Horgan, an Irish laborer, made two
desperate but unsuccessful attempts to end
his life, st Cornwall Station, by throwing
himsel! on the rallroad in front of a passen-
ger train,

Josse Clifford, of Johnstown, has been jost
in the fastness of the Laurel Hill Mountains,
above Laughiinstown, and a searching party
is endeavoring to find traces of him.,

The finishing department of the F. J, Rich.
ol Blooms-
burg, canght fire and was totailly destroyed,
together with contents. The loss will amount
to about $3,000, partially covered by insur-
ance,

Judge Dunham, at Towanda, sentenced
Samuel Heeman to a term of five yoars in
Fastern Penitentiary, and to pay a fine

Heoman was convieted of voluntary
manslaughter,
The Board of Health is taking measures

The East End and Pottagrove schools, in
suburbs, have been closed on account of the
dizease,

———-

Rorry She Refuasea Mim,

“Don’t bother, Henry, bLecanse I
won't marry yon,"” said she. *‘There
nre just as good fish in the sea as over
were «uht. "

"Bctur said he, shortly, as he

lnti and for once she

whhod she ennsented to mry
him so that she might make him
suffer for his horrid umnk.-«-!n

per's Dagar,

There’s nothing
so bad fora cough
as coughing.

There’s nothing

so good for a

cough as Ayer's

Cherry Pectoral.

The 25 cent size 1s just right
for an ordinary, everydsy cold.
The 50 cent suze 1s better for the
cough of broachitss, croup, gnp
nnd hoarscness. The dollar size

the best for chronic coughs,
&5 in consumption, chronic broa-
chitss, asthms, etc.
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